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Afrikaner responses to post-apartheid South Africa: Diaspora
and the re-negotiation of a cultural identity1
Wessel Visser
Department of History
University of Stellenbosch

Samevatting
Hierdie artikel handel oor Afrikaners se reaksie op die uitdagings wat postapartheid Suid-Afrika sedert 1994 aan die posisie van Afrikaans as amptelike
landstaal en ‘n Afrikaner kulturele identiteit gebied het. Afrikaner-reaksie tot
die dramatiese veranderinge wat die Suid-Afrikaanse bestel ondergaan het, het
veral op twee wyses gemanifesteer. Ten eerste was daar ‘n neiging tot inwaartse,
maar veral uitwaartse diaspora. Tweedens is daar pogings om ‘n Afrikaneridentiteit in post-apartheid Suid-Afrika te herdefinieer. In hierdie geval
word op drie spesifieke kwessies gefokus, te wete die posisie van Afrikaners
in ‘n post-1994 liberale demokrasie, die Afrikaanse taaldebat en Afrikaanse
populêre kultuur en die sogenaamde “De la Rey-verskynsel”. Die artikel
kom tot die gevolgtrekking dat die handhawing van ‘n Afrikaner-identiteit
in oorsese diaspora omstandighede op die lange duur nie volhoubaar is nie.
Ook binne Suid-Afrika is Afrikaner kulturele identiteit tans baie vloeibaar. Die
voortbestaan daarvan sal afhang tot hoe ‘n mate Afrikaners daardie identiteit
volgens ‘n nuwe waarde sisteem kan herdefinieer en alle Afrikaans-sprekers kan
saamsnoer om ‘n waardige plek vir Afrikaans as hulle moedertaal te beding.

Introduction
In his keynote address, on the occasion of the Biennial Conference of the
South African Historical Association celebrating the centenary of the History
Department at the University of Stellenbosch in April 2004, the renowned
Afrikaner historian, Hermann Giliomee, with reference to the historian C
Vann Woodward (who hailed from the American South), stated that “history
has happened to Afrikaners recently”. Giliomee referred to the Afrikaners’
1

“Pax Africana: The Continent and the diaspora in search of identity” (Paper, International Conference, Russian
Academy of Sciences and Moscow State University, 12-14 September 2007).
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position in South Africa’s transition from apartheid to a democratic, nonracial post-apartheid society. According to him, they discovered that their
power was fragile and transient. Even while they possessed the strongest army
on the African continent, they had to relinquish power because they had clung
to it too long rather than sharing and distributing it. Instead of planning for
a transfer of power, they thought that South Africa could never be governed
without them. While still in power, Afrikaners sought their security in plans
and projects (apartheid) that would render the realization of real security
impossible. Once they relinquished power, they discovered that they were
being treated like King Lear figures. Because they were powerless in a postapartheid South Africa, they were ridiculed and disdained even by those who
had praised them while they were still in power.2
Similarly, FW de Klerk, the last Afrikaner president of South Africa, said
during a speech he made in London in 1997 on the process of the transition
from white to black rule:
“The decision to surrender the right to national sovereignty is certainly one of the
most painful any leader can be asked to take. Most nations are prepared to risk
war and catastrophe rather than to surrender this right. Yet this was the decision
we had to take. We had to accept the necessity of giving up on the ideal on which
we had been nurtured and the dream for which so many generations had struggled
for and for which so many of our people had died”3

These statements indeed reflect a very frank view by two prominent Afrikaners
of their people’s experience of the transition of power in contemporary
South Africa. Although it should be stated in all fairness that Afrikaners had
time to grow into the new political dispensation since 1994, it would also
be no understatement to say that many of them experienced the transition
as nothing less than traumatic. Leopold Scholtz, the deputy editor of the
Afrikaans Cape Town daily Die Burger refers to this feeling as “shell shock”.4
A telling example of ordinary Afrikaners’ experiences of the dramatic changes
that were beginning to take place in almost all spheres of life since the 1990s
occurred at a protest meeting in Mpumalanga Province after several farm
2

3
4

H Giliomee, “Die skryf van geskiedenis in radikaal nuwe omstandighede” (Keynote address, Biennial
Conference of the South African Historical Association, University of Stellenbosch, 5-7 April 2004). Although
the definition of the term “Afrikaner” always was, and still is, a matter of contentious debate among historians
[see e.g. H Giliomee, The Afrikaners. Biography of a people (Cape Town, Tafelberg, 2003), p. 23], for the purpose
of this article it refers to those white Afrikaans-speakers who associate themselves with Afrikaner history and
cultural heritage.
Quoted by H Giliomee, The Afrikaners…, p. 656.
L Scholtz, “Selfrespek is vereiste vir respek van ander”, Die Burger, 5 Mei 2006, p. 12.
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murders, where a farmer was loudly cheered when he exclaimed:
The country does not belong to Afrikaners anymore, it belongs to blacks. We voted
it away and we can’t get it back.5

In her recently published novel on the emotional experiences of an Afrikaner
émigré family abroad, the novelist Erika Murray-Theron describes this
Afrikaner “lostness” as follows:
What we have known, is lost. What we have defined has lapsed. What we want
to contribute is distrusted.6

Based on an analysis of the discourse and debates as reflected especially in the
Afrikaans media and Internet discussion forums, two broad notions in which
Afrikaner reaction to these dramatic and profound changes is manifested are
investigated: a disposition towards diaspora and efforts at redefining Afrikaner
identity in post-apartheid South Africa. For reasons of space the article focuses
on four related issues only, namely an Afrikaner diaspora, the position of
Afrikaners in a post-1994 liberal democracy, the Afrikaans language debate,
and Afrikaans popular culture and the so-called “De la Rey phenomenon”.
These were some of the more contentious issues which enjoyed great
prominence in the Afrikaans media and generated vigorous and hectic debate
and polemics as part of the discourse on the place of Afrikaners in a postapartheid South Africa since 1994. It is, however, important to state that the
Afrikaans language debate also includes speakers who claim Afrikaans as their
mother tongue, but who do not necessarily regard themselves as Afrikaners.
It entails, for instance, the often eventful and thorny relationship between
white and Coloured Afrikaans-speakers, but this issue warrants a paper in its
own right. Therefore the author does not purport to cover all aspects defining
Afrikaner identity and all issues regarding the position of Afrikaans within the
scope of a single article.
The following questions could be posed: What is happening to Afrikaner
identity, which was constructed and monopolised in a peculiar way under
apartheid, in a post-apartheid South African society? How do Afrikaners
negotiate the new space opened up by the advent of the new political order
and how do they create a position for themselves in post-apartheid South
Africa?
5
6

See H Giliomee, The Afrikaners…, p. 656.
A translated excerpt from Erika Murray-Theron’s Verblyf (Pretoria, Protea Boekhuis, 2007), p. 91 as quoted by
J Roux, “’Verdwaalde’ Afrikaners raak geteken”, Rapport Perspektief, 3 Junie 2007, p. 5.
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Afrikaner diaspora in historical and present terms
In historical terms Afrikaner migration or diaspora is neither an isolated
nor a unique phenomenon.7 This “nomadic urge to move”, “wanderlust” or
“trekking spirit” as CJ Scheepers Strydom describes the phenomenon, was
manifested as early as the 18th century among pioneer and frontier Afrikaner
society. Firstly, there were the expansion treks of Afrikaner pastoralists from
the Cape Colony during the 1700s, and the so-called commission treks to
reconnoitre the interior of South Africa for a suitable Afrikaner homeland on
the eve of the Great Trek, to be followed by the Great Trek itself in the 1830s.
Between 1874 and 1905 another period of migration occurred, collectively
known as the Dorslandtrek, from the Transvaal Republic to Angola and later to
Namibia in search of better economic opportunities. In 1928 the Portuguese
colonial authorities banned their private schools with Afrikaans as language of
tuition: this was an important determinant in the repatriation of the Angola
Afrikaners to Namibia after 40 years in the former Portuguese colony.
After 1891 another spate of Afrikaner migrations occurred, this time towards
present-day Zimbabwe, Zambia, Kenya and Tanzania. Some Afrikaners even
ventured into the north-western regions of the Congo and Uganda, while in
1903, after the Anglo Boer War (1899-1902), others served as mercenaries
in Italian Somaliland. The search for new economic livelihoods, a strong
nationalistic “calling” for those who still strove for political independence after
the Afrikaners’ defeat in the Anglo Boer War, and the ideal among those who
nurtured the notion of Afrikaner territorial expansion in Central Africa, were
important incentives for this first phase of an Afrikaner diaspora. After the
Anglo Boer War Afrikaner patriots also made life in South Africa intolerable
for many of their kinsmen, the so-called “hensoppers” and “joiners”, who
served the British war effort.

The Argentina rush
Probably the most prominent manifestation of the first period of Afrikaner
diaspora occurred after the Anglo Boer War, when a few hundred Afrikaners
from the former Boer republics migrated to Argentina in protest against the
British military conquest of South Africa. A renowned Boer general, Ben
7

E Bornman, “Emigrasie onder Afrikaners vandag”, Tydskrif vir Geesteswetenskappe, 45 (3), September 2005, p.
388.
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Viljoen, together with his family, even went to settle as far as New Mexico in
the USA.8
According to the sociologist, Brian du Toit, the Afrikaner diaspora to Argentina
and into “black” Africa in the long run were, however, not successful. In
the Argentinian situation the emigrants’ cultural baggage of racial prejudice
and division persisted. There was a strong prejudice against those who were
not Afrikaans speaking, Protestant, or white. So they looked down on the
Argentinians, particularly those of swarthy complexion and there was a strong
preference for girls to marry within their own ethnic group. Among those
Afrikaners who migrated northwards into Africa, the same conditions and
thus the same prejudices applied as whence they came. They remained a
small, white, skilled minority among the black Africans. Their language,
religion, race and related labels continued to prevail unchallenged. Children
were frequently sent to South Africa, the Afrikaner cultural heartland, for
secondary and especially tertiary education. Ministers of the Dutch Reformed
Church (DRC) served congregations in East Africa, and the white settlers
remained identifiable as the northernmost Afrikaner frontiersmen. Through
the mediation of the DRC and the moral support of certain Afrikaner
politicians, the majority of the Argentinian Afrikaners were repatriated after
1937 after an absence of 35 years abroad. And since the advent of uhuru
and the violence that went along with the decolonisation of countries such as
Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia and the Congo in the latter half of the twentieth
century, large groups of Afrikaner settlers in East Africa were eventually also
forced to return to South Africa.9

The effect of political transition after 1994 on Afrikaner migration
The second, present-day, Afrikaner diaspora had its origin in South Africa’s
period of transition from apartheid to a democratic, non-racial society during
the late 1980s and 1990s. After the negotiation process for a new South
Africa between the white National Party government and the unbanned
black liberation movements such as the African National Congress (ANC)
8
9

BM du Toit, Colonia Boer, An Afrikaner settlement in Chubut, Argentina (Lewiston, Mellen, 1995) and BM du
Toit, The Boers in East Africa. Ethnicity and Identity (Westport, Bergin & Garvey, 1998), especially pp. 1-2,911,174.
See CJ Scheepers Strydom (ed.), Afrikaners in die Vreemde (Cape Town, Tafelberg, 1976), BM du Toit, Colonia
Boer, An Afrikaner settlement in Chubut, Argentina and BM du Toit, The Boers in East Africa. Ethnicity and
identity (Westport, Bergin & Garvey, 1998), especially pp. 1-2,9-11,174.
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commenced, newspapers began to report on growing numbers of white
emigrants who were uneasy about the process of political transition.10 The
new diaspora manifested itself basically in three dimensions of migration.
Firstly, some right-wing Afrikaners resorted to internal migration, which
meant “migrating” to the all-white enclave of Orania, the nucleus of an
envisaged ethnic volkstaat (homeland) for Afrikaners in the interior of South
Africa as the solution to escape from the county’s problems. According to
Van Rooyen, the volkstaat option is particularly attractive to those Afrikaners
who cannot or do not wish to emigrate to a foreign land but, sensing their
impotence to effectively challenge the current government, want to isolate
themselves from the black majority to the greatest extent possible and under
the constraints of the South African constitution, with their primary goal
being to secede and form an Afrikaner state.11 Robert van Tonder, a prominent
right-wing Afrikaans language activist, argued that Afrikaners’ proficiency
in the English language actually encouraged diaspora among them as the
“hegemony” of English within South Africa cannot be escaped. According to
him, Afrikaners are now regarded as “foreigners” by black South Africans and
can only restore their cultural and language sovereignty and ethnic identity by
creating an Afrikaner fatherland or “Boerestaat”.12
A second dimension of migration which some Afrikaners opted for was
some form of inward, metaphysical migration - what Van Rooyen refers to as
localised “pseudo emigration” and what Richard Ballard calls “semigration”.
Apart from the trend of moving to safer, enclosed neighbourhoods with high
walls and 24-hour armed patrols, or so-called “gated communities”, certain
Afrikaners have resorted to a physical and psychological withdrawal from

10 BM du Toit, “Boers, Afrikaners, and diasporas” (Paper, Seminar of the History Commission of the South
African Academy for Science and Arts, Pretoria, 30 January 2003), p. 19; J van Rooyen, The new Great Trek. The
story of South Africa’s white exodus (Pretoria, Unisa Press, 2000), pp. vii,5.
11 J van Rooyen, The new Great Trek…, pp. x,16, BM du Toit, “Boers, Afrikaners, and diasporas”, p. 20. For
reference to Orania see also T Pienaar, “Die aanloop tot en stigting van Orania as groeipunt vir ‘n Afrikanervolkstaat” (MA, US, 2007) and M Vestergaard, “Afrikanerdoom? Negotiating Afrikaner identity in postapartheid South Africa” (MA, UCT, 2000), pp. 78-121.
12 See R van Tonder, Ons Diaspora (Fontainebleau, Postma, ca 1985). By using the term Boerestaat Van Tonder
refers back to the pre-Anglo Boer War Boer republics of the Transvaal and the Orange Free State.
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everyday life and a kind of self-induced emotional detachment from the
realities of South Africa, where the outside world is simply shut-out.13
In essence, the reasons for the domestic dimensions of the contemporary
Afrikaner diaspora reverberate as a vote of no confidence in a South Africa
under black majority rule. According to Vestergaard, for the Afrikaners of
Orania the new South Africa is characterised by disorder, crime, violence, farm
murders, a general decline of standards and moral values, affirmative action,
declining educational standards, and government incompetence, corruption
and racism towards whites. Their discourse constructed South Africa as a
society on the path to chaos. They experienced a sense of alienation and a
feeling of political marginalisation and exclusion, because majority democracy
had undermined Afrikaner ethnic political power. It was as if “foreigners” had
stolen their country and were now “mismanaging” it.14
The most prominent dimension of the present-day diaspora, however, is
emigration. Apart from discussing the core causes of this diaspora, it should
also be mentioned that as a result of globalisation most ethnic groups, including
Afrikaners, are no longer restricted to specific geographical spaces. Since
the demise of apartheid and the end of the country’s isolation and of travel
restrictions, many South Africans became part of what Appadurai referred
to as the “ethnoscapes” of globalisation and migrated either temporarily or
permanently to all corners of the earth in search of better material conditions
such as lucrative job opportunities, transferable skills and career improvement

13 J van Rooyen, The new Great Trek…, pp. 11, 18-19; E Borman, “Emigrasie onder Afrikaners vandag”, Tydskrif
vir Geesteswetenskappe, 45 (3), September 2005, pp. 389-390; ZB du Toit, Die nuwe toekoms. ‘n Perspektief op die
Afrikaner by die eeuwisseling (Pretoria, Van der Walt, 1999), pp. 327, 342; R Ballard, “Assimilation, emigration,
semigration, and integration: ‘white’ peoples’ strategies for finding a comfort zone in post-apartheid South
Africa” (available at http://www.litnet.co.za/seminarroom/ballard.asp, as accessed on 24 March 2005), pp. 3,
12-13.
14 M Vestergaard, “Afrikanerdoom?...”, pp. 102-106, 121. Although Vestergaard’s research appears to be a sincere
attempt to analyse “different aspects of ‘negotiations’ of Afrikaner identity in post-apartheid South Africa”,
his methodological points of departure are not scientifically sound in all respects. Fieldwork interviews and
questionnaires with Afrikaners were restricted to a sprinkling of Afrikaner spokespersons, two Cape Town
suburbs and the right-wing Afrikaner enclave of Orania, while the only Afrikaans literature that was consulted
seems to be the peripheral alternative cartoon magazine Bitterkomix (see pp. 15-25). Vestergaard apparently
made no effort to peruse the often intense discourse and discursive debates on contemporary Afrikaner identity
that is being carried on in the mainstream Afrikaans media and literature and other Internet discussion forums.
Although Vestergaard’s research also identifies a declining economy and currency as a reason for emigration,
it must be stated that in general Afrikaners have benefited materially from the ANC government’s successful
economic policies. In this regard see H Giliomee, The Afrikaners…, pp. 662, 666.
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possibilities.15 These are regarded as so-called “pull factors” of emigration.16
“Push factors” in the decision to emigrate are often triggered by a critical
negative experience – a so-called “last straw” event - affecting the person, a
spouse or children, a relative, or a close friend.17 These negative experiences
correlate to a great extent with the reasons for the domestic diaspora and
include perceptions of falling standards of education and health care, the Aids
pandemic, endemic corruption and mismanagement in the public service,
incompetence and the deterioration of government structures, affirmative
action, unemployment or bleak job prospects, restrictive labour laws, loss of
faith in the ANC-led government, high personal income tax, savings being
eroded by inflation and an unstable currency, as perceived mainly by whites.
However, by far the most outstanding push factor and principal reason
given by emigrants for leaving South Africa is rampant crime and violence,
lawlessness, the lack of physical safety and the stressful perpetual fear of crime.
Most of the emigrants have been touched by crime, whether through theft,
car hijackings or family or friends killed in violent criminal acts.18
Afrikaners, the now-disempowered ethnic minority, ruled the country
almost exclusively for a period of 46 years through their political vehicle,
the National Party. Their loss of political power in 1994 resulted in a loss
of access to the civil service and government patronage, and of the ability to
use the power of the state to promote and protect the Afrikaans language and
culture.19 According to Johann Rossouw, the chief executive officer of the
Federasie van Afrikaanse Kultuurvereniginge (Federation of Afrikaans Cultural
Societies), or FAK, the Afrikaner dream of an ethnic homeland largely came
15 BM du Toit, “Boers, Afrikaners, and diasporas” , p. 34; J van Rooyen, The new Great Trek…, pp.vii, 6, 101, 114,
135; E Borman, “Emigrasie onder Afrikaners vandag”, Tydskrif vir Geesteswetenskappe, 45 (3), September 2005,
pp. 388, 393, 397; T Botha & J Baxter, The expat confessions. South Africans abroad speak out! (New York, Jented,
2005), p. 12; G Brand, “Die Afrikaner op soek na diaspora” (Paper, Seminar of the History Commission of the
South African Academy of Science and Arts, Pretoria, 30 January 2003), p. 1.
16 A Pretorius, “’n Afrikaner-diaspora? Indrukke uit Londen” (Paper, Seminar of the History Commission of the
South African Academy of Science and Arts, Pretoria, 30 January 2003), p. 1.
17 BM du Toit, “Boers, Afrikaners, and diasporas”, pp. 10, 12; BM du Toit, The Boers in East Africa…, p. 3.
18 J van Rooyen, The new Great Trek…, pp. vii-ix, xi, 2, 35-36, 55, 71-89, 93-107, 115, 132-133, 167; BM
du Toit, “Boers, Afrikaners, and diasporas”, pp. 19-20, 29-34; E Bornman, “Emigrasie onder Afrikaners
vandag”, Tydskrif vir Geesteswetenskappe, 45 (3), September 2005, pp. 393-397; T Botha & J Baxter, The expat
confessions…, pp. 11, 13-14, 73, 81, 102; W Brümmer, “Swaels van die suide”, Insig, 222, Desember 2006, pp.
25-26. See also e.g. “Afrikaan in Duitsland”, “Die reënboognasie is weg”, Beeld, 28 Julie 2006, Digest Number
108 (posted by akripolis@yahoogroups.com, 14 Aug. 2006).
19 J van Rooyen, The new Great Trek…, pp. ix, 37-38; W Brümmer, “Swaels van die suide”, Insig, 222, Desember
2006, p. 25; M Vestergaard, “Afrikanerdoom?...”, pp. 55, 105, M Vestergaard, “Who’s got the map? The
Negotiation of Afrikaner identities in post-apartheid South Africa”, Daedalus, 130 (1) Winter 2001, pp. 22,
37.
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to an end with the advent of the new political dispensation. The loss of this
“ethnic dream” went hand in hand with the loss of a South African identity
bound to place. As prospective Afrikaner emigrants were not bound to South
Africa after 1994 by this dream or myth, and did not regard it as their country
anymore, loosening their ties and deciding to emigrate became easier.20

The brain drain and emotional responses
Data analysed by various scholars point to two important implications
regarding emigration. Firstly, the predominantly white emigration has resulted
in a massive exodus of many professional and highly qualified persons, or “brain
drain”, from South Africa in what is sometimes called in newspaper reports
a “white flight”. These emigrants include doctors, veterinarians, engineers,
accountants, business managers, teachers, scientists, nurses, farmers, clerical
workers, IT specialists and artisans. According to De Lange, 841 000 whites
emigrated between 1995 and 2005 alone. The white exodus, once a trickle,
has turned into a steady stream and has the potential to become a flood
which may hold far-reaching consequences for the South African economy.
Secondly, the present white exodus is predominantly an Afrikaner emigration.
Du Toit quoted news reports referring to an “Afrikaner diaspora”, stating that
“Afrikaners [are] now at the front of the queue for tickets out of South Africa”.
And according to Statistics South Africa, the emigration figures of Afrikaners
have actually surpassed those of English-speaking whites.21
Apart from emigration destinations such as black African countries (e.g.
Mozambique, which has of late become a preferred émigré sanctuary)22, the
majority of Afrikaner emigrants seem to opt for English-speaking countries
such as the United Kingdom, Canada, the USA, Australia and New Zealand.
Afrikaners constitute almost half of the total number of South African emigrants
to countries such as New Zealand (with Auckland having become a hub of exSouth Africans by the mid-1990s), while 51% of South African doctors who
emigrated to the Canadian province of Saskatchewan were Afrikaans speaking.
20 Quoted by E Bornman, “Emigrasie onder Afrikaners vandag”, Tydskrif vir Geesteswetenskappe, 45 (3), September
2005, pp. 391, 398.
21 See BM du Toit, “Boers, Afrikaners, and Diasporas”, pp. 20-22, 26, 28; J van Rooyen, The new Great
Trek…, pp. 11, 26, 36-37, 50-51, 139, 169; E Bornman, “Emigrasie onder Afrikaners vandag”, Tydskrif vir
Geesteswetenskappe, 45, 3, September 2005, pp. 387, 393; W Brümmer, “Swaels van die suide”, Insig, 222,
Desember 2006, p. 25; J de Lange, “Immigrasie moet regkom om SA ekonomie te red – Beeld” (available at
http://www.solidaritysa.co.za/Tuis/wmprint.php?ArtID=884, as accessed on 19 March 2007), p. 1.
22 W Pelser, “Mosambiek se Vilanculos: Nuwe tuiste vir Afrikaners”, Rapport, 27 Mei 2007, p. i.
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Language adaptability and cultural similarities, living standards, family ties,
climate and the demand for skills were decisive in determining these emigrant
destinations. The Afrikaner preference for domicile in predominantly Caucasian
countries23 corroborates du Toit’s observations that they choose to settle among
communities of European settlers, where their ethnicity is not questioned or
challenged, and where the cultural and religious milieu more or less matches
their requirements. But when identity was “facilitated” by differences in
colour, religion, and (non-English) languages, the settlers maintained their
ethnic associations and distanced themselves from other groups around them.
Afrikaner diaspora communities in Argentina and East Africa, for instance,
remained cultural and ethnic islands, whereas Afrikaner emigrants to
predominantly English-speaking Caucasian and Protestant countries blend
with peoples sharing similar biological, religious and cultural characteristics.24
The international Afrikaner diaspora and the traumatic impact it has had on
family structures has stirred a lively response – the so-called bly of gly-debat
(stay-or-go-debate) - in Afrikaner circles at home. There are probably very
few contemporary Afrikaner families who do not have some or other émigré
relatives abroad. Especially since the 1990s, disparaging references to the
“chicken run” and accusations of emigrants being “disloyal”, “unpatriotic”,
“cowardly” and “racist” resonated in the South African press. Arguments
for or against emigration became politicised and personal. While one side
questioned the loyalty and patriotism of those who were leaving, the other
side pointed to the socio-political conditions that caused people to leave
the country. The leftist political view is that emigrants are racists who are
leaving simply because they cannot tolerate living under a black government.
From an Afrikaner nationalist perspective, emigrants were regarded as traitors
as they were committing “treason” against the Afrikaner people in South
Africa by weakening the strength of the white population group as a whole.
Consequently, so the argument goes, the reduction of Afrikaner numbers as a
result of emigration will adversely affect the survival of the Afrikaans language
and culture.
Others held the view that Afrikaners relinquished their right to be called
Afrikaners once they live overseas and that the Afrikaans language cannot
survive outside South Africa. But for many emigrants a profound sense of
23 BM du Toit, “Boers, Afrikaners, and diasporas”, pp. 12, 19-22, 27-28; J van Rooyen, The new Great Trek…, pp.
xii, 27, 38, 50-51, 139-162; T Botha & J Baxter, The expat confessions…, pp. 6, 18.
22 See BM du Toit, “Boers, Afrikaners, and diasporas” (Paper, SAASA Seminar 2003), pp. 10, 13-14, 43 and BM
du Toit, The Boers in East Africa…, pp. 10-11, 33, 174.
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loss – the loss of a unique sense of “South Africanness” and, in some cases,
an Afrikaner culture, hence a loss of identity - is a recurrent motif. Some
experience feelings of quilt “for leaving their countrymen in the lurch”. A
large portion of emigrants continually express their desire to return to South
Africa and to make a contribution to its prosperity, but insist that lifethreatening crime prevents them from doing so.25 According to Du Toit,
therefore, one finds that the Afrikaner diaspora was driven by a considerable
sense of coercion. Many current Afrikaner émigrés give as the reason for
their emigration the coercion deriving from fears about their personal safety
and the future of their children.26 Wasserman argues that the emigrant’s
recollection of origin engages with new impulses and cultural stimulation, as
it is impossible to maintain an old cultural identity in isolation. Therefore a
new hybrid cultural identity is composed from various points of reference.27
Nevertheless, those who emigrate successfully tend to recreate some sense of
order, possibly by having fellow émigrés in their neighbourhood and a circle of
friends visiting and socializing together, speaking the native language, joining
religious and cultural groups, or, more recently, using the Internet to remain
in touch. For example, Afrikaners who emigrated to New Zealand and the
United Kingdom were able to re-create a sub-culture of ex-South Africans, and
more importantly, a community of Afrikaners in cultural-linguistic enclaves or
in certain suburbs, expatriate Afrikaans clubs, publications, Internet websites
and programmes (which can also be connected to Afrikaans radio stations
in South Africa), cultural festivals, barbeque gatherings, and stores that sell
South African foods in an attempt to introduce Afrikaans into some schools
and by creating a sense of unity and continuity through church groups and
congregations. By 2000 the three Afrikaans Reformed Churches appeared to
have accepted the inevitability of the Afrikaner exodus and were considering
assisting emigrants by establishing congregations abroad to be headed by
ministers from South Africa. By 2007, for instance, a minister from a DRC
congregation in Potchefstroom was sent on an “outreach” ministry to the
Perth Afrikaans Reformed Church, as there were an estimated 80 000 to
90 000 ex-South Africans living in Western Australia.
25 See J Van Rooyen, The new Great Trek…, pp. ix, xii, 115-116, 124-130, 136,138; BM du Toit, “Boers, Afrikaners,
and diasporas”, pp. 19-20, 39; T Botha & J Baxter, The expat confessions…, pp. 13, 51, 55; W Brümmer,
“Swaels van die suide”, Insig, 222, Desember 2006, pp. 26-27. See also H Wasserman, “Om hergeboorte te
verbeel – ‘n Postkoloniale beskouing van migrasie, kultuur en identiteit”, E van Heerden (ed.), Briewe deur die
lug – LitNet/Taalsekretariaat-skrywersberaad 2000 (Kaapstad, Tafelberg, 2001), pp. 298, 301 and T du Plessis,
“Begrip ‘Afrikaner’ in die smeltkroes”, Rapport, 11 Augustus 2002, p. 16.
26 BM du Toit, “Boers, Afrikaners, and diasporas”, p. 42.
27 H Wasserman, “Om hergeboorte te verbeel…”, E van Heerden (ed.), Briewe deur die lug…, p. 302.
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Little South Africa’s?
These are diaspora communities which re-establish and perpetuate valued
aspects of their language and culture. An Afrikaner collective memory is
thus kept alive informally in social contacts, rituals of interaction such as
picnics, dances, gatherings, and religious and linguistic identity, by receiving
South African entertainers and sports figures, by still supporting South
African sports teams and also by individuals keeping in touch with family
and friends, especially through electronic mail. In this way an emotional
attachment to a South African identity remains with many emigrants much
longer. For a sizeable section of expatriates South Africa remains “home” for
a very long time, and a considerable part of their time and energy is spent in
trying to recreate a “Little South Africa” for themselves in their new country.
Therefore Du Toit argues that communal boundaries – linguistic, cultural and
religious – are patrolled by services offered to members, for example, through
Afrikaans churches, radio programmes, library holdings and especially an
Afrikaans club.28

To come home or not?
In contrast to the flood of Afrikaner emigration, efforts are also being
made to persuade expatriates to return to South Africa, especially the Kom
Huistoe-Veldtog (Come Home Campaign), driven by AfriForum, a subsidiary
of the Afrikaans-orientated trade union Solidarity. But despite AfriForum’s
arguments about the “misperceptions” about an ideal life abroad and its
claims of successfully persuading expatriates to return to South Africa in an
effort to augment the country’s dwindling skills pool, since launching the
campaign more than two years ago they have succeeded in repatriating only
about 1500 South Africans.29 The process of assimilation into their host
counties might be slow for some emigrants, but the fact remains that most
28 BM du Toit, “Boers, Afrikaners, and diasporas”, pp. 12, 38, 42; J Van Rooyen, The new Great Trek…, pp.
131, 137-162, 166, 168; A Pretorius, “’n Afrikaner-diaspora?...”, p. 3; “Evangelie weerklink in Afrikaans op
Australiese platteland”, Kerkbode, 9 Februarie 2007, p. 4; C van Wyk, “Australiërtjies neem nou Afrikaans”, Die
Burger, 14 Januarie 2005, p. 6; A Rademeyer, “’Blokes’ en ‘mates’ wil Afrikaans leer praat”, Die Burger, 22 Maart
2006, p. 9.
29 See J De Lange, “Immigrasie moet regkom om SA ekonomie te red - Beeld” (available at http://www.solidaritysa.
co.za/Tuis/wmprint.php?ArtID=884, as accessed on 19 March 2007), p. 3; “AfriForum kom huistoe-veldtog.
Wanpersepsies oor die lewe in die buiteland & algemene inligting oor emigrasie” (available at http://www.
komhuistoe.co.za/wanpersepsies.htm, as accessed on 10 May 2007) and A Baily, “Verlore Kundigheid Kom
Huis Toe”, Solidariteit, 1, 2007, pp. 22-23.
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settlers have indicated that they are happy in their new homelands and have
no desire, nor any intention, to return to South Africa, except perhaps for
the occasional holiday. Although many first-generation Afrikaner emigrants
may tend to cling tenaciously to their culture, traditions and language, for
Du Toit and Pretorius the problem lies with the second and third generations.
The children of Afrikaner emigrants quickly forget or unlearn how to speak
Afrikaans. Therefore the maintenance of an Afrikaner identity abroad, which
depends on successive generations of “Afrikaners”, is not sustainable. As the
process of being different becomes harder to maintain, and when boundaries
become so porous that identity cannot be maintained, then such identity
fades.30

Efforts at redefining Afrikaner identity in post-apartheid South Africa
Loammi Wolf, a human rights specialist, correctly observed that Afrikaner
identity is not a static entity which can be vacuum-packed or categorically
delimited.31

Perspectives on the position of Afrikaners
Especially since the transformation era of the administration of President
Thabo Mbeki, who introduced an accelerated programme of the Africanisation
of almost all spheres of public South African life, a huge disillusionment
with the new South Africa has permeated the mindset of many Afrikaners.
According to a 1999 survey by Professor Lawrence Schlemmer, a respected
South African sociological analyst, an alarming degree of alienation has
developed between the Afrikaner community and the new political and social
order since 1994. According to Schlemmer, many Afrikaners felt “switched
off” and marginalised, and did not take much interest in mainstream (i.e.
black) South Africa. These feelings thus correlate with the manifestations of
the Afrikaner diaspora as discussed above. Schlemmer argues that Afrikaners
30 See BM du Toit, “Boers, Afrikaners, and diasporas” (Paper, SAASA Seminar, 2003), pp. 1, 37, 40, 42-43; J Van
Rooyen, The new Great Trek…, pp. 38, 130, 137, 140, 168; T Botha & J Baxter, The expat confessions…, pp. 5455, 79-81; A Pretorius, “’n Afrikaner-diaspora?...”, pp. 4-5; E Bornman, “Emigrasie onder Afrikaners vandag”,
Tydskrif vir Geesteswetenskappe, 45 (3), September 2005, pp. 387-388; H Aucamp, “Hou op ‘Afrikaans!’ skree,
Die Burger, 6 April 2002, p. 13; B de Villiers, “Probeer eerder dié wat not nog hier is in SA te hou”, Rapport, 27
November 2005, p. 14; B Marais, “Dié studie verskil met Kom Huis Toe-syfers” and CF Kotzé, “Emigrante sal
gewis nie terugkeer nie”, Rapport, 22 Oktober 2006, p. xi.
31 L Wolf, “Die busreis van Afrikaner-identiteit”, Bylae by Die Burger, 26 Mei 2007, p. 15.
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had believed that, in any negotiated settlement, their representatives would
drive a hard bargain and their hubris had convinced them that they alone could
rule the country. Instead, they have been proven wrong on both accounts.32
Flip Buys, the chief executive officer of Solidarity, the trade union with the
biggest Afrikaner-based worker constituency in South Africa, very aptly put
these attitudes into words in an article in Rapport, the national Afrikaans
Sunday paper. According to Buys, by 1994 the majority of Afrikaner voters
were convinced of the necessity for blacks to obtain full political rights, but
eventually became concerned that the political changes went further than
the granting of equal rights and that the Afrikaners’ own rights were under
threat. Afrikaners wanted a full and equal democracy, but did not anticipate
that their own democratic rights would be marginalised and that they would
be structurally disempowered. They began to feel like second-class citizens
themselves. They voted for the abolition of racial discrimination, but did not
expect that they themselves would become a target of such discrimination.
They regarded it as just that indigenous languages should reach their full
potential, but were of the opinion that this could be achieved without
marginalising Afrikaners. They agreed to black economic empowerment, but
became concerned that black empowerment in some instances could lead to
their own disempowerment. They were willing to let the ANC exiles return
from abroad, but did not anticipate circumstances changing so dramatically
that their own loved ones would leave South Africa in droves.
Afrikaners accepted that black history should find its rightful place in
the national discourse, but did not expect to see Afrikaner history almost
criminalized. Afrikaners understood the ANC’s viewpoint that ANC
place names and its heritage should receive greater recognition, but did
not wish their own historic Afrikaner place names and heritage to be sidelined. They realized the necessity to improve black education, but protested
when they began to see how the ANC government was taking control over
Afrikaans education and institutions, a process that went hand in hand with
anglicizing them. Buys declared that whites understood the necessity for
the implementation of affirmative action, but rejected its misuse to anglicize
Afrikaans institutions and bring them under black control under the pretext
of striving for representativity. The White electorate exchanged minority
control for a democratic legal state, but are extremely concerned that the
32 See L Schlemmer, “Factors in the persistence or decline of ethnic group mobilisation: a conceptual review and
case study of cultural group responses among Afrikaners in post-apartheid South Africa” (Ph.D, UCT, 1999).
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country is beginning to change into a “transformation state”.33
The feelings of disillusionment were also aggravated when FW de Klerk, in
response to the ANC’s contrary opinions regarding a power-sharing cabinet
as a principle in the final post-apartheid constitution, took the National Party
(NP) - historically the home of the majority of Afrikaners and which had
taken its white support for granted in the 1994 election - out of the then
Government of National Unity (GNU) at the end of 1996. This move left the
Afrikaners and the larger white community without formal political power.
Soon after the withdrawal of his party from the GNU in 1996, De Klerk
himself resigned from politics – a move which caused terminal damage to the
NP. After the 2004 general election, and after having received a mere 250 000
votes on a national basis, Marthinus van Schalkwyk, De Klerk’s successor as
NP leader and a career political opportunist per excellence, committed the
“ultimate treason”, as it was referred to by critical writers in the Afrikaans
press. Van Schalkwyk announced the demise of the NP and advised the
remaining NP MPs to join the ANC as he himself accepted a cabinet post in
the Mbeki administration.34
Strident Afrikaner reactions were already evident in 2000 when a controversial
Afrikaner radio journalist, Chris Louw, caused a sensation among Afrikaners
in what came to be known as the “Boetman debate”. Louw wrote a furious
letter to Willem de Klerk, a prominent Afrikaner opinion maker and elder
brother of FW de Klerk. He charged Willem de Klerk and his generation of
Afrikaner leaders with paternalism and political cowardice and deceit. Without
ever having fought a war themselves, they had sent a younger generation of
Afrikaners to war on the country’s borders against ANC insurgents and into
black townships to defend apartheid as a noble cause, but then collapsed
when confronted with a tough ANC at the negotiating table.35
33 F Buys, “Afrikaners moet hul toekoms help vorm”, Rapport, 20 Junie 2004, p. II; F Buys, “Verandering was dié
party se ondergang”, Rapport, 15 Augustus 2004, p. 20.
34 H Giliomee, The Afrikaners…, p. 656; WP Visser, “Coming to terms with the past and the present: Afrikaner
experience of and reaction to the ‘new’ South Africa” (Paper, Seminar, Centre for African studies, University of
Copenhagen, 30 September 2004), pp. 3-5. See also T du Plessis, “Min opsies vir ‘n sterwende party”, Rapport,
18 April 2004, p.20 and for its withdrawal from the GNU as the beginning of the eventual demise of the NP.
See J Heunis, Die Binnekring. Terugblikke op die laaste dae van blanke regering (Johannesburg & Kaapstad,
Jonathan Ball Uitgewers, 2007), p. 167.
35 C Louw, “Boetman is die bliksem in”, Die Burger, 8 Mei 2000, p. 11 and C Louw, Boetman en die swanesang
van die verligtes (Cape Town, Human & Rousseau, 2001). In a specific context the Afrikaans word Boetman
can imply the belittlement of someone and expressing a low opinion of him, reflecting the superior attitude of
an older man towards a younger man). Louw’s critique is thus a rejection of all forms of paternalism. See also
Louw’s discussion of the Afrikaners’ “Boetman reaction”, C Louw, “Grootoog en die naeltjie van God”, E Van
Heerden (ed.), Briewe deur die lug…, pp. 287-296.
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This uneasiness with the effects of the transformation from white minority
rule to a black-controlled democratic state had a profound influence on
the ethnic psyche of Afrikaners and on the discourse about the place of an
Afrikaner identity in post-1994 South Africa. Buys argues that, where the
importance of Afrikanerhood and identity had been overstated before 1994, it
was reviled after that. At the same time, the degradation of Afrikaner identity
as an integral part of their group identity undermined their loyalty to their
country and the African continent.36 This view was also echoed by Tim du
Plessis, the editor of Rapport.37 In the discourse on Afrikaner identity there
was thus a correlation between the emotions of emigrating Afrikaners and
those of their kinsfolk who chose to remain South Africans. These emotions
include disillusionment, alienation, a sense of marginalisation, detachment,
feelings of exclusion, “dejection”, inward migration, a sense of powerlessness,
and a loss of status and national identity in the post-1994 dispensation. To
this could be added the apparent ideological drive and insensitivity among
certain ANC functionaries to change and replace place names of particular
significance in the Afrikaner cultural heritage without proper consultation or
consensus.38 Wolf refers to this phenomenon as a collective Afrikaner identity
crisis.39
In the light of the soul-searching about their cultural and political existence
in and relationship to the new South Africa, Amanda Gouws, a professor in
political science at the University of Stellenbosch, asks a rather controversial
rhetorical question in a newspaper column as to whether there is any other
population group in the world that is so “obsessed” with its identity as white
Afrikaners.40 This identity crisis became apparent when, against the background
of the negative association of the history of Afrikanerdom with apartheid,
36 F Buys, “Ons mag maar aan ons eie kant wees”, Rapport, 15 Julie 2007, p. 20.
37 T du Plessis, “Treiter die ANC die Afrikaners?”, Rapport, 13 Augustus 2006, http://free.financialmail.
co.za/07/0209/features/efeat.htm, Digest Number 108 (posted by akripolis@yahoogroups.com, 14 Aug.
2006).
38 See e.g. H Giliomee en L Schlemmer, “Kwaad maar kwesbaar, versigtig en vervreem”, Die Vrye Afrikaan, 16
September 2005, pp. 1, 4; A Venter, “Nasionale identiteitsvraagstukke in postapartheid-Suid-Afrika”, Tydskrif
vir Geesteswetenskappe, 39 (1), Maart 1999, p. 23; ZB du Toit, Die nuwe Toekoms…, pp. 74, 127, 349; “Rapport
editor T du Plessis looks at the emergence of a new Afrikaner” and “New Afrikaner unity a call for leadership”,
Mail and Guardian, 2 March 2007, Digest Number 125 (posted by akripolis@yahoogroups.com, 3 March
2007); “‘Oubaas’”, Afrikaners lyk gehawend”, Die Burger, 8 Mei 2007, p. 18; M Rossouw, “Afrikaans kry minder
steun, sê Giliomee” and “Afrikaners ‘glo hulle word bedreig soos ná Boereoorlog’”, Die Burger, 1 Junie 2005, p.
7; F Buys, “Só kan Afrikaner na toekoms reik”, Rapport, 16 Januarie 2005, p. II; M du Preez, “Changing ideas
of Afrikaner/white identity” (available at http://www.litnet.co.za/seminarroom/max_du_preez.asp, as accessed
on 22 July 2005), pp. 1-10.
39 L Wolf, “The rainbow blues of ‘De la Rey’” (available at http://www.litnet.co.za/cgi-bin/giga.cgi?cmd=print_
article&news_id=12944&cause-i, as accessed on 10 April 2007), p. 6.
40 A Gouws, “Ons beheptheid met Afrikanerskap”, Die Burger, 24 Mei 2007, p. 10.
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some prominent Afrikaner intellectuals, in an act of self-renunciation, publicly
distanced and disassociated themselves from their Afrikaner ethnic identity
while still maintaining Afrikaans as their language.41 According to Giliomee
and Schlemmer, it was probably in an effort to be politically correct and to
limit any damage to their image and academic careers.42 “Koos Kombuis”,
the stage name for the Afrikaans rock star and author André Le Roux du Toit,
even absurdly announced his “resignation” from Afrikanerdom in public,
while still continuing to perform and write in Afrikaans.43
In a vigorous polemic that was waged in the Afrikaans media, however, such
utterances were severely criticised and lambasted by Afrikaners who argued
that an Afrikaner identity deserved a space in the new South Africa, albeit
non-racially redefined.44 Even the respected black academic and political
analyst, Sipho Seepe, advised Afrikaners to create a new (Afrikaner) identity
which would encourage relations between the various racial communities.
He cautioned them that by constantly seeking accommodation with, and
recognition from, their new (black) political masters, they would weaken
their role in the formation of a new non-racial, non-sexist, prosperous and
democratic South Africa.45

41 See e.g. D Hefers, “Afrikaner-debat is uitgeleef, dood”, Die Burger, 23 Junie 2002, p. 16; PF Erasmus, “Begrip
‘Afrikaner’ het nie bestaansreg”, Die Burger, 23 Maart 2003, p. 25; W Esterhuyse, “Rassisme die eintlike gevaar”,
Die Burger, 13 April 2005, p. 14; A van Niekerk, “Kyk vorentoe, vat hande”, Die Burger, 21 April 2005, p. 20;
A van Niekerk en W Esterhuyse, “Nuwe nasionale identiteit is nodig”, Die Burger, 16 Mei 2005, p. 8; P de Vos,
“Afrikanerskap is nie a-polities nie”, Die Burger, 26 April 2005, p. 20; P de Vos, “Nie veel swart Afrikaners”, Die
Burger, 17 Mei 2005, p. 13; “Die wysgere stamp koppe”, Rapport, 27 Februarie 2005, p. vi; A de Vries, “NeoVoortrekkervrou”, Insig, Mei 2007, pp. 52-53; H Giliomee, The Afrikaners…, p. 616; A van Niekerk, “Oor die
wegbly van die jollie bobbejaan”, http://www.litnet.co.za, 26 January 2005 (posted by akripolis@yahoogroups.
com, 7 Feb. 2005).
42 H Giliomee en L Schlemmer, “Kwaad maar kwesbaar, versigtig en vervreem”, Die Vrye Afrikaan, 16 September
2005, p. 4.
43 Koos Kombuis, “You will always find me in the kitchen at parties” (available at http://www.litnet.co.za/
koospens/in_the_kitchen.asp, as accessed on 3 Feb. 2006), pp. 1-5.
44 See e.g. H Giliomee, “Voetsoolvlak lewer die ware demokrate”, Die Burger, 19 Julie 2005, p. 8; G Brand,
“Wanaangepas, op die verkeerde plek, uit pas”, Die Burger, 4 April 2007, p. 19; N Viljoen, “Bly ‘n Afrikaner”,
Die Burger, 9 April 2007, p. 8; JD Coetzee, “Kan nie stam ontbind”, Die Burger, 16 April 2007, p. 12; L
Scholtz, “Hoekom ek Afrikaner is…oor ek een ís”, Die Burger, 11 Mei 2007, p. 14; D Roodt, “Die Bôggom
en Voertsek-debat” (posted by akripolis@yahoogroups.com, on 7 Feb. 2007); J Rossouw, “Hoera vir die Jollie
Bobbejaan! ‘n Antwoord aan Anton van Niekerk” (available at http://www.vryeafrikaan.co.za/lees.php?id=108,
as accessed on 17 Feb. 2005), pp. 1-6. See also M Kriel, “Fools, philologists and philosophers: Afrikaans and the
politics of cultural nationalism”, Politikon, 33 (1), April 2006, footnote 8, p. 68.
45 S Seepe, “Laat jul STEM hoor”, Rapport, 29 Oktober 2006, p. 23.
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The Afrikaans language debate
One of the most contentious issues regarding Afrikaner identity is the status
and position of the Afrikaans language. In his surveys Schlemmer found that
the issue of language rights represented the one area where white Afrikaans
speakers felt most threatened and ethnically marginalized, and that a sense of
being discriminated against in terms of language and culture is a matter of
near-consensus among them.46 Ampie Coetzee, a retired professor of Afrikaans
literature at the University of the Western Cape, aptly put these sentiments
into words by stating that for Afrikaners Afrikaans is more than a language, it’s
a “tonguing” of identity. Putting it like this, he implied that if Afrikaners were
to lose their language, they would become nothing.47 Jaco Alant, a lecturer
in languages at the Durban University of Technology, ascribes the strong
links to Afrikaner identity underlying the language debate to their experience
during the twentieth century of being empowered in their own anguage.
This explains Afrikaners’ propensity to make language an issue of identity.48
Although the post-apartheid South African constitution provides for eleven
official languages, among others also Afrikaans, since 1994 Afrikaans has
been dropped as a language of the state’s bureaucracy. Central, provincial
and local governments have switched to functioning virtually exclusively in
English, as have the parastatals and government research institutes. There are
pressures to downgrade Afrikaans within the legal system and there has been
a dramatic decline in Afrikaans usage on television, while English has become
the dominant television language. Afrikaans has effectively been abandoned
as a language of signage, product labelling and announcements at airports and
railway stations. Companies that previously ran their operations in Afrikaans
are also switching to English. As part of their identity crisis and identity
“dislocation”, Eric Louw argues that Afrikaners not only have to come to
terms with a loss of state patronage, but also face a degree of state hostility
directed at their language and cultural forms.49
46 L Schlemmer, “Factors in the persistence or decline of ethnic group mobilisation…”, pp. 153, 241-243, 318,
342, 344, 346.
47 A Coetzee, “Waarheid van taal is Engels”, Die Burger, 16 Februarie 2006, p. 23.
48 J Alant, “Oor bemagtiging, taal en die Afrikaans-debat in die Coca-Cola-demokrasie” (available at http://www.
linet.co.za/taaldebat/alant_coca_cola.asp, as accessed on 28 July 2006), pp. 1-8.
49 PE Louw, “Political power, national identity, and language: The case of Afrikaans”, International Journal of the
Sociology of Language, 170, October 2004, pp. 44, 46-47, 51, 54; P Duvenhage, “Multilingualism, Afrikaans and
Normative Political Theory” (Paper, International Colloquium on Multilingualism and the Media, University
of Antwerpen, 30 November 2004), pp. 1, 3-5; ZB du Toit, Die nuwe Toekoms…, pp. 200-217, 225-227, 233240.
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The language debate in schools
But it was state pressure to convert Afrikaans schools and universities into
parallel- or dual-medium institutions in order to provide access to nonAfrikaans speakers that has unleashed various forms of mobilisation from
the Afrikaner community. Many Afrikaners believe that the survival of
their culture and ethnic identity ultimately depends on the survival of their
language, and they fear that the predominance of English, when introduced
in parallel or dual systems of education, would eventually lead to Afrikaans
institutions of learning becoming anglicised.
A sensational case in point was the legal battle waged over the medium of
instruction of the Afrikaans-medium Primary School Mikro, in Kuilsrivier,
near Cape Town. In January 2005 the Department of Education of the
Western Cape Province attempted to compel the school to take in a number
of English-speaking learners, arguing that the English schools in the
Kuilsrivier area were filled to capacity and that Mikro had spare capacity. The
Department’s decision would in effect have changed the school’s medium of
instruction to dual medium. The school’s governing board, however, acting
on behalf of the Afrikaans parent community, took the Department to court
to prevent the change of its language of instruction. The court ruled in favour
of the governing body and stipulated that the Department could not force the
school to teach learners in English. Even the Department’s appeal against this
court ruling failed. The Court of Appeal confirmed the ruling of the Cape
Town Supreme Court that school governing bodies had a constitutional right
to determine the language of instruction in their schools.50
Other Afrikaans schools had mixed success as “small victories“ - a phrase
coined by Johann Rossouw, the editor of the mouthpiece of the FAK, Die
Vrye Afrikaan51 – to fend off efforts at anglicisation. In Gauteng Province
Hercules High, an Afrikaans high school, successfully defended its language
of instruction in court,52 but in the Northern Cape Province three Afrikaans
schools were forced by the local Department of Education to introduce a dual
50 M Merton, “Mikro se uitspraak ‘sege vir Afrikaans’”, Die Burger, 19 Februarie 2005, p. 8; M Merton en P de
Bruin, “Aikona! WKOD kan skole nie dwing om Rooitaal te huisves”, Die Burger, 28 Junie 2005, p. 1; Anon.,
“Mikro”, Die Burger, 18 Julie 2005, p. 10; J Rossouw, “Onderwys: Die staat teen die gemeenskap. Die geval van
Laerskool Mikro” (available at http://www.vryeafrikaan.co.za/lees.php?id=148, as accessed on 28 April 2005),
pp. 1-6.
51 See J Rossouw, “Die Afrikaanse universiteit van die toekoms”, Die Vrye Afrikaan, 17 Februarie 2006, pp. 1, 10.
Rossouw used the Afrikaans term vegbakens.
52 H Giliomee, “Verbetering in retoriek oor rol van Afrikaans”, Die Burger, 12 November 2002, p. 10; A de Vries,
“Beheerraad skop vas oor beleid”, Rapport, 30 Januarie 2005, p. 7.
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system of instruction.53 And in Mpumalanga Province a court case is pending
on the status of Afrikaans as the only medium of instruction at Ermelo High,
one of the last remaining Afrikaans high schools in that province.54

Universities and the medium of instruction
The most ferocious contemporary debate on language matters, however, was
waged among Afrikaners themselves on the position of Afrikaans as medium
of instruction at the University of Stellenbosch – an institution which is often
referred to as the (historical) “cradle of nationalistic Afrikanerdom”. This
fierce debate initiated the mobilisation and participation of the university’s
Afrikaans-speaking alumni on an unprecedented scale in the post-1994 era.
The debate was characterised by hardened stances, which at times amounted
to personal attacks and which were reminiscent of bitter political and cultural
feuds that occurred among Afrikaners in the past.
The issue became public soon after the appointment in 2002 of Professor
Chris Brink as the new Vice-Chancellor of the University of Stellenbosch.
According to the Higher Education Act of 1997, the Minister of Education
determined the language policy of institutions of higher education. In
2002 the then minister, Kader Asmal, declared that exclusive Afrikaansspeaking universities should also make provision for parallel instruction as
no student could be obstructed from enrolling at any state-funded university
as a result of the language of instruction, especially in strategic subjects such
as engineering and medical sciences. In addition, these universities were to
provide the Department of Education with time frames for the period 2004
to 2006 in which their adjusted language policies would be implemented.55
Consequently, under Brink’s leadership the University of Stellenbosch began
to adjust its language policy to one of dual Afrikaans-English instruction on
undergraduate level and declared that the issue of the medium of instruction
is a problem which “should not be solved but should be managed”.56
53 J van Wyk, “Afrikaanse skole kry regshulp oor beleid”, Die Burger, 6 September 2004, p. 6; A de Vries, “Taaldekreet ruk skole in Kuruman”, Rapport, 12 September 2004, p. 4; G Venter, “Gideonsbende veg vir Afrikaans
in skole”, Die Wêreld, 15 Mei 2005, p. 6.
54 W Pelser en C Fourie, “Pandor hof toe oor skool se taalstryd”, Rapport, 11 Februarie 2007, p. 6; Anon., “Ermelo
se sein”, Rapport, 18 Februarie 2007, p. 20; Anon., “Van top-skool tot flop-skool?”, Beeld, 17 February 2007,
Digest Number 124 (posted by akripolis@yahoogroups.com, 18 Feb. 2007). See also RW Johnson, “Goodbye
isiXhosa”, Prospect, May 2006, Digest Number 92 (posted by akripolis@yahoogroups.com, 29 April 2006).
55 B Louw, “Goeie nuus vir Afrikaans”, Die Burger, 9 November 2002, p. 13.
56 C Brink, “US-rektor stel taalvisie”, Die Burger, 11 Junie 2002, p. 9.

20

Afrikaner responses to post-apartheid South Africa

Opinion formers and other intellectuals on the USA - language debate
This policy soon led to serious criticism by prominent Afrikaner intellectuals
and other public figures, who stated that such a language strategy would lead
to a “reckless” language displacement of Afrikaans, to the gradual anglicisation
of the University and to the “suicide” of Afrikaans. These lobbyists advocated
that Afrikaans should remain the University’s “anchor language”.57 Professor
Pieter Kapp, the chairperson of the University’s convocation, representing its
alumni, prophetically warned that the university’s language policy “could lead
to protracted language tension and turbulence on campus”.58 The matter was
temporarily put to rest when Brink assured an exceptionally large meeting of
the convocation of approximately 1000 alumni in 2002 that, according to the
University’s new draft language policy, no English-speaking student would
be able to exercise a veto over the use of Afrikaans in undergraduate lectures
and that the University did not intend to introduce a parallel medium of
instruction as a norm. Afrikaans would remain the undergraduate medium of
instruction “by default”. In response to Brink’s reassurances the convocation
tabled a motion that the University of Stellenbosch “should be positioned as
an Afrikaans-speaking university which accommodate multilingualism and
not as a multilingual university which accommodates Afrikaans”.59
However, the Stellenbosch language debate flared up again soon after and
intensified when the University management approved of the Faculty of Art’s
2005 decision to introduce dual Afrikaans-English medium of instruction
in all its undergraduate courses. This would become the fiercest debate in
Afrikaner circles on the status and place of their language in post-apartheid
South Africa since 1994. The issue threatened to totally alienate the University
of Stellenbosch management from the largest section of its alumni and
traditional Afrikaans supporters. The debate swiftly divided people into two
camps and was characterised by personal accusations, innuendo and opposing
positions which became more and more intransigent. Pro-Afrikaans lobbyists,
including more than eighty Afrikaans writers, academics and intellectuals,
57 See e.g. H Giliomee, “Stellenbosch moet besliste reëls instel”, Die Burger, 18 Junie 2002, p. 10; JL Sadie,
“Afrikaans by US gerelativeer”, Die Burger, 21 Junie 2002, p. 10; L Scholtz, “Afrikaans: Trek streep nóú op
Stellenbosch”, Die Burger, 28 Junie 2002, p. 10; T du Plessis, “Baklei gerus, maar maak seker jy wen”, Rapport,
30 Junie 2002, p. 18; J Vosloo, “Taaltwis in die skadu van die eike”, Rapport, 30 Junie 2002, p. 19; A-M
Mischke, “Drastiese taalplan”, Rapport, 1 September 2002, p. 1.
58 T Ferreira, “Nog ‘n fel aanval op US-taalplan”, Die Burger, 1 Oktober 2002, p. 1; T Ferreira, “US teen uitgerekte
taalonrus gemaan”, Die Burger, 14 Oktober 2002, p. 2.
59 B Louw, “Taalkwessie: Maties trek saam”, Die Burger, 15 November 2002, p. 1; Anon., “Dawie”, Pragtige
oorwinning vir Afrikaans en sy mense”, Die Burger, 16 November 2002, p. 10; J Vosloo, “Matie-debat is
futloos”, Rapport, 17 November 2002, p. 6.
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some of international repute, accused Brink, the university management and
their supporters of a breach of trust between them and the alumni on the
position of Afrikaans at the institution. The Brink camp was also accused
of favouring English, the “killer language” and of putting Afrikaans on a
“slippery slope to anglicisation and extinction”.60
According to Die Vrye Afrikaan the Afrikaners in the Brink camp suffered from
“pathological guilt” because of the apartheid past. They could only maintain
the positions of power or influence they enjoyed under the new dispensation
by “relativising, denying or even renouncing their ethno-linguistic identity”.61
On the other hand, the Brink camp accused the Afrikaans lobbyists of being
“neo-Afrikaners”, “neo-conservatives“, “reactionary”, and of “clinging to
privileges”, who with their arguments were pursuing an Afrikaner “volkstaat
of the mind”, or an “Afrikaner enclave” and were “yearning for a discredited
past and a defunct Afrikaner nationalism”.62
The mobilisation around the language policy at the University of Stellenbosch
became even more intense when about 3000 students signed a petition, and
when a circular from the convocation petitioned more than 70 000 alumni to
oppose the dual-medium option.63 Matters came to a head when a meeting
of the convocation was called at Stellenbosch in November 2005. About
1200 alumni converged on the University town in what was to become the
largest meeting in the convocation’s history. Approximately 2600 Stellenbosch
graduates from all over the world participated in the language debate and 2549
endorsed a reconfirmation of the convocation’s 2002 motion that Stellenbosch
University should be positioned as an Afrikaans-speaking university which
accommodates multilingualism. Rossouw regarded the event as representing
a co-operation between Afrikaans students and (Afrikaans) civil society on a
60 See B Breytenbach, et. al, “Afrikaans nou op glybaan by US”, Die Burger, 22 September 2005; M O’ Connor,
“US se ‘T-beleid plaas Afrikaans op glybaan’”, Die Burger, 22 September 2005; “Dié skrywers teken almal
US-beswaarskrif ”, Die Burger, 13 Oktober 2005, p. 2; P Kapp, “US ‘versaak sy eie visie’”, Die Burger, 18
Oktober 2005, p. 13; M Malan, “‘Taal-tsoenami’ tref beleërde Matieland”, Rapport, 30 Oktober 2005, p. 8; E
Joubert, et. al, “Skrywersversoek aan die US” (available at http://www.litnet.co.za/taaldebat/skrywersversoek.
asp, as accessed on 13 Dec. 2005), pp. 1-7; See also H Giliomee and L Schlemmer, (eds.), Kruispad. Die toekoms
van Afrikaans as openbare taal (Cape Town, Tafelberg, 2001); H Giliomee and L Schlemmer, ‘n Vaste plek vir
Afrikaans (Stellenbosch, Sun Press, 2006).
61 J Rossouw, “Die Afrikaanse universiteit van die toekoms”, Die Vrye Afrikaan, 17 Februarie 2006, p. 10.
62 See e.g. C Brink, No lesser place. The taaldebat at Stellenbosch (Stellenbosch, Sun Press, 2006); F Cloete,
“Neokonserwatiewe aanslag op die psige”, Die Burger, 30 Maart 2006, p. 18.
63 M O’Connor, “Brief oor Afrikaans aan US na 70 000 oud-Maties op pad”, Die Burger, 28 September 2005,
p. 2; M Malan, “Maties maak hul stem dik vir Afrikaans”, Rapport, 23 Oktober 2005, p. 2; “Petisie aan die
Raad van die US” (available at http://www.litnet.co.za/miniseminare/matie_petisie.asp, as accessed on 17 Nov.
2005), pp. 1-2; Anon., “High noon op Stellenbosch”, Die Vrye Afrikaan, 18 November 2005, p. 5; Anon., “USstudentepeiling: Afrikaans toenemend geveto”, Die Vrye Afrikaan, 19 Mei 2006, p. 5.
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scale hardly seen since 1994. For others, the Stellenbosch debate represented
a “turning point” for Afrikaans either to be maintained as an “academic
language” or to be relegated to the status of a “kitchen language”. Never before
in its history were the executive of the University of Stellenbosch so severely
and sharply criticised in public by its own convocation for its policies.64 There
were, of course, also those who remained aloof of the debate as they regarded
both of these positions as too extreme.
The position of the Afrikaans lobbyists was strengthened when, in the wake
of the 2005 meeting, four pro-Afrikaans members of the convocation were
elected to serve on the council of the University of Stellenbosch, its highest
governing body. Simultaneously, three “Brink supporters” were defeated in the
election. It was clear that the pressure, as a result of the controversial language
policy, became untenable for the University’s management. Not only were
all decisions regarding language since 2002 referred back to the University’s
Senate and Council, but a committee headed by the Afrikaner historian and
newly elected pro-Afrikaans member of the Council, Hermann Giliomee,
was also requested to table an alternative language plan for the University.65
Eventually, the unpleasantness generated by the language debate, the
controversies which surrounded Brink’s policies, as well as the almost
untenable and massive public pressure the University management had to
face on the Afrikaans language issue, were probably all contributing factors
to the unexpected resignation of Chris Brink in July 2006 as Vice-Chancellor
of the University of Stellenbosch, quite some time before his tenure was
over. The Afrikaans press referred to Brink’s “faulty vision” and speculated
that his intransigent position on the university’s language policy had largely
estranged him from the Afrikaans-speaking community and claimed that he
even began to lose the unconditional support of some of the key role players
at the university.66
64 See Universiteit van Stellenbosch pamphlet, Vergadering van die Konvokasie, 9 November 2006, pp. 1-9; M
O’ Connor, “T-opsie vir US afgeskiet”, Die Burger, 11 November 2005, p. 1; R van der Horst, “US-krisis is
keerpunt vir Afrikaans se status”, Die Burger, 21 Mei 2006, p. 23; “High noon op Stellenbosch”, Die Vrye
Afrikaan, 18 November 2005, p. 5.
65 See C Smith, “US-raad vra senaat om weer na taalbeleid te kyk”, Die Burger, 8 November 2005, p. 1; “US-raad”,
Die Burger, 8 November 2005, p. 12; M Malan, “Verkiesing vir Maties se raad word taaloorlog”, Rapport, 19
Februarie 2006, p. 1; M Malan, “Ons wil Afrikaans bly!”, Rapport, 26 Maart 2006, p. 1; ZB du Toit, “Matierektor reik hand na Giliomee oor taal”, Rapport, 2 Julie 2006, p. 1; Anon., “US-Afrikaans”, Die Burger, 3 Julie
2006, p. 10; “US-rektor betrek Konvokasie-bestuur by taalproses”, US Nuus, 30 Junie 2006 (available at http://
www.sun.ac.za/news/NewsItem_Afr.asp?ItemID=10491&Zone=E05, as accessed on 24 June 2006).
66 See “Maties verloor rektor aan Britse universiteit”, US Mediaverklaring, 4 Julie 2006; M Malan en P Malan,
“Hy soek stil-stil werk oorsee”, Rapport, 9 Julie 2006, p. 10; “Foutiewe visie”, Rapport, 9 Julie 2006, p. 18; “Die
geval Chris Brink” (available at http://www.vryeafrikaan.co.za/lees.php?id=615, as accessed on 24 July 2006).
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Brink was succeeded at Stellenbosch by Prof. Russel Botman, the University’s
first Coloured Vice-Chancellor. Not only did the symbolic gesture behind
his well-received appointment represent a bolder striving towards greater
diversity at the university, but Botman introduced a fresh perspective to the
Stellenbosch language debate by stating that “the moral basis of Afrikaans
should be restored”.67 An interesting development since the advent of Botman’s
tenure was the founding of Adam Tas, a non-racial pro-Afrikaans student
lobby, on the campus.68 Although the issue of the University’s medium of
instruction is not resolved as yet, a changed atmosphere and spirit of cooperation on campus between the pro-Afrikaans lobbyists and the University
management, in an effort to resolve this sensitive matter, has been noticeable.69

Afrikaans popular culture and the “De la Rey phenomenon”
Whereas it is mostly the middle-aged and older generations of Afrikaners who
seem to be suffering a “post-(Afrikaner)-state melancholy” in terms of their
cultural identity and the status of their language in the new South Africa, the
younger generation of post-apartheid Afrikaners does not necessarily share the
same burden as they never enjoyed state power at all. 70 According to Frieda le
Roux, a youthful member on the editorial staff of Die Burger, her generation
“were not Afrikaner nationalists with membership cards in the filing cabinets
of the nearest DRC anymore”, nor were they “card-carrying members” of the
ANC or any other South African political party for that matter, but they were
proud of the heritage of their forefathers.71

67
68

69
70
71

An irony which added weight to the arguments of Brink’s opponents was the fact that he left Stellenbosch at the
end of 2006 to become the Vice-Chancellor of the English-speaking University of Newcastle in Britain.
G Brand, “US ‘wil morele basis van Afrikaans help herstel’”, Die Burger, 9 Februarie 2007, p. 7; R Botman,
“Johan Combrink-gedenklesing: ‘n Perspektief op Afrikaans” (available at http://www.litnet.co.za/cgi-bin/giga.
cgi?cmd=print_article&news_id=10538&cause-i, as accessed on 2 March 2007), pp. 1-3.
L-B Lamprecht, “Adam Tas in taalstryd”, Die Burger, 12 Februarie 2007, p. 7; M Malan, “Maties en Tukkies
op oorlogspad oor Afrikaans”, Rapport, 11 Februarie 2007, p. 6; R Nel, et. al, “Die nuwe Adam Tas: Henry
Cloete gesels met Roelof Nel en Jared Abels” (available at http://www.litnet.co.za/cgi-bin/giga.cgi?cmd=print_
article&news_id=9989&cause_id..., as accessed on 2 March 2007), pp. 1-3.
See e.g. US Memorandum: Taalhersieningsproses, 19 Julie 2006; M Malan, “Wiele aan’t rol vir US se nuwe
taalstrategie”, Rapport, 16 Julie 2006, p. 8; “Wye konsensus oor vertrekpunte vir hersiening van Taaldebat”, US
Kampusnuus, 1 Maart 2007. p. 1.
J Rossouw, “FAK as ideeskepper”, Die Burger, 19 Julie 2007, p. 19; J Rossouw, “Understanding Afrikaner
alienation”, Die Vrye Afrikaan Intussen 5 Maart 2007, Jaargang 04, Nommer 02 (available at http://www.
vryeafrikaan.co.za, as accessed on 6 March 2007).
F le Roux, “Één ding wat ek weier om te lees”, Die Burger, 2 Maart 2007, p. 14.
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This fresh outlook on being an Afrikaner with a non-racial identity manifested
itself in particular in the rise of Afrikaans cultural festivals, such as the Klein
Karoo National Arts Festival at Oudtshoorn and Aardklop at Potchefstroom,72
and in the phenomenal explosion in the popularity of Afrikaans music. The
fans of this new generation of Afrikaans music were dubbed by the media
as the “Zoid generation”, named after Karen Zoid, the stage name of an
Afrikaans rock musician, who enjoys a considerable following.73 According
to Hermann, the younger generation of Afrikaners “want to commit politics
through their artists”.74
What took the Afrikaans community by storm and by surprise like no other
cultural event since 1994 was undoubtedly the release and unprecedented
success of a modern popular Afrikaans song on the Anglo Boer War leader
and Afrikaner folk hero, General Koos De la Rey, sung by Bok van Blerk, the
stage name of an Afrikaans rock singer, Louis Pepler. In essence, the song is
a ballad about the determined and heroic exploits of the Boers against the
superior force of the British Army during the war. In the face of the Boers’
hopeless situation, the song calls on De la Rey, for whom they were prepared
to die, to come and lead the Boers to resurrection as a nation. Van Blerk
draw large crowds of Afrikaners, young and old, from all over South Africa
and even abroad to his shows, which always end with a climatic finale with
the singing of the De la Rey song in which the crowds join with tremendous
emotion, passion and displays of patriotic fervour. Within a very short period
200 000 copies of the album were sold, which is a record for Afrikaans music.
Not surprisingly, the press has dubbed the reaction to the song the “De la Rey
phenomenon”.75
What was also not surprising is that, as in the case of other prominent
Afrikaner discourses, the De la Rey phenomenon soon became a contentious
issue, with Afrikaner contemporaries hotly debating the merits and demerits of
72 See H van Z Kitshoff, “Die opkoms, dinamika en betekenis van die Klein Karoo Nasionale Kunstefees: 19952005” (Ph.D, US, 2006) and T du Plessis, “Al meer in een kraal danksy die ANC”, Rapport, 8 Oktober 2006,
Digest Number 112 (posted by akripolis@yahoogroups.com, 8 Oct. 2006).
73 See e.g. D Jordaan, “Afrikaans dans”, Die Burger, 27 Julie 2002, p. 13; F Buys, “Só word Afrikaner weer ‘n
faktor”, Rapport, 18 Maart 2007, p. 20; J Eybers, “Afrikaanse musiek breek deur”, Rapport Perspektief, 6 Mei
2007, p. 1; P Redelinghuys, “Afrikaanse Rock. Die mag van die kitaar”, Insig, Desember 2001, pp. 64-66; T
Engelbrecht, “Hoor my lied”, Insig, Desember 2004, pp. 26-31.
74 D Hermann, “De la Rey-geslag sê hy dink en doen nuut”, Rapport, 28 Januarie 2007, p. 19.
75 H Retief, “Hy’s ‘n Bok vir die Boere”, Rapport, 28 Januarie 2007, p. 15; Anon., “Van Blerk se ‘De la Rey’
verkoop soos soetkoek”, Die Burger, 30 Januarie 2007, p. 3; H Booyens en S Ahmed, “Hoe Rey die Boere? JilJil, So!, Die Huisgenoot, 15 Februarie 2007, pp. 14-15, 20; “De la Rey lei die Boere in Londen”, Digest Number
128 (posted by akripolis@yahoogroups.com, on 18 March 2007).
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the song. It has been exhaustively analysed in the Afrikaans media and it even
caught the attention of respected international newspapers such as the New York
Times as well as the Financial Times and The Guardian in Britain.76 Analysts
who were critical of the song characterised it as being “a distracting side show”
to the interests of the broader South African society; Afrikaner “nostalgia” and
“romanticism” and “a longing for an innocent past”; “a yearning for a more
military lifestyle”; the “De la Rey hysteria”; a one-sided perspective focusing only
on the cultural interests of one race and interest group; and also “an expression
of frustration, uncertainty and a feeling of being marginalised which could
easily develop into a new wave of Afrikaner arrogance and ethnic machismo”.77
In the light of the controversy surrounding it and sensitive to the cultural
sentiments of other groups, a rugby stadium in Pretoria, a high school in
Oudtshoorn and a radio station in Namibia temporarily banned the De la
Rey song from being played on their premises.78 The ANC Minister of Arts
and Culture, Pallo Jordan, even went so far as to suggest that the De la Rey
song could contain a “coded message for an armed rebellion” and warned
that it “could be captured by right-wingers who wanted to incite Afrikaners
against the government”. Jordan’s claims were, however, immediately refuted
by a number of prominent Afrikaner intellectuals.79

76 “Song Wakens Injured Pride of Afrikaners”, New York Times, 27 February 2007; Digest Number 125 (posted by
akripolis@yahoogroups.com, 3 March 2007); A Russell, “Boer Roar”, Financial Times, 21 July 2007 (available at
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/c6b9deea-371e-11dc-9f6d-0000779fd2ac.html, as accessed on 24 July 2007); Anon.,
“De la Rey-debat en ‘ongemaklike Afrikaners’ haal voorblad van bekende Amerikaanse koerant”, Die Burger,
28 Februarie 2007, p. 2; A Grundlingh, “Die historiese in die hede: Dinamika van die De la Rey-fenomeen in
Afrikanerkringe, 2006-2007”, New Contree, 53, May 2007.
77 See C Niehaus, “’De la Rey’: a distracting side show…” (available at http://www.litnet.co.za/cgi-bin/giga.
cgi?cmd=cause_dir_news_item&cause_id=1270..., as accessed on 22 March 2007), pp. 1-3; A Bezuidenhout,
“From Voëlvry to De la Rey: Popular music, Afrikaner Nationalism and lost irony” (available at http://www.
litnet.co.za/cgi-bin/giga.cgi?cmd=print_article&news_id=11123&cause_i..., as accessed on 2 March 2007), pp.
1-13; “Kleinboer”, “De la Rey-gewildheid: ‘n versugting na die militêre” (available at http://www.litnet.co.za/
cgi-bin/giga.cgi?cmd=cause_dir_news_item&cause_id=1270&news_id=9562, as accessed on 2 March 2007);
C Fourie, “’Tyd nog nie ryp vir ‘n taalraad’”, Rapport, 25 Februarie 2007, p. 2; A Boesak, “Ons en die Generaal”,
Bylae by Die Burger, 24 Februarie 2007, p. 4 and M du Preez, “’De la Rey draai in sy graf om…’”, Bylae by Die
Burger, 3 Februarie 2007, p. 6, respectively.
78 G Prins, De la Rey verbied op Loftus”, Rapport, 18 Februarie 2007, p. 1; S Johnston, “’De la Rey’ gaan skool
laat ly”, Die Burger, 10 Maart 2007, p. 5; H Morgan-Hollander, “De la Rey verbied in Namibië” (available at
http://www.litnet.co.za/cgi-bin/giga.cgi?cmd=print_article&news_id=10936&cause_i, as accessed on 2 March
2007).
79 See e.g. “Bok ‘blêr nie politiek’”, Die Burger, 25 Januarie 2007, p. 14; A Smith, “’Daar’s g’n De la Rey-kode’”
and E Williamson, “’Lied laat niemand laer trek’”, Die Burger, 7 Februarie 2007, p. 3; A Smith, “Zuma sing sy
eie ‘De la Rey’, sê DA”, Die Burger, 8 Februarie 2007, p. 3; H Booyens en S Cilliers, “Koos op ‘n Wit Perd”,
Die Huisgenoot, 15 Februarie 2007, pp. 16-17; S Swart & A Grundlingh, “De la Rey – no cause for alarm”
(available at http://www.litnet.co.za/cgi-bin/giga.cgi?cmd=cause_dir_news_item&cause_id=1270, as accessed
on 22 March 2007).
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For analysts who held a positive point of view on the De la Rey phenomenon,
the song provided a stimulus, especially among the Afrikaner youth, for
discovering their own identity, as it made them realise that General De la Rey
symbolised a heroic past – a past which Afrikaners could be proud of. De
la Rey thus became “a mentor on the way to cultural self-discovery”.80 For
Loammi Wolf “the popularity of ‘De la Rey’ is probably largely the reaction of
Afrikaners who feel they have had enough of Afrikaner-bashing”.81
It is too soon to speculate whether the De la Rey phenomenon will be of
profound significance for the discourse and debate in Afrikaner circles on
issues such as those discussed in this article. In all probability the popularity
of Van Blerk’s song is of passing significance as it has no deeper political roots.
A thought-provoking remark, however, was made by Gunter Pakendorf,
a lecturer from the University of Cape Town’s School for Languages and
Literature, at a branch meeting of the South African Academy for Science
and Arts, held in Stellenbosch in March 2007 to discuss the De la Rey
phenomenon. Pakendorf remarked that, although the hype which was
created by the Bok van Blerk followers as a result of his song was probably not
intentional, it could possibly have created a zeitgeist (spirit of the time) for the
Afrikaner youth in which they can redefine without shame about their past
their identity as Afrikaners in a post-apartheid South Africa.82

Conclusion
More than a decade into a new democratic South Africa Vestergaard’s
observation that Afrikaner identity is to a certain degree in a state of flux83 still
holds true, whether they are in a diaspora or struggling to redefine their position
and cultural identity and the status their language in their homeland. The
propensity of Afrikaner émigrés to settle in predominantly English-speaking
Caucasian and Protestant countries and in communities sharing similar
80 See e.g. M van Bart, “Die medium is die boodskap!”, Die Vrye Afrikaan, 20 April 2007, p. 24; L Scholtz, “’De
la Rey’ is simbool van iets wat groter is”, Die Burger, 1 Desember 2006, p. 12; Booyens en Cilliers, “Koos op
‘n wit Perd”, pp. 16-17; T Eloff, “New Afrikaner unity a call for leadership, Mail & Guardian, 2 March 2007,
Digest Number 125 (posted by akripolis@yahoogroups.com, on 3 March 2007).
81 L Wolf, “The rainbow blues of ‘De la Rey’” (available at http://www.litnet.co.za/cgi-bin/giga.cgi?cmd=print_
article&news_id=12944&cause-i, as accessed on 10 April 2007), p. 10.
82 A remark by Gunter Pakendorf at a branch meeting of the South African Academy for Science and Arts,
Stellenbosch, 14 March 2007.
83 M Vestergaard, “Afrikanerdoom?, Negotiating Afrikaner identity in post-apartheid South Africa” (MA, UCT,
2008), pp. 57, 138.

27

New Contree, No. 54 (November 2007)

biological, religious and cultural characteristics, as Du Toit has pointed out, has
certain implications in terms of the diaspora and redefining Afrikaner cultural
identity. Firstly, it has been clearly indicated that for the majority of these
persons emigration was an irreversible and permanent act of will. Secondly, the
perpetual maintenance of any Afrikaner identity and the Afrikaans language
abroad, especially after the first generation, is not sustainable. Therefore those
émigrés are lost as far as Afrikaner identity formation is concerned, and this
should be accepted as a fait accompli. Rather it seems that the future of
Afrikaner cultural identity and the Afrikaans language will be determined in
South Africa only (and to a lesser extent perhaps also in Namibia).
According to the respected Afrikaner intellectual and former politician,
Frederik van Zyl Slabbert, in future the term “Afrikaner” will have to be
associated with a new set of values which are unknown as yet, because those
who wish to be Afrikaners will have to start moulding and refining those
values. How this opportunity is used will determine whether there is a future
for Afrikaners in the new South Africa. The challenge for those wishing to
be Afrikaners is to bring about a new, common, internal process of value
identification that can contribute towards a new, external ascription of what
being an Afrikaner represents. Any group that would undermine the striving
towards transcending values of a common South African patriotism by claiming
special minority status can expect less sympathy for those minority interests
from the black majority. Therefore Afrikaners would have to become a new
“imagined community”. They will have to apply themselves imaginatively to
the task of establishing who they are in South Africa and in this process they
will have to disengage their thinking from the negative aspects of their history
and endeavour to create a new one.84
In the sacrifice Afrikaners made in 1994 by giving up their minority
domination of South Africa, they had indeed largely lived up to the suggestion
by NP van Wyk Louw, one of the greatest Afrikaner poets and essayists, that
they had to choose between “mere survival” and “survival in justice”.85 The
emphasis in the intellectual discourse among Afrikaners on their identity has

84 F van Zyl Slabbert, Tough Choices. Reflections of an Afrikaner African (Cape Town, Tafelberg, 2000), pp. 80-82,
85. See also M Vestergaard, “Afrikanerdoom?, Negotiating Afrikaner identity in post-apartheid South Africa”
(MA, UIT, 2008), pp. 73-74.
85 Quoted by H Giliomee, The Afrikaners…, p. 663.
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become, although at times still rigorous and heated, at least more nuanced
and has shifted from a focus on exclusivity towards being more inclusive.86
There are those Afrikaners who became contented to forsake any claims to
maintaining an Afrikaner cultural identity in the new South Africa in order to
pursue a living standard of material affluence but which is indicative of cultural
superficialisation.87 Where Afrikaners are, on the one hand, experiencing a
sense of cultural loss, they are, on the other hand, rapidly re-constructing a
new cultural frame in the emergence of cultural festivals.88
The almost 3 million Afrikaners are thus in a process of denationalizing
and repositioning themselves as “ordinary” citizens with no more or fewer
privileges than those guaranteed to their approximately 40 million fellow
(predominantly) black South Africans under the country’s constitution. The
big debate in Afrikaner circles is how to best preserve their cultural heritage
in a redefined state with a redefined nationalism. Therefore it seems as if a
new kind of Afrikaans community politics and autonomy is being shaped
that has emerged beyond the largely outdated politics of the past. The way
that this redefined Afrikaner cultural identity will position itself in the “new”
South Africa represents an integral part of the interesting social dynamics in
the emergence of a new South African nationalism.
Although there are some diehards who will still nurture racist attitudes and
although the process of nation building is at times tedious and trying, the
overwhelming majority of Afrikaners are progressively-minded people who
opted for an equal, free and just society despite all the sacrifices they had
to make. After more than three hundred years on the African continent,
they have become adaptable. They have learned the art of survival and know
that Africa is not a place for the faint-hearted. Afrikaners are now without
strong leaders or organisations, but they are rediscovering and redefining their
own particular identity, one that was forged by their complex and turbulent
history, and by their love of the language they speak and the harsh land in
which they live. But for most of them Afrikaans as a language still remains
the core symbol of their sense of place and community. The survival of
Afrikaners as an ethnic, culturally defined people will probably depend on
the future possibility of maintaining Afrikaans as a language of the higher
86 C Malan, “Denkendes lei nou Afrikaner”, Beeld, 4 April 2007 (posted by akripolis@yahoogroups.com, 7 April
2007).
87 See H Giliomee, The Afrikaners…, pp. 607, 659, 663 and Du Toit, Die nuwe Toekoms, p. 327.
88 See H van Z Kitshoff, “Die opkoms, dinamika en betekenis van die Klein Karoo Nasionale Kunstefees…”, pp.
83-89, 101, 123-126, 134-151, 153-163.
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functions in education, especially as far as tertiary education is concerned,
and in religion.
An Afrikaner cultural identity and the Afrikaans language shall be preserved
in South Africa if only Afrikaners themselves will demonstrate an intrinsic
desire to do so. The survival, for instance, of Afrikaans language schools
and Afrikaans as a public language will also depend mainly on the tangible
and financial backing from the ranks of Afrikaners and their willingness to
make sacrifices in this regard. Therefore, the intrinsic determination for the
survival of their cultural identity and language, more than external pressures
and threats, shall influence Afrikaners’ future in the “new” South Africa.
Equally crucial for the survival of Afrikaans as a language is the degree to
which white and Coloured Afrikaans-speakers would be able to reconcile
the predominantly bitter historical racial divide between them and to form a
cultural unity to claim a respectable position for their mother tongue in postapartheid South Africa.
In the words of Hermann Giliomee, the greatest challenge for Afrikaners
and all Afrikaans speakers in the present millennium will be to nourish
and replenish their love of their language and their land, and accept the
responsibility of handing over their cultural heritage to the next generation.
If they accept this challenge, they will become part of a new, democratic
South Africa in their own special way.89
From a perusal of the discourse as reflected in the Afrikaans media, however,
it is evident that the debate on the re-negotiation of a cultural identity for
Afrikaners is still a very dynamic and on-going process which is bound to
continue generating interesting and lively responses, and often heated
debate, from the Afrikaner community as the creation of a post-apartheid
heterogeneous and multi-cultural South African society unfolds further.

89 H Giliomee, The Afrikaners…, pp. 664, 666.
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Die Bahurutshe van die Marico (Ramotshere Moiloadistrik): Stryd teen blanke oorheersing, 1852-1916
Gerhard JJ Oosthuizen
Potchefstroom-kampus
Noordwes-Universiteit

Abstract
The Bahurutshe of the Marico (Ramotshere Moiloa district): struggle
against white domination, 1852-1916
The early history of the Bahurutshe cannot be determined without
using a combination of oral tradition, archaeological evidence and written
documentation. The Sotho-Tswana moved into the Trans-Vaal area in three big
migration waves, probably between 1300 and 1500. The Bahurutshe-Bakwena
grouping was the last and also most significant migration wave. They initially
settled in the present Rustenburg-Brits vicinity. By approximately 1450/80
the Bahurutshe separated from the Bakwena and gradually settled in the
central part of the Marico district. Thus, the Bahurutshe has been living in the
Marico area for about 500 years. In this article, the tense relationships between
the white burghers/government and the Bahurutshe in the Zuid-Afrikaansche
Republiek (1852-1899) are discussed. This era was marked by the dismantling
of the Bahurutshe authority, land issues, native tax, increasing state control
and native labour. After a discussion of these issues, the article focuses on
the participation of the Bahurutshe in the South African War (1899-1902),
both on the Boer and the British side. The period of the Transvaal Crown
Colony (1902-1909) was especially marred by labour issues, increased poll
taxes and the controversial “dual administration”. Lastly, the focus is on the
influence which the Native Land Act of 1913 and the 1916 Beaumont Land
Commission had on the Bahurutshe.
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Inleiding
Die vroeë geskiedenis van die Marico kan nie sonder die kombinasie van
mondelinge tradisie, argeologiese getuienis en geskrewe dokumentasie
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ontrafel word nie.1 Die Sotho-Tswana het in drie groot migrasiegolwe,
waarskynlik tussen 1300 en 1500, die Trans-Vaal-gebied (tussen die Vaal- en
Limpopo-riviere) binnegetrek. Die Bahurutshe-Bakwena-groepering was die
laaste en ook die invloedrykste migrasiegolf. Hulle het hul aanvanklik in
die huidige Rustenburg-Brits-omgewing, aan die voet van die Zwartkoppies
(Mabjanamatshwana), gevestig.2 Teen ongeveer 1450/80 het die Bahurutshe
afgeskei van die Bakwena en hulle mettertyd in die sentrale gedeelte van die
Marico (huidige Ramotshere Moiloa-distrik) gevestig.3 Teen die begin van
die 16de eeu het die oorspronklike kapteinskap fissie ondergaan en gedurende
die volgende drie eeue oor ‘n uitgestrekte gebied versprei. Die verspreiding
het waarskynlik naby die samevloeiing van die Marico- en Krokodil-riviere
‘n aanvang geneem. Daarvandaan het die Bahurutshe na die bolope van die
Marico getrek. Hulle het die Barolong vanaf die ysterbron te Mosega verjaag
en ‘n reputasie gevestig as verwerkers van en handelaars in metaal.4 Die
Bahurutshe woon dus reeds vir sowat 500 jaar in die Marico-gebied (Kyk
meegaande kaart):5
Blanke binnedringing in die grondgebied van die Bahurutshe het reeds
gedurende die vroeë negentiende eeu begin. Handelaars en boere is gevolg
deur avonturiers, jagters en sendelinge.6 Só byvoorbeeld het die sendelingreisiger John Campbell in 1820 die Bahurutshe-hoofstat Karechuenya (of
Kaditshwene) besoek en die eerste geskrewe verslag rakende die inwoners

1

2

3
4
5
6

N Parsons, “Prelude to difaqane in the interior of southern Africa c.1600 - c.1822”, C Hamilton (ed.), The
Mfecane Aftermath (Witwatersrand University Press, Johannesburg, 1995), pp. 323-324. Sien ook M Legassick,
“The Sotho-Tswana peoples before 1800”, L Thompson, African societies in Southern Africa (Heinemann,
London, 1969), pp. 87, 119.
Nasionale Argief van Suid-Afrika (NASA), Pretoria, BAO 12/299 R204/2 vol. 1: Brosjure, Die Tswana,
ca. Januarie 1972, p. 1{176}; H van der Wateren, Die materiële kultuur, vervaardiging en bedryfslewe van
die Bahurutshe van Motswedi (ongepubliseerde proefskrif, PU vir CHO, Potchefstroom, 1974), p. 121; JH
Moolman & GME Leistner, Bophuthatswana hulpbronne en ontwikkeling, deel 1 (Afrika-instituut, Pretoria,
1974), pp. 1-3; P-L Breutz, A history of the Batswana and origin of Bophuthatswana: a handbook of a survey of the
tribes of the Batswana, S.-Ndebele, Qwaqua and Botswana (Ramsgate, P-L Breutz, 1989), pp. 4, 6; P-L Breutz,
The tribes of Marico district (Union of South Africa, Department of Native Affairs, Ethnological Publications no.
30, Government Printer G.P.-S.9443, Pretoria, 1953-4), p. 6.
P-L Breutz, A history of the Batswana…, pp. 4, 6-7, 225; JCA Boeyens, Die latere ystertydperk in Suidoos- en
Sentraal-Marico (s.n., Pretoria, 1998), p. 49; Transvaal Native Affairs Department, Short history of the Native
tribes of the Transvaal, 1905 (Government Printing and Stationery Office, Pretoria, ca. 1905), pp. 8, 11.
M. Legassick, “The Sotho-Tswana peoples before 1800”…, pp. 100, 109, 115-116; J.C.A. Boeyens, Die latere
ystertydperk in Suidoos- en Sentraal-Marico, p. 31.
Die kaart is saamgestel deur Lorraine Botha, Giscoe, Potchefstroom, Oktober 2007.
H Rex, Die voorgeskiedenis en geskiedenis van die Nederduitsch Hervormde Gemeente Zeerust (Marico) vanaf die
predikantskap van ds. Daniel Lindley (1840-1844) tot dié van ds. Samuel Young (1947-1971), beskrywe teen die
agtergrond van die koms van blankes na Marico en die ontstaan van die dorp Zeerust (NHW-Pers, Pretoria, 1971)
pp. 3-4.
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nagelaat.7 Hier, net soos in die res van Afrika, het Christen-sendelinge as
die voorhoede van die Westese beskawing, opgetree. Jean Lemue en Samuel
Rolland van die Paryse Evangeliese Sendinggenootskap het reeds in 1831
onder die Bahurutshe begin werk.8
Die Voortrekkers het sedert 1836 in klein trekgeselskappe oor die Vaalrivier
getrek. Die volgende jaar het ‘n Voortrekker-kommando onder aanvoering
van Hendrik Potgieter Mzilikazi se Ndebele beslissend in twee veldslae
verslaan en sodoende op die vlug laat slaan.9 Die Voortrekkers is bygestaan
deur Batlhaping-, Barolong-, Bataung- en Bahurutshe-kapteins wat onder
Mzilikazi deurgeloop het.10 Die Voortrekkerbondgenote is deur Potgieter met
grond beloon in “localities previously occupied by them.” Só byvoorbeeld het
kaptein Moiloa van die Bahurutshe, wat ook deelgeneem het aan die finale
kommando teen Mzilikazi, ‘n stuk grond bekend as Moiloa se Reservaat in
1837-1838 van Potgieter ontvang. Dié reservaat se grense eers amptelik in
1865 afgebaken.11
Gedurende die laat-1840’s het die eerste Boere hulle in die Marico-distrik
gevestig: Daniël van Vuuren op die plaas Wilgeboomspruit, Jan Viljoen
op Vergenoeg, Ockert Oosthuizen op Klaarstroom en Hans Terblanche
op Uitvlucht.12 In 1841 is in die Natalse Volksraad, bygewoon deur ‘n
Potchefstroomse afvaardiging, opgemerk dat in die Mosega-gebied “reeds als
plaatsen aan eeniege onser ingeseetenen syn toegekend; dat de Maroetsies [dit
wil sê die Bahurutshe] daar op geen de minste aanspraak heef ”.13 Meer en meer
7

8
9
10
11

12
13

J Campbell, Travels in South Africa: undertaken at the request of the London Missionary Society (Black and Parry,
London, 1815); J Campbell, Travels in South Africa: undertaken at the request of the London Missionary Society:
Being a narrative of a second journey in the interior of that country (Westley, London, 1822); JCA. Boeyens, Die
latere ystertydperk in Suidoos- en Sentraal-Marico, pp. 22-23; P-L Breutz, The tribes of Marico district, p. 96.
HJ van Aswegen, Geskiedenis van Suid-Afrika tot 1854 (Academia, Pretoria, 1989), p. 255.
JG Bornman, “Die geskiedenis van Marico en Zeerust” in Die Zeerustse eeufees-gedenkboek (Stadsraad van
Zeerust, Zeerust, 1967), p. 4.
N Etherington, The great treks: the transformation of Southern Africa, 1815-1854 (Longman, Harlow, England,
2001), p. 249.
P-L Breutz, A history of the Batswana…, pp. 18-19, 250; P-L Breutz, The tribes of Marico district, pp. 910; South Africa, South African Native Affairs Commission, 1903-5, vol 1: “Report of the Commission with
annexures and appendices A and B” (Cape Times Limited, Government Printers, Cape Town, 1905), p. 6; I
Schapera, The ethnic composition of Tswana tribes (Monographs on Social Anthropology no. 11, The London
School of economics and political science, London, 1952), p. 7; JH Moolman & GME Leistner, Bophuthatswana
hulpbronne en ontwikkeling…, p. 5; South Africa, Report by the Commissioner for Native Affairs relative to the
acquisition and tenure of land by natives in the Transvaal, July 1904 (Government Printing and Stationery Office,
Pretoria, 1904), p.15 (Appendix 1).
CF Gronum, Boere en jagters in ou Marico (Pro Rege, Potchefstroom, 1974), p. 18; D Lemmer, Herman Charles
Bosman en die juwele van die Maricobosveld: kontreistories uit die Maricobosveld (D Lemmer, Voortrekkerhoogte
[Pretoria], 1994), p. 2.
H Rex, Die voorgeskiedenis en geskiedenis van die Nederduitsch Hervormde Gemeente Zeerust…, p. 87.
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blanke boere het die gebied binnegetrek.14 Hulle het meestal by beskikbare
stabiele waterbronne gevestig en het malaria-besmette gebiede vermy.15 Die
Marico het in 1871 ‘n afsonderlike magistraatsdistrik geword.16
Die Marico-distrik was teen 1848 ’n sogenaamde “oop-grens”-gebied, dit wil
sê met geen definitief-afgebakende grense. Ongekontroleerde binnedringing
van plaaslike en indringer-gemeenskappe het ook plaasgevind. Die Maricogrens het egter gedurende twee fases “gesluit”. Die eerste een was gedurende
1884 tot 1885 weens die proklamering van die Betsjoeanaland Protektoraat
en die Londonse Konvensie “which led to a more rigidly defined and observed
boundary.” Die tweede fase was gedurende 1894 tot 1896 na die Malapochoorlog en die Rinderpest-epidemie wat gelei het tot Trekker-binnedringing
van die Limpopo-vallei.17
Kompetisie tussen die swart en blanke gemeenskappe het spoedig met
intensiteit toegeneem en was die Bahurutshe “caught up in the cross-currents
of events surrounding the complex history of the Transvaal’s troubled western
border”. Boere opperheerskappy is stadig maar seker oor die Marico-gebied
gevestig en is die Bahurutshe gedwing tot “tribute obligations and coerced
labour”.18
In hierdie artikel kom die gespanne verhoudinge tussen die blanke burgers/
owerheid en die Bahurutshe in die Zuid-Afrikaansche Republiek (1852-1899)
aan die orde. Dié era is veral gekenmerk deur die aftakeling van Bahurutshegesag en gepaardgaande dominerende optrede van die owerheid. Ten slotte
word die 1899-1916-fase, gekenmerk deur deelname aan die Suid-Afrikaanse
Oorlog (1899-1902) en veral arbeids- en belastingkwessies, onder die loep
geneem.

Die Zuid-Afrikaansche Republiek, 1852-1899
In 1849 het die Transvaalse trekkers besluit om ‘n eenheidsregering onder
toesig van ‘n Volksraad in die lewe te roep. Kommandante-generaal moes
14 CF Gronum, Boere en jagters in ou Marico, pp. 19-22; D Lemmer, Herman Charles Bosman…, p. 2.
15 D Lemmer, Herman Charles Bosman…, pp. 2-3.
16 AH Manson, The Hurutshe in the Marico district of the Transvaal, 1848-1914 (Unpublished thesis, University of
Cape Town, Cape Town, 1990), p. 152.
17 H Lamar & L Thompson (eds.), The frontier in history: North America and Southern Africa compared (New
Haven, Yale University Press, 1981), p. 7; A H Manson, The Hurutshe in the Marico district…, pp. 30-31.
18 AH Manson, The Hurutshe in the Marico district…, pp. 87, 89, 99-102.
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toesig hou oor “naturelle-sake”. Gedurende die volgende jaar is ‘n kommissie
aangewys om grondafbakening in die Marico-distrik te finaliseer. Die
Bahurutshe-gebied, die sogenaamde Moiloa se Reservaat (bestaande uit sowat
125,000 morgen) is deur Potgieter aan stamkaptein Moiloa uitgewys, maar
nie akkuraat uitgemeet en toegeken by wyse van ‘n transportakte nie.19 Met
die vasstel van hierdie grense gedurende die middel van die 19de eeu is die
Bahurutshe in die Marico-distrik beperk tot ‘n bepaalde afgebakende gebied.
Brittanje het op grond van die Sandrivier Konvensie van 1852 die Transvaalse
Republiek erken, alle vorige ooreenkomste met Tswana-groepe herroep en
onderneem om geen wapens aan die Tswana te voorsien nie. Die Bahurutshe
kon gevolglik nie hulle grondbesitreg teen blanke binnedringing beskerm nie.20
Die Boere kon, weens hulle militêre en tegnologiese voorsprong na willekeur
die swart gebiede binnedring om arbeiders en selfs kinders met geweld te
bekom. Dit is gevolglik verstaanbaar waarom Moiloa homself onder dié
omstandighede as ‘n “dog of the Boers” beskou het. Moiloa het ‘n pragmatiese
verhouding van samewerking met sy blanke bure gehandhaaf en is inderdaad
as ‘n getroue bondgenoot van die Boere beskou. Die Marico-trekkers was
byvoorbeeld van die Bahurutshe as ‘n betroubare bron van arbeid afhanklik en
het gedien as ‘n effektiewe buffer teen binnedringing van Tswana-stamhoofde
vanaf die weste en noordweste.21 Sy posisie was in ooreenstemming met ‘n
ketting van ambiwalente afhanklike verhoudinge tussen swart gemeenskappe,
sendelinge en die regering van die Transvaalse Republiek. Die derde kwart
van die 19de eeu kan beskou word as ‘n relatief voorspoedige tydperk vir
die Bahurutshe ba ga Moiloa, wat stabiele verhoudinge met die Transvaalse
Republiek gehandhaaf het.22
Na die dood van Moiloa in 1876 het die gety teen die Bahurutshe begin
draai. Die ontdekking van diamante naby Kimberley, honderde kilometers
verwyderd van Marico, het die politieke ekonomie van dié geweste
onherroeplik verander. Dit het ‘n kettingreaksie aan die gang gesit, wat sou
lei tot die herordening van magsverhoudinge en ‘n herverdeling van grond in
die westelike trans-Vaal. Ooreenkomstig die 1871-Keate-uitspraak is grond
ten noorde en ten suide van die Molopo-rivier aan die Tswana toegeken. Dit
19 South Africa, Report by the Commissioner for Native Affairs relative to the acquisition and tenure of land by
natives…, p. 5; AH Manson, The Hurutshe in the Marico district ..., pp. 94-95, 97.
20 HJ van Aswegen, Geskiedenis van Suid-Afrika tot 1854, p. 303; South Africa, South African Native Affairs
Commission, 1903-5, vol 1: “Report of the Commission…”, p. 6.
21 P-L Breutz, A history of the Batswana…, p. 231; AH Manson, The Hurutshe in the Marico district…, pp. 94, 107,
111-113, 117-118; 120-121.
22 AH Manson, The Hurutshe in the Marico district…, pp. 122-158.
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het beteken dat die Transvaalse weswaartse uitbreiding gefnuik is, maar dat
Britse gesaguitbreiding na die Noorde ongehinderd kon voortgaan. Die gesag
van die Boere oor die Tswana aan die weste was duidelik aan die taan. ‘n
Opvolgingskrisis, wat op die dood van Moiloa (6 Julie 1876) gevolg het, het
uitgeloop op ‘n openlike burgeroorlog in Bahurutshe-geledere. Moiloa se
Reservaat is gevolglik deur ‘n kommissie tussen die volgelinge van Gopane
en Ikalafeng, verdeel. In ooreenstemming met die aanbeveling van dié
Kommissie, is Moiloa se reservaat in sy geheel (125 589 morge en 333
vierkante roede) opgemeet. Genoemde burgeroorlog het die begin ingelui
van die verdeling van die Bahurutshe in twee polities-onafhanklike faksies.23

Grondkwessies
As deel van die doelbewuste poging om effektiewe beheer oor die naturelle
uit te oefen, is regulasies rakende die reg van naturelle om grond aan te koop
sporadies uitgevaardig.24 Boonop is die vroeëre ontoereikende Transvaalse
administrasie deur ‘n meer burokratiese een, met die potensiaal om gesag oor
die burgers én Afrikane af te dwing, vervang.25 Gedurende 1853 het die
Transvaalse Volksraad aan die kommandante opdrag gegee om grond aan die
Bantoestamme toe te wys. Die stelsel rakende die opmeting en afbakening
van grond was egter vol gebreke. 26
Op 7 September 1871 het die Volksraad ‘n kommissie aangewys om
daadwerklike aandag te gee aan grondaankope deur naturelle. Op grond van
dié kommissieverslag het die Volksraad op 14 November 1871 besluit “to
obtain ground suitable for Kaffir Locations, distributed, if possible, in the
various districts, or for purchase by Kaffir tribes...”27 Gedurende die Britse
besetting van 1877-1881 het Shepstone die status quo gehandhaaf deur die
Sekretaris van Naturelle Sake ex officio trustee van grond, aangekoop deur
naturelle, te maak.28 Die Pretoria-konvensie van 1881, artikel 13 het egter
23 South Africa, Report by the Commissioner for Native Affairs relative to the acquisition
natives…, pp.16, 63; Transvaal Native Affairs Department, Short history of the Native
1905, p. 13; AH Manson, The Hurutshe in the Marico district…, pp. 159, 163-178.
24 South Africa, Report by the Commissioner for Native Affairs relative to the acquisition
natives…, pp. 38-68.
25 AH Manson, The Hurutshe in the Marico district…, p. 196.
26 P-L Breutz, A history of the Batswana…, pp. 22-23.
27 South Africa, Report by the Commissioner for Native Affairs relative to the acquisition
natives…, p. 21 (Appendix 1).
28 South Africa, Report by the Commissioner for Native Affairs relative to the acquisition
natives…, p. 23 (Appendix 1).
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uitdruklik bepaal dat “Natives will be allowed to acquire land, but the grant
or the transfer of such land will in every case be made to and registered in the
name of the Native Location Commission, hereinafter mentioned, in trust
for such Natives.” Die Naturelle Lokasie Kommissie het dus die plek van die
Sekretaris van Naturelle Sake ingeneem.29 Verder is voorsiening gemaak “to
allocate all land to which the Bantu had a fair claim” deur ‘n staande Native
Location Commission. Alhoewel dié Kommissie se werk deur die AngloBoereoorlog (1899-1902) onderbreek is, kon toewysings in die distrikte van
Rustenburg, Lichtenburg, Marico en Sekhukhuneland gefinaliseer word.30 Die
ZAR-regering het ook via die London Konvensie van 1884 sy bereidwilligheid
verklaar om naturelle toe te laat om grond aan te koop. Ooreenkomstig artikel
18 sou ooreenkomste, gesluit tussen 12 April 1877 en 8 Augustus 1881, deur
die ZAR-regering eerbiedig word.31 Dit was egter geensins ‘n ruimhartige
besluit nie, aangesien relatief min grond ter sprake was.
Stamkapteins-in-rade het die kapitalistiese stelsel tot hulle eie voordeel
benut deur onder andere passe, ‘n noodsaaklike voorvereiste om werk buite
die lokasie te soek, teen vergoeding uit te reik. Dié winste is dan gebruik
om grond aan te koop. Só byvoorbeeld het stamkaptein Israel Morake twee
plase, Dam van Metsigo (nr. 54) en Matjesvallei (nr. 205) aangrensend aan
die Moiloa-reservaat, aangekoop en het stamkaptein Gopane in 1880 die
plaas Brakpan (nr 200), ook aangrensend aan die reservaat, vir 600 pond
aangekoop.32 Gedurende 1904-05 is alle titelaktes van Bahurutshe-grond in
trust oorgedra aan die Kommissaris vir Naturellesake.33

29 South Africa, Report by the Commissioner for Native Affairs relative to the acquisition and tenure of land by
natives…, pp. 34-35; South Africa, South African Native Affairs Commission, 1903-5, vol 1: “Report of the
Commission…”, p. 23; Transvaal Native Affairs’ Department, Annual reports for the year ended 30th June 1905
(Government Printing and Stationery Office, Pretoria, 1905), pp. B18-19.
30 South African Native Affairs Commission, vol. iv: Minutes of evidence in Rhodesia, Bechuanaland Protectorate,
British Bechuanaland (Cape Colony), Orange River Colony, Basutuland, Transvaal Colony, and again in the Cape
Colony (Government Printers, Cape Town, 1904), pp. 427-428; P-L Breutz, A history of the Batswana…, pp.
22-23.
31 South Africa, Report by the Commissioner for Native Affairs relative to the acquisition and tenure of land by natives…
p. 34; Transvaal Native Affairs’ Department, Annual reports for the year ended 30th June 1905, pp. B19-20.
32 Report by the Commissioner for Native Affairs relative to the acquisition and tenure of land by natives…, pp.28,
96.
33 NASA, Pretoria, SNA, 300, pp. 37-59: Verskeie verslae en briewe in dié verband. Kyk byvoorbeeld South
Africa, Report Sub Native Commissioner Marico District/Native Commissioner Western Division, 22 March 1906;
Report Acting Sub Native Commissioner Marico District/Native Commissioner Western Division, 21 Februarie
1907; South Africa, Report by the Commissioner for Native Affairs relative to the acquisition and tenure of land by
natives…, pp. 67-68; NASA, SNA vol. 300 no. 3629, Letter E Stubbs/C Griffith, 6 Februay 1906.
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Belasting en toenemende staatsbeheer
Die Bahurutshe het veral geworstel onder die toenemende aandrang om
belastings te betaal. Só byvoorbeeld moes die Bahurutshestam te Dinokana
(Ikalafeng) kort-kort om belasting-uitstel by Naturelle-kommissaris (Distrik
Marico) JP Snijman aansoek doen. Hulle het gevolglik in 1884 ‘n enorme
uitstaande skuld (vir 1881, 1882 en 1883) van £1 592-18 gehad.34 Verskeie
rampe het bygedra tot die ekonomiese ellende van die Bahurutshe. PJ
Joubert, die Superintendent van Naturellen, het byvoorbeeld die aansienlike
laer belasting (9 259 pond agt sjillings en agt pennies) wat in 1893 geïn is
toegeskryf aan die uitbreek van pokke onder die naturelle.35 In 1895 het
‘n groot droogte en gepaardgaande sprinkaanplaag gelei tot hongersnood in
sommige distrikte.36 Drie jaar later het verskeie oeste weens ‘n sprinkaanplaag
misluk en moes vele inwoners elders ‘n heenkome gaan soek. Dit het veroorsaak
dat ‘n aansienlike bedrag in belasting agterstallig gebly het.37 Daarbenewens
het die Rinderpest en gepaardgaande droogte van 1896-1898 groot druk op
die steeds krimpende Bahurutshe-bronne geplaas.38
Ondanks genoemde omstandighede is daar voortdurend druk op
stamkapteins uitgeoefen om belasting in te samel. In moeilike ekonomiese
tye het dit ‘n konflikgevaar geskep. Kaptein Suping is byvoorbeeld weens
sy agterstallige 1897-belasting gedreig “...dat, indien zy de beschuldigde
belasting niet betalen, de plaats eventueel zal worden verkocht volgens wet
no 11 1896.”39
Boeteheffings op agterstallige belasting het verdere druk op die gespanne
verhoudinge geplaas. Radelose kapteins van die Dinokane-Bahurutshe en die
Gopane-Bahurutshe het in 1898 PA Cronje, Superintendent van Naturellen,
besoek en verseker dat hulle en hul onderdane meer as gewillig is om belasting
te betaal, maar versoek om uitstel vir “nog eenige maanden tyd te geven”. Aan
dié versoek is gehoor gegee en boonop is die boete ook afgeskryf. PJ Snijman,
34 NASA, Pretoria, SN, vol. 10 SR195/84: Brief JP Snijman/PJ Joubert, 2 April 1884; AH Manson, The Hurutshe
in the Marico district…, pp. 196-199.
35 PJ Joubert, Rapport van den Superintendent van Naturellen over het jaar 1893 (Staatsdrukkerij van de ZuidAfrikaansche Republiek, Pretoria, 1894), p. 2.
36 PJ Joubert, Rapport van den Superintendent van Naturellen over het jaar 1895, no. 10 van 1896 (Staatsdrukkerij
der Zuid-Afrikaansche Republiek, Pretoria, 1896), p. 2.
37 PA Cronjé, Rapport van den Superintendent van Naturellen over het jaar 1898, no. 12 van 1899 (Staatsdrukkerij
der Zuid-Afrikaansche Republiek, Pretoria, 1899), pp. 2-3.
38 NASA, Pretoria, SN, vol. 54 SR3897/98: Brief, Commissaris van Naturellen Marico JP Snyman/Superintendent
van Naturellen PA Cronje/Commissaris van Naturellen Marico, 10 September 1898.
39 NASA, Pretoria, SN, SR120/97, pp. 1-12: Kyk byvoorbeeld Nota Superintendent van Naturellen PA Joubert/
Commissaris Naturellen, Marico, 9 Desember 1897.
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die betrokke distrikskommissaris, is oor die vingers getik en versoek om in die
vervolg nie te oorhaastig boetes op te lê nie.40
Die regering van die Transvaalse Republiek het sy beheer oor die swartbevolking uitgebrei en verstewig. Op plaaslike vlak het veldkornette,
landdroste en naturelle-kommissarisse as die hoofagente opgetree. ‘n Sentrale
Departement van Naturellesake is in die lewe geroep om oorhoofse beheer te
vergemaklik, hutbelasting van 10 shillings is behou, pasregulasies is in 1896
verfyn en die 1887-Plakkerswet, aangepas in 1895, is ook aanvaar om Afrikane
se bewegingsvryheid verder in te kort.41 Die Transvaalse staatspresident is
kragtens Wet 4 van 1885 verklaar tot opperhoof van alle swart inwoners. Hy
kon stamkapteins aanstel en toerus met beperkte straf- en onbeperkte siviele
jurisdiksie in sake tussen stamlede.42
Naturelle-arbeid
Toenemende wrywing tussen die Transvaalse owerheid en stamkapteins het
gesentreer rondom die nypende arbeiderstekort, wat die blanke boere en die
mynbase ervaar het. In 1871 is die Transvaal Commission on African Labour
aangewys. Dié aanwys van dié kommissie was ‘n poging van die Volksraad “to
rationalise and strengthen control of African labour and land and to generate
income through tax on African subjects.” Belangrike gebreke is deur die
kommissie ontbloot, soos die gebrek aan ‘n eenvormige beleid rakende die
naturelle. Dit was die mees omvattende ondersoek rakende rasse-verhoudinge
in die Transvaal tot in daardie stadium en het Afrikane vir die eerste keer sedert
die aankoms van die Voortrekkers van ‘n platform voorsien om hulle griewe te
lug. Aanbevelings van die Kommissie rakende grond, passe en belasting het
die versterking van die onderdanigheid van Afrikane in die oog gehad.43 Die
sogenaamde Plakkerswet (Wet 11) 1887 het veral ten doel gehad om blankes
van die nodige “werkvolk” te voorsien.44
40 NASA, Pretoria, SN, vol. 54 SR3897/98: Brief, Superintendent van Naturellen PA Cronje/Commissaris van
Naturellen Marico, 20 Augustus 1898.
41 South African Native Affairs Commission, vol. IV: Minutes of evidence in Rhodesia, Bechuanaland Protectorate,
British Bechuanaland (Cape Colony), Orange River Colony, Basutuland, Transvaal Colony…, p. 427; AH Manson,
The Hurutshe in the Marico district…, p. 194.
42 Buro vir Ekonomiese Navorsing insake Bantoe-ontwikkeling (BENBO), Bophuthatswana at independence, 6
December 1977 (Government Publisher, Pretoria, 1977), p. 18.
43 JS Bergh & F Morton, “To make them serve…”: The 1871 Transvaal Commission on African labour (Protea,
Pretoria, 2003), pp. 9-14, 151.
44 PJ Joubert, Rapport van den Superintendent van Naturellen over het jaar 1894, no. 6 van 1895 (Staatsdrukkerij
van de Zuid-Afrikaansche Republiek, Pretoria, 1895), p. 3 en Bijlage E.
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In 1896 het die Volksraad wetgewing aanvaar om stamkapteins te vergoed
vir die beskikbaarstelling van arbeiders. Só byvoorbeeld kon stamkapteins
wat jaarliks meer as 50 arbeiders voorsien vyf shillings per arbeider verdien.45
Tradisionele leiers is dus gebruik as agente van die blanke regering – ‘n tipiese
kolonialistiese strategie wat ook deur die Britse regering in Afrika toegepas
is.
Weens ontoereikende arbeidswetgewing kon nie voorsien word aan die
“arbeid-honger-mynbou-industrie” nie. Mynbestuurders het gevolglik op
eie inisiatief met werwingsaksies begin. Werwingsagente is na die binneland
gestuur wat dikwels die plaaslike stamkapteins en plaaslike naturelle
kommissarisse omgekoop het om in die aanvraag na arbeid te voorsien.46 Die
stryd om arbeid is egter ook deur ekologiese krisisse beïnvloed, byvoorbeeld die
1883-droogte, die 1892-1894-droogte, gevolg deur laat-reëns en springkane
en ook die 1896-1898-periode wat gekenmerk is deur die Rinderpest en
droogte. Die Rinderpest het die Bahurutshe swaar getref en gedwing om in
groot getalle tot die loonarbeid-mark toe te tree. Hulle het hul veral gewend
tot die plaaslike boere en ook werk gesoek in Kimberley en Johannesburg.47

Die Suid-Afrikaanse Oorlog, 1899-1902
Die Anglo-Boereoorlog (1899-1902), met sy misleidende naam, het nie
net twee vyandige blanke groepe betrek nie, maar verskeie inheemse groepe
en kan daarom tereg tot die Suid-Afrikaanse Oorlog herdoop word.48 Die
swart inwoners van die twee Boererepublieke is opgekommandeer om plase
op te pas en diens te doen as spioene, verkenners, touleiers, agterryers en wadrywers. Sowat 10 000 swart- en bruinmense het die Boere op kommando’s
vergesel. Ook die Britse magte het ruimskoots van swartes gebruik gemaak.
Soveel as 100 000 swart- en bruinmense het bystandsdienste verrig en is selfs
bewapen om aktief aan skermutselinge deel te neem.49
Ook die Bahurutshe kon nie neutraal in dié stryd staan nie. Die Bahurutshe
het op ‘n ongekende skaal onder Boere én veral Britse aanstigting, begin om
45
46
47
48

AH Manson, The Hurutshe in the Marico district…, p. 199.
NASA, Pretoria, SN vol. 50, SR1097/98: Brief J Snyman/P Cronje, 24 Maart 1898.
AH Manson, The Hurutshe in the Marico district…, pp. 202-203.
Vergelyk ES van Eeden, “‘n Oorlog met vele name - standpunte en realiteite oor ‘dié Oorlog’ (1899-1902) in
Suid-Afrika”, Literator, 20(3), November 1999.
49 BJ Liebenberg & SB Spies (eds.), South Africa in the 20th century (Van Schaik, Pretoria, 1993), pp. 10-12, 18.

41

New Contree, No. 54 (November 2007)

hulself te bewapen. In Augustus 1899 het distrikskommissaris JP Snijman
aanbeveel dat wapens aan die Bahurutshe in die reservaat verskaf moes word
om hulle vee te beskerm en om die regering in noodsituasies teen enige
aanvalsmag by te staan.50
Gedurende die vroeë fase van die oorlog het die Bahurutshe en ander
swartgroepe hulpdienste aan blanke plaasboere verleen. Só byvoorbeeld
moes 40 Bahurutshe-mans in Oktober 1899 by die landdros van Lichtenburg
aanmeld om aangewend te word as wagte of arbeiders op die plase van
burgers wat met militêre verpligtinge elders doenig was. Gedurende die
daaropvolgende ses maande is nog Bahurutshe opgekommandeer om as wagte
op plase diens te doen.51
Ook die Britte het ruimskoots van swartes se dienste gebruik gemaak. Só
byvoorbeeld het die Bahurutshe openlik en op Britse instruksies boere se
plaasopstalle in die Marico-distrik geplunder. Gopane se mense, gewapen en
onder militêre orders en aanmoediging van luitenant-kolonel Churchwood
en kapteins Harding en Morris Peat om te plunder, het van die geleentheid
gebruik gemaak om vee van blanke boere te roof.52 Tydens die latere fase
van die oorlog, met Britse opperheerskappy in die Marico-distrik gevestig,
is die Bahurutshe effektief en met groot sukses aangewend om die spoorlyn
tussen Mafikeng en Ramoutsa teen Boer-aanvalle te beskerm: “The Natives
on this border at Linokana and Gopanis [sic] are still rendering splendid
service in preventing commandos raiding the railway between Mafeking and
Ramoutsa.”53
Die Vrede van Vereeniging, onderteken op 31 Mei 1902, het die SuidAfrikaanse Oorlog beëindig en ‘n nuwe tydvak in die geskiedenis van suiderAfrika ingelei. Veral die inheemse bevolking, wat die Britte met raad en daad
50 NASA, Pretoria, SN, vol. 59, SR181/99: Brief J Snyman/P Cronje, 22 Augustus 1899.
51 Kyk byvoorbeeld NASA, Pretoria, SN, vol. 112, p. 805: Telegram Superintendent van Naturellen/Naturellen
Commissaris door Landdrost Lichtenburg, 25 Oktober 1899; p. 806: Telegram Superintendent van Naturellen/
Landdrost Lichtenburg, 25 Oktober 1899; p. 803: Telegram Superintendent van Naturellen/Landdrost
Standerton, 25 Oktober 1899; p. 804: Telegram Superintendent van Naturellen/Kommissaris Naturelle
Krugerspoort, 25 Oktober 1899; pp. 807-808: Telegram Superintendent Naturellen/Naturellen Commissaris
Middelburg, 25 Oktober 1899; p. 952: Telegram Superintendent van Naturellen/Landdrost Krugersdorp, 30
November 1899.
52 NASA, Pretoria, SNA vol. 48 file 1644, pp. 77-92: Verskeie briewe, verklarings en verslae in dié verband.
Kyk byvoorbeeld Affidavit Chief Gopane, 11th August 1902, annexure to Commissioner for Native Affairs,
Memorandum for submission to members of Council from Commissioner for Native Affairs, 3 September 1902;
Letter Chief Gopane/Native Commissioner Godfrey Lagden, 2 August 1902; Letter Sub Native Commissioner
Zeerust/Native Commissioner Rustenburg, 13 August 1902.
53 NASA, Pretoria, Law Department (LD), vol. 24, file no. M1885/1901: Letter C. Levey/Secretary to the Law
Department, 19 November 1901, pp. 1-2.
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ondersteun het, was hoopvol dat hulle politieke posisie met rasse skrede sou
verbeter. In die agste klousule van die Vredesverdrag is egter bepaal dat “The
question of granting the franchise to natives will not be decided until after the
introduction of self-government” aan die blanke burgers van die voormalige
Boererepublieke.54 Hierdie toegewing, volgens Judd “not a particulary painful
one for the British government”, het ingehou dat die oorweldigende Afrikanermeerderheid in die Oranje-Vrystaat Kroonkolonie en ook die Afrikaner- en
Britse bevolkings van die Transvaalse Kroonkolonie “would, in all probability,
keep the non-European disenfranchised and firmly in its place.”55

Transvaalse Kroonkolonie, 1902-1909
Gerugte het die rondte gedoen, aangeblaas deur onverantwoordelike persone,
dat die Britse Regering die oorwonne Boere se plase sou konfiskeer en aan die
naturelle sou oorhandig.56 Só berig Naturelle Kommissaris C. Griffith (WesTransvaal Westelike Divisie): “... the Natives are greatly disappointed at not
being made grants of land in consideration of the services they rendered to
our troops during the late war; they fully expected that the farms would be
taken from the Boers and given to them. They anticipated the farmers being
dispossessed of all title to land.“57
Staatsinmenging in die reservaat het ‘n hoogtepunt bereik gedurende die
eerste aantal jare na die instelling van kroonkoloniebestuur. Die Bahurutshe
was onderwerp aan ‘n sogenaamde “dual administration”, aangesien die South
African Constabulary en die plaaslike Naturellesake Kommissaris, asook die
Resident-magistraat van Zeerust albei jurisdiksie oor hulle uitgeoefen het.
Boonop het die polisiemagte van Zeerust, Lobatse en Gabarone almal orders
uitgereik aan die Bahurutshe van Gopane. Gopane het gevolglik moedeloos
aan die Secretary for Native Affairs gerapporteer dat hy nie weet wie hulle moet
gehoorsaam nie. Daar was ook ‘n sekere mate van jurisdiksie-oorvleueling
54 FA van Jaarsveld, Honderd basiese dokumente by die studie van die Suid-Afrikaanse geskiedenis 1648-1961 (Nasou,
Kaapstad, 1971), pp. 172-173; CFJ Muller (red.), Vyfhonderd jaar Suid-Afrikaanse geskiedenis, 4e uitgawe 2e
druk (Academica, Pretoria, 1990), p. 364.
55 BJ Liebenberg & SB Spies, South Africa in the 20th century, pp. 19-20; D Judd, The Boer war (Granada Publishing
Limited, London, 1977), pp. 172-173.
56 Transvaal Native Affairs Department, Annual report for the year ended 30th June, 1906 (Government printing and
Stationery Office, Pretoria, 1906), p. A1; South Africa, Annual report by the Commissioner for Native Affairs for
the year ended 30th June, 1903, pp. A1-B27; South Africa, Report by the Commissioner for Native Affairs relative
to the acquisition and tenure of land by natives…, p. 2.
57 South Africa, Annual report by the Commissioner for Native Affairs for the year ended 30th June, 1903, pp. B27.
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tussen die Magistraatshof en die Hof van die Naturelle-kommissaris.58 Só het
ook E. Stubbs, Assistant-Naturelle Kommissaris Marico Distrik, in Junie 1904
sy lot teenoor die Naturelle Kommissaris Wes-Transvaal bekla: “...had recently
received instructions of such a varied and sometimes conflicting nature from so
many officials on various matters, instancing primarily the cattle disease...”.59
Ook Tom Mokgatla was uiters frustreerd met die onvergenoeglike situasie:
“I am repeatedly called down to the S.A.C. [South African Constabulary]
camps and questioned about matters in my stadt; I am constantly getting
instructions from them; only yesterday I was ordered by the S.A.C. to take a
census of all the stock in the location...”.60 Ook Israel Moiloa het hom nie die
inmenging van die SAC laat welgeval nie.61
Die oorvleuelingkwessie was in 1906 steeds onopgelos. Verskeie klagtes
rakende SAC-optrede in die Moiloa-reservaat het W. Windham, Sekretaris
van Naturellesake, ergerlik laat opmerk: “The facts elicited clearly indicate
how necessary it is that the natives should be dealt with by one official only,
representing the authority of the Government in each district.” Daar is
uiteindelik tot die logiese besluit gekom om definitiewe instruksies aan die
SAC uit te reik: “...not to deal with matters affecting natives in locations or
otherwise where there are specially appointed officers of the Native Affairs
department in the district.”62
Verdere inmenging het gelei tot die verhoging van die gehate jaarlikse
kopbelasting (in 1904) van een na twee pond. Poligamiste moes boonop
‘n bykomende twee pond betaal.63 Gedurende dieselfde jaar is amptenare
in die reservaat aangestel om beweging uit die reservaat te monitor. Om
‘n geldige pas te bekom moes Afrikane een sjielling betaal.64 Kragtens die
Native Tax Amendment Act, sedert 1 Januarie 1909 van krag, is belasting
58 NASA, Pretoria, Lieutenant-Governor (LG) vol. 127, 110/69: Letter Gopane/Secretary for Native Affairs, 15
June 1904; South Africa, Annual report by the Commissioner for Native Affairs for the year ended 30th June, 1903,
p. A4.
59 NASA, Pretoria, LG 110/114: Letter E Stubbs Sub Native Commissioner Marico District/Native Commissioner
Western Transvaal, 13 June 1904, p. 1; Letter E Stubbs/Native Commissioner Western Transvaal, 17 November
1905.
60 NASA, Pretoria, LD 110/114: Statement by Chief Israel Moiloa annexure to Letter Sub Native Commissioner/
District Commandant SAC, 17 November 1905.
61 NASA, Pretoria, LD 110/114: Statement by Chief Tom Mokgatle annexure to Letter Sub Native Commissioner/
District Commandant SAC, 17 November 1905.
62 NASA. Pretoria, LG 110/114, no. 1293/06: Letter W Windham Secretary for Native Affairs/Private Secretary
to Acting Lieutenant-Governor, 20 March 1906.
63 NASA, Pretoria, SNA, vol. 375, no. 2554: Message from Lord Selbourne to Chiefs in Zeerust district, 6 July
1907.
64 AH Manson, The Hurutshe in the Marico district…, p. 245.

44

Die Bahurutshe van die Marico

van plaasarbeiders verminder. Dit was waarskynlik ‘n poging om hulle aan
te moedig om op plase aan te bly. ‘n Hoof-invorderaar en vyf assistentinvorderaars is vroeg in 1909 aangestel om in samewerking met pasamptenare
belasting van naturele woonagtig in sogenaamde “labour districts” in te samel.
‘n Aantal naturele-konstabels is ook ingespan om dié taak te rig. Die skepping
van die spesiale tak van die Government Native Labour Bureau het goeie
vrugte afgewerp en gevolglik is die geledere van die invorderingspersoneel met
drie junior klerke versterk.65
Lord A. Milner, Britse goewerneur van die Transvaalse Kroonkolonie, het
in sy heropbouprogram twee breë doelstellings daargestel, naamlik om die
mynbou-produksie tot sy vooroorlogse vlak te herstel en om produktiwiteit te
verhoog deur die voorsiening van voldoende arbeid en ‘n stewige ekonomiese
infrastruktuur. Die inheemse gemeenskappe van die Transvaal sou hierin geen
geringe rol speel nie en daarom het die nuwe bewindhebbers daadwerklik aan
hulle “posisionering” as arbeidsbronne aandag gegee.66
Die swartmense van die Transvaalse en Oranje-Vrystaatse Kroonkolonies,
reeds ontnugter deur die bepalings van die Vredesverdrag van Vereeniging,
het met argwaan die bevoorregting van die blankes en die miskenning van
swart-regte deur die Milner-regime gade geslaan. Gevolglik het ‘n hele
aantal swart politieke organisasies die lig gesien, byvoorbeeld The Transvaal
Vigilance Association en The Bloemfontein Vigilance Committee in 1903.67 Dié
politieke organisasisies kon egter nie hond-haar af maak nie en het die Milneradministrasie doelgerig planne in werking gestel om te sorg dat voldoende
goedkoop swart arbeid vir die oplewing van blanke landbou en die mynbou
beskikbaar is.
In 1903 is ‘n Naturellesakekommissie (Grondkommissie), onder
voorsitterskap van sir Godfrey Lagden, in die lewe geroep om ondersoek in
te stel na “The tenure of land by Natives and the obligations to the State
which it entails.”68 Dié Lagden-kommissie van 1903-1905 het die hele land
deurkruis om inligting ter plaatse in te samel en te poog om ‘n eenvormige
naturellebeleid daar te stel. Hierdie Kommissie het ten sterkste aanbeveel
dat enige verdere grondaankope deur Afrikane gestaak moes word. Afrikane
65 Transvaal Native Affairs Department, Annual report for the year ended 30th June, 1909 (Pretoria, Government
Printing and Stationery Office, 1910), p. 10.
66 BJ Liebenberg & SB Spies (eds.), South Africa in the 20th century, p. 24; AH Manson, The Hurutshe in the Marico
district…, pp. 239-240.
67 BJ Liebenberg & SB Spies, South Africa in the 20th century, pp. 31-36.
68 South Africa, South African Native Affairs Commission, 1903-5, vol 1: Report of the Commission…, p. 1.
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is verder verplig om grondaansprake by die Kommissaris vir Naturellesake
te registreer. Verskeie eienaars het gevolglik hulle grond verloor, aangesien
die nodige wetlike bewysstukke ontbreek het.69 Dié Kommissie se 1905verslag verteenwoordig die eerste daadwerklike poging om die sogenaamde
“Naturellevraagstuk” vanuit ‘n Suider-Afrikaanse perspektief/konteks te
benader. Die uitbreiding van individuele grondbesit vir swartes en die instelling
van kiesafdelings vir swartes in elkeen van die vier kolonies is onder andere
in die verslag bepleit. Dit het egter op dowe ore geval, aangesien Lord Alfred
Milner, Britse Hoë Kommissaris vir Suid-Afrika, huiwerig was om te radikaal
af te wyk van die algemene siening in dié verband.70 Die Lagden-kommissie
het onder andere gebiedsegregasie aanbeveel, asook politieke skeiding deur
middel van die instelling van afsonderlike kiesafdelings vir swartes in elke
kolonie.71
Gedurende ‘n pitso te Zeerust (6 Julie 1907) het ‘n ontnugterde groep
plaaslike stamkapteins, waar onder ook dié van die Bahurutshe getel het,
aan Lord Selborne ’n uitgebreide petisie oorhandig. Daarin het hulle onder
andere versoek dat meer magte aan kapteins toegestaan word en het hulle
ook só oor belastings uitgelaat: “We keenly feel that the present taxation
[Native and Dog tax] is a heavy burden upon us and earnestly pray for Your
Excellency’s sympathy in the matter and trust that Your Excellency will be
able to obtain legislation making provision for the reduction of these taxes”.72
Aan albei versoeke het Selborne nie gehoor gegee nie en het rakende belastings
opgemerk: “[It] was imposed upon the native population after very careful
consideration by the government, and I cannot hold out any present to you
that it will be altered”.73

Die Unie van Suid-Afrika, 1909-1916
Toenemende eenstemmigheid dat die selfregerende Britse kolonies in suiderAfrika moes verenig, het gelei tot die “Suid-Afrika Wet” van 1909. Benewens
ekonomiese oorweginge was daar ‘n toenemende algemene (blanke) siening
69 South Africa, South African Native Affairs Commission, 1903-5, vol 1: Report of the Commission…, pp. 35,
39.
70 CFJ Muller (red.), Vyfhonderd jaar Suid-Afrikaanse geskiedenis, p. 371.
71 BJ Liebenberg & SB Spies (eds.), South Africa in the 20th century, p. 36.
72 NASA, Pretoria, SNA 375: Petition Israel Moiloa and several others/Governor of the Transvaal Lord Selborne, 6
July 1907; SNA 375, pp. 79-80 : Report Acting Sub Native Commissioner Marico District/Native Commissioner
Marico District, 13 July 1907; Rand Daily Mail, 8 July 1907
73 NASA, Pretoria, SNA 375: Memorandum, Selborne/Abraham Moiloa and seven other chiefs, undated.
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dat daar slegs in ‘n verenigde Suid-Afrika ‘n eenvormige beleid rakende die
naturelle die lig sou sien en daardeur die groeiende onrus getemper sou
word.74 Ondanks heftige besware teen die naturelle stemregklousules en ‘n
gepaardgaande deputasie van swart- en kleurling-afgevaardigdes na London
is die Suid-Afrika Wet deur die Britse parlement goedgekeur om op 31 Mei
1910 van krag te word.75 Een van die eerste en omstrede aangeleenthede
wat deur die Unieparlement hanteer moes word, het gehandel oor naturellegrondbesit.
Die Naturellen Grond Wet (Wet 27 van 1913), voorafgegaan deur die 19031905-Lagden-kommissie en die 1912-verslag van die Native Affairs Committee
(Burton-kommissie), het albei segregasievoorstelle aan die hand gedoen.76
Wet 27 van 1913 het onder andere goedkoop swart arbeid in die oog gehad
en was ‘n groot stap na grootskaalse segregasie en een van die hoekstene van
die Bantoetuisland-beleid wat gedurende Apartheid ontwikkel is.77 Dit was
dus die aanvangswetgewing waarin beginsels van gebiedsegregasie en skeiding
van regte op grond tussen blankes en naturelle van stapel gestuur is.78 In
die Bijlage van Naturellestreken tot Wet 27 van 1913 word die Bahurutshegrondgebied in die Marico-distrik as volg aangedui: Moiloa se Reservaat
(123 890 morge), Vinkrivier (4 154 morge), gedeelte van Hartebeestfontein
(991 morge), Dam van Metsigo (5 349 morge) en Matjesvallei (1 826).79
Die Bahurutshe-grond het dus 136 212 Morge beslaan. In dié Wet is daar
voorsiening gemaak vir ‘n verdere grondkommissie (later bekend as die
Beaumont-kommissie) om naturelle-grondkwessies verder te ondersoek en ‘n
meer realistiese grondafbakening aan die hand te doen. Wet 27 van 1913
verteenwoordig dus die eerste neerslag van gebiedsegregasie in die wetgewing
van die Unie van Suid-Afrika. Hewige besware en selfs ‘n Februarie 1914afvaardiging van die South African National Natives Congress na Londen
kon nie lei tot die herroeping van dié gewraakte wet nie. Intussen is William

74 BJ Liebenberg & SB Spies (eds.), South Africa in the 20th century , p. 44; CFJ Muller (red.), Vyfhonderd jaar
Suid-Afrikaanse geskiedenis, pp. 378-379.
75 FA van Jaarsveld, Honderd basiese dokumente by die studie van die Suid-Afrikaanse geskiedenis 1648-1961, pp.
182, 187; CFJ Muller (red.), Vyfhonderd jaar Suid-Afrikaanse geskiedenis, pp. 381, 384-385; BJ Liebenberg &
S.B. Spies (eds.), South Africa in the 20th century, pp. 47, 49, 66, 75.
76 Union of South Africa, Report of the select Committee on Native Affairs (Cape Town, Government Printers,
1911), pp. iii, iv, v, vi; BJ Liebenberg & SB Spies (eds.), South Africa in the 20th century, p. 58.
77 BJ Liebenberg & SB Spies (eds.), South Africa in the 20th century, p. 59.
78 Wetten van de Unie van Zuid-Afrika 1913 (Goevernementsdrukker, Kaapstad, 1913), pp. 437-449.
79 Wetten van de Unie van Zuid-Afrika 1913, p. 469.
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Beaumont in Augustus 1913 benoem tot voorsitter van die grondkommissie.
Laasgenoemde het sy verslag in Maart 1916 uitgebring.80
Die Bahurutshe het nie gelate die diskriminerende bepalinge van die 1913wet aanvaar nie en was vasbeslote om hulle tot die Beaumont-kommissie te
wend om meer grond te bekom. Die stamkapteins van die Marico-distrik
het polities gemobiliseer en aangesluit by die South African National Natives
Congress wat teenkanting teen die 1913-wet gekoördineer het.81 Uit ‘n
Bahurutshe-oogpunt was die aksie gedeeltelik suksesvol, aangesien die 1916kommissie besluit het om 92, 162 morge 443 vierkante roede by die bestaande
136 212 morge 266 vierkante roede te voeg. Die totale grondoppervlakte was
dus 228 375 morge 109 vierkante roede.82

Samevatting
Uit hierdie studie blyk dit duidelik waarom stamkaptein Moiloa hom en
die Bahurutshe as die “honde van die Boere” beskou het. Doelbewuste
aftakeling van Bahurutshe-gesag tydens die ZAR-era (1852-1899) via onder
andere die gehate kop/hutbelasting en uitbuiting van naturelle-arbeid vorm
kontoere in die geskiedenis van die Bahurutshe. Teen hierdie uitbuiting was
die Bahurutshe magteloos. Daarbenewens het ‘n openlike burgeroolog en die
gevolglike verdeling van die Reservaat tussen die volgelinge van Gopane en
Ikalafeng deur ‘n regeringskommissie, die Bahurutshe uiters kwesbaar gelaat.
Gedurende die vroeë fase van die Suid-Afrikaanse Oorlog (1899-1902 ) het
die Bahurutshe hulpdienste aan die Boere verleen. Mettertyd het hulle hul
egter by die Britte geskaar, wat ruimskoots van hulle dienste gebruik gemaak
het. Die hoop dat hulle politieke situasie met rasse skrede sou verbeter het
egter beskaam, aangesien die Vrede van Vereeniging die status quo tot ‘n hoë
mate gehandhaaf het.
Die 1902-1916-fase is gekenmerk deur toenemende staatsinmenging via die
verwarrende “dual administration”, die verhoging van die gehate kopbelasting
en onderhandelinge oor grondgebied. Ooreenkomstig die omstrede Naturellen
80 BJ Liebenberg & SB Spies (eds.), South Africa in the 20th century, pp. 77-78; CFJ Muller (red.), Vyfhonderd jaar
Suid-Afrikaanse geskiedenis, pp. 397-401.
81 A H Manson, The Hurutshe in the Marico district…, p. 267.
82 Union of South Africa, UG 19-1916, Report of the Natives Land Commission, vol. 1, pp. 32-33 (Government
Printers, 1916, Cape Town); UG 23-1918, Report of the Natives Land Committee, Western Transvaal (Cape
Town, Government Printers, 1918), p. 7.
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Grond Wet (Wet 27 van 1913) is Bahurutshe-grondaansprake erken en het
die Bahurutshe-grondgebied kragtens die 1916-Beaumont-verslag bykans
verdubbel. Die Bahurutshe het dus nie altyd aan die kortste end getrek nie.
Ondanks dié ligpunt het AH Manson die blank-swart-verhoudinge in die
Marico tereg as “an antagonistic and irreconcilable situation between a white
and black society, which shared the similar aims of gaining and retaining
access to productive resources”, getipeer.83

83 AH Manson, The Hurutshe in the Marico district…, p. 87.

49

New Contree, No. 54 (November 2007)

50

Book Reviews

Building communities of practice

Building communities of practice for the continuing
professional development of history teachers: insights from
the TEMS project
Suriamurthee M Maistry
School of Social Sciences Education
University of KwaZulu-Natal

Samevatting
In ‘n tydperk van snelle kurrikulum hervorming, is talle Suid Afrikaanse
onderwysers gekonfronteer met die moeilike taak om nuwe kurrikula te
ontwikkel en te implementeer. Dit is veral die geval vir Geskiedenis-onderwysers
wat as deel van die proses vele uitdagings te bowe moet kom. Terwyl sommige
onderwysers kurrikulum hervorming as ‘n reuse uitdaging beskou, daag ander
die beskouing uit deur die geleentheid aan te gryp vir persoonlike professionele
groei. Hierdie artikel is gebaseer op die TEMS onderwyser-ontwikkelingsprojek waarin die argument ten gunste is van ‘n praktykbenadering ten opsigte
van die volgehoue professionele ontwikkeling van Geskiedenisonderwysers.
Die spesifieke eise wat die onderrig van Geskiedenis in ‘n post-apartheid
Suid-Afrika stel, maak dit noodsaaklik dat ‘veilige plekke’ geskep word vir
Geskiedenisonderwysers waar redevoering rakende die Geskiedenis-kurrikulum
kan plaasvind. “Gemeenskappe van praktyk”, soos voorgestel deur Wenger, bied
‘n bruikbare teoretiese benadering vir ‘n volgehoue professionele ontwikkeling
in Geskiedenisonderrig, veral in die beperkende mate van ondersteuning vanaf
die provinsiale onderwysdepartmente vir Geskiedenisonderwysers.

Introduction
In a period of rapid curriculum change, many South African teachers are faced
with the arduous task of new curriculum development and implementation.
This is particularly true of the challenges facing history teachers as they
embrace new curricular expectations. While some teachers view this as a
daunting endeavour, others disturb this assumption, embrace the challenge
and seek out opportunities for personal professional development. This paper
draws on the findings of Teaching Economic and Management Sciences
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(TEMS) teacher development project. It proceeds to argue for a community of
practice approach to continuing professional development (CPD) of teachers
of history. The peculiar demands of teaching this discipline in post-apartheid
South Africa necessitates the creation of ‘safe spaces’ for teachers of history to
engage with the new discourse in history education. Communities of practice
as espoused by Wenger1 offers a useful theoretical approach for CPD in
history especially in the restricted support from the Provincial Departments
of Education for teachers of history.
Day and Sachs contend that:
The increased investment in practitioner inquiry as a way of learning, in
professional development schools, or networked learning communities …
are … signs that CPD (continuing professional development) is becoming
understood to have a range of forms, locations and practices appropriate to
its many purposes. Yet both time to learn and the right timing are essential to
success.

In the above quote, Day and Sachs present what they refer to as an optimist
view of a new understanding of the purposes and forms of continuing
professional development. They assert that internationally, there still is a
substantial dearth of understanding with respect to the outcomes of teacher
professional development as it occurs in its various forms, and that continuing
professional development “is alive, but not thriving”.2
Against a background of fragmented and inequitable apartheid education,
South African teacher professional development is diverse in terms of its
service providers, contexts, and clients and as such presents unique challenges
for continuing professional development. The issues, tensions and problems
of teacher professional development in South Africa are indeed multi-faceted.
Adler, writing from a South African perspective, comments on one significant
aspect of continuing professional development of teachers as follows:
There is little contention that teachers need to know the subject matter they
are teaching, and moreover, that they need to know how to present this clearly
to learners. The issue is how to integrate ‘further learning of the subject with
learning about how students in school acquire subject knowledge’.3
1
2
3

E Wenger, Communities of practice: learning, meaning and identity (New York, Cambridge University Press,
1998).
C Day & J Sachs, “Professionalism, performativity and empowerment…”, C Day & J Sachs, International
handbook on continuing professional development of teachers, pp. 3-32.
J Adler & Y Reed, “Researching teachers’ take-up from a formal in-service professional development programme”,
J Adler & Y Reed, Challenges of teacher development: an investigation of take-up in South Africa (Pretoria, Van
Schaik Publishers, 2002), pp. 18-35.
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In describing the subject-pedagogy tension in teacher development
programmes, Adler notes that teachers must be competent in terms of both
the subject matter knowledge they teach and the ways in which to teach this
subject matter knowledge. She highlights an important challenge that faces
teacher development, that is, to integrate ‘further learning’ of subject matter
knowledge with subject pedagogy.4 However, many teachers in South Africa
have a limited conceptual knowledge base. This problem has its roots in the
poor quality of education many teachers were subjected to under apartheid.5
The challenge becomes more complex in a teacher development programme
when teachers have limited or no subject matter knowledge in the subject they
are expected to teach. This challenge is amplified in South African education,
which has been undergoing unprecedented reform.
Policy development in teacher education has been prolific since the mid
1990s. While Welch is of the view that efforts to base educational policy in
South Africa on sound research especially with regard to curriculum has at
times been “visionary”6, Harley and Wedekind argue that the most influential
and radical policy, namely “... C2005 did not arise from a ‘situational analysis’
of existing realities. Teachers, and probably most teacher educators, simply
found themselves in a new curriculum world”.7 Sayed8 concurs that South
African education policy comprises symbolic gestures and government
initiatives that are out of sync with the “realities on the ground”. He describes
educational policy change in South Africa as “symbolic rhetoric”. It becomes
clear that South Africa’s transition to a democracy from a previously fragmented
education and social system has thrown up several challenges for all teachers
(including those that teach history). Several questions remain unanswered:
How do history teachers from disparate backgrounds address the expectations
of a new curriculum that suggests a new ideology and pedagogy? How can
we create a safe space for history teachers with differing social identities and
values to begin to engage with the task of making meaning of and developing
4
5
6
7
8

J Adler & Y Reed, “Researching teachers’ take-up…”, J Adler & Y Reed, Challenges of teacher development…,
pp. 18-35.
N Taylor & P Vinjevold, Getting learning right: report of the president’s education initiative research project.
(Johannesburg, Joint Education Trust/Department of Education, 1999).
T Welch, “Teacher education in South Africa before, during and after apartheid: an overview”, J Adler &
Y Reed, Challenges of teacher development: an investigation of take-up in South Africa (Pretoria, Van Schaik
Publishers, 2002), pp. 17-35.
KL Harley & VR Wedekind, “Political change, curriculum change and social formation, 1990 to 2002”, L
Chisholm, Changing class: educational and social change in post apartheid South Africa (Cape Town, HSRC Press,
2004), pp. 195-220.
Y Sayed, “The case of teacher education in post apartheid South Africa: politics and priorities”, L Chisholm,
Changing class: educational and social change in post apartheid South Africa, pp. 247-266.
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the school history curriculum? The stark absence of substantive teacher
development programmes to address teachers’ needs has manifested itself
in some teachers employing alternative mechanisms for learning. One such
mechanism or model is a teacher community of practice. This usually takes
the form of a voluntary network or grouping of teachers across schools. These
teachers group themselves according to teaching subjects (or learning areas).
In this article I draw on experiences gained from the Teaching Economic
and Management Sciences Teacher Development project (TEMS) and offer
insights for the development of communities of practice for teachers of history.
The TEMS project took place in the greater Durban area of KwaZulu-Natal.
The research study set out to explore the nature of teacher learning in a
community of practice in the context of curriculum change. Of significance
was that this ‘community of practice’ was a structure that had been conceived
by a group of interested teachers eager to support each other in the absence
of support from the Department of Education. This presented an excellent
research opportunity for me (as university academic involved in economics
teacher education) to study the nature of teacher learning in this context
while making a professional contribution to the work of this group. The
project entailed a study of how teachers cooperated, collaborated and made
meaning within this learning community. One of the critical questions that
this study sought to answer was: “What is the nature of teacher learning in a
community of practice?” Using insights from the TEMS project, I explore the
implications of Wenger’s9 social practice theory of learning in a community of
practice for teachers of history.

Communities of practice and teacher learning
Teachers often find formal professional development disappointing because
they are positioned as clients needing ‘fixing’ rather than as owners and
managers of programmes that supposedly aim to support their learning.10
Clark notes that many teacher professional development initiatives are often
superficial, short-term and insufficiently sensitive to complex local conditions.
He accordingly maintains that teachers must become agents of their own and
9
E Wenger, Communities of practice: learning, meaning and identity.
12 CM Clark, Talking shop: authentic conversation and teacher learning (New York, Teachers College Press, 2001);
Y Sayed, “The case of teacher education in post apartheid South Africa: politics and priorities”, L Chisholm,
Changing class: educational and social change in post apartheid South Africa (Cape Town, HSRC Press, 2004), pp.
247-266.
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each other’s learning, and that teachers’ perspectives on their work should
be carefully considered.11 “In education, the emphasis has shifted from
describing various communities of practice to creating various communities
for the purpose of improving practice, particularly as it relates to professional
development”. Communities of practice originated in response to several
barriers to professional development that exist in the culture of schooling,
such as the isolated nature of teaching and the lack of agreement as to what
constitutes acceptable practices. They provide opportunities for collaborative
reflection and inquiry through dialogue and thus develop common tools,
language, images, roles, assumptions and understandings.12
In their study of the role that teacher communities of practice play in the
development of the capacity of teachers to implement innovative pedagogical
practices that make use of information and communications technology in
three Canadian schools, Wideman and Owston13 conclude that communities
of practice are crucial to sustaining and expanding the momentum for change.
Working with science teachers, Avery and Carlsen14 studied the effects of
teachers’ membership of communities of practice on their management
of their classroom communities. They found that teachers who had strong
subject matter knowledge and experience with science were able to teach
science in a ‘sociologically’ useful way. Teachers drew on their membership
in communities of practice for support, ideas, and curricular innovations.
An important argument for teacher community is that it provides a site or
location for teacher learning. There exists a ‘natural’ interconnectedness of
teacher learning and professional communities.15
Teacher communities differ from law and medical communities. Law and
medical professions display their own unique characteristics and vary in the
extent to which they are communities as compared to teacher communities.
Membership of such communities entails the sharing of an identity, common
values, role definitions and a common language. Teachers generally differ in
11 Vergelyk CM Clark, Talking shop: authentic conversation and teacher learning (New York, Teachers College Press,
2001).
12 PW Wesley & V Buysse, “Communities of practice: expanding professional roles to promote reflection and
shared inquiry”, Topics in early childhood special education, 21(2), 2001, pp. 114–23.
13 HH Wideman & RD Owston, Communities of practice in professional development: supporting teachers in
innovating with technology (Paper, Annual Meeting: The American Educational Research Association, Chicago,
April 2003).
14 LM Avery & WS Carlsen, Knowledge, identity and teachers’ multiple communities of practice (Paper, Annual
meeting: The National Association for Research in Science Teaching, St Louis, MO, 2001).
15 M McLaughlin, M & JE Talbert, Professional communities and the work of high school teachers (Chicago,
University of Chicago Press, 2001).
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their understandings of the goals of teaching, the structure of the curriculum,
assessment, and basically anything that pertains to teaching. Differing values
amongst teachers are linked to several factors, including the grade level they
teach, the disciplines they teach, their teaching qualifications, and the type of
pupils they serve.
It is said:
Compared to medicine or law, education has been unable to forge a shared
language of norms and values; and practically every significant question in
education remains contentious.16

This certainly has significant implications for teacher development and
highlights the challenges of establishing professional community in teaching.
Such challenges are exacerbated in education because here value systems,
ideologies and teacher beliefs are more varied than in the case of law and
the medical profession where consensus about ‘end’ and ‘means’ is much
more easily achieved. The phenomenon of the contentiousness of education’s
norms, values and ideologies is pronounced in South African education where
teachers’ manifest behaviour has been shaped by a tapestry of influences and
ideologies that date back to apartheid education.
In her analysis of case study data from a school reform initiative in a middle
school in a major city in the south-western United States, Phillips concludes that
by creating ‘powerful learning’ that is high quality learning for teachers, student
achievement across all socio-economic, ethnic and academic groups improved
dramatically. Teachers at the school were able to create a set of innovative
curriculum programmes. These programmes were focused on previously low
achieving students. Phillips notes that: “…learning communities create spaces
for teachers to form professional relationships, to share information and to
provide collegial support”.17 Such collegial communities of practice represent
a marked shift from traditional approaches to staff development. Research by
Lieberman,18 Westheimer19 and McLaughlin and Talbert20 also suggest that
such communities of practice have enormous potential for teacher learning.
16 P Grossman, S Wineburg & S Woolworth, “Toward a theory of teacher community”, Teachers College Record,
103(6), 2001, pp. 942-1012.
17 J Phillips, “Powerful learning: creating learning communities in urban school reform”, Journal of Curriculum
and Supervision, 18(3), 2003, pp. 240-258.
18 A Lieberman, Building a professional culture in schools (New York, Teachers College Press, 1988).
19 J Westheimer, Among schoolteachers: community, autonomy, and ideology in teachers’ work (New York, Teachers
College Press, 1998).
20 M McLaughlin, M & JE Talbert, Professional communities and the work of high school teachers (Chicago,
University of Chicago Press, 2001).

58

Building communities of practice

In evaluating the usefulness of a socio-cultural approach for analysing teachers’
responses to the professional learning of standards-based reform policies in
the United States through a case study of six elementary teachers, Gallucci21
asserts that communities of practice were sites for teacher learning and were
mediators of teachers’ responses to institutional reform. Characteristics of
such communities of practice influenced the degree to which teachers worked
out negotiated and thoughtful responses to policy demands. These findings
confirm the value of teacher learning communities as sites for teacher learning.
The study being reported on in this paper is a response to the challenges of
South African institutional reform in the form of new education policy, as it
seeks to explore how teachers use a teacher learning community as a vehicle
to come to terms with new education policy.
An important element in the situative perspective on learning is the notion
of ‘distributed cognition’. Putman and Borko22 assert that:
The notion of distributed cognition suggests that when diverse groups of
teachers with different types of knowledge and expertise come together in
discourse communities, community members can draw upon and incorporate
each other’s expertise to create rich conversations and new insights into
teaching and learning. The existing cultures and discourse communities
in many schools, however, do not value or support critical and reflective
examination of teaching practice.

This notion is supported by research conducted by Grossman and colleagues.23
They state that forming a professional community requires teachers to engage
in both intellectual and social work; that is, developing new ways of thinking
and reasoning collectively, as well as new forms of interacting personally. It
is important to be cognisant of the fact that in the development of teacher
community some people know things that others do not know and that the
collective knowledge exceeds that of the individual. Learning from fellow
participants requires the ability to listen carefully to fellow participants,
especially as these participants struggle to formulate thoughts in response
to challenging intellectual content. Listening to the ill-formed thoughts and
ideas of fellow participants may be a new activity that participants have to
learn to engage with.
21 C Gallucci, “Communities of practice and mediation of teachers’ responses to standards-based reform”,
Education Policy Analysis Archives, 11(35), 2003, pp. 57-85.
22 RT Putman & H Borko, “What do new views about knowledge and thinking have to say about research on
teacher learning?” Educational Researcher, 29(1), 2000, pp. 4-15.
23 P Grossman, S Wineburg & S Woolworth, “Toward a theory of teacher community”, Teachers College Record,
103(6), 2001, pp. 942-1012.
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Communities of practice alter the24:
linear relationships through which knowledge ‘trickles down’ from those
who discover professional knowledge to those who provide and receive
services shaped by it because the model invites and builds upon knowledge
from each.

Cognition is distributed across the individual and other persons and is not
considered solely as the property of individuals.25 Participants “experience
transformation in unique yet socially supportive ways”, as they extend each
other’s thinking beyond what they might do as individuals.26 In this way,
teachers are better able to engage in learning that may influence their practice.
Putman and Borko concur that for teachers to be successful in learning new
knowledge and pedagogic skills, they need opportunities to participate27:
in a professional community that discusses new teacher materials and
strategies and that supports risk taking … entailed in transforming practice.

A brief note on the research methodology
The purpose of the research study was to investigate teachers’ learning in a
teacher community of practice, designed in accordance with the principles of
social practice theory. This study was informed by a symbolic interactionist
perspective which entails interpretative research that is concerned with how
people see things and how they construct their meanings.28 It is located in the
qualitative paradigm. Contextual factors play an important role in influencing
teachers and teacher learning and it is for this reason that a qualitative
research study was considered to be most appropriate.29 This qualitative
study spanned a sixteen month period, commencing in September of 2002.
It entailed tracking teachers as they participated in the TEMS community
of practice. Three in-depth, semi-structured interviews were conducted with
participating teachers; one at the commencement of the programme, one
24 PW Wesley & V Buysse, “Communities of practice…” Topics in early childhood special education, 21(2), 2001,
pp. 114–23.
25 RT Putman & H Borko, “What do new views about knowledge and thinking…”, Educational Researcher, 29(1),
2000, pp. 4-15.
26 S Long, “Separating rhetoric from reality: supporting teachers in negotiating beyond the status quo”, Journal of
Teacher Education, 55(2), 2004, pp. 141-153.
27 RT Putman & H Borko, “What do new views about knowledge and thinking…”, Educational Researcher, 29(1),
2000, pp. 4-15.
28 P Woods, Researching the art of teaching: ethnography for educational use (London, Routledge, 1996).
29 G Walford, Doing qualitative educational research: a personal guide to the research process (London, Continuum,
2001); G Anderson, Fundamentals of educational research (London, Falmer Press, 1999).
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approximately halfway through the programme and a final interview. Two
lesson observations were conducted, with the first one taking place early in
the programme and the second nine months into the programme. Detailed
field notes of each participating school were recorded in order to develop
a thick description of the context within which participating teachers were
working. Detailed observation notes of teachers’ participation in the monthly
teacher development workshops were recorded. As the project progressed
relationships of trust began to develop between the teachers and me. I was
then able to negotiate for both lesson and workshop observations to be video
recorded. Large quantities of rich, textured data were gathered over the sixteen
month period. An inductive process of open coding was used to analyse the
data.30

Applying Wenger’s theory of learning in a community of practice

According to Wenger’s framework, an individual’s learning in a community of
practice can be analysed in terms of four components that make up the concept
of learning in a community of practice; namely, meaning, practice, identity
and community. The focus of Wenger’s theory of learning is on ‘learning as
participation’, that is, being active participants in the “practices” of social
30

E Henning, Finding your way in qualitative research (Pretoria, Van Schaik, 2005).
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communities and constructing “identities” in relation to these communities.
He posits the following elements of a social theory of learning:
•
•
•

•

Meaning: a way of talking about our (changing) ability – individually and
collectively – to experience our life and the world as meaningful.
Practice: a way of talking about the shared historical and social resources,
frameworks, and perspectives that can sustain mutual engagement in action.
Community: a way of talking about social configurations in which our
enterprises are defined as worth pursuing and our participation is recognizable
as competence.
Identity: a way of talking about how learning changes who we are and creates
personal histories of becoming in the context of our communities.

These elements are deeply interconnected and mutually defining. The concept
“community of practice” is a constitutive element of a broader conceptual
framework, whose “analytical power” resides in its ability to integrate the
components of the model.31

The elements of Wenger’s Social Theory of learning
The focus on participation implies that for individuals, learning is an issue of
engaging in and contributing to the practices of their communities.
The data analysis reveals that teacher learning had occurred for all participants,
but to differing degrees and along different trajectories. The following table
presents an aggregate picture of teachers’ changing understandings of the new
learning area they were engaging in, their evolving practices and their evolving
identities. While learning had occurred for all teachers, the extent of teachers’
changing understandings of the learning area varied.

31

E Wenger, Communities of practice: learning, meaning and identity (New York, Cambridge University Press,
1998).
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Table 1: A composite table of teachers’ learning in terms of meaning,
practice and identity

Wenger suggests key indicators to analyse the emergence of a community.
From the table below, we see that a community of practice had certainly
begun to take root in the TEMS programme.
Table 2: Criteria for the emergence of a community of practice
(P = Substantially Present; D = Developing; A = Absent)
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Although Wenger’s framework provided a useful tool for an analysis of
learning as constituting these four components, these components and the
changes that had taken place within them were inextricably linked to one
another. An intricate relationship between the components existed. Although
each component of learning had been analysed separately, they were in fact
interconnected in a complex way. In terms of Wenger’s first component,
‘meaning’ namely, ‘learning as experience’, the study has elucidated the
changing understandings and meanings (changing ability) of the TEMS
participants with regard to the new learning area and the teaching thereof
as a result of participation in the TEMS community of practice. Teacher
learning had in fact taken place. Teachers had begun to experience the new
curriculum as meaningful. While some degree of uncertainty still existed,
these uncertainties were not as pronounced as at the commencement of the
programme. With regard to teachers’ understandings of the content of the
learning area, it was evident that teachers had experienced definite shifts in
their content knowledge and pedagogic content knowledge base.
With regard to ‘practice’ namely, ‘learning as doing’, the study illuminated
teachers’ changing practices in relation to their teaching. All participating
teachers had experienced changes in their practice which they attributed
to their participation in the TEMS project. Changing ‘identity’ namely,
‘learning as becoming’ was signalled by the fact that teachers experienced
their learning in terms of changed perspectives about who they were and
what they were becoming. Teachers identified themselves as Economic and
Management Sciences (EMS) teachers and envisaged a future for themselves
as EMS teachers at their respective schools. The study also shows that their
increased involvement in EMS activities at their schools had strengthened
their positions in these schools and that they were perceived as ‘valuable’ to
their schools. Their participation in the TEMS programme had resulted in
their repositioning themselves within their own school communities. They
had also started receiving recognition for their participation in the TEMS
community from their school and other communities.
Finally, in terms of ‘community’ namely, ‘learning as belonging’
(participation), the study suggests that the community subscribed to the
notions of a community as outlined by Wenger32. The TEMS community
had created opportunities for different forms of participation, both core and
peripheral and had developed a wealth of communal resources from which
32 E Wenger, Communities of practice: learning, meaning and identity.
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members could draw. Healthy brokering relationships began to emerge with
other communities. Thoughtful community maintenance activities were also
a significant feature of the TEMS community.
Each of the components of learning is connected and mutually reinforcing.
Teachers’ abilities to talk about and make meaning of new knowledge
influenced their practice and shaped their identities. These changes occurred
within the context of a supportive learning community. Enhanced identities
led to increased participation in the practice of the community, which in
turn facilitated improved meaning. However, as noted above, outcomes for
different participants were not uniform. They were, in fact, uneven.
This unevenness is attributable to several factors. Individual teachers differed
according to previous experience, qualifications, biographies, career trajectories,
cultures, present practice and expectations of the future. These differences
influenced the extent of their learning along the learning continuum for each
of the four learning components. The TEMS programme was an informal
teacher development programme that invited different levels of participation
(core membership, active membership, while also accommodating ‘lurkers’,
and ‘peripherals’) and therefore had a unique appeal in that participation in
the TEMS learning community was voluntary, allowing teachers to participate
at will. Such voluntary participation was always likely to produce uneven
outcomes as a result of uneven participation. Peripheral participation is a
phenomenon where members rarely participate, but prefer to observe the
interactions of the core and active members from the sidelines:
In a traditional meeting or team we would discourage such half-hearted
involvement, but these peripheral activities are an essential dimension of
communities of practice…people on the sidelines often are not as passive as
they seem.

In interactions with such members before and after TEMS workshop
sessions, they often described the insights that they had gained from attending
TEMS workshops and their attempts at applying this new knowledge to their
classrooms, “rather than force participation, successful communities ‘build
benches’ for those on the sidelines”.33 A community of practice allows for free
movement of members between the core and the periphery.

33 E Wenger, R McDermott & WM Snyder, Cultivating communities of practice: a guide to managing knowledge
(Boston, Harvard Business School Press, 2002).
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Some implications for the development of a history community of
practice
Financial and human resource constraints facing provincial education
departments necessitate a creative approach to continuing professional
development of history teachers, one that embraces existing financial and
human resources in local communities. The present study and the Graven34
study with mathematics teachers suggest that formations such as teacher
communities of practice, that have as their basis the principles of social
practice theory, offer much potential for continuing professional development
of history teachers in South Africa.
Policy at present exists at a symbolic level.35 Stimulating the formation
of a history community of practice is an important initiative, as it creates a
space where teachers from across schools can come together to collaborate
on educational issues that are relevant to them. Given the complex world
of history teaching where problems are unpredictable, solutions are unclear
and the demands and expectations of teachers are intensifying, collaboration
amongst teachers in learning communities is beginning to emerge as a strategic
response to overcome these challenges.36 Teacher learning communities allow
teachers to come together and learn from one another and to engage with
curricular issues. It is the response to an important issue and that is that
responsibility for continuing professional development simply cannot be left
to ‘others’ (namely bureaucrats in the Department of Education).
Grounding continuing the professional development of teachers on the
principles of social practice theory necessitates a “paradigmatic” shift in the
way in which we conceive of CPD. It implies a radical reconceptualisation of
CPD, one that would mark a departure from the traditional “training model”.
The ‘training model’ for CPD advances a “skills-based, technocratic view of
teaching… (i)t is generally ‘delivered’ to the teacher by an ‘expert’, with the
agenda determined by the deliverer, and the participant placed in a passive
role”.37 The weakness of this model is that it creates an artificial separation
34 M Graven, “An investigation of mathematics teachers learning in relation to preparation or curriculum change”
(D.Ed. thesis, Johannesburg, University of the Witwatersrand, 2002).
35 P Christie, K Harley & A Penny, “Case studies from Sub-Saharan Africa”, C Day & J Sachs, International
handbook on continuing professional development of teachers, pp. 167-190.
36 A Hargreaves, “Beyond collaboration: critical development in the postmodern age”, J Smyth, Critical discourses
on teacher development (London, Cassell, 1995), pp.149-179.
45 A Kennedy, “Models of continuing professional development: a framework for analysis”, Journal of In-Service
Education, 31(2), 2005, pp. 235-250.

66

Building communities of practice

from the classroom context, as much of the ‘training’ takes place off-site. How
new knowledge is used in practice is an issue that this model does not address.
CPD in history that is context specific and responsive to the needs of history
teachers is likely to be more effective when approached from a social practice
theory perspective.
Christie et al38 identified two typologies of CPD that occurs in southern
Africa. Firstly, one in which the teacher is viewed as a technician, with CPD
directed at institutions and systems and based on the assumption of teacher
deficit. This notion is supported by Sayed39 who notes that the weakness in
many continuing professional development programmes is that they position
teachers as clients that need ‘fixing’. The second more progressive notion is
framed along the lines of the teacher as a reflective practitioner, where CPD is
aimed at the personal domain and based on the principle of teacher growth.
CPD in Africa subscribes to the former typology, which starts from the premise
of teacher defect.40 Because CPD is often viewed as a means of implementing
reform or policy changes, this can disguise issues relating to the underlying
purposes of the activity. If CPD is conceived of as serving the purpose of
preparing teachers to implement reforms then it is likely to align itself with
the training and deficit models (transmission view of CPD). A community
of practice model for teachers of history based on the principles of social
practice theory, while it could also serve the above function, is however more
likely to create opportunities that support teachers in contributing to shaping
education policy and practice.41
Collaborative initiatives that manifest themselves in teacher learning
communities allow teachers to participate more in decisions that affect them.
It also allows teachers to share pressures and burdens that result from policy
changes. While collaboration may at first glance suggest an increase in the
quantity of teachers’ tasks, it is likely to make teachers feel less overloaded if
their tasks are viewed as being more “… meaningful and invigorating and the
teachers have high collective control and ownership of it”. CPD based on the
principles of social practice theory minimises uncertainties faced by teachers
38 P Christie, K Harley & A Penny A, “Case studies from Sub-Saharan Africa”, C Day & J Sachs, International
handbook on continuing professional development of teachers, pp. 167-190.
39 Y Sayed, “The case of teacher education in post apartheid South Africa: politics and priorities”, L Chisholm,
Changing class: educational and social change in post apartheid South Africa, pp. 247-266.
40 P Christie, K Harley & A Penny A, “Case studies from Sub-Saharan Africa”, C Day & J Sachs, International
handbook on continuing professional development of teachers, pp. 167-190.
41 A Kennedy, “Models of Continuing professional development…”, Journal of in-service education, 31(2), 2005,
pp. 235-250.
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and is likely to create what Hargreaves42 refers to as situated certainties and
collective professional confidence among particular communities of history
teachers.
The potential for knowledge production in communities of practice is
enormous. Communities of practice offer an inclusive approach to knowledge
production that respects the contributions and roles of every member of the
teacher education community. Social practice theory as it plays itself out
in teacher learning communities is a fertile medium for deliberating and
contesting the type of knowledge that should be valued in CPD initiatives.
This is particularly applicable to new history knowledges that teachers of
history have to engage with. While most CPD initiatives have as their aim
the need to enhance or introduce new knowledge and skills, this is indeed
a contentious issue as one needs to take into consideration both the type
of knowledge, the context in which it is acquired and the how this new
knowledge is to be applied.
On this issue, Day argues that knowledge created in the context of application
is more useful than prepositional knowledge that is produced outside the
context of use. Knowledge that is created in the context of application is
more likely to be the result of the efforts of a heterogeneous set of teachers
collaborating on a problem specific to a context. Such knowledge is the
product of negotiation and is likely to reflect the interests of all participants.
Furthermore, such knowledge is more likely to minimise the problems
associated with transfer, relevance and adoption. This perspective allows
for the development of context specific knowledge (local city or province).
Day notes that such an approach acknowledges that knowledge production
extends beyond the traditional understandings thereof to a process in which
all participants can be contributors to new knowledge generation43. Learning
communities have much potential for creating opportunities for this to happen.
Social practice theory as envisaged in teacher learning communities presents a
dynamic forum in which the issues raised above can be deliberated.
CPD for teachers of history based on social practice theory offers hope for
addressing another complex phenomenon facing South African education,
namely teacher authoritarianism. Christie et al44 warn that authoritarianism
42 A Hargreaves, “Beyond collaboration: critical development in the postmodern age”, J Smyth, Critical discourses
on teacher development (London, Cassell, 1995), pp.149-179.
43 C Day, Developing teachers: the challenges of lifelong learning, (London, Falmer Press, 1999).
44 P Christie, K Harley & A Penny, “Case studies from Sub-Saharan Africa”, C Day & J Sachs, International
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is a phenomenon that is firmly entrenched in the psyche of many teachers in
South African schools and serves as a serious impediment to moving teachers
from the role of technician to that of reflective practitioner. Learner-centred
pedagogies as advocated by the new history curriculum are frequently in
conflict with teachers’ lived experiences and previously established realities and
expectations of the teaching task. CPD initiatives that have as their objective
the development of reflective practitioners place participating teachers
in potentially conflictual roles. Teachers’ traditional values and historical
experience are compelling factors that determine the extent to which teachers
may assume or attempt roles as reflective practitioners.45 Teacher learning
communities however, can provide a safe environment in which such tensions
can be played out, examined and discussed, as was revealed in the learning
community in the present study.

An emerging history community of practice
The Greater Edendale Development Initiative (GEDI) is a development
project that is in progress in Edendale, an African township in Pietermaritzburg,
KwaZulu-Natal. Closely aligned to the socio-economic advancement goals
of the GEDI is the need to establish a process whereby members of the
community can begin to reconstruct the history of the area. One of the
primary means mooted for reconstructing this history is through the method
of oral history. It is envisaged that history teachers in the Edendale district
would integrate this agenda into the school social history curriculum.
Although oral history is a core element of the new FET history curriculum,
as a concept, methodology and pedagogy, oral history remains a relatively
unfamiliar phenomenon to many teachers of history. In an attempt to
address this issue, the History Education department of the School of Social
Sciences Education of the University of KwaZulu-Natal together with history
curriculum specialists from the Department of Education has started a
process of creating conditions that would stimulate discussion on this and
other history education related matters. The intention is to create the kinds
of conditions that would enhance the participation of teachers of history in
a networked community, in with the hope that it will develop into a fully
45

handbook on continuing professional development of teachers, pp. 167-190.
P Christie, K Harley & A Penny A, “Case studies from Sub-Saharan Africa”, C Day & J Sachs, International
handbook on continuing professional development of teachers, pp. 167-190.
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functional history teacher community of practice. Meetings have been held
with the existing network of history teachers in the Edendale district and
a core group of individuals that include potential lead teachers has been
established.
Wenger et al46 describe the characteristics of a community of practice in its
‘potential’ stage in terms of an “extant social network” that is drawn together
by a “common topic”. Prior to the commencement of the GEDI project,
this formation of teachers was an ‘extant social network’ that had organised
themselves around the need to share ideas on history teaching. As the idea of
forming a community is introduced into a loose network:
…people start to see their own issues and interests as communal fodder and
their relationships in the new light of a potential community.47

Finding enough “common ground” is the key issue at the beginning of a
community, as what energises a potential community is the revelation that
other people face similar difficulties. It is clear that this history community
of practice is at its infancy stage. At initial meetings the core group has taken
on the responsibility of driving the community and developing a programme
that is responsive to the needs of history teachers in that network. History
teachers must be able to see value in participating in the activities of the
community. Core members appear to have to found “triggers to catalyze” the
germination of the community. Oral history teaching and learning appears to
be the enterprise that will set this community on its course of development.

Conclusion
This paper drew on the findings of the TEMS teacher development project
in its attempts to offer insights for the creation of communities of practice for
teachers of history. It argues for history teacher communities of practice that
are designed to enhance participation by teachers. It explored the usefulness of
social practice theory in explaining the nature of teacher learning in relation
to their participation in a community of practice. The paper has reflected
on the potential that a community of practice framework has for teacher
learning in a South African education context characterised by the marked
46 E Wenger, R McDermott & WM Snyder, Cultivating communities of practice: a guide to managing knowledge.
47 E Wenger, R McDermott & WM Snyder, Cultivating communities of practice: a guide to managing knowledge
(Boston, Harvard Business School Press, 2002).
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absence of formal or ‘official’ teacher development programmes in areas of
need. It becomes apparent that social practice theory as envisaged in the
functioning of teacher learning communities can provide a vehicle for the
kind of development that is so needed in South Africa. It holds tremendous
potential for the continuing professional development of teachers of history.
Well-co-coordinated teacher learning communities can harness the skills
and expertise of history teachers, history teacher educators and Department
of Education curriculum specialists towards developing and sustaining the
continuing professional development (CPD) of teachers.
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Living in karst environments

Challenges associated with living in karst environments,
such as the historical Cradle of Humankind
J Francois Durand
Department of Zoology
University of Johannesburg

Samevatting
Die unieke geologiese aard van die Wieg-van-die-Mens-Wêrelderfenisgebied
(Cradle of Humankind) noord van Krugersdorp, bied sekere uitdagings vir
die mense wat daar woon en werk. Hierdie gebied vorm deel van ‘n reuse
dolomitiese afsetting wat deur verwering, hoofsaaklik deur die werking van
water, in ‘n tipiese karstlandskap verander is gekenmerk deur grotte, sinkgate,
ondergrondse mere en akwifere. Karstsisteme bied skuiling aan ‘n verskeidenheid
organismes soos grotwonende vlêrmuise en grondwaterwonende amfipode. ‘n
Baie spesifieke ekotoon tussen die suidelike grasveld en noordelike bosveld wat
deur ‘n unieke versameling silwerblaar plante gekenmerk word kom in hierdie
gebied voor. Benewens hierdie belangrike biologiese aspekte, is hierdie gebied
wêreldbekend vir sy ongeëwenaarde fossielrykdom. Die onoordeelkundige
gebruik van hulpbronne binne hierdie gebied kan onherstelbare skade aan
hierdie unieke erfenis berokken. Besoedeling van die grondwater wat die enigste
drinkwater in die gebied is, kan ernstige gesondheidgevare vir die inwoners
van hierdie gebied inhou. ‘n Opvoedkundige program oor die bewaring
van die karstsisteem, gemik op volwassenes sowel as kinders, geletterdes en
ongeletterdes wat in hierdie gebied woon en werk kan tot die volhoubare
benutting en bewoning van hierdie gebied lei. ‘n Kundige bevolking sal ook
bewus wees van negatiewe antropogeniese impakte wat die karstsisteem vanuit
die aangrensende gebiede mag bedreig, en kan met die hulp van die owerhede
teen diesulke oortreders optree.

Introduction
One of the largest and oldest karst systems in the world, dominated by 2.2
billion year old dolomite deposits, covers a vast area that from the North West
Province, through Gauteng into Mpumalanga and the Limpopo Province.
The urban centres in Gauteng and the North West Province are situated
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near or on the karst system due to its proximity to the Witwatersrand gold
deposits. The demographic development associated with the Witwatersrand
gold deposits resulted in it becoming the most densely populated region
in South Africa. The resulting human activities such as mining, farming,
industrial development and urbanisation have a negative impact on the
groundwater, rivers and ecosystems associated with the karst system in the
Cradle of Humankind to the north of Krugersdorp.1
Karst environments are dominated by carbonate rocks such as limestone,
dolomite and gypsum. Karst landscapes are characterised by undulating
landforms which are produced mainly by the dissolving of the underlying rock
by water instead of the usual physical erosive action of water. Karstification
occurs when carbonate rocks, which are easily dissolved with weak acids which
naturally occur in nature, produce solution cavities, caves and sinkholes.
Karst environments are complex and dynamic systems which, in conjunction
with the hydrosphere, form an interface or ecotone between surface and
groundwater.
The solubility and permeability of karst make it very susceptible to pollution
and degradation. These threats do not only pose a danger for humans
depending on the water for consumption and irrigation but also for the
associated ecosystems in the region. The caves, aquifers and groundwater
in the karst provide natural shelters for many species, some of which are
extremely vulnerable to disturbance.
The karst environment in Gauteng, North-West and Limpopo Provinces also
house some of the most extensive Plio-Pleistocene fossil deposits in the world,
resulting in it being declared the Cradle of Humankind World Heritage Site.
Degradation of the karst system will impact negatively on these scientifically
important sites which have become the hub of tourism activities in these
provinces.
Unfortunately many people living in the karst environment are under the
impression that there is an unlimited supply of fresh water in the dolomites.
1

For information that reflects an in depth historical view on these areas see, amongst others, ES van Eeden,
“Ekonomiese ontwikkeling en die invloed daarvan op Carletonville, 1948-1988: ‘n Historiese studie”, (PU
vir CHO, PhD-proefskrif, 1992); H Hamann, A town like no other. Randfontein, more than 75 years of history
(Com Printers, Randfontein, 2004); Municipality of Randfontein, Randfontein, 1929-1950, the spirit of progress
(na, Randfontein, ca 1951); J du Plooy, “Die sosio-kulturele ontwikkeling van Krugersdorp onder munisipale
bestuur tot 1993” (PU vir CHO, PhD-proefskrif, 1998); W de Klerk (Red.), Krugersdorp 100 jaar (Krugersdorp,
Krugersdorp Stadsraad, 1987); A Nieuwoudt, “Die beplanning van die ontwikkelende verspreide stad in die
gebied Carletonville, Fochville en Westonaria, 1942-1985” (PU vir CHO, PhD-proefskrif, 1986).
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This resource is used for domestic use in most rural households, to water
livestock and to irrigate crops. Another common misconception exists
that faeces will be broken down by bacteria in the soil and filtered out by
the substrate before it reaches the same ground water used for drinking
purposes.
Other anthropogenic activities that have a negative impact on karst ecology
include the tendency of residents to use caves and sinkholes as rubbish dumps.
The removal of indigenous flora, the failure to eradicate alien invaders, the
cultivation of exotics plants and the use of insecticides on their crops and
flowers have a detrimental effect on the ecology of the area.
In the mission statement of the Cave and Karst Task Force of the IUCN2
it is suggested that an environmental education program could be employed
in order to promote a better understanding of karst systems. This should
be done in order to change peoples’ perceptions and attitude towards karst
environments. This awareness would empower people to participate in a
meaningful way in the conservation of the karst system.
Several acts could be employed with great efficacy to conserve karst systems,
this includes the Environment Conservation Act, 1989 (Act 73 of 1989),
the National Environment Management: Biodiversity Act (Act 107 of 1998),
National Water Act (1998), the Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development
Act (2002), the National Environment Management: Protected Areas Act
(Act 57 of 2003) and the Biodiversity Act (2004). These acts provide a legal
framework in which conservation of the karst system could be enforced.
Laws need only to be enforced when education failed however. The
enforcement of laws and punitive measures taken against culprits usually
happen only after the damage has already been done. The conservation of karst
and karst ecology will be far more effective if the public sector is more aware
and knowledgeable about these matters. In the long term it will be far less
expensive and more sustainable if the public sector participates spontaneously
and voluntarily in karst and karst ecology conservation, rather than to leave it
to the understaffed and budget-deficient government departments alone. It is
imperative that the conservation and sanitation awareness of the inhabitants
of the karst environment be increased. It is also important that the inhabitants
2

International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources, “Conserving Biodiversity – Cave and
Karst Task Force”, 2006 (available at http://www.Karst education\IUCN - World Commission on Protected
Areas.htm as accessed in April 2006.
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of the karst environment be involved in decision making and management
of the area.
Impacts of various role players on the karst system
Pollution from mines, industries, certain agricultural activities, and municipal
and household waste have a negative impact on karst, karst ecology and water
quality. Mismanagement of water resources, poor agricultural practices,
mining activities and urbanisation, lead to the degradation of the karst system
and resulting habitat loss.
It is necessary, in order to effectively address the degradation of the karst
system, to identify the different impacts that various role players have on
it. Industrial waste and mining effluent which in most cases emanates
from outside the karst system but which has a negative effect on it, need a
different approach than municipal, household and agricultural issues within
the karst environment. Following this approach, it is possible to distinguish
between the threats that come from inside and immediately adjacent to karst
environments and those within the larger geographical area in which the karst
system is situated, especially the catchment feeding into the surface water and
groundwater associated with the karst system.
Negative anthropogenic impacts on the karst system and karst ecology
inside karst environments
Urbanisation, household waste management, limestone mining and
agricultural activities are the cause of most of the negative impacts on karst
systems within the karst environment. Most of these impacts lead to habitat
loss on the surface, within the cave environment and the groundwater. The
local municipalities, developers, farmers and other entrepreneurs active within
the environment would benefit from environmental educational programmes
addressing these issues.
Limestone and dolomite mining issues

Limestone and dolomite are used in the cement industry, to neutralise acid
soil in agriculture and horticulture and as a flux in the metal industry. Burnt
lime is used in the sugar industry, the extraction of gold and uranium and in
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water purification3.
Limestone mining started in Gauteng, North-West and Limpopo Provinces
more than a century ago when there was a demand for lime which was used
in the gold extraction process and in the blooming building industry of the
Witwatersrand. Limestone and dolomite mining involve the large scale
destruction of vast areas of karst deposits. The drainage of the surface, aquifers
and ground water was altered due to limestone mining and many cave habitats
were destroyed in the process. Mining also altered the structural condition of
the karst in many areas the damage to the karst system can be seen in many
places including the fossiliferous areas such as Sterkfontein, Wonder Cave,
Haasgat, Bolt’s Farm and Gladysvale in the Cradle of Humankind World
Heritage Site (COHWHS), in Makopane’s Valley and at Taung. Little has
been done to rehabilitate these hundreds of abandoned mines in the karst
environment4. There are currently several companies that mine dolomite in
the karst environment for the cement industry.
One of the positive results of limestone mining was that fossil deposits were
exposed. The scientific community was alerted to the presence of fossils at
Taung in North-West Province, Makopane’s Valley in Limpopo Province and
at Sterkfontein in Gauteng by the mining community.
Urban issues

Local government, developers, landowners and residents in karst
environments will benefit from educational programmes which deal with
construction, sanitation and the use of water in dolomitic areas, since many
misconceptions exist regarding karst systems, groundwater and ecology.
The COHWHS, which falls within the karst system of Gauteng and NorthWest, houses approximately 700 farms or smallholdings, some with several
residences, none of which receives municipal water or is connected to a
municipal sewage system. All the households in the COHWHS are therefore
dependent on groundwater for drinking, sanitation, irrigation and watering
their livestock. The majority of these households also have French drains
3
4

JEJ Martini and MGC Wilson, “Limestone and Dolomite”, MGC Wilson and Anhaeusser (Eds.), Mineral
Resources of South Africa, (Council for Geoscience of South Africa, 1998); Handbook 16, p. 740.
West Rand District Municipality, Cradle of Humankind World Heritage Site state of the environment report,
Compiled by Strategic Environmental Focus and Bohlweki Environmental, 2005.
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for the homestead and pit latrines for the farm labourers, often only tens of
meters away from the borehole. All these households have rubbish dumps
on their properties in the absence of municipal waste removal services in this
region.
A conventional gravitational sewage system would be impractical in the
COHWHS due to its karstic nature. The effectiveness of such a system would
depend on a series of pump stations in the undulating landscape, which
would make it prohibitively expensive. Backflow and clogging will occur
with resulting disastrous impacts upon the surface water and groundwater
during power failures which have become more prevalent in recent times. This
unfortunate reality has lead to the situation where the majority of households
within the karst environment have to handle their own sewage disposal.
The Department of Public Works strongly advises against the construction of
septic tanks, French drains and pit latrines close to boreholes which are used
for water abstraction in dolomitic regions.5 Pit latrines could be used in low
risk areas as long as they are constructed as far as possible from water supplies
and permanent structures; they are relocated annually and are constructed
in such a way as to exclude storm water. The Department of Public Works
also recommends the use of conservancy tanks with low flush volumes and
holding tanks with chemical digestion in conjunction with pit latrines. The
best alternative to French drains, septic tanks and pit latrines however are
package plants and vacuum tanks. Studies conducted in the COHWHS
have shown that these alternatives, which are also costly, are used by very
few businesses and households. The relocation of pit latrines rarely occur
on a regular basis and in most cases the pit latrines and French drains are in
close proximity to permanent structures and boreholes, in spite of municipal
regulations.
The quality of the groundwater is monitored by the Department of Water
Affairs and Forestry on a regular basis by means of samples taken from
boreholes within and around the dolomitic regions on the West Rand. In
the case where point source pollution can be traced to specific French drains,
septic tanks or pit latrines, the landowner will be legally compelled to solve
the situation. Unfortunately the traditional system of soak-aways which is
adequate in most rural areas does not work effectively in karst environments
5

Department of Public Works, Report PW344, “Appropriate development of infrastructure on dolomites:
Guidelines for consultants”, 2003.
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due to the permeability of dolomite. Bacteria associated with faeces such
as faecal coliforms, Salmonella and Clostridium have been found in the
groundwater exposed in Sterkfontein Caves and Koelenhof Cave in the
COHWS in 2005.6
Most rural households in the karst environment have at least one rubbish
dump on the property where rubbish is customarily burned. Household waste,
carcasses, empty agrochemical containers are disposed of in this way. Many
cases have been observed where residents have turned caves and sinkholes into
rubbish dumps. Both these legal and illegal actions have serious implications
for the conservation of karst, karst ecosystems and water quality.
The West Rand is experiencing rapid urbanisation which, together with
mining poses the biggest immediate threats to karst ecology in the karst
environment. Agricultural land in karst environments is being subdivided
and developed for residential settlements including high-density housing.
There is also an increase of informal settlements in the area. The increase
of residents in the area place enormous strain on the existing infrastructure
including waste disposal, water supply and effluent management.
Urbanisation is also accompanied by the destruction of the natural fauna
and flora of the area with the resultant habitat loss. The fragmentation and
degradation of habitats due to urbanisation threaten the indigenous animal
populations. Urbanisation goes hand in hand with the reduction in the
number and diversity of insects that can be utilised by bats7. Urbanisation is
also accompanied by the introduction of decorative alien species and the use
of fertilisers and pesticides to ensure their growth. The removal of indigenous
organisms, the introduction of aliens and the use of agrochemicals contribute
to the wholesale destruction of the natural ecology of that area.
Urbanisation is also characterised by the alteration of the natural run-off due
to the canalising of streams, drying of wetlands, paving and road construction.
The compaction of the soil and paving causes impermeability of the surface
which in turn causes localised desertification and flooding. These alterations
have a detrimental effect on the natural recharging of the groundwater
6

7

S van Tonder; JF Durand and S Taylor, “Aspects of the general histology of the gastrointestinal tract, and the
use of microbiology and molecular techniques in determining the GIT contents of cave dwelling amphipods”
(Proceedings, 15th Entomological Congress of the Entomological Society of Southern Africa, Rhodes University,
Grahamstown, 2005), pp. 88-89.
JF Geggie and MB Fenton, “A comparison of foraging by Eptesticus fuscus (Chiroptera: Vespertilionidae) in
urban and rural environments”, Canadian Journal of Zoology, 63, 1985, pp. 263-266.
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and surface hydrology with the resultant negative impact on the associated
ecosystems and water quality. In karst systems this alteration in run-off often
results in sinkholes forming in places where there is an unnatural abundance
of water.
Previous studies have shown that urbanisation has a negative effect on
groundwater and cave environments.8 In the well known case of the
Blesbokspruit on the East Rand the water quality was seriously impacted
upon by industrial waste, mine effluent and sewage effluent. The resulting
eutrophic water had high concentrations of sulphate, phosphate, nitrite/
nitrate, ammonia and heavy metals.9 Daily thousands of cubic metres of
treated sewage and industrial effluent are released from the Percy Steward
municipal sewage works near Krugersdorp into the Blougatspruit, a tributary
of the Blaauwbankspruit.10 Similarly landfills threaten the water quality and
ecology in karst environments. Studies have shown that a plume of pollutants
emanates from landfills into the groundwater11. The increase of sewage
and waste production which accompanies urbanisation would only further
contribute to the degradation of the local karst system.
Farming issues

Farming activities on the West Rand include agriculture, horticulture and
animal husbandry. Agrochemicals such as pesticides and fertiliser are used as
a rule on the West Rand. The leaching of agrochemicals into the soil, surface
streams and groundwater has a major negative impact on the ecology and
invariably leads to habitat loss and the death of organisms.
The topography of the West Rand makes it more suitable for grain crops,
whereas the rocky surfaces and thin soil covering found in the Tarlton and
COHWHS areas are better suited for horticulture and orchards. Animal
8

TE Pride, MJ Harvey, AE Ogden and WP Smith, “Water quality and benthic community structure of
caves receiving urban runoff”, NSS Bulletin, 53, 1988, p. 15; JR Reddell and WR Elliott, “The impact of
urbanization on endemic cave fauna in Travis and Williamson counties, Texas” (National Speleological Society,
NSS Convention, 1994 , Abstracts), p. 49.
9 C Haskins, “Blesbokspruit, South Africa, Information sheet for the site designated to the List of Wetlands
of International Importance in terms of the Convention on Wetlands of International Importance especially
as Waterfowl Habitat, South African Wetlands Conservation Programme, Gauteng Nature Conservation”
(available at http://www.ext.grida.no/soesa/nsoer/resource/wetland/blesbokspruit_ris.htm as accessed in April
2006).
10 M Fourie, “A rising acid tide”, Johannesburg Mail & Guardian, 12 April 2005.
11 JA Cherry, “Migration of contaminants in groundwater at a landfill: A case study”, Journal for Hydrology, 13(1,
2), 1993, pp. 1-198.
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husbandry in the karst environment in Gauteng differs generally from that in
North-West. In North-West free ranging cattle grazing in natural veld are a
common sight, whereas piggeries, chicken batteries and feedlots are the norm
in Gauteng. Feed is imported to sustain these animals in Gauteng because
of the scarcity of veld, and water is freely available via the surface streams and
boreholes. The result is that far more effluent is produced per surface area
on a feedlot than on a conventional farm with free ranging cattle. The same
situation applies to other high-density animal husbandry enterprises such
as piggeries, chicken batteries and trout farms where the effluent is flushed
directly into the rivers in the COHWHS.12
The Mogale City municipal regulations stipulate that smallholdings may not
be subdivided into portions smaller than two hectares and that there may not
be more that two households per smallholding. This regulation is inter alia
to minimise the impact of sewage on the karst system. Any of these highdensity animal production enterprises produce orders of times more sewage
than an average household on the same area would. If the subdivision under
two hectares in the COHWHS is not allowed by the municipality inter alia
because of the negative impact of the sewage on the environment and the
contamination of the ground water, animal husbandry should also be curbed
in the region for the same reason.
The use of pesticides is a very dangerous activity in and around the karst
environments. Pesticides and fertiliser are commonly used to increase
production on farms but in the karst environment these substances enter the
groundwater much faster than in other regions. This has serious consequences
for human and animal health because the chemically active insecticides could
enter the groundwater before enough time has elapsed for it to break down
in less dangerous components. Pesticides and other agrochemicals enter
the groundwater through surface runoff and infiltration when it rains and
accidental spillage.13
The use of insecticides in the karst environment is in direct conflict with
the conservation of karst ecosystems. Both bat and aquatic invertebrate
populations are threatened by the use of insecticides in the karst environment
12 S van Staden, “A case study on the use of habitat assessments and biological indices for the management of
recreational stream fisheries” (MSc Dissertation, RAU, Johannesburg, 2003).
13 JE Conrad, C Colvin, O Sililo, A Görgens, J Weaver & C Reinhardt, “Assessment of the impact of agricultural
practices on the quality of groundwater resources in South Africa”, Water Research Commission Report No.
64/1/99 (WRC, Pretoria, 1999).
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and adjacent areas. Organic farming provides sustainable alternatives to
commercial insecticides and fertilisers. The largest tomato producer in the
world, ZZ2 near Mooketsi in the Limpopo Province, has proved that it is
possible to farm successfully both from an economic and ecological perspective
by returning to organic farming methods. These methods prevent salinisation
caused by the overuse of artificial fertilisers and the decimation of the ecology
caused by the use of pesticides. In addition organic farming has much fewer
side effects compared to conventional farming methods.14
The over-abstraction of groundwater for irrigation has a detrimental effect
on the structure of the dolomite as well as the ecological habitats associated
with the groundwater and surface area. The situation has deteriorated to such
a degree in the Magaliesburg District that the Magalies River has stopped
flowing and the adjacent riparian zones have dried out. The big farmers in
the district abstract all the available water by means of larger pumps and
deeper boreholes. The boreholes of the small farmers in the area can not reach
down to the lowered water table and water has to be brought in from outside
the region for household drinking purposes. The small farmers in the area
can not farm anymore because they cannot irrigate their crops or water their
animals. Similarly Malone’s Eye in the Tarlton area has dried up in 2005 for
the first time in recorded history, coinciding with record levels of abstraction of
groundwater in that area. Dolines and sinkholes form frequently when overabstraction of groundwater occurs and the roofs above solution cavities cave
in.15 The lowering of the water table would cause the aridification of caves,
which in turn would make the cave unusable to humidity-dependent bats and
aquatic organisms such as amphipods, flatworms and micro-organisms.16
The clearance of the natural vegetation for farming has a similar negative effect
on the ecology as urbanisation. The replacement of the natural vegetation
with alien vegetation, ploughing and the compaction of surfaces contribute
to changes in permeability, run-off patterns and ultimately the recharge of
the groundwater. The karst environment in North-West and Gauteng is
characterised by a variety of habitats, including streams, vleis, grassland and
hills, which support a distinct floral ecotone between the northern Bushveld
14 T van Zyl, Director ZZ2, Mooketsi, 2007. Personal communication.
15 RJ Kleywegt and DR Pike, “Surface subsidence and sinkholes caused by lowering of the dolomitic water-table
on the Far West Rand Gold Field of South Africa”, Annals of the Geological Survey of South Africa, 16, 1992.
16 JF Durand, “The threats to karst ecology in the Cradle of Humankind World Heritage Site. Flows from the
past: a trans-disciplinary conference on the history of water in Africa”, (Proceedings, Zoology Conference,
University of North-West, Vanderbijlpark Campus, 8-10 December 2004), p.10.
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and southern Grassland Biomes17. The removal of the natural vegetation,
which contains several endemic species, causes irreparable damage to this
unique ecotone and habitat loss. This in turn has a detrimental impact on
a variety of vulnerable animal species, especially those that live in cave and
aquatic systems.18 Introduced invaders compete with indigenous vegetation
and in many instances use more water than the indigenous plants.
The grassland in the karst environment has adapted over millions of
years to naturally occurring veld fires which have subsequently played an
important role in maintaining this vegetation type. Urbanisation and the
type of farming that occurs in Gauteng and parts of North-West excludes
conservation of this ecotone by means of burning. In the absence of natural
veld fires, bush encroachment takes place as the succession from grassland
to savannah takes place in the areas which have not been cleared for urban
development or farming.19 The change in vegetation has a profound effect on
the species composition of the area, drainage patterns and the recharge rate
of the groundwater.

Negative anthropogenic impacts on the karst system and karst ecology
from outside the karst environment
Pollution, habitat loss and the mismanagement of the catchment feeding
the surface streams and groundwater of the karst environment threaten the
integrity of the karst system, karst ecology and aquatic systems. The pollution
emanating from the gold and uranium mines in Gauteng and North West
Province overshadows all the other threats due to the magnitude and the
duration of this threat. Not only does it have a negative impact on the water
quality of the whole catchment, but also the quality of the sediment and
soil and all the associated ecosystems on and below the surface. Pollution
from industries and landfills outside the karst environment enters rivers,
groundwater and wetlands which drain into the karst environment.20
17 A Krige, “Floristic study of the Silver Vegetation of Kalkheuvel West in the Cradle of Humankind World
Heritage Site, North West Province, South Africa”, Botany Honours Research Report, University of Pretoria,
2004.
18 S van Staden, “A case study on the use of habitat assessments and biological indices…”.
19 GJ Bredenkamp; F. Spada and E Kazmierczak, “On the origin of northern and southern hemisphere grasslands”,
Plant Ecology 163, 2002, pp. 209-229.
20 JF Durand, “The threats to karst ecology in the Cradle of Humankind World Heritage Site...” (Proceedings,
Zoology Conference, 2004), p.10.
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The gold and uranium mines of the Witwatersrand Group are situated in
the quartzites underlying the dolomites of the Malmani Subgroup. These
mines have to be dewatered in order to allow mining to take place.21 In the
1960’s sinkholes started to form over a large area in the Carltonville District
in North-West Province due to the massive abstraction of groundwater from
these mines.22 The water has been, and still is in the case of active mines,
pumped into adjacent river systems. This activity has had a adverse effect on
the natural flow of surface streams as well as the groundwater.23 The pumping
of megalitres of mine effluent into surface streams may alter the natural flow of
water within the catchment irrevocably as was the case in the Blesbokspruit on
the East Rand. This river system changed from a meandering non-perennial
stream without reeds to a permanent reed-containing eutrophic wetland.24
The biggest concern involving gold and uranium mining is the associated
pollution emanating from these mines.25 Mining involves bringing rocks
which are kilometres below the surface of the earth to the surface to be crushed
and treated with an array of chemicals to extract the gold and uranium it
contains. During mining pyrite (FeS2), a natural sulphur-rich component
of the quartzite, is exposed to water and oxygen resulting in the formation of
sulphuric acid which reacts chemically with the silt, gravel and exposed rock.
This results in the release and mobilisation of the heavy metals contained in
the silt, gravel and rock. The effluent run-off from the slimes dumps, tailings
and rock dumps of gold and uranium mines which enters the catchment
typically contains acid and heavy metals. Eventually these pollutants reach
the groundwater. In the past slimes dumps were built on the karst itself
21 DJ Morgan and AB Brink, “The far West Rand dolomites”, (Proceedings, International Conference on Ground
Water Technology, Johannesburg, South Africa, 1981), pp. 554-573; DW Warwick, IJ Brackley, RJ Connelly
and G Campbell, “The dewatering of dolomite by deep mining in the West Rand, South Africa”, (Proceedings,
B Wilson, “2nd Conference on Sinkholes and Environmental Impacts of Karst, 1987” (Beck, Wilson, Orlando,
USA), pp. 349-358.
22 RJ Kleywegt and DR Pike, “Surface subsidence and sinkholes…”, Annals of the Geological Survey of South Africa,
16, 1992.
23 JFEnslin, RJ Kleywegt, JHT Beukes and JF Gordon-Welsh, “Artificial recharge of dolomitic ground-water
compartments in the Far West Rand Gold Fields of South Africa”, Geological Survey of South Africa, Report
0249, 1976; W. Dreybrodt, “Principles of early development of karst conduits under natural and man-made
conditions revealed by mathematical analysis of numerical models”, Water Resources Research, 32, 1996, pp.
2923-2935.
24 C Haskins, “Blesbokspruit, South Africa…” (available at http://www.ext.grida.no/soesa/nsoer/resource/
wetland/blesbokspruit_ris.htm as accessed in April 2006.
25 RJ Kleywegt, “Memorandum oor die moontlike gevaar wat geskep word deur water vanaf die Western Areas
Gold Mining Co. Ltd.”, Geological Survey of South Africa, Technical Report No. 0141, 1977; H Coetzee, F
Winde and PW Wade, “An assessment of sources, pathways, mechanisms and risks of current and potential
future pollution of water and sediments in gold-mining areas of the Wonderfonteinspruit catchment”, Water
Research Commission, Report No. 1214/06, 2006.
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because it was found to be more stable due to the fact that the water drained
directly into the karst system below with the result that the slimes dump were
more stable.
After the closure of many of the mines on the West Rand this situation
has deteriorated even further. The dewatering of the mines along the
Witwatersrand has caused many springs after which Braamfontein,
Doornfontein, Sterkfontein, Randfontein etc. were named, to dry up. After
a few years of closure, the groundwater has returned to its original level and
the springs which have been dry for almost a century are flowing again, but
now decanting toxic acid mine effluent instead of potable water. The first
known incident occurred when mine effluent started to emanate from on of
the abandoned mine shafts of Harmony Gold Mine (Pty) Ltd (Randfontein
Operations). Afterwards a borehole upstream from Tweelopiespruit started
to decant and then two dry springs started to issue mine effluent in the
Krugersdorp Game Reserve.26 At the time the report was written between 7
and 15 megalitres of water decanted daily into the tributaries that feed into
the Tweelopiespruit joining the Crocodile River. Mine effluent is currently
issuing from 15 active and 29 closed gold mines in the northern part of the
Vaal Barrage catchment which is the main water supply for Gauteng.
AMD threatens the structural stability of the dolomites and calcites of the
karst system. Due to the solubility of carbonate rocks, large scale karstification
can be expected in the areas affected by AMD.27 Several by-products of gold
mining cause the pollution of the soil, groundwater and surface streams and
the destruction of the associated ecosystems. The pollutants include AMD,
cyanide, sulphates and heavy metals - some of which are radioactive on top of
being toxic. AMD leads to the decimation of aquatic ecosystems.28
Cyanide is used to extract gold. Although there are strict regulations
concerning the use of cyanide, spillages do occur which cause cyanide to be
released accidentally into the environment. Cyanide is a toxin that damages
the nervous, cardiovascular and respiratory systems of organisms that ingest or
26 M Fourie, “A rising acid tide”, Johannesburg Mail & Guardian, 12 April 2005.
27 FDI Hodgson, BH Usher, R Scott et al, “Prediction techniques and preventative measures relating to the
post-operational impact of underground mines on the quality and quantity of groundwater resources”, Water
Research Commission, Report No. 699/1/01, 2001; CJU Swart, AR James, RJ Kleywegt and EJ Stoch, “The
future of the dolomitic springs after mine closure on the Far West Rand, Gauteng, RSA”, Environmental Geology
44(7), 2003, pp. 751-770.
28 SS Roback and JW Richardson, The effects of acid-mine drainage on aquatic insects, Proc. Acad. Nat. Sci. Phil.
121, 1969, pp. 81-99; S Jooste and C Thirion, “An ecological risk assessment for a South African acid mine
drainage”, Water Science and Technology, 39(10-11), 1999, pp. 297-303.
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inhale it.29 Cyanide poses a great threat to the ecology and human health.30
Mine effluent emanating from the gold mines contains metals including
manganese, aluminum, iron, nickel, zinc, cobalt, copper, lead, radium,
thorium and uranium.31 There is incontrovertible evidence that all of these
metals may be toxic and even fatal, depending on the concentration and
duration of exposure to them.32 Several of these elements such as uranium,
thorium, radium and certain isotopes of lead, are in addition to being
extremely toxic, also radioactive.33 The absorption of these metals may cause
necrosis, tumours, cancer and the general impairment of the neurological,
cardiovascular, urogenital and digestive systems.34 These metals are found not

29 Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR), Toxicological profile for cyanide (US Department of
Health and Human Services, Atlanta, 1993).
30 D Albersworth,, Poisoned profits: Cyanide heap leach mining and its impact on the environment (Washington,
D.C., USA, 1992); H Marquardt and SG Schäfer, “Lehrbuch der Toxikologie”, BE Wissenschafts -Verlag
(Mannheim, Deutschland, 1994), pp. 555-558; F Korte and F Coulston, “From single-substance evaluation
to ecological process concept: The dilemma of processing gold with cyanide”, Ecotoxicology and Environmental
Safety, 32, 1995, pp. 96-101.
31 AJA Venter, “Assessment of the effects of gold-mine effluent on the natural aquatic environment” (PhD Thesis,
RAU, Johannesburg, 1995).
32 MJ Smith and AG Heath, “Acute toxicity of copper, chromate, zinc and cyanide to freshwater fish: Effect of
different temperatures”, Bulletin of Environmental Contamination and Toxicology, 22, 1979, pp. 113-119; AJA
Venter, “Assessment of the effects of gold-mine effluent …”; A Adendorff, “Effects of mining activities on
selected aquatic organisms” (PhD Thesis, Rand Afrikaans University, Johannesburg, 1977); S Jooste and C
Thirion, “An ecological risk assessment for a South African acid mine drainage”, Water Science and Technology,
39(10-11), 1999, pp. 297-303.
33 A Durakovic, Medical effects of internal contamination with uranium, Croatian Medical Journal 40(1), 1999,
pp. 49-66; JB Hursh, NF Neuman, T Toribara, H Wilson & C Waterhouse, “Oral ingestion of uranium by
man”, Health Physics 17(4), 1969, pp. 619-621.
34 SP Zhu, QY Hu and MY Lun, “Studies on reproductive toxicity of enriched uranium [abstract]”, Chun Hoa
Yu Fang (China), 28(4), 1994, pp. 219-222; DE Jackson, “On the pharmacological action of uranium”,
American Journal of Physiology, 26, 1910, pp. 381-395; K Conrad, J Mehlhorn, K Luthre et al, “Systemic lupus
erythematosus after heavy exposure to quartz dust in uranium mines: clinical and serological characteristics”,
Lupus 5, 1996, pp. 62-69; X Baur, HP Rihs, P Altmeyer et al, “Systemic sclerosis in German uranium miners
under special consideration of antibody subsets and HLA Class II alleles”, Respiration 63, 1996, pp. 368-375;
R Zaire, CS Griffin, PJ Simpson et al, “Analysis of lymphocytes from uranium mine workers in Namibia
for chromosomal damage using fluorescence in situ hybridization”, Mutation Research/Genetic Toxicology 371,
1996, pp. 109-117; R Zaire, M Notter, W Riedel et al, “Unexpected rates of chromosomal instabilities and
alterations of hormone levels in Namibian uranium miners”, Radiation Research, 147, 1997, pp. 579-584; J
Bigu, “Theoretical considerations regarding the migration of 22Rn and 220Rn from uranium and thorium
bearing underground environments”, Health Physics, 67, 1994, pp. 60-64; EM Shanahan, D Peterson, D Roxby
et al. “Mutation rates at the glycophorin A and HPRT loci in uranium miners exposed to radon progeny”,
Occupational and Environmental Medicine 53, 1966, pp. 439-444; GS Wilkinson, SK Tyning, MS Legator et
al, “Monitoring populations for DNA repair deficiency and for cancer susceptibility”, Environmental Health
Perspectives, 104 Suppl. 3, 1996, pp. 579-584.
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only in the water but also in the sediments of rivers and wetlands and have a
serious negative impact on these aquatic systems.35

The role of education and legislation in the protection of karst systems
and karst ecology
Legislation

There is strong legal framework in place to protect the soil and water quality
and biodiversity as well as to insure the public health in the karst environment.
There is also adequate legislature to control farming, industrial and mining
activities in and around karst environments. The only shortfalls are the failure
of implementing an integrated approach to conserve of karst and karst ecology
as well as the lack of enforcement of these laws.
The absence of an integrated approach can be seen in the confusion that
exists around the prioritisation of legislature – for instance do property rights
outweigh the Biodiversity Act? Does the right to produce food for a living by
means of conventional farming methods, which includes the use of pesticides,
outweigh the Biodiversity Act? Should arable land containing endemic species
belonging to a unique ecotone be cleared? Should farms be rehabilitated
to conserve this unique heritage? Should high-density animal husbandry be
allowed in a karst system where people are dependent on groundwater for
drinking purposes? Do the rights of mining companies responsible for the
destruction of the ecology outweigh the rights of people to clean water as
the Constitution of South Africa clearly state? Every household within the
COHWHS has soak-away sewage disposal systems while using borehole water
for drinking purposes in direct contravention of Mogale City regulations and
recommendations from the Department of Public Works. Simultaneously
Mogale City releases the wastewater runoff of the Percy Steward Sewage
Works into a tributary of the Blaaubankspruit which is the main water supply
of many households in the COHWHS.
The enforcement of legislation is another major problem not only in the karst
environment, but in many other arenas in South Africa. The enforcement
35 F Winde and IJ van der Walt, “The significance of groundwater-stream interactions and fluctuating stream
chemistry on waterborne uranium contamination of streams – a case study from a gold mining site in South
Africa”, Journal of Hydrology 297, 2004, pp. 178-196; H Coetzee, F Winde and PW Wade, “An assessment
of sources, pathways, mechanisms and risks of current and potential future pollution…”, Water Research
Commission, Report No. 1214/06, 2006; E Tempelhoff, “Gif in die water. Beeld, 31 Julie 2007, p. 1.
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of environmental health legislation depends firstly on the availability of
environmental health officers and secondly these environmental health officers
in turn depend on the Department of Justice to penalise offenders. The
Department of Justice is bogged down under more pressing matters such the
escalation of violent crimes in South Africa and environmental offences have
to take second priority. The rate for the successful prosecution of offenders is
therefore disappointingly low.
The approach of the Mogale City Local Municipality is commendable
otherwise. According to their Integrated Development Plan36 the conservation
of environmental stability, which includes resource protection, ecological
conservation and pollution prevention, is one of its key priorities. The
approach of this municipality is to protect the natural resources of the region,
such as the water, caves, flora and fauna and land by promoting sustainable
development. These natural resources are protected on the one hand by the
enforcement of legislature and decision support tools such as the Management
Framework and State of the Environment Report, but on the other by
awareness programmes such as environmental awareness, park development,
waste management, nature conservation and water conservation.37
Unfortunately the threats to karst, karst ecology, groundwater and human
health in this region are of such magnitude that local government can not
solve all these problems and manage this region alone. The confusion around
legal priority in addition to the ineffective enforcement of legislation should
be resolved at the highest level. The health of millions of people and the
conservation of unique ecosystems are at risk.
It would be naïve to think that the attitude of multi-national corporations,
mining houses and industries through environmental will change through
educational programmes. The only possible route through which the negative
impacts caused by the industries under their control can be minimised or halted
is through the consistent and constant enforcement of legislation. Local,
Provincial and National Government Agencies such as the Department of
Environmental Affairs and Tourism, the Gauteng Department of Agriculture,
Conservation and Environment, and the Mogale City Local Municipality,
must monitor the emissions and effluent emanating from these industries
and mines, environmental studies have to be done and warnings, warrants
36 Mogale City Local Municipality, “Mogale City Local Municipality Integrated Health Sector Plan for the
Integrated Development Plan”, 2002.
37 Mogale City Local Municipality, “Environmental Management Framework”, 2003.
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and fines have to be issued.
Ultimately the mines and industries must be legally compelled to comply
with health and environmental regulations which include the Environmental
Conservation Act, 1989 (Act 73 of 1989), the National Environmental
Management Act (Act 107 of 1998), and local by-laws. Mines must also comply
with Environmental Management Program Reports (EMPR’s). It seems
however that very little is done to enforce these laws. The rapid deterioration
of karst environments should convince government it has become imperative
to weigh the short-term benefits of appeasing industrialists, developers and
mine managers by allowing them to continue with actions that have a long
term negative impact on the environment.
In the introduction to the State of the Environment Report of Mogale City38
it is stated that: “The State of Environment Report has been compiled to assist
the Gauteng Provincial Government, specifically the Gauteng Department of
Agriculture, Conservation and Environment and other decision-makers to
make informed decisions about our environment. The Gauteng Provincial
Government will use the information presented in this report to assist in
achieving sustainable development.”
The responsibilities of the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and
Environment are carried out in terms of 13 major national laws which
include: Environment Conservation Act, 1989 (Act 73 of 1989), the National
Environment Management Biodiversity Act (Act 107 of 1998), the National
Environment Management: Biodiversity Act (Act 107 of 1998), the National
Environment Management: Protected Areas Act (Act 57 of 2003), the
National Water Act (Act 36 of 1998), and the World Heritage Convention
Act (Act 49 of1999). All these acts are applicable and relevant to the karst
environment and associated ecosystems.
Although these acts and local government regulations conform to
international best practice, there are many practices in the karst environment
that are in direct contravention of these laws. Legislation is only as effective
as the will to enforce it.

38 Mogale City Local Municipality, “State of the Environment Report”, 2003.
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Education

Present legislation provides a legal framework within which the impacts on
karst systems and karst ecology can be monitored and measures can be taken
against transgressors. These laws and regulations cover the aspects which
impact karst, karst ecology and human health (geology and mining, pollution,
biodiversity, agriculture, water quality and sanitation). It is clear however that
since the negative impacts on karst systems and karst ecology still continue,
legislation alone is not sufficient.
In spite of the extensive municipal regulations that exist to regulate the
actions of residents and other people which may have a negative impact on
the natural resources within Mogale City Local Municipal boundaries, the
majority of respondents were unaware of the regulations about subdivision of
property, building, sanitation and water quality.
In most of the cases these impacts can be minimised if people were better
informed and their attitude towards karst and karst ecology changed. Mogale
City Local Municipality39 and the Water Research Commission40 have drawn
up guidelines for pollution control, the erection of buildings, the placement
of package plants, water quality conservation and sanitation in karstic
regions. The publication of the Department of Public Works41 includes
extensive guidelines for the development of infrastructure on dolomites. The
guidelines include a list of practices that should be avoided when designing
infrastructure on dolomitic land, as well as stipulations on the designs and
materials used for construction.
In more recent legislation a clause is often included that public education on
that particular matter should be promoted. In the World Heritage Convention
Act (Act 49 of1999) for example it is stated “that community well-being
and empowerment must be promoted through cultural and natural heritage
education, the raising of cultural and natural heritage awareness, the sharing
of knowledge and experience and other appropriate means”. In the Mogale
City Local Municipality Waste Water Sector Plan it is stated that they aim to
“disseminate information about sanitation and wastewater management”.42
39 Mogale City Local Municipality, “Integrated Development Plan 2002-2006”, 2002.
40 Water Research Commission, “Sanitation research strategy”, December 2003. http://www.wrc.org.za/
downloads/special%20publications/SanitationResearchStrategyFinal1.pdf.
41 Department of Public Works, Report PW344, “Appropriate development of infrastructure on dolomites:
Guidelines for consultants”, 2003.
42 Mogale City Local Municipality, “Mogale City Local Municipality Integrated Health Sector Plan for the
Integrated Development Plan”, 2002.
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In the Mogale City Local Municipality State of the Environment Report43
“What can you do?” section is included in each chapter. Some of the advice
pertaining to the conservation of karst systems, groundwater and associated
ecology include the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Harvest storm water on your property and use it for irrigation purposes. Ensure
that there are soft permeable surfaces on the property.
Plant indigenous species, which do not have large water requirements, in the
garden.
Only flush the toilet if necessary (place a brick in the cistern and save water).
Install 2-system flush toilets.
Rather have a quick shower than a deep bath, it uses less water.
Use water from the kitchen/bathroom to water the garden.

On the conservation of rivers and wetlands the following advice is
included:
•

•
•

Conserve the existing natural water resources (e.g. the wetlands and rivers)
by supporting wetland/river clean-ups as well as initiating and taking part in
rehabilitation/management programmes in your area.
Take part in the Working for Water (WfW) and Land Care Programmes, which
eradicate alien vegetation from water resources.
Conserve the natural water systems in your community.

On nature conservation in general:
•

•
•
•
•

Take part in the establishment of secondary industries, which are linked to the
eradication of alien vegetation (e.g. furniture making woodlots). This supports
the principle of sustainable development.
Support local reserves and conservation areas.
Plant indigenous trees in your garden.
Familiarise yourself with regard to the Red Data species in your area and take
part in the protection of these species and their habitats.
Be aware of alien invasive species and assist your local authority in removing
these species.

43 Mogale City Local Municipality, “State of the Environment Report”, 2003.
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On environmental education:
•
•
•

Take part in environmental education programmes.
Local schools should assist in managing reserves administered by the MCLM.
Attend education programmes regarding river and wetland conservation.

On nature conservation legislation and public participation:
•
•
•

Report unlawful discharge of effluent by industry, business and/or the mining
sector to the local health department.
Owners of land on ridges can protect their properties through formal
legislation.
Communities can form conservancies to protect and manage ridges in their
neighbourhoods. The public should play a watchdog role by objecting to
development proposals on ridges, bringing insensitive development proposals to
the attention of local media and requesting that their local councils implement
the policy fully (Urban Green File, 7(4), Sept/Oct 2002).

In the World Heritage Convention Act (Act 49 of1999), which is applicable
to the COHWHS, it is stated “that community well-being and empowerment
must be promoted through cultural and natural heritage education, the
raising of cultural and natural heritage awareness, the sharing of knowledge
and experience and other appropriate means”.
There seems to be consensus amongst regulatory bodies which govern
the karst environment, nature conservation and water that the public has
to be educated about these matters and that they have to take part in the
conservation of these resources. At this stage no forum or communication
channel has been identified to disseminate information or to communicate
effectively with the public however.
Alternative avenues of communication than the State Gazette and a few poorly
advertised public meetings should be explored. The majority of respondents
supported the suggestion that information should be disseminated by means
of a web site or booklets and flyers informing them on karst and karst ecology,
rather than government directives or workshops.
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Conclusions
It is important to keep in mind that the present land use, water supply, effluent
and waste management and conservation of the karst environment generally
fall within the delimitations of the existing legal framework. Unfortunately
this is not enough and far more should be done to conserve this area and its
unique resources.
Environmental education will also play a positive role in the curbing of the
negative impact the farming, industrial and mining industries have on the
karst environment by raising the environmental awareness of the general
public. People will benefit greatly from knowing what the causes and effects
of environmental pollution and degradation will be and how it will affect
their lives. It is also imperative that the public be informed about their rights
to a healthy environment. In spite of the Bill of Rights in the Constitution of
the Republic of South Africa, Section 24, 1996, spelling out these rights, the
public is generally unaware of these rights or their implications. The public is
generally also ignorant about which governing bodies to complain to or what
channels to follow when their rights are impinged upon. The community
would benefit greatly from workshops, TV Programmes, websites and blogs,
flyers and booklets which explain the public’s environmental rights and an
introduction to the different governmental and municipal departments’
functions.
Web sites or blogs should be set up to inform the residents and operators
working and living in the karst environment. The web sites could be utilised
with great utility by including more than mere factoids. The web sites should
at least include the acts and directives governing the conservation of karst,
karst ecology, aquatic habitats and biodiversity, guidelines on rehabilitation
of the ecology within the COHWHS, guidelines to sanitation and health,
guidelines to sustainable farming on dolomite and guidelines on construction
on dolomite. There should be downloadable and printable building plans,
interesting school projects and contact details and links to the web sites of
conservation societies.
The poorer section of the community would rarely have access to the internet,
except maybe through schools and libraries, and may be reached through
flyers and booklets. It is crucial to communicate effectively with the farm
labourers living and working in the karst environment because they are often
the permanent residents while the owners are often absent. Unfortunately due
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to the fact that approximately 40% of the adult population of South Africa is
illiterate and literacy is dropping even amongst learners, an alternative avenue
of communication should be sought.
Even though the respondents were reluctant to attend workshops, it should
be mentioned that only white adults responded to the questionnaire. The
public sector obviously consists of more than that. I am convinced that farm
labourers would be amenable to attending a workshop during work hours and
learners attending workshops during school hours, especially if the content
matter was presented in a digestible, interesting and entertaining manner.
There is an added benefit to presenting workshops; namely providing an
opportunity to distribute booklets and flyers.
Workshops for learners should be held at schools during school hours and
the content can easily be linked with the existing curriculum which already
includes topics on ecology, conservation, sustainable development and health.
Experts in permaculture, karst ecology, geology, palaeontology and nature
conservation could visit the school with slide shows, Powerpoint presentations
or lead a school outing to an organic farm, sewage plant, cave system, river
or museum in and around the karst environment in stead of expecting the
teacher to present the workshop.
Special workshops on the benefit of organic farming should be held for
the farming sector. Organic farming methods are gradually becoming more
popular in South Africa. Compost should replace fertiliser and biological
control should replace insecticides. It is crucial that farmers should be made
aware of the unsustainability of the current orthodox farming methods, which
were in the first place designed for non-karst environments. The farming
community should also be compelled to take part in clean-up operations
on their farms, including the caves and sinkholes on their properties. The
farmers should also be responsible for the clearing of alien vegetation on their
farms especially along the riparian zones adjacent to the rivers and wetlands
on their properties.
The objectives of the conservation of karst environments can also benefit
greatly from the establishment of a community forum. It has become evident
from interviews done with land owners and tenants living and operating in the
karst environment in Gauteng that they feel that they were excluded from the
decision-making process with regard to the developments in the COHWHS.
Most respondents did not know which government department was involved
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with the declaration and development of the COHWHS in spite of the fact
that the Gauteng Department of Agriculture, Conservation, Environment
and Land Affairs has held several public participation meetings in the area.
The community forum would serve two purposes: it would create a forum
where residents, workers and decision makers could voice their opinions and
where information could be gathered. Secondly, it could become a vehicle
which would legally empower the residents of karst environment and by
means of which they could engage with government, developers, industrialists
and mines.
Parastatals and local, regional and national government agencies such as
Nature Conservation, Department of Public Works, the Health Department,
Mogale City Local Municipality, Department of Water Affairs and Forestry,
Water Research Commission, Council for Geoscience and the CSIR should
also be involved in educational programmes in the karst environment. The
community forum could act as the organiser of educational programmes and
invite researchers from these institutions to present workshops or lectures on
matters of importance to the residents and operators in the karst environment.
The establishment of a community forum will open a new and direct channel
of communication between government and parastatals and the community
through which legislative directives can be passed on to the interested and
affected parties. This more transparent and inclusive alternative will provide
the local community the opportunity to discuss the government directives and
will lessen the suspicion and animosity of the residents towards government.
Similarly developers and environmental consultants could access the
community by means of the community forum to inform them about public
meetings and planned developments in and around the karst environment.
The community forum would be the ideal communication vehicle through
which residents can be reached to allay their fears and apprehension about
conservation and development. The possibilities are endless – the community
forum can arrange community days, lectures, educational tours, river cleanup picnics, eradication of alien species and fundraising events for conservation
projects in the region. The money generated by the forum could be used to fund
clean-up operations, tree planting days, alien species eradication programmes,
permaculture programmes for schools, environmental educational workshops
and conservation projects.
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There are several NGO’s that have an interest in the conservation of karst
environments and the associated ecology which will readily cooperate with
such a community forum. These organisations include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Gauteng and Northern Regions Bat Interest Group (GNORBIG).
The South African Society for Amateur Palaeontologists.
The Geological Society of South Africa.
Speleological societies.
Hiking clubs.
Tree and succulent societies.
Bird and wildlife societies.

It is important that the operations of such a community forum should
be kept democratic and transparent, and to avoid becoming a vehicle for
covert political or economic manipulation. For this reason it is important to
select individuals and organisations to cooperate with which primarily have
the conservation of natural resources and education at heart. The election
process should be democratic and membership of cooperating organisations
should therefore be open to any member of the public that subscribes to their
respective constitutions. Ideally members of the community should join these
organisations which would provide the opportunity for the exchange of ideas
and transfer of knowledge to take place. This will contribute to the increase
of subject knowledge in the region and would empower residents to make
informed decisions about their environment, conservation, rehabilitation,
health issues and sustainable development.
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Beyond cause and effects in the teaching of history:
Examining human relevance and importance in the classroom
through personal stories
James R Wilson
Kgolagano College of Theological Education
Botswana

Abstract
Cette recherche appelle à la reconnaissance des différentes façons dont les
étudiants en Afrique du Sud ont connue l’histoire dans les salles de classe
et la nécessité de confronter les questions délicates qui en découle en raison
des croyances. La pédagogie de l’histoire, dans cet article, n’est pas conçu
en particulier en tant que ‘théorie de cause et conséquence’ par rapport au
racisme. On le voit comme multidimensionnel impliquant une série infinie
de combinaisons et d’expériences.
Les professeurs de sciences sociales et d’histoire ont entrepris le défi de
faire usage des riches et de l’enrichissantes textures des voix personnelles
en examinant le programme d’études ainsi que la situation actuelle de la
discorde raciale et ethnique. A travers un examen des attitudes, des valeurs
et du message. Nous espérons qu’une conscience critique se consolide, et qui
reconnaisse, détruise des’’ perspectives silencieuses. ‘’
En tant que professeurs d’histoire et d’études sociales nous sommes appelés
à engager les étudiants à travers un programme d’études constructif, qui
reconnaisse un changement du coeur et l’esprit de tous, ce qui permet aux
étudiants de se comprendre eux-mêmes et de comprendre le monde qui les
entoure.

Introduction
As my daughter neared the completion of her undergraduate programme,
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she found herself one course short of graduating. As one keenly interested
in the subject of history, I couldn’t help but suggest to her the possibility of
taking one such course as a means of further developing her world view as
well as her critical thinking skills. From the immediate look appearing on her
face in response to my suggestion, alerted me to our divergent views on the
subject. “No way! I’m not going to spend my last term, memorising all kinds
of facts, dates and people with little or no relevance to the here and now. It’s
so boring” Although we had just talked past one another, her perspective on
the matter, was hardly a new revelation to my ears. To be honest, for many
people history classes are synonymous with the encyclopedic memorization of
historical knowledge, fixed and embedded in time and place.
This common understanding tends to be reinforced by the demands
placed on history and social sciences teachers to continuously process and
disseminate larger and larger quantities of information with each passing year;
the on-going pressure of attempting to cover an entire syllabus- persons,
events and periods of history in a chronological, cause and effect way1; and a
nagging concern that when exploring so many issues, there is the possibility
that omitting any will give rise to the suspicion of some unjustified bias.
Rosenzweig & Weinland (1986) describe history teaching as nothing less
than a “mad dash to the present.”2
It is so easy to fall into the trap (however sincere and well meaning one may
be) of disassociating history and social sciences from the lived situations and
contexts that have helped shape a democratic South Africa; of allowing it
to be become a storehouse of generic knowledge, devoid of the “personal.”
This paper challenges teachers to empower their students and themselves
to become agents of history rather than passive recipients of events. Giroux
(2001) states:3
Unless the pedagogical conditions exist to connect forms of knowledge to
the lived experiences, histories, and cultures of the students we engage, such
knowledge is reified or ‘deposited” in the Freirian sense, through transmission
models that ignore the context in which knowledge is produced and
simultaneously functions often to silence as much as deaden student interest.

1
2
3

See H Kellner, “Narrativity in History: Post-Structuralism and since”, History & Theory, 26 (4), 1987, pp. 129.
L Rosenzweig & T Weinland, “New directions for the History curriculum: A challenge for the 1980s”, The
History Teacher, 19 (2), February 1986, pp. 263-277.
H Giroux, “Pedagogy of the depressed: Beyond the new politics of cynicism”, College Literature, 28 (3), 2001,
pp. 1-32.
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Pedagogical choices
To kick start the possible inclusion of “narratives” (stories) in the teaching of
history and the social sciences, would most likely involve giving up a degree
of efficiency, productivity and comfortableness which comes when making
use of the familiar and traditional approaches that have served us in the past.
Making use of “personal voices” in the teaching of the subject, should be seen
as one technique amongst many that could be used for enhancing teaching as
a whole. This usage of personal memories also comes with the understanding
any “curriculum or an instructional approach can’t be standardized and
remain effective.”4 In a postmodern era, the classroom becomes plural, local
and immanent.
This researcher believes that whenever teachers have formed clearly defined
goals and vision of the subject area, they allow themselves the freedom of
determining “when” and “where” to use a particular methodology or in
combination with another- including those promoting historical knowledge as
linear and chronological, those featuring historical knowledge as de-centered,
fuzzy and multidimensional; and of freely using lectures, discussion or
“narratives”(in particular- first person stories) whenever deemed appropriate.
Because history and the social sciences are oftentimes influenced by changing
interests, shifting conceptual understandings as well as by individual interests
the task is made harder. Abel (1976) has correctly assessed that the:
past is a steady process of imaginative reinterpretation and reconstruction,
and in attempting to be meaningful to us in the present.5

If we are honest about our teaching, it will most probably always involve
juggling between academically preparing students for end-of-the-year exams
as well as helping them to see historical content and analytical concepts as
somehow impacting on their lives. That challenge reasserts itself again and
again during our teaching careers.
South Africa’s Outcomes Based Education (OBE) Curriculum 2005
correctly mandates that teachers should be made to “help learners to develop
their knowledge as well as their skills, values and attitudes” as well as to
nurture those skills that would facilitate the building of a more democratic
4
5

S Ohanian, “Huffing and puffing and blowing schools excellent”, Phi Delta Kappan, January 1985, pp. 316321.
R Abel, Man is the measure, (New York, Free Press, 1976), p. 165.
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and socially responsive nation.6 OBE like any other educational model, has
had its share of critics. A commonly heard criticism of OBE in South Africa
has been that it is overly weighted on the outcomes of education, and has
marginalised educational knowledge.7 Blaine (2007), nonetheless reports
that even amongst OBE’s detractors, most would admit that it has helped in
transforming a discredited and authoritarian apartheid educational system
to one promoting praxis- theory and practice; academic knowledge and a
commitment to democratic principles.
Waghid (2007) believes that OBE has the capability of enabling both
educators and students to move “outside the lines” of instrumental thinking
and a technicist teaching styles. He calls for placing particular focus in OBE in
“educating for friendship,” and where people learn from one another through
mutual engagement and sharing.8
Royster (1996) calls such exchanges “contact zones” or “areas of engagement.”
According to Royster, such encounters disallow ourselves and others from
being locked into tunnels of our own visions and particularistic experiences.
She advocates for the creation of an environment where sharing and academic
learning are not seen as mutually exclusive. She also calls for the construction
of new histories and theories that arise from shared stories engaged in
transformation.9

Shared perspectives
Most people prefer sameness, predictability and common interests. As a
result, if and when someone thinks differently than ourselves, wears different
clothes, maintain different cultural customs, we become nervous. This would
appear to be true in a classroom setting as well. The idea of promoting the
usage of shared perspectives, first person narratives and dialogue might seem
threatening to some. But if pursued, this researcher believes it can enrich those
who participate- providing them with hundreds of fresh ideas and insights. It
can challenge, amaze, anger and even “prick” us to act in pro-active ways.
6
7
8
9

J Bottaro, P Visser, L Wilson & M Monteith, Oxford: In search of Social Sciences: Grade 9, teacher’s book, (Cape
Town, Oxford, 2006) p. v.
S Blaine, “Outcomes education ‘undermines knowledge’,” Business Day, 13 September 2007, p. 4.
Y Waghid, “Education, responsibility and democratic justice: Cultivating friendship to alleviate some of the
injustices on the African continent”, Educational Philosophy & Theory, 39 (2), 2007, pp. 182-196.
J Royster, “When the first voice You Hear Is Not Your Own”, College Composition and Communication, 17 (1),
February 1996, pp. 29-40.
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Being together in the same place, and talking amongst ourselves doesn’t
necessarily mean that we are engaged in meaningful dialogue from a shared
perspective. According to Jones (1999), “...simply talking within groups,
among ourselves while others talk among themselves”10 is not a part of
liberatory and democratic education. She calls for an educational style rich in
transparency, communication, and accessability.
Like most other educators, this researcher can recall particular teaching
occasions at the Lesotho College of Education where I worked for several
years, where potentially important dialogue was diverted by several disjointed
conversations taking place at the same time in the classroom- I lecturing in
the front, two students in one corner of the room discussing a private matter;
a couple staring out the window and oblivious to all, four people actively
taking notes, and a few appearing unduly focused on “exams” and asking,
“Yes, I know there are many sides to the issue, but what exactly will be on the
test? What should I write down as notes? What will the scope of the test be? ”
Paulo Freire identifies certain key factors needed by both students and teacher
engaged in revolutionary and transformative education. These factors are ‘the
ability to perceive and clarify reality critically in oppressive and dehumanizing
situation...[and] the ability to arrive at an effective action to change the
situation as part of a pedagogical praxis.”11
In the context of the history and the social sciences classroom, Paulo
Freire calls us to disengage ourselves from a “banking model of education,”
where teachers serve as experts and pour knowledge into the empty heads
of the students and the students gives back information to the teacher in
an unadulterated form. Freire call for non-oppressive and dialogic teaching
styles.
Baum (2000) particularly challenges South Africans to reawaken a
historical consciousness suppressed by the chains of colonialism. “Historical
understanding remains undoubtedly important and relevant for Africans in
asserting themselves in the new global order.” She draws support from the
words of critical theorist Henry Giroux in claiming that “history is irrelevant
if it does not involve itself in the critical engagement of issues.” According
10 A Jones, “The Limits of Cross-Culture Dialogue: Pedagogy, Desire, And Absolution In The Classroom”,
Educational Theory, 49 (3), Summer 1999, pp. 299-316.
11 B Goba, B (1988) An agenda for Black Theology: Hermeneutics for social change, (Johannesburg: Skotsville
Publishers, 1988), p. 16.
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to her, a historical consciousness can never be a singular activity. It always
involves the development of a collective critical consciousness.12
Transformative education, according to Nieto (1999), awakens a
“consciousness;” it will not remain localized. She speaks of a “deep
transformation on a number of levels- individual, collective and institutional.”13
See also (Bleich 1995)14 and (Thayer-Bacon 1995).15
According to this researcher, whenever a classroom teacher brings together
people of divergent views and allows them to dialogue, experiment and
build on those shared perspectives, the mixture is potentially dangerous for
interested in maintaining hegemonic control. Chomsky has said, “Part of the
genius of domination and control is to separate people from one another so
that it doesn’t happen...As long as we can’t consult our neighbors, we’ll believe
that there are good times. It is important to make sure that people don’t
consult their neighbors..... If they’re together, they’ll start having thoughts,
interchanging them and learning about them....”16

The rich and enriching texture of personal voices
Perhaps one of the critical challenges facing schools today is the urgent
need for collaboration between educators, students and the community.
Most of the time, however, true collaboration is rarely achieved. To work
collaboratively would require acknowledging that a sense of equality, mutual
respect and gifted abilities exists amongst all concerned. For some educators,
such an admission would be a stumbling block. According to this researcher,
however, whenever schools foster such an atmosphere of true collaboration
and partnership, wonderful things can happen. In particular, the usage of
first-person narratives and oral histories are a specific means of being in
partnership with the community interested in historical mapping. See also
(Axtell 2001)17
12 J Baum, “Negotiating history, truth and reconciliation and globalisation: An analysis of the suppression of
historical consciousness in South African schools as case study”, Mots Pluriels, No. 13, April 2000, http://
www,arts.uwa.edu.au/MotsPluriels/MP1300jb.html, as researched on 14 September 2000.
13 S Nieto (1999) The light in their eyes: Creating multicultural learning communities, (New York: Teachers College
Press, 1999), p. xviii.
14 D Bleich, “Academic Ideology And the New Attention to Teaching”, New Literary History, 26 (3), Summer
1995, pp. 565-590.
15 B Thayer-Bacon, “Constructive thinking: Personal voice”, Journal of Thought, 30 (1), Spring 1995, pp. 55-70.
16 N Chomsky, Propaganda And The Public Mind, (Delhi, Madhayana, 2001), p. 28.
17 J Axtell, “The Pleasures of Teaching History”, The History Teacher, 34 (4), August 2001, pp. 433-446.
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Hudson & Santora (2003) specifically refer to first person narratives or oral
histories as “stories that are told by common and uncommon people who were
present at or keenly affected by key events in history.” Hudson & Santora see
the usage of these “voices” as “opportunities for dialogue between teachers,
their students and the communities in which they teach.”18 They also believe
such activities facilitate a historical praxis where theory and practice come
together. See also (Elbaz-Luwiasch 1997).19
According to Hudson & Santora, whenever students are finally made to
see history as “populated not simply by quasi-mythical figures, but by threedimensional human beings, the famous as well as the forgotten, who live
in and act in a real world that is always changing,” 20 history takes in new
meaning for the students, their families as well as the community.
This researcher has found the use of first-person narratives in varied
classroom activities, as radically impacting on the lives of his students as well
as himself. Guest speakers or personal narratives can and do help to “fill in
the black holes” observant in certain textbooks. According to Conde-Frazier
(2006)
...it is the oral that carries the knowledge of the people. Orality permits
knowledge that comes from passion and experience and expands the space of
dialogue that brings possibilities of empowerment through agency. It does not
permit the academy to abstract and dilute the power of the narrative.21

While teaching a course on contemporary issues to third year diploma
students at the Lesotho College of Education, one of the units to be covered
related to issues of “race, ethnicity, culture.” At the same time, I was also
engaged in research, in preparation for writing a chapter in textbook on the
subject of “inclusion and exclusion.” Assessing the work that laid ahead, this
researcher attempted to initially research “racial exclusion” as practiced in
Lesotho during the time of British colonial rule. To my surprise, I found
little or nothing in the nation’s libraries. This researcher then turned to the
students in the contemporary issues class for help. I proposed that they help by
18 L Hudson & E Santora, “Oral History: An Inclusive Highway to The Past”, The History Teacher, 36 (2), 2003,
pp. 206-220.
19 F Elbaz-Luwiasch, “Narrative Research: Political Issues & Implications”, Teaching and Teacher Education, 13 (1),
1997, pp. 75-83.
20 L Hudson & E Santora, “Oral History: An Inclusive Highway to The Past”, The History Teacher, 36 (2), 2003,
pp. 206-220.
21 E Conde-Frazier, “Participatory Action Research: Practical Theology For Social Justice”, Religious Education,
101 (3), Summer 2006, pp. 321-329.
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interviewing Basotho who had lived under British rule in the nation’s capital
of Maseru. They were asked to use a “first-person narrative approach- allowing
individuals to share insights on the subject, unfiltered. As expected, after
making the proposal to the students, they bombarded this researcher with a
flurry of questions- “Will our efforts be rewarded with a mark?” “How many
people must we interview?” “Whom should we ask?” “How are we suppose to
record the interviews?” “What kinds of questions should be asked?” “Will we
get paid?” Their questions consumed two class periods. Countless informal
gatherings, also took place amongst the students prior to, during and after
the interviews took place. It was a wonderful exercise, and it uncovered some
interesting information as a result of their efforts, i.e.
During British colonial rule, racism was commonly practiced in Lesotho in
a number of ways. For example, in the capital of Maseru neighbourhoods
were segregated. Some areas were designated for whites or Europeans and
others for Africans. Maseru West, for instance, was exclusively reserved for
Europeans. In public places like the post office or bank, separate cues existed
for both Europeans and Africans. And when it came to drinking in a pubs,
Europeans had no restrictions, whereas Africans were required to show a special
“exemption’ letter from government indicating that they were entitled to do
so. Establishments like Lancer’s Inn (a local hotel) and Maseru Preparatory
School (an international school) were all white establishments.22

The students, as a result of their efforts, forged new alliances in the community
and gained a greater sense of self-confidence. They also discovered some of the
problems that pertain to such research- the unreliability of certain witnesses,
conflicting interpretations regarding the same event by interviewees, the
periods of “silence” and the apprehension of certain people to talk publicly
on any matter. This experiment with “oral histories” served as a catalyst
and spawned other narrative research projects on the part of the studentsincluding another pertaining to “xenophobia and immigrants.” First person
narrative projects involving local participants, according to this researcher,
allows students opportunities to see history come to life and to reconnect
with their cultural roots in important ways.
Stroobants (2005) believes that through oral histories “learning comes both
in the process of interviewing as well as when someone tells their life story.”
According to him, all parties are actively giving and receiving.23
22 M Jappie, A Mohloboli & J Wilson, (2004)Co-author, Diploma in Education (Primary): Religious Education
Year 4, Distance Education programme (DTEP), (Maseru, Lesotho College of Education, 2004), p. 6.
23 V Stroobants, “Stories About Learning In Narrative Biographical Research”, International Journal of Qualitative
Studies in Education, 18 (1), 2005, pp. 47-61.
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Fennes & Hapgood (1997) believe that using people from the community
enables students and the teachers to make use of “experiences and knowledge
available outside the classroom.”24
Actively engaging people from the community also serves another purpose.
It is very clear that young people need role models to look up to; people to use
as an example; individuals to guide them in their quest for identity and life’s
meaning Some guest speakers or interviewees, have the potential of sending
a message of hope and reassurance to the world. They can remind young
people that individuals and small groups working locally in a pro-active way
can makes a difference. The power of one person’s voice is great regardless
of whether they are famous or someone out of the limelight. Stories create
conditions for empathy free of ideological or political interference. They allow
us to be inducted into another person’s world.
History and social sciences remains “too departmentalized”- an intellectual
exercise between teacher, student and the textbook. Even when examining
issues that come in response to local needs, it still tends to remain isolated.
Rarely, if ever, does the teacher, students and the community come together,
to understand such issues better.
Moulder (1997) believes that whenever students and educators come “face
to face” with people from the community who might share their “personal
voices”, much is done to dispel stereotypes about issues and allows students to
see real people as struggling for change right there in their own community. 25
For example, a classroom lesson pertaining to the issue of poverty- can
sometimes fall flat as reams of statical data are used to highlight individual
countries and communities falling under the veil of poverty in a “cause and
effect” manner. To counter this approach, Puthenkalam (2004) calls for
understanding poverty as multidimensional- dealing with the human person
as something more than an economic unit.
Poverty is hunger. Poverty in the lack of shelter. Poverty is being sick and not
being able to see a doctor. Poverty is not being able to go to school, and not
knowing how to read. Poverty is fear of the future, living one day at a time.
Poverty is losing a child to illness brought about by unclean water, poverty
is powerlessness, lack of representation and freedom. Poverty has many
24 H Fennes & K Hapgood, Intercultural Learning In The Classroom: Crossing Borders, (London, Cassell, 1997),
p. 104.
25 F Moulder, “Teaching About Race And Ethnicity: A Message of Despair, Or A Message of Hope”, Teaching
Sociology, 25, April 1997, pp. 120-127.

109

New Contree, No. 54 (November 2007)

faces.....26

On a practical level, teaching about poverty in the social sciences and history
classroom, might include among other activities: interviews with people and
communities in the grips of poverty and who are pro-actively resisting its
effects; profile organizations at work in the local community. Become experts
on the history of a particular community or communities. Create a message
of hope.

Confronting controversial & touch questions
Generally speaking, most people would do almost anything to avoid
grappling with issues of controversy. Ignoring it, however, only multiplies
the underlying problems. Consider for a moment, the issue of racism. For
someone to believe that racism is a dead in South Africa would have their
head buried pretty deep in the sand.
Although the nation’s newspapers don’t always gage what its citizenry are
thinking, this researcher came upon an unusually high number of “race
related” articles since the beginning of 2007, i.e. “Education for inclusion:
faint hope or false promises” (see Osman & Lloyd 2007)27 ; “Anger brewing
among blacks” (see Oakley-Smith 2007)28; “Skills gap a result of history” (see
Quinta 2007)29 ; “Affirmative action is dead-Erwin” (see Pressly 2007)30; “Bok
World Cup Threat” (see Modzuli 2007)31; “Don’t lose vision of non-racial
state, says De Klerk,”(see Bevan 2007)32; “Land reform must be speeded up”
(see Webb 2007)33; “We must delve deeper into new wave of Afrikaner siege
mentality” (see Makhanya 2007)34.

26 J Puthenkalam, Empowerment: Sustainable Human Development Strategy for Poverty Alleviation, (Jaipur, Rawat
Publications, 2004), pp. 130-131.
27 R Osman & G Lloyd, “The ABC of Learning: Part 7. Education for inclusion- faint hope or false promises,”
The Star, 23 May 2007, (Inside) p. 13.
28 T Oakley-Smith, “Anger brewing among blacks: Comment,” The Star, 15 May 2007, p. 12.
29 C Quinta, “Skills gap a result of history,” The Star, 14 March 2007, p. 10.
30 D Pressley, “Affirmative Action is dead,” The Star: The Business Report, 15 July 2007, Front page.
31 K Moudzuli, “Bok World Cup Threat,” The Citizen, 16 July 2007 , Front page & 2.
32 S Bevan, “Don’t lose vision of non-racial state, says De Klerk,” The Sunday Independent, 11 March 2007,
(Forum) p. 7.
33 B Webb, “Land reform ‘must be speeded up,” The Star, 21 May 2007, p. 6.
34 M Makhanya, “We must delve deeper into new wave of Afrikaner siege mentality,” Sunday Times, 4 February
2007, p. 28.
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The day to day situation, in the nation’s schools appear to be no different.
According to Dolby (2002)
...race is produced and reproduced in multiple sites throughout a school:
in the hallways, in the teachers’ lounge, the principal’s office, on the playing
fields, at recess or break time, in the cafeteria. This production is of course
uneven and sometimes in conflict: a school can, for instance, adopt a fiercely
antiracist policy, while an individual teacher or student can hold and perpetuate
racist views. Or, the institutional and structural apparatus of a school can
reinscribe racism, while pockets of teachers, students and parents try to forge
new practices.35

Newspaper columnist Khumalo (2003) believes that South Africa is “littered
with many other examples of racism- real or perceived, overt or subliminal.....
We cannot deny that a country that has undegone centuries of colonial
bondage and racism- racism later put into the statute books by the apartheid
oligarchy- can we become nonracial and egalitarian in just a decade.”36
In South African society, the majority of whites, according to Mkhondo
(2007) “have come to believe that racism is no longer a serious and widespread
problem. But racism continues to exist even though our constitution proclaims
this country to be non-racist and non-sexist.”37
As mentioned earlier in this paper, one of the objectives of OBE in South
Africa is to help students develop their values and attitudes. Thus, such issues
of controversy come to the forefront, what should be the response of history
and social sciences teachers? According to this researcher, the only reasonable
response would be- “How can we not address such socially relevant topics?
As teachers, “seizing the moment” and “maximizing the situation” sounds
like a better option than waiting until an issues slowly makes its way into the
textbooks in sanitized form. Some issues, of course, are transitory in naturebut it doesn’t stop it from being a concern for some. Attempting to allocated
such ventures, doesn’t necessarily imply diverting every lesson over a long
period for such activities.
This researcher, while teaching at the Lesotho College of Education during
1998, was forced to make certain pedagogical choices based on what was
happening at the time in that country. During that particular period, the
35 N Dolby, “Making White: Constructing Race in a South African School”, Curriculum Inquiry 32, 32 (1), 2002,
pp. 7-29.
36 F Khumalo, “Betwitched by racism,” This day, 13 November 2003, p. 11.
37 R Mkhondo, “Racism is alive and kicking in SA”, The Star, 22 March 2005, p. 14.
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country descended into a period of anarchy; people witnessed an incursion by
the South African military, and were affected by a perpetual shortage of basic
commodities. Within a certain window of that time, the College remained
opened and classes went on as scheduled. Nonetheless, the teachers of that
institution including myself, were made to ask what would the responsible
thing to do in that situation- follow the syllabus or seize the moment? On that
occasion, this researcher chose to seize the moment and confront controversial
and touch questions.
The renaming of South Africa’s cities, towns, highways, streets, buildings and
townships appears to conjure similar feelings. The newspaper have headlined“South Africa’s cities, towns, highways, buildings and townships are being
renamed rapidly” (Tolsi 2007)38; “‘racist anarchists’ blamed as street signs end
up in river: Potchefstroom name changes stir emotions”(Ndaba 2007)39 “Stop
distorting issue of names: Comment (Memela 2007).40
One letter to the editor of a Johannesburg newspaper, captured the mind of this
researcher in particular. A white man complained by asking why government
chooses to spend so much money on changing the name of Grahamstown,
but appears uninterested about spending money on public services like
electricity (Drakes 2007).41 The writer’s cause for anger, it would seem lies
deeper than the problem he had chosen to write about. Thus, questioning the
ways in which knowledge has been organized or how someone makes claim
to authentic knowledge, can be threatening. Nonetheless, such “stories” need
to be heard so that we see and feel the consequences of absolutist views and
change.
Addressing a controversial issue in the classroom can sometimes lead to
highlighting the wrong concerns, especially without greater use of shared
perspectives. Attacking the wrong problem never resolves the real problem.
We are called to look deeper! Reporting on “name changes” in South Africa,
Memela (2007) has said, “No one has the right, even in the name of freedom
or self-expression, to abort the programme to rewrite the history of this
country in a manner that projects and carries the names and legacy of people
38 N Tolsi, “Renaming History: South Africa’s cities, towns, highways, buildings and townships are being renamed
rapidly,” Mail and Guardin, June 29 to July 5 2007, p. 12.
39 B Ndaba, “‘racist anarchists’ blamed as street signs end up in river: Potchefstroom name changes stir emotions,”
The Star, 26 June 2007, p. 6.
40 S Memela, “Stop distorting issue of names: Comment,”The Star, 21 May 2007, p. 8.
41 H Drakes, “We need service more than we need name”: Letter to editor, The Star, 5 September 2007, p. 37.
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who paved the way for ‘the age of hope.’”42
In situations like this- every effort should be made to create a pedagogical
environment that strives to make the classroom “safe” for the exploration
of conversation (amidst biases, deep-seated feelings and vulnerabilities). It
should become an opportunity as social science and history teachers to profile
those people who’s legacy is now being remembered (Oliver Tambo, etc,);
examining the “changing of names” in other countries like India (Bombay
to Mumbai) and undertake a study on the significance of “stone blessings”,
“remembrance” and museums.
Do people intentionally beat around the bush intentionally? According to
Geschier (2005), “human beings universally have the tendency not to think
about or to build an emotional wall against painful experiences, also when
these experiences are not theirs.” According to Geischer, “laws and policies
have changed post-1994 but changing practices and attitudes remains a daily
struggle.”43
According to Njobe (1990)
The decolonisation of the thinking of formerly colonised societies through
education needs to be complimented by a similar decolonisation of the minds
of the former colonisers. Such double edged decolonisation process might
more likely bring about better understanding between formerly colonised
nations and their former colonised nations.44

How do we prepare young people to deal with racism or any other major
issue that come to the forefront? As educators, our primary responsibility
should be to teach about it and how to handle it in a pro-active way.
Apple (1999) would say, “By placing race squarely in front of us, ‘we can
challenge the state, the institutions of civil society, and ourselves as individuals
to combat the legacy of inequality and injustice inherited from the past’ and
continually reproduced in the present.”45
According to Ramsey (2005) once we are able to define racism as an
interlocking system of advantage based on race functioning at all levels- as
42 S Memela, “Stop distorting issue of names: Comment,”The Star, 21 May 2007, p. 8.
43 S Geischier, “Beyond Experience: The Mediation of Traumatic Memories in South African History Museums”,
Transformation, 59 , 2005, pp. 45-65.
44 MW Njobe, Education for Liberation, (Braamfontein: Skotaville Publishers, 1990), p. 54.
45 M Apple, The Absent Presence of Race in Educational Reform [1], Race, Ethnicity & Education, 2 (1), 1999, pp.
9-16.
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an individual, group, institutionally, and culturally, a veil is dropped. She
says that in such environment, we are made to examine the many way such
a thing impact on a person’s life. We are all affected by race and must remain
decentered.46
Margonis (2003) reports that honesty and openness in dealing with war
crimes committed in South Africa were critical steps towards avoiding a
crippling amnesia. According to him, Desmond Tutu rejected the arguments
that Afrikaners suggested that the country should simply forget the past and
move on after its painful decades of violence. “...the past, far from disappearing
or lying down and being quiet, has an embarrassing and persistent way of
returning and haunting us unless it has in fact been dealt with adequately.”47
(see also Laurence 2007).48

The way forward
•

First, look within. Ideas are incubated! Chandra (2004) calls for a
Gandhian style of self examination which would make everyone in the
classroom (teacher as well as students) to examine their own morality.
...Academic analysis for far too long has tended to be concerned with the
external world without simultaneously being turned inward. It has, thus
grappled to understand the recent resurfacing of hatred and violence that we
had innocently believed lay buried in the past. It has, almost invariably located
the problem in a guilty ‘other, rarely, if ever, in the “self.” 49

•

Attempt to understand the issue in a multitude of ways; place a ‘human
face’ on it. Acknowledge oppression and celebrate resistance. When
appropriate, make use of “personal voices”- first person narratives,
oral histories, and interviews. As teachers of the social sciences and
history, make use of pedagogies which grow and expand because of the
contributions made by all people as a community of inquirers. No person
is an island.

46 NJ Ramsay, Teaching Effectively In Racially and Culturally Diverse Classrooms, Teaching Religion and Theology,
8 (1), 2005, pp. 18-23.
47 F Margonis, “The Path of Social Amnesia and Dewey’s Democratically Commitments”, K Alston (ed), Philosophy
of Education 2003, (Urbana, Illinois: Philosophy of Education Society, 2004), pp. 296-304.
48 P Laurence, “Mbeki’s notion of what constitutes racism skewed,” The Sunday Independent, 25 March 2007, p.
5.
49 S Chandra, “Self and Multiculturalism”, J Jain (ed), Dislocations and Multiculturalisms: Essays in Homage to
Professor RK Kaul, (New Delhi: Rawat, 2004), pp 1-9.

114

Beyond cause and effects in the teaching of history

Kincheloe & Steinberg (1992) indicates “that any education worth its salt
must cause us to grapple with the critical issues of any society- including race,
class, and gender in a democratic society.”50
•

Speak forthrightly, and be willing to dialogue. Communication involves a
sincere desire to understand and be understood. Giroux (1989)51 rightly
calls upon educators to do more than prick their student’s conscience as a
part of transformative action. They are also called to dialogue and social
action.

Amongst the Basotho, when a person dies, the family is made to tell and retell
the story of how that loved one died to everyone who comes to the house till
the time of the funeral. In so doing I suspect, it helps both the listener and
the speaker to remember the past as well as to prepare for the future. That is
good historical thinking! As social sciences and history teachers, we too need
to keep telling the story.

50 J Kincheloe & S Steinberg, Changing Multiculturalism, Open University Press, (Buckingham, Philadelphia,1992),
p 58.
51 H Giroux, Border Crossings: Cultural Workers And The Politics of Education, (New York: Routledge, 1989), p
79.
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Narrating Our Healing - Perspectives on Working Through Trauma
(Cambridge Scholars Publishing, 2007)
Chris N van der Merwe and Pumla Gobodo-Madikizela
Cornelius Thomas*
Director, National Heritage
and Cultural Studies Centre
University of Fort Hare
The book, Narrating Our Healing – Perspectives on Working Through Trauma
– offers a brief foray, 106 pages making up five chapters, into South Africa’s
violent recent past which spawned a plethora of perpetrators and victims of
gross human rights violations. The authors (Van der Merwe and GododoMadikizela) posit, in this context, that narration, the telling of stories, is
essential for South Africa, as a nation, to heal itself.
Their position is that stories are not only told but also lived. That is true. But
then one must immediately ask the question what is lived when the story is
told: life itself or an imaginative or even imaginary reconstruction of life?
In their opening gambit, the authors put it that “Trauma defies language; it
resists being communicated.” They invoke Primo Levi, who referring to the
Holocaust, which he had survived, said “Our language lack words to express
this offence”. Here one is reminded of Joseph Conrad’s apt admonition,
“Words, as is well known, are the great foes of reality.” But the authors are
more hopeful and argue that only through language (words) can form be
culled from chaos and can the process of healing commence. The task at
hand, of all and of this book, then, is to find ways to tell stories meaningfully.
There is more to this process than the meaning Viktor Frankl seeks (in Man’s
Search for Meaning, 1946), they argue. They see narrative as restoring (or
providing) structure, imagining new possibilities (beyond hatred and anger),
and as healing a divided society by moving from the specific to the universal.
*

Send all Book Review contributions that fit into New Contree’s thematic specialization, either through the
journal or directly to Dr. Cornelius Thomas, NAHECS, University of Fort Hare, Private Bag X1314, Alice 5700
OR e-mail: cthomas@ufh.ac.za.
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Chapter 3, “Searching for Closure: The Crying Voice”, anchors and indeed
centres the book. Here the authors ask of the reader to listen with empathy
to the “crying voice”, because, they assert, individual and national healing
is everyone’s responsibility – an admirable if unrealistic request. They
acknowledge that sometimes wounds do not heal, but state that the voice
of the person in pain should not be stilled. It should be acknowledged, dealt
with, and then put to cathartic uses. Specifically, this chapter concerns the
pain brought by a lack of closure. Ernestina Simelane, a grieving mother, has
not found her daughter Nokuthula who had disappeared during the heady
days of 1980s South Africa. That her daughter’s body has not been found and
returned is exacerbated by the uncertainty about her (daughter’s) role at that
time – was she a freedom fighter or a collaborator? Trauma here, the authors
assert, cannot, for the absence of certainty, can only with extreme difficulty
be turned into narrative. This scenario speaks to a wider SA problematique
– that much of what led to trauma was started by impimpi (informers) and
collaborators. It was not always a clear cut case of white perpetrators and black
victims. The layer in between, wherein is found the shady machinations of
informers, has not been addressed yet. So for victims to find healing through
narration, the story would have to be fleshed out. Some perpetrators must
come forward still or must be asked by the victims to come clear. This leads
us, albeit tangentially, to necklace murderers. If the national healing Van der
Merwe and Gobodo-Madikizela clearly strive for were to take place, both the
perpetrators of necklace murderers and victims, especially the latter, must
emerge from under the crushing weight of political deference and correctness.
These aspects the authors do not address; but here too the crying voice must
be allowed to be heard. Just as Nokuthula’s story could be constructed, albeit
with some stretch, from relics held by the mother, other stories, inhabited
by unknown villains, can similarly be put together. Such reconstructed and
indeed re-imagined stories must of course be accepted as such.
They end this chapter (51) by putting it that “Forgiveness allows people to
have a new relationship with their trauma; it is a liberating act, a choice for
freedom” and that “The freedom from being captive to anger and hatred as a
result of the trauma liberates people to embark on a new journey of healing.”
Excellent.
The chapter next chapter, on “Literary Narratives and Trauma”, uses a
translated text by an Auschwitz survivor, Charlotte Delbo, who cites moving
examples of trauma and shows that memories emerge in fragments, as I do
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in Tangling the Lion’s Tale (Thomas, 2007), a narration of the police work of
one Donald Card. To the credit of the authors it must be said that they accept
such fragmentary evidence as useful.
The Theatre of Violence (Foster, Haupt, and De Beer, 2005) shows that
there are different kinds of violence, including “horizontal violence within
black communities” and recollections of such stories; Tangling the Lion’s Tale
again shows that stories are often constructed from faulty memory. Honest
reconstructions are therefore called for if true healing is to take place.
I found the final chapter peculiar. Here the text of JM Coetzee’s Disgrace
(1999) is generalized. And it doesn’t work for me. Using a white woman victim’s
trauma to arrive at understanding, narration, and belated atonement is rather
inapt and it is far-fetched. Forgiving the rapist because he had, according to
Lucy (or is it according to Coetzee?), committed the deed to avenge some
accretion of historical wrongs, are clearly questionable. There is no “innocent
scapegoat” here, only the perpetrator and the victim of a heinous crime.
This is not forgiveness leading to reconstruction and personal and national
healing; this is cardboard character bleeding heart liberal “understanding”,
false magnanimity, and incredible and imagined self-sacrifice. Annie Gagiano
in a review of Narrating for LitNet suggests that Bessie Head’s novel A Question
of Power offers a richer case for the study of trauma and working through it.
I agree, but add that Head’s own story as related by Gilian Stead Eilersen
(1995, 2007) offers an even better case study of trauma. Head’s story shows
that trauma is not simply a white perpetrator-black victim affair. Often, as in
Bessie’s case, the violence of racism is inflicted by both white and black.
If the authors intend this study to reach beyond the particular cases studies
to make a general point, I fear they might fail. The need for healing in South
Africa stems from a much wider (horizontal) and deeper (vertical) experience
than the few stories they relate. In fact, most South Africans have discarded
the painful baggage of the past and are right now engaged in the pursuit of
happiness. What to do with them?
The text acknowledges that we come to “the table of dialogue” with different
kinds of trauma. And the answer to this, for the authors, is story-telling, or
to “be bound by human sharing, by human moments that connect us”. The
authors fear what will become to individuals if they don’t work through their
trauma (using story, one can suppose). They often alternate moments of hope
(that healing is possible) with the envisioned scenario of “endlessly repeated
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conflict” (if healing is not achieved). This is dark stuff but they have merit.
One of the most important observations, near the beginning of this text (37),
that “If victims continue to wear the cloak of victim-hood, it closes language
and dialogue; but if they shed this cloak, the door is opened for engagement
with others as fellow human beings”, would have been a fitting final sentence.
In other words, those who continue to play the victim, those who use their
hurt as a weapon, actually retard the emergence of community.
Narrating Our Healing offers us useful theoretical entry points for the study
of trauma and its potential to bring about healing of the personal and private
sort. The larger tapestry of national healing however cries out for repressed
voices to be released from the suffocating gag of subtle political tyranny.
Sources
Don Foster, Paul Haupt and Marésa de Beer (eds.), The Theatre of Violence: Narratives of
Protagonists in the South African Conflict. HSRC Press, 2005.
Cornelius Thomas, Tangling the Lion’s Tale: Donald Card, from Apartheid Era Cop to
Crusader for Justice. Donald Card, 2007.
Gillian Stead Eilersen, Bessie Head: Thunder Behind Her Ears – Her Life and Writing. Wits
University Press, 2007.

Education and social transformation: An Eastern Cape study
(2006)
(University of Fort Hare Press)
L Lawrence and G Moyo (eds.)
Brian Ramadiro
Faculty of Education
University of Fort Hare
It can be argued that public perception of schooling in the Eastern Cape
is largely negative. In the public imagination schooling and education more
broadly in the province is characterised by, among other things, dismal learner
performance, poor teacher self-image and motivation, hostile relations between
the department and teacher unions, legendary administrative bungling and
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endemic corruption.
In Education and Social Transformation are essays that describe and review
a selection of attempts at education innovation in schools and communities
of the Eastern Cape. A larger purpose of this book is to cultivate educational
hope, imagination and action. Lawrence and Moyo refer to this as a vocation
of cultivating “spirit”.
To my knowledge, this is the first publicly available volume on educational
innovation and social transformation in a post apartheid Eastern Cape.
Like most socially engaged scholarship this collection of essays is a “workin-progress”, for two reasons. First, research discussed here forms part of a
larger University of Fort Hare education research programme that has now
begun to be published. Second, the practitioner-scholars represented here
have continued to think, create and work on the themes described and
reviewed in these essays, well beyond funded project work that gave them
initial impetus.
The specific focus of the book is educational innovation. It highlights
the contribution, meaning and challenges of educational innovation and
transformation in the Eastern Cape. Read as a whole, the volume succeeds
in surfacing themes essential to an understanding of the character, the
possibilities, and the limits to educational and social transformation in the
Eastern Cape.
The essays by Muthayan (chapter 1), Cole, Godden, Lawrence and
England (chapter 2) and Porteus (chapter 8) speak to a complex interaction
of widespread poverty and unemployment with continuing inequality in
educational provisioning; low and erratic organisational capacity to lead, plan,
and manage educational change in the public education system; contrasted
to the heroic efforts of some learners, caregivers, teachers, policymakers and
administrators.
Chapters 3 to 7 contains a set of descriptive and analytical case studies
exploring the role of educational innovation in: seeding sustainable school
transformation (Lawrence and Peters; Moyo); building school and community
relations (Moyo); piloting adult education programmes based on the everyday
experiences of learners (Matshazi); constructing models for teacher training,
development and support in the context of a vast rural province (Lawrence;
Adendorff, Botha, Devereux, and Sotuku); and generating new approaches to
121

New Contree, No. 54 (November 2007)

school transformation through integrated district based development models
(Moyo).
The book also points to a number of substantive issues in educational
and social theory. I reflect only on two themes that this book points to as
requiring further exploration. These themes revolve around the question of
how education itself needs to transform so that it may stand a greater chance
of making a contribution to social transformation of the Eastern Cape.
The first theme of exploration has to do with tracing the social and pedagogical
ramifications of the fact that the South African education system, like public
education systems elsewhere in the world, is run by the middle class – teachers,
administrators, and the policymakers. But the South African public schooling
system is two-tiered in historically unique ways. Educational achievement is
restricted largely to upper tier that is almost exclusively populated by middle
class children of all hues. And some of those who are responsible for quality
public schooling put their children in private education. Probably, very few
in the middle class dare to put their children in the second tier of the public
schooling system. The second tier accounts for virtually all educational
failure in the system. An essentially Bernsteinian theoretical question to be
posed here is how does the fact of social and educational inequality in post
apartheid South Africa plays itself in micro spaces such as classrooms and
its manifestation in curriculum offerings, pedagogy, assessment and learner
outcomes. Taken to their logical conclusion this is an implication of the
analyses proffered especially in chapters 1, 2, and 8 of this volume.
The second theme is connectable to the first. This theme has to do with the
possibilities and challenges of building the social and intellectual capital of
schools, communities education departments so that innovation and change
is sustainable. Part of the challenge for the Eastern Cape is educational
innovation and transformation has tended to be isolated, episodic, fragmented
and short lived. This is an issue which is dealt with at some length in chapters
3, 4, 6, 7 and 8. The strategic research and development question is what are
the possible roles of schools, universities and departments of state - in the
context of historical and social “adversity” described in chapter 2 - to support
communities to build what Dani Nabudere calls “their own local institutions
of learning and action”.
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Democracy compromised: Chiefs and the politics of land in South
Africa
Lungisile Ntsebeza
(Cape Town: HSRC Press, 2006, x +297pp.
ISBN 0 7969 2130 X)
Bhekithemba Richard Mngomezulu
Cape Peninsula University of Technology
Lungisile Ntsebeza has made a name for himself in academic circles – both in
South Africa and abroad – through his courage in tackling topical issues and
his scholarly engagement with some sensitive topics. He presents his views on
land and the role of traditional leadership institutions in a democracy with
brevity. Different stakeholders throughout the African continent generally
concede that traditional leaders are part and parcel of modern governance and
therefore cannot be ignored. Consequently, the debate is gradually shifting
from whether or not they should be retained in a democracy to how they could
function in the modern system of governance. However, Ntsebeza questions
the very notion of incorporating the institution of traditional leadership in a
democracy. For him, traditional leadership and democracy are antithetical to
each other. Implicit in this submission is that traditional and democratically
elected leaders cannot co-exist.
Ntsebeza’s overall argument is encapsulated in the title of his work Democracy
Compromised. In essence, he argues that resuscitating traditional leaders in
modern governance wittingly or unwittingly compromises democracy. He
bases this trajectory on the fact that these leaders are not elected into positions
of power but assume such positions by virtue of birth and are therefore not
accountable to anyone. Ntsebeza’s work presents another angle from which
the current process of redefining the role of traditional leaders in post-colonial
and post-apartheid Africa could be viewed. Contrary to the resolution of a
recent international conference held in Durban (25-26 October 2007) that
there must be a continental approach to the question of redefining the role
of traditional leaders in a democracy, Ntsebeza’s work argues that it is not
necessary to entertain such a thought in the first place if democracy is to
survive.
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To be sure, Ntsebeza argues from a well informed position and is not
apologetic about the views he espouses. He states that his book “is about
traditional authorities in a democracy” (p.3). He uses the Xhalanga District
as an avenue to enter into a bigger debate regarding the possible coexistence
between traditional and democratically elected leaders both in the South African
and broader African contexts. Ntsebeza analyses the Traditional Leadership
and Governance Framework Act and the Communal Land Rights Act, both
promulgated in 2003, as well as the South African Constitution. He then
contends that “upholding a Constitution that enshrines democratic principles
in the Bill of Rights, whilst acknowledging a political and developmental
role, or roles, for un-elected and unaccountable traditional authorities…is
inconsistent and contradictory” (pp.15-16).
Ntsebeza’s familiarity with a number of key debates regarding the issue
of traditional leadership and democracy is evident. This is reflected in his
succinct summary of those debates (pp.17-31). He is also well informed about
the chronology regarding the evolvement of the institution of traditional
leadership and the changes that characterised different historical moments
such as colonialism, indirect rule and apartheid.
But what distinguishes Democracy Compromised from other works on the
same topic is the manner in which Ntsebeza portrays traditional leaders.
Instead of presenting them as freedom fighters who were at the vanguard of the
liberation struggle, he views them as accomplices of the colonial interlopers.
The two Acts passed in 2003 are generally applauded for defining the role of
traditional leaders in a democratic South Africa. Ntsebeza blames these Acts
for taking the country backwards. He attacks the Communal Land Rights
Act for “effectively resuscitating the powers they enjoyed under the notorious
Bantu Authorities Act of 1951 which was introduced by the apartheid
regime” (p.14). He goes on to say that traditional leaders joined hands
with the apartheid state to exercise control over black rural communities.
Consequently, when black resistance re-emerged in the late 1980s and early
1990s in the rural areas, “the target was often Tribal Authorities and the issue
was the authoritarian and despotic nature of these authorities particularly
with regard to land allocation” (p.14). This presents traditional leaders as
anti-democracy. Therefore, looking at the situation from this vintage point
Ntsebeza tacitly argues that it would be impossible for traditional leaders to
promote democracy, a system that would potentially deprive them of their
despotic powers.
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In conclusion, Ntsebeza’s work is timely, not because the views he espouses
can easily be implemented but because it takes a different trajectory. It is views
such his that will enable African leaders to think carefully as they embark
on the relentless and tedious journey towards finding a place for traditional
leaders in post-colonial and post-apartheid governance in Africa.
There is no doubt whatsoever that Ntsebeza has amassed knowledge on
this subject. He articulates his thesis boldly and buttresses his submission by
referring to evident and conspicuous contradictions. But to what extent can
the arguments advanced in Democracy Compromised be implemented in postapartheid South Africa? This is the most intriguing question Ntsebeza’s work
forces the reader to ruminate about.
Basically there are two parallel issues at play here. On the one hand is a call to
work towards an ideal situation whereby the democratic ethos and democratic
principles would be entrenched in the minds of all stakeholders so that there
could be no (South) African conception of democracy that accommodates
un-elected traditional leaders. This is the call Democracy Compromised is
making. On the other hand is an appeal for a pragmatic approach to the
conceptualisation of democracy. This view can be gauged both in the 1996
South African Constitution and in the two Acts enacted in 2003.
By all accounts, Ntsebeza’s argument has merits. Not only is it logical, it
is also aptly substantiated. However, it would be intractable to implement
it for a variety of reasons. For example, before assuming power, the ANC
was portrayed as an organization that was opposed to traditional leaders.
To counter this portrayal, the ANC made public pronouncements that the
institution of traditional leadership would have a place in its government.
The establishment of the Congress of Traditional Leaders of South Africa
(CONTRALESA) and the House of Traditional Leaders (HTL) was a way of
dissuading those who were using the uncertainty of traditional leaders about
their future to score political points. The two Acts enacted in 2003 derived
from this political context.
Moreover, South Africa is not the first country to face the debate regarding the
fate of traditional leaders in a democracy. Other African countries tried in vain
to abolish them. Ntsebeza acknowledges this reality thus: “Studies conducted
in countries such as Mozambique, for example, reveal that despite
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attempts by various post-colonial governments to marginalize and even
abolish traditional authorities, the latter remained a force that could not be
ignored when multiparty democracy and decentralisation were introduced in
the early 1990s” (p.16). So, the will to abolish the institution of traditional
leadership and the inability to do so continue to wrestle with each other for
supremacy.
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