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EDITORIAL
For the July 2017 issue of New Contree no less than four articles deal with
specific groups of people – you will read about the hippie counter culture
in Cape Town (an interesting and captivating contribution by Albert
Grundlingh); the British Coloureds in Sophia Town (based on thorough
research by Charmaine Hlongwane); the historiographically valuable piece
on the Tembe tribe of Maputo Bay (presented by Mandla Mathebula) and
then also an informative and critical deliberation on the two cousins: the
Netherlands and Afrikaner nationalists (by Patrick Furlong). Sudré Havenga
and Andre Wessels slightly change the “group” focus when exchanging
information on the money history of the former Republic of the Free State
since the mid ninety century up to 1902. That the Free State never had
their own coinage but at least since 1865 the well-known “blue backs” paper
money (on blue paper) shimmers a very valuable part of daily economic life
and culture that contribute to an understanding of the economic trading
practises of the time.
Eight book reviews are included, of which three covers personalities in
different research and writing genres, namely Paul Kruger’s speeches; an
autobiography of Hermann Giliomee and Harold Wolpe’ critical views
of apartheid. Then four reviews informs on issues or/and phenomena of
states, regions and places. They are TV Bulpin’s aged, but valued work on
the golden Republic; Karel Schoeman’s contribution on the Dutch East
Indian Company’s last years of administration in the Cape; Michael Bratton’s
Zimbabwe and violent power politics and lastly a history of West Africa
before the colonial era by Basil Davidson. The Zulu kingdom of the Shaka
era by Elizabeth Eldredge, in which the role of women is accentuated more,
is a valuable and welcomed refreshed view on Shaka and the Zulu kingdom.
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The riddle of Rosalind Ballingall: Poster girl for hippie
counterculture in Cape Town in the late 1960s
Albert Grundlingh*
Stellenbosch University
amgrund@sun.ac.za

Abstract
This article examines the short-lived hippie phenomenon in Cape Town during
the late 1960s through the lens of the disappearance of a young woman from the
University of Cape Town in the Knysna forests in 1969. It seeks to explain the
dynamics of a particular kind of emerging culture and the way it was infused by
public mystifications and conceptions of hippies. In doing so it has two aims in
mind, namely to account for an apparent historical puzzle and to cast light on a
largely forgotten dimension of white social history.
Commenting on the fate of the 20-year-old University of Cape Town (UCT)
student, Rosalind Ballingall who had vanished in the vicinity of the Knysna
forests in the southern Cape on 12 August 1969, a police officer Major FJ du
Toit felt justified in saying two weeks later: “I am sure Rosalind is still alive”.1
He made this statement after an exhaustive search by his men, but one which
still had to yield firm evidence on Rosalind’s possible whereabouts.
This article looks at the immediate circumstances of Rosallind’s disappearance
and by implication why Du Toit could make such a confident statement.
Its main analytical thrust, however, is the wider dynamics of an emerging
counterculture mainly among certain UCT students and the way in which
these developments informed the Ballingall case. Moreover, a particularly
salient issue is the process, which for a brief period elevated Rosalind to an
almost iconic figure, representing wider social concerns irrespective of her
actual role and own misgivings at the time.
In contrast to the surfeit of books on American counterculture in the late
1960s, South Africa has been less well served.2 This is not all that surprising.
Apart from the fact that South Africa was largely on the margins of what
happened elsewhere, its historiography has been so dominated by apartheid
related issues that white social history and especially developments which
*
1
2

Apart from those mentioned in footnotes I need to thank Gustav Hendrich and Annas Coetzee for research
assistance and Charles van Onselen for his usual incisive remarks on a draft version of this piece.
Anon., “I am sure Rosalind is still alive”, Cape Times, 26 August 1969.
K Melville, Communes in the counter culture: Origins, theories, styles of life (William Morrow and Company,
New York, 1987); T Miller, Counterculture and American values (University of Tennessee Press, Knoxville),
2011; P Braunstein and M Doyle (eds.), Imagine nation: The American counterculture of the 1960s and 1970s
(London, 2002); DJ Sherman, R van Dijk, J Alinder, A Neesh (eds.), The long 1968: Revisions and new
perspectives (Indiana University Press, Bloomington, 2013).
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lurked below the surface have, with some notable exceptions, not been
accorded nearly the same attention.3
Image 1: A press photo of Rosalind Ballingall

Source: Scope, 23 June 1972.

Disappearance
Rosalind was born on 30 December 1948 in Lusaka in what was at the time
Northern Rhodesia, currently Zambia. Her father, Horace, was involved in
the management of the mining industry and later moved to Johannesburg
as a senior executive of Barlow Rand Mines. The family – consisting of her
mother, Elspeth, and a sister, Miranda as well as a brother, resided in the
wealthy suburb of Northcliff.4
Rosalind matriculated in 1966 in Johannesburg, but before that also had
a spell of schooling in the United Kingdom. She only enrolled at UCT in
1969; what she did in the two intervening years after matric is not known.
She registered for a Performers’ Diploma in Speech and Drama. Her younger
3

4

See however H Lund, “Hippies, radicals and the sounds of silence; Cultural dialectics at two South African
universities, 1966 -1976”, Lund focused predominantly on the University of the Witwatersrand and what used to
be the University of Natal. Specifically on this topic N Schafer has produced an outstanding DVD and elaborated
on this in an informative long essay, “Memory, time and place in the Ballad of Rosalind Ballingall”, A written
explication of the film, Master in Film and Television Production, University of Cape Town, 2005. For an analysis
of another youth phenomenon – the so-called “ducktails” in the 1950s – see K Mooney, “Identities in the ducktail
youth subculture in Post-World- War –Two South Africa, Journal of Youth Studies, 8(1), pp. 41-57.
University of Cape Town Registration Records, Rosalind Ballingall (I am indebted to Howard Philips who kindly
provided me with this information); Anon., “Is Rosalind still alive and well?”; Scope, 23 June 1972, unpaginated.
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sister, Miranda had arrived at UCT before her in 1968, and studied English,
French and Psychology. Rosalind gave her address in Cape Town as 4 Chester
House, Chester Road, Rondebosch (her sister stayed elsewhere).5
She did not stay in Rondebosch for longer than a couple of months at most
and then moved to what was at the time a less salubrious part of the city,
Cobern Street in De Waterkant, Green Point. De Waterkant was a “grey”
area in an increasingly apartheid zoned city with the demolition of District
Six as a prime example. De Waterkant’s inhabitants were mixed: poor white
Afrikaners, coloured people, Muslim shopkeepers, illegal immigrants and
an assortment of down at heel people on the fringes of society. It was into
this area that certain left wing UCT students drifted, some drop-outs, others
not, with a growing number subscribing to an unconventional lifestyle in
terms of dress, drug use and freer sexual relations. Coupled with this was a
philosophical bent purporting to be deep reflections on the meaning of life.6
Cobern Street in fact, as one inhabitant later recalled “was gaining notoriety
as a hippie ghetto and was assuming the mantle of Cape Town’s version of San
Francisco’s Haight- Ashbury district as one of the more prominent not to say
infamous haunts of the emerging hippie culture”.7 Mrs Elspeth Ballingall had
indeed visited her daughter in Cobern Street and with the defensive concern
of a middle class mother later commented:8
She [Rosalind] found a house – admittedly not in the best part of town – for
herself and a few fellow students. They painted it out and were as pleased as
punch with it. I suppose a few hippy types did turn up there, Rosalind being a
honeypot and terribly kind, would not have turned them away.

Although the mother clearly downplayed the hippie dimension, she certainly
knew her daughter’s temperament as others also commented on Rosalind’s
“emotional generosity” and that she was “very gentle and very obsessive in her
attachments”.9

5
6
7
8
9

University of Cape Town Registration Records, Rosalind Ballingall; R Greig, “In forests”, unpaginated (R Greig
kindly provided with a copy of this manuscript).
J Oakley Smith, “Let there be no sadness of farewell” (Manuscript, Undated), p. 1 (J Oakley Smith kindly
provided me with a copy of this manuscript).
J Oakley Smith, “Let there be no sadness of farewell” (Manuscript, Undated), p. 9.
R Marsh, Unsolved mysteries of Southern Africa (Struik, Cape Town, 1994), p. 54.
R Greig, “In forests” (available at http:/www.gorrybowestaytaylorlor.co.za/reviews/287/in-forests-robert-greig.,
as accessed on 14 April 2016); Email: M Dickman (Fellow student)/N Schafer (Author), April 2004; N Schafer,
“Memory, time and place in the Ballad of Rosalind Ballingall”, A written explication of the film..., p. 26.
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Rosalind at six feet (1.82) meters tall, with reddish ginger hair tinged with
blonde streaks and prominent cheekbones and blue green eyes, also cut a
striking figure. A friend described her as “an amazing woman who was
extremely beautiful in a post-Raphaelite way... ”.10 Her attractive appearance
though was not sufficient cover for a sense of insecurity. Riddled with apparent
inner tensions she at times sought to escape from reality through drug use. A
contemporary of Rosalind who studied Drama with her later recalled that he
“was struck by the outset how shy and ‘distant’ she always appeared (as if she
was living constantly behind a ‘veil’)”. Initially he thought she was “simply
self-conscious and it was only later that other students told me that she spent
a lot of time ‘high’”. 11
During the first days of August 1969, the world weighed heavily on the
shoulders of the young woman. She had become deeply depressed, one of
her lecturers later remembered.12 Rosalind had earlier participated in two
productions, “M” an avant garde ballet performance consisting of three pieces
and a drama called Pantagleize which underlined the fickleness of revolutionary
movements. In “M” the producer, Tessa Marwick later recalled that Rosalind
had thrown herself “unreservedly” into the production. Marwick also had high
praise for Rosalind’s abilities: “she had integrity in her theatre presence and
a somewhat dreamy way of moving and was always willing to try something
new.”13 In Pantagleize she played a smaller part as a prompter. 14 Earlier the
year there was some unhappiness in the drama circles at UCT because students
were often denied lead roles with preference being given to more experienced
outside actors.15 Whether this was also the case with Pantagleize is not known.
After her starring role in “M”, she might nevertheless have felt slighted to
have only been allocated a bit part. Her friends stated that she had started
to lose faith in her acting talent.16 Moreover, the theme of Pantagleize with
its emphasis on the futility of dramatic change and dire speculations on the
future might have further added to her already gloomy outlook and perhaps
contributed to a generalised sense of anxiety further heightened by the lows
brought on by drug dependency.
10 Email: M Dickman/N Schafer, April 2004, N Schafer, “Memory, time and place...”, A written explication of the
film..., p. 26.
11 Email: P Slabolepszy (Fellow student)/A Grundlingh (Author), 30 November 2016.
12 Evidence of J Singer (Lecturer), interview, N Schafer (in DVD), “The Ballad of Rosalind Ballingall”, 2005.
13 Email: T Marwick (Producer)/A Grundlingh (Author), 19 September 2016.
14 Anon., “Cult that fears Armageddon”, Cape Argus, 23 April 1969.
15 Letter: C Curtis (Student), Varsity, 23 April 1969.
16 Anon., “Cult that fears Armageddon”, Cape Argus, 23 April 1969.
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While she was in this state of mind, two acquaintances, Sasja Sergiev and
his companion Tanya Geffin invited Rosalind to join them for a break at
a cottage in a place called Fisantehoek in the Knysna forests. Such retreats
into nature away from the influences of the city were a common feature of
hippie counterculture in America.17 Sasja was well travelled and prominent in
Cape Town alternative culture. He hailed from the Ukraine, had played the
oboe in the classical orchestra of the Soviet Union and also had training as
a homeopathic veterinarian. While on a concert tour to Western Europe, he
sought political asylum in Holland and eventually obtained a stateless person’s
passport from the Swiss government. He then worked his way down to Cape
Town. Aged about 30 years and known for his exotic clothes and curly mop
of hair, reminiscent of the well-known folksinger Bob Dylan, Sasja ran a small
shop and was well recognised as a saxophone player. He had established easy
relationships with younger people and was empathetically inclined towards
troubled souls. Not without a certain bohemian charm, he had gained a
reputation as Prince of the Hippies.18
Upon their arrival at Fisantehoek on 11 August, they had lunch with
neighbours and amongst other topics spent some time discussing passages
in the book of Revelations in the Bible dealing with the end of the world
prophecies.19 It might seem to have been a rather odd lunchtime discussion,
but according to rumour some explored the imponderable topic further
during a drug session at night. Be that as it may, on 12 August Rosalind
left the cottage at nine in the morning, dressed simply in jeans, a jersey and
sandals. She carried a Bible and told her friends that she is going for a walk.
The last people she spoke to were two of the coloured staff. She asked the
domestic for directions to a church and the gardener then saw her crossing the
lawn, entering a grove of trees and disappearing into the forest.20
Significantly in psychiatric terms, given Rosalind’s depressive state and
possible drug use at the time, it is not inconceivable though conjectural that
she went into what is medically described as a fugue state – an altered level of
consciousness linked to depression and stress which may cause the individual to
17 KM Mercer, “The farm: A hippie commune as a countercultural diaspora” (Unpublished postgraduate essay,
University of Central Florida, 2012), p. 61; J Suri, “The rise and fall of an international counterculture, 19601975”, DJ Sherman, R van Dijk, J Alinder and A Aneesh (eds.), The long 1969: Revisions and new perspectives
(Indiana Press, Bloomington, 2013), p. 95.
18 J Oakley Smith, “Let there be no sadness of farewell” (Manuscript, Undated), p. 16.
19 Anon., “Is Rosalind still alive and well?”, Scope, 23 June 1972.
20 R Marsh, Unsolved mysteries..., p. 53; J Oakley Smith, “Let there be no sadness of farewell” (Manuscript,
Undated); Anon., “Is Rosalind still alive and well?”, Scope, 23 June 1972.
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wander from home for periods at end.21 Rosalind’s friends were not particularly
worried when she has not returned within a few hours as she had been known
to go off on her own at times.22 The fact that it was not her first disappearance
adds a further layer to the possibility of a fugue state, yet even that cannot in the
absence of other supporting evidence be regarded as conclusive.
It was only when it became dark that her friends started to show some concern.
Even then, they left it until the following morning before they alerted the
authorities thinking that there was no point in calling the police out at night. In
the meantime, it had begun to rain which made it difficult for the tracker dogs
to pick a scent. Valuable time has been lost.23 Matters were not simplified when
the police tasked to question people came upon Sasja at the backdoor of the
cottage playing a flute, trying to entice Rosalind back. To the investigating officers
this must have appeared surreal. Sasja was taken to Oudtshoorn, the district
headquarters, for interrogation and was only released after three weeks when the
police were convinced that he could not provide any useful information. That this
was no ordinary case became apparent when three other longhaired male friends
of Rosalind arrived in Knysna in a purple beach buggy, dressed in ponchos and
to the astonishment of the solid citizens of the town started beating on drums
and playing on bagpipes. They might in their own way have tried to connect
with Rosalind, but the locals could only describe them as “strange aliens”.24 More
serious than this side-show was that there was a delay in informing Rosalind’s
parents about her disappearance as Sasja and Tanja were not too sure about her
surname.25 Once the distraught parents reached Knysna they immediately set
about assisting the police as far as possible.
On top of it, the search was complicated by thick undergrowth in the forest
which in places were almost impenetrable. Police dogs found it difficult to
traverse the terrain. “You need a tortoise to follow a track”, an exasperated
police officer commented, “and then it had to be a small tortoise”.26
If Rosalind had found herself in the forest, she would have had similar
problems. A fictional account, though not improbable, gave a graphic
21 Email: R Kaplan (Forensic psychiatrist with an interest in History)/A Grundlingh (Author), 13 October 2016.
22 Anon., “Is Rosalind still alive and well?”, Scope, 23 June 1972.
23 Anon., “Is Rosalind still alive and well”? Scope, 23 June 1972; “Into the forest with a Bible”, Oudtshoorn Courant,
20 August 1969.
24 Anon., “Riddle of Rosalind still unsolved”, Cape Argus, 27 September 1969; J Oakley Smith, “Let there be no
sadness of farewell” (Manuscript, Undated), p. 18; Anon., “Misdaadreeks: Meisie verwyn spoorloos”, Servamus,
30 November 1994.
25 Anon., Cape Argus, 27 September 1969; “Riddle of Rosalind still unsolved” Servamus, 30 November 1994.
26 Anon., “Ballet-danseres soek in Knysna-woud” (Translated), Die Burger, 16 August 1969.
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description of what she might have experienced:27
Her walk is inconclusive. She is not going anywhere and is uncertain what
she has come from. Because the forest is enclosed and overgrown, having few
tracks, vegetation dictates direction. Paths record the drift of water or small
delicate animals – duikers perhaps – rather than human purpose... . She walks
through the minor clearings... . She goes through or around the dense shrub;
with the punctilious dipping of the tall, she passes beneath the branches. Light
is dim, sky implicit.

The police, assisted by some local people, combed the difficult terrain for
days on end but to no avail. Eventually Horace Ballingall had to come to the
grim conclusion that the forest had been meticulously searched to a depth far
beyond that which his lightly clad daughter could have reached.28
Although the search focused on the forest, there was another possibility that
Rosalind did not actually enter deep into the forest, but found her way to the
National Road which was about 6 km from Fisantehoek. If that had happened,
the possibility existed that she might still have been alive somewhere. Various
leads were followed up and her parents also implored Rosalind in the press to
contact them.29 All of this was in vain. On 26 August, the search was officially
called off and the case was deemed closed until there was sufficient further
information to re-open it.
Whether Rosalind fell, injured herself and perished in the forest, or whether
she was murdered or committed suicide one would not know; nor whether in
perhaps taking to the main road, she had met with some mishap. The fact that
the body was not found only fuelled speculation. One sceptical line of thought
on her whereabouts, discounted by the police, was that it was just “a prank”
and that her reappearance was being “hushed” up.30 Nevertheless, with so many
variables it is understandable why Major du Toit as we have noted earlier, could
not rule out the possibility that she might still have been alive somewhere.
The saga had one final twist. In 1986, a skeleton with badly faded and
mouldy women’s clothing was found about 5 kilometres from Fisantehoek
in the forest. Speculation was once again rife that this might have been the
remains of Rosalind, but the tests revealed that the deceased was older than
27 R Greig, “In forests”, Manuscript, unpaginated.
28 Anon., “Come back plea to Rosalind”, Cape Times, 21 August 1969; “I am sure Rosalind is still alive –
policeman”, Cape Times, 26 August 2016.
29 Anon., “Come back plea to Rosalind”, Cape Times, 21 August 1969.
30 Anon., “Clairvoyant sees Rosalind in a remote mountain hut”, Oudtshoorn Courant, 17 September 1969.
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what Rosalind would have been and that she was also shorter and suffered
from arthritis.31 Later in the same year that the discovery was made, the
Cape High Court officially declared Rosalind “presumed dead”. This was in
response to the execution of the Ballingall estate as Horace had died in 1980
and Elspeth in 1984 and a policy made out in the name of Rosalind had to
be paid out.32
Whilst Rosalind’s ultimate fate remains shrouded in mystery, her
disappearance and the ensuing press interest at the time did open up a lens on
the context from which she had emerged in Cape Town and which helped to
shape her lifestyle and outlook at a particular juncture in her young life. At
the same time, it provides a glimpse into a dimension of social history which
historians hitherto have not explored.
Hippie culture
The late 1960s were marked by the gradual emergence of a counterculture
at the UCT. Although there is no evidence that Rosalind was an overtly
politically conscious person, she did arrive at the UCT campus in the
aftermath of a spike in political activity.
On the formal political front, inspired in part by an awareness of student
revolts in Europe and America, but prompted more specifically by the nonappointment of Archie Mafeje, a black anthropologist to the UCT staff in
1968. A core of some 200 students staged a sit-in to protest against what they
regarded as an inadequate response of the university authorities to defy the
government’s apartheid decree of not allowing black people to be appointed
to university teaching staff. Leading the protest was Raphael Kaplinski,
described by a contemporary as a “red diaper baby””, born to immigrant
eastern European parents committed to the hard left with his older brothers
being involved in the banned South African Communist Party.33 UCT
authorities, under pressure from the National Party government refused to
concede to the demands of the students. Yet for some of the participants
the protest was a significant occasion as they not only received support from
student bodies abroad but also experienced a sense of intellectual liberation.
31 Anon., “Death of a hiker” (available at https://hooflyn, Wordpress.com, “Mense verdwyn”, as accessed on 18
April 2016), Weekend Argus, 14 December 1991.
32 Anon., “Vermiste student na 17 jaar dood verklaar”, Die Burger, 31 July 1986.
33 Email: K Hughes (Student activist at the time)/A Grundlingh (Author), 6 April 2016. On Mafeje, see also L
Ntsebeza, “The Mafeje and the UCT saga; unfinished business?”, Social Dynamics, 40(2) June 2014, pp. 274-288.

8

The riddle of Rosalind Ballingall, New Contree, 78, July 2017, pp. 1-23

One former student later recalled: “Alternative lectures were organised on
the stairs. We got a newspaper up and running. In one fell swoop we had
thrown off our mental shackles. At least were not some isolated racist outpost
of empire but part of an international student movement. And the times they
were really a changing!”34
In 1968 it was difficult to predict exactly what form change would take,
if at all, but the Mafeje affair did represent a marker in student politics and
also fed more surreptitiously into an embryonic counterculture. It was also a
period which saw the emergence of eccentric individuals attracting a semi-cult
following. One such person was Ben Dekker, also known as Big Ben Dekker,
a tall muscular and self-styled hippie. He was born in 1941 from newly
arrived Dutch immigrants and grew up in East London. He was employed as
a forest worker after finishing school and then enrolled at Rhodes University
for a BA degree in Psychology and Philosophy. Upon leaving Rhodes he often
lived rough, frequently hitchhiking through what was the Transkei and going
wherever he fancied. In the late 1960s, Dekker had left the Eastern Cape
and found himself in Cape Town where he enrolled part time at UCT whilst
working as an actor and lightning technician. A contemporary recalled that
he was “‘a presence’ – silent, mysterious, aloof – one always wondered what
was going on inside that head of his”.35
Dekker somewhat surprisingly also dabbled in formal politics and in 1970
went so far as to oppose Sir De Villiers Graaff, leader of the United Party
and the official parliamentary opposition, in the general election in the
Rondebosch East constituency. With a catchy slogan, “Stem lekker, Stem
Dekker” (Vote well, vote Dekker), and avant garde political opinions which
included the hippie rallying cry to the effect of “love, justice and freedom”
he certainly gained considerable attention. In addition his call for “one
person one vote” was at the time beyond the realm of regular party political
discourse.36 Some years later Graaff recalled that Dekker was “almost without
any organisation and fought an extraordinary campaign”. For publicity
34 M Plant, UCT, 1968 (available at https://martinplaut.wordpress.com/2011/9/01/the-1968-revolution-reachescape-town/Accessed, as accessed on 4 April 2016); J Daniel and P Vale, “1968 and South Africa: Where were we
looking?”, P Gassert and M Klimke (eds.), 1968: Memories and legacies of a global revolt (Washington, German
Historical Institute, 2009), pp. 135-146.
35 Email: P Slabolepszy/A Grundlingh, 30 November 2016.
36 On Ben Dekker, see G McCann (compiler), Ben Dekker: Larger than life (Groep 7 Drukkers, 2013), pp. 98-100; B
Dekker, Am I alive? (Self published, 1970); B Dekker, Sewentig, 4 (Photocopied magazine in Stellenbosch University
Archives), 28 April 1970; “Die verkiesing se raarste kandidaat”, Die Huisgenoot, 6 February 1970; F Mouton, Iron in
the soul. The leaders of the parliamentary opposition in South Africa, 1910-1993 (Protea, Pretoria, 2017), p. 102.
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purposes, he challenged Graaff to a swimming race to Robben Island. He
also obtained a fruit vendor’s flat barrow as a platform to speak from or just
to recline in various parts of Rondebosch. Dekker’s antics had according to
Graaff nothing more than nuisance value.37 Whilst Dekker might have been a
maverick candidate mocking an all white election, he did attract some hippie
student voters who otherwise would not have come close to a polling booth.
Their support was at least sufficient for him to retain his deposit.
Dekker was clearly more at home amongst the hippies of Cape Town than
the staid voters of Rondebosch. His philosophical musings spoke with intent
to those souls searching for a fresh departure: he claimed that in order for
civilization to be renewed in a creative way, culture and all its moral codes
had to be interrogated with revolutionary zeal.38 It was probably precisely his
standing in the local hippie community that might have prompted Elspeth
Ballingall to contact Dekker in case he had some information on Rosalind.
They had a telephone conversation and Dekker went so far as to claim that
she was still alive but that it was not for him to reveal her whereabouts.39 This
was similar to the argument used by other acquaintances of her; that it would
be “an affront to her right to decide for herself if they should attempt to find
her”.40 Such hippie-speak might have wished to convey a sense of respect, but
on all other counts it was entirely misconceived. Alternatively, perhaps they
just thought they knew, but were in reality oblivious.
Counterculture at UCT and off campus had various dimensions and levels
of involvement. Apart from emerging serious student politicians there were,
one contemporary recalled, “quite a number of youngsters, who had no
serious political commitment or philosophy, but who came along for the ride”
at political gatherings. Then there were those who “dropped out of regular
careers or training for careers in order to pursue the arts or more frequently,
oriental religion or meditation. Some wandered abroad and joined hippie
or New Age or feminist communes in the UK or USA. And some were just
eccentrics or misfits – a few developed serious drug dependency, and a few
committed suicide or landed up long-term in psychiatric institutions”.41
Another contemporary pointedly remarked on this lifestyle that the only way

37
38
39
40
41

D-V Graaff, Div looks back: The memoirs of Sir De Villiers Graaff (Human and Rousseau, Cape Town, 1993), p. 220.
B Dekker, Sewentig, 4..., 8 April 1970.
Anon., “Is Roasalind alive and well?”, Scope, 23 June 1972.
Anon., “Is she on the Rand - or buried in a forest grave?”, Sunday Times, 3 May 1970.
Email: K Hughes/A Grundlingh, 6 April 2016.
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some could survive financially was through “family trust funds or wealthy
daddies”.42
In terms of word views, there was a range of positions. One was an embryonic
rejection of apartheid, without actually elaborating on it, and a general
rejection of “kragdadigheid” (forcefulness) in the maintenance of the system.
More pertinent and pervasive was the notion of the “politics of consciousness”,
heightened by drugs and rock and roll music and coupled with a greater
awareness of the nature of human interaction on the basis of class, race and
gender. A corollary of this was born-again Buddhism, which tied up with a
denunciation of formal western psychiatry. Likewise, art was refigured and
art criticism became more incisive. All of this, as one participant explained,
“was slowly exploding in isolated heads and groups, some overlapping”. By
the early 1970s these positions were more generally articulated, but in 1969
they were only emerging and were “lonely stuff in many respects” and much
of it was “free-floating”. “You have to understand”, it was explained further,
“a little where we were, so to speak, and where that was, was a revolution
that had very little to do with politics. We were rather hoping that the world
would get its shit together”.43 In summing all of this up none other than
Ben Dekker had to admit that the hippies failed to achieve much apart from
introducing a new lifestyle and colourful clothing.44
The movement, such as it was, suffered from its distance from the main
sources abroad and almost had to invent their own version of what constituted
counterculture. “Hippiedom” as one former member of the clan later recalled,
“was not indigenous to Africa and we were making it up as we went along... .”
With the benefit of hindsight, he questioned the dynamics of their movement:45
No matter how much we believed that we were part of a worldwide revolution
that would sweep away all that was restrictive and benighted, our hippiedom was
ultimately an impersonation. No matter how much we nodded in assent at the
profundity of the writings of Doctor Timothy Leary, Alan Watts, Alduous Huxley
or Marshall MacLuhan [hippie gurus], we were never destined to be the tributary
of the great mythical crashing of the river of youth liberation. Since tomorrow
did’nt often come into many people’s calculations, if it occurred to us at all we did
not dwell on the possibility that we may have been pursuing a mirage.

42 K Gottschalk/A Grundlingh, 6 April 2016 (Keith Gottschalk was an activist in the late 1960s).
43 Email: G Hugo (Fellow student)/N Schafer (Author), August 2005; N Schafer, “Memory, time and place...”, A
written explication of the film..., p. 3.
44 Anon., “Ben Dekker- die verkiesing se raarste kandidaat”, Die Huisgenoot, 6 February 1970.
45 J Oakley Smith, “Let there be no sadness of farewell” (Manuscript, Undated), p. 4.
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With searing honesty, he also commented on the ambiguities in the
movement:46
Hippies in our limited exposure to the few we knew, were almost exclusively
white. We purported to despise wealth and materialism though we wanted to
live comfortably, to have enough money and plenty of clothes. In fact many of
us were from middle class backgrounds and clandestinely admired the rich white
American hippies of whom we had read in Time magazine. We secretly yearned
to be part of the Jet Set or, or even better, the Beautiful People, but altruism was
only part of it. To be cool, rich, clever, famous and beautiful simultaneously
would have been the ultimate state of being, for so much we knew then.

It was within this diffuse, fragmented, topsy-turvy and confused world of novel
and cross-cutting influences that Rosalind Ballingall found herself and sought to
make sense of that which enveloped her. What she did was to gravitate towards
a semi-religious fringe group which called themselves the Cosmic Butterfly.
Already in May 1969, well before Rosalind’s disappearance, there were
indications on UCT campus of a sense of disenchantment with organised
religion. Under the rubric of “Christianity and radical thought”, received
wisdoms were being questioned. The idea of a towering omnipotent other
worldly Supreme Being – labelled dismissively as a “fuddy duddy God”- was
rejected. The need for a radical rethink was emphasised, focusing not on the
afterlife, but on the here and now.47
The Cosmic Butterfly – the singular was used to indicate a sense of
consciousness animated by nothing more than the apparent effortless flitting
of a single butterfly from one object to another48 - certainly pushed the
boundaries and was widely believed to have been established during a lengthy
hallucinogenic rave in a dilapidated, squalid nook of Rondebosch, called “The
Burrows.”49 The numbers of those who attended the meetings varied from
about 40 to 100 interested people, with a core group of not many more than
12. One of the gurus of the group was Rob Harding, a student and another
was Mike Dickman, a guitarist and art student who reputedly lived off a
generous allowance of his widowed mother. They were both close to Rosalind
who had gained a reputation as a high priestess of the group.50
46
47
48
49
50

J Oakley Smith, “Let there be no sadness of farewell” (Manuscript, Undated), p. 4.
Anon., “Christianity and radical thought”, Varsity, 14 May 1969.
N Schafer, “Memory, time and place...”, A written explication of the film..., p. 10.
J Oakley Smith, “Let there be no sadness of farewell” (Manuscript, Undated), p. 15.
Anon., “Is Rosalind alive and well?”; Scope, 23 June 1972; J Oakley Smith, “Let there be no sadness of farewell”
(Manuscript, Undated), p. 14.
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What made a particular impression on them was the gruesome murder of the
American actress Sharon Tate in America by the drug crazed, hippie leader,
Charles Manson in 1969. Along with this went the belief that the end of the
world was near, based on their reading of Revelations of St John in the Bible.51
It was, as noted earlier, precisely this kind of discussion that took place at
Fisantehoek the day before Rosalind’s disappearance. For Rosalind who had
a staunch Roman Catholic upbringing such new and dramatic points of
departure, particularly if it was enhanced by drugs, must have been unsettling
even if she was projected as a figure of influence in this grouping.
Although given to esoteric and exotic teaching with some firm believers,
Dickman did not regard their gatherings and activities as being the selfconscious rituals of a cult. Euphemistically he explained that it “was just
a large group of likeminded people dropping into a house in Rondebosch
for a talk and a smoke”. Having rejected mainline religion and what they
considered “sterile book philosophy”, they plumbed for a mixture of belief
systems: Zen Buddhism, Zoroaster, Mahayana and elements of Christianity.
“What we got”, Dickman claimed, “was a newly assembled religion called
disorganised religion”.52 Dickman in 2004 sought to portray him and
Rosalind as “basically just dreamers... . Dreamers who hoped that a better
world was dawning now that minds were starting to awaken, and who were
prepared, to a greater or lesser extent to help that dawn into existence.”53 It
was reported that they would meditate for hours on end, holding hands in an
elevated state of consciousness, hoping to get in touch with revelations of their
god.54 In addition, they had some local concerns and in a utopian manner
hoped that with wider change South Africa would turn into a paradise. It was
a matter of time. “We were waiting for the pendulum to swing”, Dickman
explained, “and trying in our strange little ways to encourage it. Our strange
little ways included much hope, a little prayer, and a very minor dabble in
‘white magic’”.55
“White magic” implied witchcraft and there were indeed reports at the time
that some of the Cosmic Butterfly adherents practised a form of witchcraft.
51 Anon., “Is Rosalind alive and well ?”; Scope, 23 June 1972, On Tate, see for example J Guin, The life and times
of Charles Manson (Simon and Schuster, New York, 2014).
52 Anon, “Coastal storm after their end of world forecast”, The Cape Argus, 30 August 1969.
53 Email: M Dickman/N Schafer, April 2004; N Schafer, “Memory, time and place...”, A written explication of the
film..., p. 15.
54 Anon., “Is Rosalind alive and well”, Scope, 23 June 1972.
55 Email: M Dickman/N Schafer, April 2004; N Schafer, “Memory, time and place...”, A written explication of the
film..., p. 15.
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What precisely this entailed though remained hidden. The issue of witchcraft
nevertheless had a bearing on what might have happened to Rosalind. One of
the leads the police pursued was that Rosalind might have offered herself as
a “sacrifice” to facilitate the change that was desired.56 Although there was no
firm evidence to substantiate this notion, it was according to Dickman who
knew Rosalind well not too farfetched. He recalled that if “she had in her
stoned state decided to become the ‘sacrifice’ so that the –??? changes might
happen, she could very well have done just that. She was not her sanest at
that time, believe me”.57 As has been noted Rosalind was depressed when she
left Cape Town, but Dickman’s opinion on her possible state of mind is more
specific and informative.
Yet the possible implications of this need to be qualified. Whilst Rosalind
might have imbibed the convoluted Cosmic Butterfly philosophy of
impending change, the very thought of this must have been disconcerting.
Instead of doing something that might have been considered brave and heroic
of sacrificing herself for a greater cause, she might merely have been scared
and confused. Another “priestess” in the Cosmic Butterfly circle revealed that
Rosalind “had been worried at the idea of the world coming to an end while she
was so young”.58 This does not point to an idealistic hippie crusader intent on
doing her bit to change the world, but to an insecure, if not slightly neurotic,
young woman. She could, apparently, some of her friends had observed, be
“tiresome” in her obsessions and as a child was also known to withdraw into
her own make belief world.59 Her involvement in Cosmic Butterfly, which
might have started off as a process of trying to make sense of the world, took
an unexpected turn to compound her initial problems.
Nevertheless, late in August 1969, Cosmic Butterfly’s belief in an imminent
world change received what they considered an unmistakeable sign that their
views were vindicated. On 26 August, it was reported that the group was
awaiting “a cosmic influence which could upset the balance of nature”.60 The
following day this self-fulfilling prophecy seemed to have come to pass. A series
of gigantic waves lashed the beaches of the Western Cape, preceded by a night
of unprecedented thunderstorms and lightning. On the west coast the tiny
56 Anon., “Is Rosalind alive and well?”, Scope, 23 June 1972.
57 Email: M Dickman/N Schafer, April 2004; N Schafer, “Memory, time and place...”, A written explication of the
film..., p. 26.
58 Anon., “An ‘astral’ search”, Cape Argus, 23 August 1969.
59 R Greig, “In forests” Manuscript, unpaginated. This is a fictional but well informed account.
60 Anon., “Fears of a cosmic influence.”, Cape Argus, 26 August 1969.
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fishing village of Dwarskersbos was inundated by water – a portent of what was
deemed to come. Although the good fishermen of Dwarskersbos might have
been surprised to find themselves in the epicentre of a cosmic revolution, the
mystics of Cosmic Butterfly could hardly have asked for better “proof”.
Dickman regarded the heavy storms as an indication that the world was
sliding from one age into another new era, “It is possible”, he argued, “that we
are now entering an age which will be an amalgamation of our technocratic
society with a new spiritual society. Brave new world, the rebuilding of Babylon
and all that. The end of the world as we knew it. A completely different bag.”
A new way of life was to dawn and new forms of consciousness to emerge.
Personally Dickman believed that “we are about to hear the sound of one
hand clapping and light our way to bed with a snuffed-out candle”.61
Some followers were less concerned about the mythical significance of these
developments than they were about the practical consequences of a new order
about to descend on the Cape Peninsula. Dickman stepped in and thought it
best to decamp in order to avoid possible chaos. Thus, a procession was spotted,
apparently on its way to Durban, with a “self-styled ‘high priest’, a lanky UCT
drop-out who headed the exodus in a purple beach buggy”. This was also the last
reported sighting of the Cosmic Butterfly grouping. After the end of August,
they seemed to have dissolved, but while they survived to carry on with their
lives in whichever way they might have preferred, it was not the case as far as we
know for the hapless Rosalind who had vanished on 12 August.
While Cosmic Butterfly exited from history, it did leave in its wake some
intriguing questions about the wider significance of the emergence of hippies
in the late 1960s. It was never a movement that was destined to have a
major impact on an intellectual and philosophical plane. Apart from limited
numbers, their musings were just too outlandish and exotic to gain traction
outside their immediate circle. In addition, their grasp on local political
developments was extremely tenuous. It is therefore not surprising that some
sober contemporaries regarded the hippie movement as “all show and little
substance”.62
Buttressing their beliefs with an elaborate mythology obviated the need to
engage directly with the intractable problems of South Africa. In a way it
was a personal kind of rebellion which for some took a semi-religious form.
61 Anon., “Coastal storm after ‘their end of world’ forecast”, Cape Argus, 30 August 1969.
62 N Schafer, “Memory, time and place...”, A written explication of the film..., p. 15.

15

The riddle of Rosalind Ballingall, New Contree, 78, July 2017, pp. 1-23

This was mirrored elsewhere in the western world where mainline churches
lost sizeable sections of their younger adherents during the 1960s. “At the
heart of counterculture”, it has been argued”, “was a single-minded, often
fanatical onslaught on boundaries and structures, a crusade to release Ariel,
the infinite, and express the chaos of the everyday world”.63 Under such stress,
the conveyor belt which transmitted religious affiliations from one generation
to the other buckled under considerable strain.
Whilst this resonated with the local hippie movement, the South African
variant also had its own characteristics, located in the structural dimensions
of white English speaking in South Africa. Apart from those of 1820 settler
stock, there were those English speaking youths who came to university in
the late 1960s who had shallow roots in South Africa, with some of them
only being first generation South Africans as their parents emigrated to South
Africa post-1945 after the devastation in wartime Britain. Between 1946 and
1948 there was a massive 84,7 % increase in the number of British immigrants
to South Africa.64 In contrast, white Afrikaans counterparts were more rooted
and many could trace their ancestry back several generations. Young Afrikaners
were also emotionally more attached to what they considered to be their own
indigenous history, whilst the cultural imaginary of English speakers was
largely that of Britain or the western world more generally and their South
African environment tended to serve as a mere backdrop as opposed to a
source of inspiration and commitment.65 Given these sensibilities, it is not
surprising that English speakers were more attuned to trends from abroad and
some given to drift towards a hippie movement.
Moreover, at the time they were caught in the grip of two forces. On the
one hand, there was an increasingly dominant Afrikaner culture which they
found difficult if not impossible to identify with and on the other a weakish
liberal orientation from some parents who by and large preferred to stay
clear of politics and rather focused on building their careers. For the hippies,
the “rat race” as it was called, seemed to be empty and devoid of purpose.
Yet ironically, as we have noted, some of them including Rosalind came
from wealthy families and needed family financial support to survive. This
corresponds with the situation in America where many hippies were also from
63 CG Brown, “What was the religious crisis of the 1960s?”, Journal of Religious History, 34(4), December 2010, p. 476.
64 FG Brownell, “British immigration to South Africa, 1946-1970”, Archives Yearbook of South African History,
1985(1), p. 31.
65 J Oakley Smith, “Let there be no sadness of farewell” (Manuscript, Undated), p. 4; Also compare H Lund,
“Hippies, radicals and the sounds of silence...”, pp. 38-39, 131.
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affluent families and the hippie revolution, in as far as the term “revolution”
was even accurate, has been described as “a capitalist, bourgeois revolution; a
revolution of the privileged...”.66
Nevertheless, if not materially, there was amongst a certain section of
the white English speaking youth of South Africa at the time, tiny as the
grouping might have been, those who in terms of worldviews and emotional
inclination experienced a sense of detachment from family aspirations and
their social and cultural environment. It was precisely this kind of distancing
and disaffiliation, which constituted the lifeblood of the hippie movement.67
In America one of the ways the hippie movement sought to express itself was
through resistance to the Vietnam War and more broadly what was called the
military-industrial complex. In the late 1960s, South African militarization
was still in an embryonic form, but the signs were there. PW Botha, Minister
of Defence, elaborated on the aim of national military conscription introduced
in 1967 and that it should be equated with love of the fatherland and a
“burning desire for freedom in one’s heart to serve God and country”.68 This
notion was of course light years removed from the hippies’ idea of freedom. De
Waterkant had a fair number of draft dodgers who found the area consisting
as it did of a motley collection of marginalised groupings, conducive to hide
from the military police. Their attitude was explained cryptically: “Hippies
don’t want to go to the bush and shoot dark people; they would rather go to
the beach and wonder at the dolphins, the whales, the rainbow, the sunset and
the ships that visited from places we would never see”.69
The kinds of currents that ran through the movement were not strong
enough to sustain it for any length of time and it hardly featured in the overall
ideological landscape of South Africa. A fair number of former adherents had
also cut their ties with the country and decided to emigrate. Yet at the time,
the mere fact that such a movement existed was grist to the mill of those who
sought a key to the riddle of Rosalind.

66 R Kimbal, The long march: How the cultural revolution of the 1960s changed America, 3rd ed. (USA, Read-How You
Want.com, 2010), p. 248.
67 H Lund, “Hippies, radicals and the sounds of silence...”, pp. 131, 164.
68 Anon., “Baie verstaan nie wat diensplig is nie” (Translated), Die Burger, 19 August 1969.
69 J Oakley Smith, “Let there be no sadness of farewell” (Manuscript, Undated), pp. 5, 10.
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Mystification
A journalist who explored the Bellingall saga in 1970 found that amongst
Rosalind’s friends and acquaintances in popular gathering places in Cape
Town, she has been elevated to the status of a folk heroine. They spoke about
her in revered tones and invested her memory with mythical dimensions.70
This was fuelled by media reportage on the nature of her disappearance and her
unconventional lifestyle. She was projected as a poster girl for developments
which at the time were only ill understood if at all. Accordingly, she was
depicted in one-dimensional fashion:71
... a tall willowy extrovert who embraced the ‘new society’ of the ‘60s – the
spirit of love and peace and miniskirts and Eastern mysticism; a girl who
had shrugged off the security and comfort of offered by her wealthy parents
without a backward glance, choosing an alternative lifestyle and mixed with an
off-beat crowd known as the ‘cosmic butterflies’; someone who had cultivated
the friendship of student drop-outs and those interested in the occult and was
reported to have joined the butterflies in bizarre rituals which were conducted
in the Knysna forests.

The constructed narrative of Ballingall had a number of ingredients which
helped to elevate her to semi-celebratory mythical status: the circumstances
under which she had vanished and her state of mind at the time, her
personification as an “elusive flower child”72 of the utopian 1960s, the grief of
her parents and ultimately the apparent wasteful loss of a young life. Whilst
these elements were useful in crafting a public profile for Rosalind, they did
little to pierce the mist which had enveloped her tragic fate. In addition, it
left little room for a more prosaic but less obfuscatory reading that Rosalind
was perhaps only a confused young woman, searching for meaning and
dependent to some extent on others who were equally unsure of the world
around them – a quest that futilely involved the use of drugs. There were also
other key factors which more specifically helped to shape the way in which
wider society assigned meaning to the case.
Central to this was the notion of “hippie”. At the time the term “hippie” carried
considerable negative freight and was often associated with moral degeneration.
In this vein, Rosalind’s disappearance came to be depicted “as some kind of
moral fable; this is the consequence of not having short hair, right-wing views
70 Anon., “Is she still on the Rand - or buried in a forst grave?”, Sunday Times, 3 May 1970.
71 R Marsh, Unsolved mysteries..., p. 54.
72 The term is from N Schafer, “Memory, time and place...”, A written explication of the film..., p. 15.
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and attending church”.73 The hippie analogy went further. One young surfboard
manufacturer complained indignantly of people who thought “once they have
called someone a hippie, they have made out a watertight criminal case against
him”.74 There also appears to have been a heightened public awareness of drug
use in the immediate aftermath of Rosalind’s case. The medical superintendent
of the Cape mental hospital, Valkenburg, Dr CGA Simonsz, warned against
what he considered an increasing tendency of members of the hippie cult who
were “determined to follow a type of philosophy which has already resulted
in the total disintegration of personality and the lowering of social stratum
which is, in our contemporary society regarded as the level of the sewers”.75
Likewise, there were concerns about expensive drugs in elite schools and the
ready availability of drugs on the street “to fill, even if it be temporary, that unnamed emptiness in the kid’s life”.76
Besides the use of drugs, the hippie lifestyle and particularly their way of
dress were often regarded as bizarre. They were seen to wear “knitted doilies
on their dreadlocks” and their clothes resembled “your granny’s tablecloth”.
Their diet was described as “vegetarian fare with occasional weed thrown in for
flavour”. If they had one redeeming feature, if it was indeed considered that,
was that intellectually they should not be underestimated “as the far-away
look in their eyes belied a fierce intellect that questioned the status quo”.77
The parents of hippies did not escape censure. Thus a decidedly odd rumour
had it that Rosalind’s parents were cousins, as in-breeding was the only way
to explain their “weird” children.78
Whilst elements of moral panic can be discerned in such outbursts, it was
not maintained for any length of time and soon evaporated.79 Hippies were
nevertheless perceived to have banished themselves to the margins of society and
being outside the mainstream of accountable behaviour their actions could not
be rationally comprehended. As their world was seen impossible to penetrate,
it was given to mystification and hyperbole. Rosalind’s association with the
hippie cult therefore predisposed her disappearance to be mythologised.

73
74
75
76
77
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Anon., “Tact and intelligence make student film stand out”, Sunday Independent, 9 July 2006.
Anon., “Hippies heading for the wilds.”, Sunday Times, 3 May 1970,.
Anon., “Court told of hippie cult danger”, Cape Argus, 11 September 1969.
Anon., “Drug age takes its toll of SA youth”, Cape Times, 28 August 1969.
Anon., “The old hippy trail has’nt quite gone to pot”, Weekend Post, 25 June 2005.
Anon., “Tact and intelligence make student film stand out.”, Sunday Independent, 9 July 2006.
On the question of moral panic in the South African context, see D Dunbar, “The devil’s children: Volk, devils
and moral panics in white South Africa, 1976-1993” (MA, Stellenbosch University, 2013), p. 17.
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If she had just disappeared as an ordinary individual with no “peculiar”
attachments, the potential for exaggerated claims would have been less.
The hippie dimension was not the only factor that helped to fuel the process of
mystification. There were also other imponderables, which imparted a sense of
suspense to the tale of her disappearance, related in part to supposed sightings
of her in different places. Initially a report reached the police that she was seen
buying a stamp at the nearby George post office. Although the description of
the person the post office clerk passed onto the police matched that of Rosalind,
there was also a strong possibility that it could have been of another woman in
George.80 Following hard on the heels of this cold lead, were first rumours that
she was hiding in a disused mine near Knysna and this was then followed up by
a report that she was apparently making her way to Cape Town, but had chosen
to interrupt her trip by hiding in a cave near Worcester.81
As there was no substance to this either, the next focal point became
Cape Town. Here a man who claimed to have shared accommodation with
Rosalind and her brother was emphatic that he saw her in St George’s Street.
They exchanged pleasantries he said and she “looked well and acted quite
naturally”.82 Another man was certain that he had spotted her in Loop Street.
According to him, she was “dressed in hippie type clothing” and in contrast
to the others who claimed that she was in a healthy condition, this person
regarded her as looking “very pale - as though she had been ill or had not been
outside for a long time”.
The supposed sightings persisted: a young woman was sure that she had seen
Rosalind at a bus stop in Strand Street, another in a car with the drummer of a
local pop group.83 Even 30 years after the event, in 1999, a story surfaced that
a woman who claimed to have been Rosalind was seen in a Cape Town night
club and said: “Here I am today, still dancing with the hippies!”84
Rumours of this kind were not restricted to the Cape Town area. At one
point, there was talk that she had gone on expedition into the remote interior
of South Africa possibly with a party of American anthropologists to the

80 Anon., “Clue in mystery of missing girl”, Cape Argus, 23 August 1969; Cape Argus, 20 August 1969, “Vermiste
drama student”, Die Burger,” 19 August 1969.
81 Anon., “Search for girl in old mine”; “Missing girl: Search turns to mountain hide-out”, Cape Argus 23 August 1969.
82 R Marsh, Unsolved mysteries..., p. 54.
83 Anon., “Is she on the Rand or buried in a forest grave?’, Sunday Times, 3 May 1970.
84 Quoted in N Schafer, p. 15.
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Kalahari.85 To add to this, a young hitchhiker on the Garden Route coastal
road who called himself Jack ‘Jesus-man’ Johnson and claimed to have been
a friend of Rosalind, maintained that that she had fled the country and gone
to Mozambique. According to ‘Jesus-man’ she had taken this step as she
was afraid that she might be targeted by in an Immorality Act investigation
because she had a coloured lover. In order to save her family from what might
have proved to be a possible embarrassment she decided to “vanish forever”
and was living in a remote part of Mozambique with her lover and a baby
boy.86 An Afrikaans journalist also got wind of the story and actually went to
Mozambique only to find out that all his leads were dead-ends. The closest
he came to an even remote possibility was a down at heel striptease dancer
from Vereeniging in a nightclub in what was Lourenco Marques, currently
Maputo.87 Rosalind’s case furthermore attracted more than its fair share
of clairvoyants and psychics, as well as plain extortionists who demanded
money before parting with their so-called information.88 The desperate and
distraught Ballingall parents did follow up some of these suggestions only to
be disappointed every time. The couple also launched their own investigation,
separate from the police and at times assisted by a Colonel J Fforde, a former
Northern Rhodesian police officer and friend of Rosalind’s father. During
the course of their investigation Elspeth Bellingall said, “they had heard a
thousand different theories” but no firm facts. One of the more outlandish
stories was that Rosalind was unwittingly a “dupe of communists and had been
whisked away in a Russian submarine”.89 Given the resolute anti-communist
government propaganda at the time, it is perhaps only to be expected that the
communist angle had to emerge in the discourse surrounding Rosalind.
The welter of rumours and alleged sightings, wildly disparate and some
more bizarre than others, contributed to a haze of incomprehension regarding
Rosalind’s fate. Yet at the same time these rumours, stories and allegations,
apart from those of the extortionists, can be seen as attempts to try and come
to terms with what has happened. If rational thought could no longer provide
the answer, then it had to be sought in the supernatural and the extraordinary.
Such suppositions also tend to feed off and reinforce each other, creating a
85
86
87
88

Anon., “Is missing Rosalind on an expedition?”, Cape Times, 23 September 1969.
Anon., “Is Rosalind alive and well”?, Scope, 23 June 1969.
Anon., “Die man van ‘skoeps’”, Rapport, 30 December 2001.
R Marsh, Unsolved mysteries..., pp. 55-56; Anon., “An ‘astral’ search”, Cape Argus, 23 August 1969; Anon.,
“Prisoner claims Rosalind was murdered”, Sunday Times, 23 May 1970; Anon., “Is Rosalind alive and well?”,
Scope, 23 June 1972; Anon., “Misdaadreeks: Mense verdwyn spoorloos”, Servamus, 30 November 1994.
89 Anon., “Is Rosalind alive and well?”, Scope, 23 June 1972.
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climate favourable for all kinds of explanations to flourish and masquerade as
the “truth”. As the anthropologist, Clifford Geertz has noted: “Men plug the
dikes of their most needed beliefs with whatever mud they can find”.90
An additional element in the process of mystification was the way in which
the Knysna forests were portrayed. The area was invested with dark, ominous
and mysterious qualities. Because of the dense vegetation some parts of the
forests were unchartered; in 2005 an “environmental officer had claimed that
“mankind knows more about the surface of the moon than he does about these
forests”.91 Locals at times also compared the area to the Bermuda Triangle,
notorious for the mysterious disappearance of ships and aeroplanes. Besides
the possibility of Rosalind, there were other cases of people who went missing;
some were found, others not. A helicopter which went down in the forests
in 1999 was only accidentally discovered in 2006. The forests reluctantly
released its secrets, it was said, and “if you get lost, you are lost forever.”92
A local farmer who was involved with the search for Rosalind described the
forests as “a very dangerous place for someone not used to it”. Apart from the
possibility of getting lost, he said, there “are elephant, leopards and baboons”
as well as “old traps left there by the bushmen. And that is not to mention all
the ravines”.93 The forests had gained a reputation, as a journalist remarked,
to “be steeped in myth and legend”. It was a place, he claimed, that if you
listened carefully, “you might hear voices in the wind that sigh through the
trees, telling tales of sadness and heartache, loss and joy”.94
Personifying the forest in this way made it a co-player in history - more
than just a passive background but an active participant in proceedings. This
added another layer to Rosalind’s case as her name was now associated with a
mysterious and dangerous place that had no mercy for transgressors who did
not obey its rules. Framed in this way the forest functioned as a metaphor for
a punitive society with the implication that those who strayed off the beaten
path will be punished.
It was the interpretations of a hippie lifestyle, the persistent rumours of
sightings and the imaginings of the meaning of the forests that fed into the
mystification of Rosalind’s disappearance. Besides these it also has to be taken
90
91
92
93
94

C Geertz, Local knowledge: Further essays in interpretative Anthropology (New York, 1983), p. 80.
N Schafer, “Memory, time and place...”, A written explication of the film..., p. 22.
Anon., “If you get lost, it’s forever”, Star, 16 May 2006; “Death of a hiker”, Weekend Argus, 14 December 1991.
Anon., “Hunt for girl back in forest”, Cape Argus, 21 August 1969.
Anon., “Forests” (available at http://www.khaleejtimes.com/wknd/it-is-my-life/into the whispering wood, as
accessed on 29 March 2016).
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into account that she was a woman; young, attractive and given to testing
the boundaries of the generally accepted roles assigned to woman. All of this
added another layer of sensationalism and mystique.
Conclusion
We are no closer to explaining precisely why and how Rosalind disappeared
on 12 August 1969, though we have made some tentative suggestions on her
state of mind at the time. What has emerged more clearly is the nature of
hippie culture in Cape Town in the late 1960s and how its beliefs and social
dynamics played out. In addition, in re-conceptualising the rumours about
Rosalind’s disappearance as a process of mystification has helped to at least
partly understand the swirl of conjecture generated at the time.
Rosalind was more than just a missing person case and she came to assume
a much larger persona in her presumed death than in real life. In retrospect
her remembrance for a brief moment, mirrored, however distorted it might
have appeared to outsiders, a glimpse of a social world which few could
countenance in the generally staid white society. Whilst it might have been a
form of cultivated marginality, inauthentic in many respects and inchoate in
the articulation of new ideals, it did grapple, even if drug induced at times,
with notions of how to escape an environment which they perceived to have
been excessively restricted. One participant captured it exceptionally well:
“The instinctive human craving for liberty is one of the most powerful and
it was one that underscored those years in Cobern Street and which with
hindsight it glints as something worthy underlining a time when much of life
was racked by insecurity and occasional dread that has dominated a young
adult’s life”.95 And one may add, every quest for freedom usually has its
unfortunate casualties.

95 J Oakley Smith, “Let there be no sadness of farewell” (Manuscript, Undated), p. 10.
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Abstract
During apartheid South Africa (1948-1994), black, coloured, and Indian
children did not enjoy the same privileges as their peers of European descent –
because of racial discrimination. However, some destitute coloured children’s
lives changed positively following their admittance to St. Joseph’s Home for
Coloured Children – administered by Sisters from the St. Margaret’s Order
based in Sussex, England. This paper is not only the first academic study of
St. Joseph’s Home for Coloured Children, but also the first to include the
latter in the written history of Sophiatown. The article contributes doubly to
the historiography of Sophiatown as well as the under-researched history of
institutional care and orphanages in Johannesburg. The article explores how
coloured children were perceived and treated at St. Joseph’s Home and how
their lived experiences differed from those of the other children in Sophiatown
– a racially-integrated area until the 1950s when the apartheid regime declared
it an all-white area and forcibly removed black people. Furthermore, the article
highlights St. Joseph’s Home’s challenges and successes during its existence as
an institutional care centre, until 1998 when it was declared a monument
and adopted a communal care structure. This paper is based on the Home’s
administrators’ reports, interviews, and archival material. The findings of this
research indicate that coloured children admitted to the Home adopted the
English culture and “lived in comfort”, through the influence of the Sisters,
making these children “better off” than the rest of their Sophiatown peers.
The implication of the fact that these Home-based children were regarded
as privileged is that they were resented by people from the older coloured
generation, especially those employed at St. Joseph’s Home, for living
privileged lives that were foreign to the rest of the coloured people of South
Africa – during apartheid.
Keywords: St. Joseph’s Home; Coloured Children; Apartheid; Sophiatown;
Orphanages; Racial Discrimination; Privileges; Nuns; South Africa.

Introduction
Orphanages and institutional care facilities for children constitute a
worldwide phenomenon. By the early 20th century, orphanages became the
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most common form of care facilities for orphaned, abandoned, and needy
children in most parts of the world.1 The primary reason for the establishment
of orphanages was a philanthropic attempt to solve some of society’s social
problems concerning children’s welfare.2 Many children in desperate need of
care benefited from the compassion-inspired good deeds of institutional care
centres.3 Institutional care became one of the most significant developments in
the history of childcare – with the establishment of the voluntary or charitable
service for the protection of children from neglect and abuse.4 In other words,
orphanages aimed to give a home to many orphaned, illegitimate, abandoned,
and destitute children.
In Sophiatown, St. Joseph’s Home for Coloured Children5 was established in
1923 to serve the needs of destitute coloured children from across South Africa.
The aim of this article is to show that coloured children in this Home lived in a
different/better world, despite being part of an oppressed race. The article also
endeavours to complicate the history of childhood in Sophiatown – by correcting
the view of renowned historians, scholars and memoirists according to whom
Sophiatown children were juvenile delinquents and a menace to society.6 In this
regard, the article aims to build upon the research already conducted on the
youth of Sophiatown, to shed light on the group of children who have received
little historical attention in the historiography of Sophiatown.
The Home contributed by relieving some of South Africa’s coloured children
from the deprivation and harmful circumstances that justified their committal.
Indeed, all the children in the Home were admitted because of various reasons,
some of which were more severe than others. Despite the seriousness of the
problem faced by a child and his or her family, committal to the Home meant that
the situation was beyond the family’s control. Hence, the government deemed
it necessary to remove the child from the perceived undesirable conditions. It
can be argued that the children at the Home were better cared for and more
privileged than the majority of children in Sophiatown. In fact, a considerable
1
2
3
4
5
6

S Mintz, Huck’s Raft: A history of American childhood (Cambridge MA, 2004), pp. 155-160.
JB Ramey, “‘I dream of them almost every night’: Working class fathers in Pittsburgh, 1878-1929”, Journal of
Family History, 37(1), 2012, p. 39.
G Brunet, “Children abandoned and taken back: Children, women and families in dire constraints in Lyon in
the nineteenth century”, Journal of Family History, 36(4), 2011, p. 429.
G Brunet, “Children abandoned and taken back…,” Journal of Family History, 36(4), 2011, p. 426.
St. Joseph’s Home for Coloured Children will also be referred to as the Home.
C Glaser, Bo-Tsotsi: The youth gangs of Soweto, 1935-1976 (Cape Town, David Philip, 2000), pp. 29-31; D
Goodhew, Respectability and resistance: A history of Sophiatown (London, Praegar, 2004), p. 28; T Huddleston,
Naught for your comfort (Johannesburg, Hardingham and Donaldson, 1956), p. 128; D Mattera, Memory is the
weapon (Johannesburg, Ravan Press, 1987), p. 71-72.
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number of Sophiatown children lived in abject poverty, because their parents
were unemployed or worked menial jobs for long hours but were paid little.
Often, they did not have enough money to supply the basic needs of their
children, namely, decent clothes, food, and an appropriate living environment.
Indeed, more than two families shared a room in most Sophiatown households.7
The inadequate number of schools in Sophiatown and the surrounding Western
Areas, in the 1930s and late 1940s, accounted for the fact that a large number
of children roamed the streets, instead of being in the classrooms.8 Huddleston
stresses that children in Sophiatown lacked opportunities and recreational
activities, as the government never invested in their wellbeing. Consequently,
most Sophiatown young boys resorted to petty crime and became “tsotsis who
lived by the knife and [were] hated and feared by the residents”.9
Similarly, Glaser demonstrates that children in the Witwatersrand
townships, in the 1930s and 1940s, were out of school and wondered the
dusty streets. Since the children in the native townships of Johannesburg
lacked opportunities, they usually engaged in such activities as crime and
prostitution.10 Both Huddleston and Glaser identify the lack of educational
opportunity11 and the absence of parental control12 as the primary sources of
township children’s dishonest and immoral behaviour. Glaser elaborates that
children became unruly because their parents were always absent during the
day, since they had to work to reduce poverty in their families. However, it
resulted in their children’s lack of discipline.13 Seemingly, juvenile delinquency
could be curbed or eradicated by improving Africans’ standard of living. In
fact, delinquency was low in families with good wages, a stable family life,
decent housing, and regular school attendance.14 Unfortunately, not many
Africans in townships had such privileges. The majority of African families
were poor. Huddleston observes that “the average number of children in a
family is anything between four and seven. Quite often it is more. So, clearly
if they are to be fed and clothed, it is necessary for both parents to go out
to work”.15 The fact that most parents were away during the day promoted
delinquency and unruly behaviour among most of the township children.
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15

WB Modisane, Blame me on history (Harmondsworth, Penguin, 1986), p. 57.
D Goodhew, Respectability and resistance..., pp. 44-48.
T Huddleston, Naught for your comfort..., p. 86.
C Glaser, Bo-Tsotsi: The youth gangs of Soweto..., p. 22.
T Huddleston, Naught for your comfort…, p. 84.
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C Glaser, Bo-Tsotsi: The youth gangs of Soweto..., p. 26.
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The establishment of St. Joseph’s Home
The majority of children in Sophiatown lived in appalling conditions
characterised by poverty and lack of opportunities. Most of those children were
out of school and roamed the streets. A handful of them became petty criminals
who preyed upon unsuspecting residents.16 In the very same Sophiatown
existed a world that differed from the one that local children were used to.
This unsuspected world gave hope and opportunities to children placed in its
care. Marie, Eva, Caroline, and Ruth17 are part of the 808 children who lived
a privileged life in Sophiatown between 1923 and 1998, after a former life of
destitution. Indeed, though most of these children were orphans, they received
a degree of care and love that was foreign to most Sophiatown children who
lived with both parents. They attended school, had shelter, food, and decent
clothes. The story of St. Joseph’s Home’s children shows that while the majority
of children lived in poverty, a number of coloured children were privileged and
hardly experienced poverty in their childhood.
Coloured men who lost their lives in the First World War inspired the
establishment of the Home.18 According to the quartermaster of the Coloured
Corps, Captain I.D. Difford, South African “men of exceptionally good
character”, between the age of twenty and thirty, were called to join Britain
in the fight against the German Nazi.19 Cape Town took the lead and thus
expressed coloured men’s desire to serve in the war. Indeed, at the outbreak
of the war, the response of the coloured community to military service was
positive.20 This gave coloured men the majority in the Corps also known
as the “British Boys”. Members of this Corps were regarded as the bravest
non-European soldiers who were very loyal to their country.21 To honour the
Cape Corps for the support provided to South Africa and the British Empire,
16 DM Hart & GH Pirie, “Sight and soul of Sophiatown”, Geographical Review, 74(1), 1984, pp. 39-40; U
Harnnez, “Sophiatown: The view from afar”, Journal of Southern African Studies, 20(2), 1984, p. 189; D
Goodhew, “The People’s-Police-Force: Communal Policing Forum in the western areas of Johannesburg c.
1930-1962”, Journal of Southern African Studies, 19(3), 1993, pp. 449-451.
17 These are the five ex-residents of the Home who provided their oral histories in this research. It is important
to note that the Home’s main characters were girls because boys were only admitted into the Home until they
were nine years old. Therefore, the girl are the main actors in this history. Also, first names are used to protect
the identities of the women and their decedents.
18 Throughout this paper, the St Joseph’s Home for Coloured children is sometimes referred to as the Home.
19 Captain ID Difford, “The story of the Battalion Cape Corps, 1915 -1919” (University of Toronto Library, 1980,
available at http://www.archive.org/stream/storyof1stbattal000diffuoft/storyof1stbatta1000diffuoft-djvu.txt, as
accessed on 13 July 2013).
20 I Gleeson, The unknown force: Black indian and coloured soldiers through two world wars (Cape Town, Ashanti
Publishing, 1994), p. 51.
21 I Gleeson, The unknown force..., p. 54.
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in 1921, the Johannesburg Diocesan Council decided to build something
useful, rather than erecting a mere monument.22 The Diocese of Johannesburg
decided that the Corps be greatly honoured and appreciated for its members’
sacrifice and excellent effort in military service – regardless of their little pay
of two thirds of what their white counterparts received.23 Clearly, the nation
was indebted to these men for the role they played in the war.
Plans to establish the Home were made as early as 1919, when a committee
consisting of Canon GH Ridout, the Priest in-charge of St. Alban’s Coloured
Church in Ferreirastown, Mr Leo McBride, Mr Richard Feetham, Mr Sydney
Jones, and Mr CW Kearns convened to establish an orphanage primarily
serving the children of fallen members of the Cape Corps. The piece of land
donated by an anonymous philanthropist was ideal for the establishment of
the Home because, at the time, Sophiatown was a freehold township that
accommodated people of all races.24 It was thus the perfect setting for a
harmonious coexistence between coloured children, their white caregivers, as
well as the coloured and black staff of the Home.
The committee further decided that when the late soldiers’ orphans had
grown up, the Home would be open to all needy coloured children from all
over South Africa.25 The Home would be under the control of the Church of
the Province of South Africa or Church of England.26 The Home was named
after Saint Joseph whom the Gospels portray as a man of principle who had
accepted his God-given responsibility with humility.27 Furthermore, the
Home was to be recognised by the state and be registered under the Welfare
Act No. W.O 2584.28 In line with the Home’s Constitution which clearly
stated that funds were to be collected throughout South Africa29, the building
of dormitories and the upkeep of the Home were done with funds collected
nationally.
During the period of the building of the Home, very few recognised
orphanages and institutional care centres for destitute children existed in
Johannesburg. Orphanages available in apartheid South Africa followed
22 University of the Witwatersrand Historical Papers, Johannesburg (WHP), AB2896, St. Joseph’s Home A1.6, St.
Joseph’s Home: A report by the Ecumenical Research Unit, 23 June 1974, p. 1.
23 WHP, A1.6, Miscellaneous reports, 1937-1993, St. Joseph’s Home: A report by the Ecumenical Research Unit, p. 2.
24 WHP, AB2896, St. Joseph’s Home, A1.1, Inspection report, 1937, p. 1.
25 WHP, AB2896, St. Joseph’s Home, A1.4, St. Joseph’s Jubilee 1923-1973, p. 4.
26 WHP, AB2896, St. Joseph’s Home, A1.1, Constitution, 22 October 1985, p. 1.
27 WHP, AB2896, St. Joseph’s Home, A1.2, St. Joseph’s Home: Past-Present-Future, 31 March 1964, p.1.
28 WHP, AB2896, St. Joseph’s Home, A1.1, Inspection report, p. 3.
29 WHP, AB2896, St. Joseph’s Home, A1.1, Inspection report, p. 3.
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different regulations determined by the religious background of the founders
and a child’s race. The Arcadia-South African Jewish Orphanage established
in 1906 is a good example of the influence of race and religion on admission.
The ARC, as it was commonly known, only admitted white Jewish children.
This orphanage went to the extent of committing children from Russia and
Ukraine, as long as they were Jewish, but excluded needy non-Jewish white
South African children.30 Similarly, the Abraham Kriel Kinderhuis (Children’s
Home) in Langlaagte, which was founded after the South African War in 1902
by the Nedehuits Hervormde Kerk (NHK, the Dutch Reformed Church in the
Transvaal), cared for this war’s orphans. The Abraham Kriel Children’s Home
restricted its admission to white orphans and destitute Afrikaner children.31
Meanwhile, Johannesburg-based institutional care centres for destitute black
children were very limited in the early 20th century. The Orlando Children’s
Home – which was the only black children’s home in Soweto in the 1940s
– provided welfare for black orphaned, needy, and destitute children. It was
founded by a philanthropist named Maggie Nkwe. Although it was not aligned
to a particular church, this children’s home depended on local churches and
well-wishers for donations.32
St Joseph’s Home had three main aims – with their related objectives.
The first was to undertake the maintenance, supervision, and education of
the Cape coloured children of all Christian denominations – any Muslim
children had to convert to Christianity33. The second aim was to provide the
Home-based children with specialised training, to enable them to earn their
own livelihood, become useful citizens and, generally, promote their physical
wellbeing. The third aim was to render services in the towns and districts
of Johannesburg and Pretoria – although the Home also received children
committed through various welfare organisations and courts from any part
of South Africa.34 The vision of the Home was “To cater for the physical,
spiritual, emotional, social and educational needs of children in an attempt
to encourage their development and to assist them to become responsible
members of society”.35 The Home managed, as far as possible, to cater for the
children according to its vision statement, providing the admitted coloured
30 DS Sandler, ARC 100 years of memories: Arcadia-South African Jewish Orphanage, 1906-2006 (Cape Town,
2006), p. 3.
31 AP Smith, Die Abraham Kriel-Kinderhuis vier Jubelfees, 1902-1952 (Langlaagte, 1952), pp. 17-18.
32 C Maunder, The little sparrows of Soweto (Johannesburg, 1986), p. 27.
33 All children committed into the Home, regardless of their Christian sect had to adopt the Church of England
religious practices.
34 WHP, AB2896, St. Joseph’s Home, A1.3, Certificate of Registration, 23 August 1963.
35 WHP, AB2896, St. Joseph’s Home, A1.1, Constitution, 22 October 1985.
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children with a decent and healthy lifestyle that was impossible to achieve in
their family homes.
The Sisters of the Society of St. Margaret’s Order
It is important to acknowledge the people who work hard to maintain the
Home’s high standards. The people, who played a significant role in the making
of St. Joseph’s Home are the Sisters of the Society of St. Margaret’s Order, from
East Grinstead in Sussex, England. This society was founded in 1884 by JM
Neale, in East Grinstead, as an order to nurse the local poor. The Order began
its overseas activities in 1873.36 In this regard, Mother Madeleine, Superior
General of St. Margaret’s, sent the abovementioned Sisters to Sophiatown, to
administer the newly established Home.37 The St. Margaret’s Sisters’ mission
at St. Joseph’s Home was to run its daily activities. The priest-in-charge, GH
Ridout, expressed his gratitude to Mother Madeleine for sending the Sisters
and praised them for their dedication and professionalism, as he believed that
the Home was in good hands.38
The Sisters were originally in charge of St. Mary’s Orphanage in Rosettenville,
since its establishment in 1902. It was believed that St. Joseph’s Home would
benefit from their experience.39 The Sisters had started their work among
coloureds at the St. Alban’s Parish in Ferrierastown, briefly before joining St.
Mary’s Orphanage.40 The Sisters’ experience gained through their work in
Ferreiratown and in a coloured township was going to make their mission at
St. Joseph’s Home easier.
On 4 September 1923, the Sisters moved into St. Joseph’s Home, to
commence their work of running it and taking care of the children’s needs.
In this regard, a diary entry reads, “We moved into St. Joseph’s Home. Sister
Madeleine and Sister Olivia arrived about 10.a.m. The first wagon of furniture
arrived soon after 11.a.m”.41 This diary entry shows that the Sisters were ready
to start their work that span from 1923 to 1978 – when they returned to
England in protest against apartheid. Indeed, the apartheid government
disapproved of these white Sisters’ mission of taking care of coloured children
36 UCL Bloomsbury Project (available on http://www.ucl.ac.uk/bloomsbury-project/institutions/east_grinstead_
nuns.htm, as accessed on 3 February 2013).
37 WHP, AB2896, St. Joseph’s Home, A1.5, Annual report, St. Joseph’s Home, 31 December 1939, p. 2.
38 WHP, AB2896, St. Joseph’s Home, A1.4, Minute Minutes, 30 September 1923.
39 WHP, AB2896, St. Joseph’s Home, A1.4, St. Joseph’s Jubilee 1923-1973, 5.
40 WHP, AB2896, St. Joseph’s Home, A2.5, A report by Ecumenical Research Unit, 1979, p.2.
41 WHP, AB2896, St. Joseph’s Home, A1.2, Diary 1922-1928, 4 September 1923.
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in the new all-white suburb of Triomf.42 Consequently, lay staff administered
the Home between 1979 and 1998.
Children admitted to St Joseph’s Home
In South Africa, orphanages and institutional care centres are mainly
established in urban areas. This is because of the prevalence of cases where
urban families are unable to provide for their children, deaths or serious
illnesses affecting mothers or both parents, illegitimacy, violence, drug
use, and negligence.43 Nevertheless, poverty is the primary cause of the
institutionalisation of children.44 In other words, children who are from
impoverished backgrounds are essentially perceived as in great need of
care, because their family situations are unconducive to their growth and
development. Traditionally, orphanages and institutional care centres targeted
children whose parents were deceased or poor.45 For example, the South
African Jewish Orphanage – one of the oldest orphanages in Johannesburg,
established in 1906 – committed children on the abovementioned grounds –
which also applied to St Joseph’s Home and many other orphanages.46
It is important to note that St Joseph’s Home for Coloured Children was not
classified as an orphanage, even though establishing the Home for the orphans
of the Cape Corps was the primary aim47. Thus, this Home became a haven of
safety, love, and care for needy coloured children, namely, orphans, abandoned,
illegitimate, rejected, and neglected children, as well as those who came from
broken homes.48 Although most of the first children admitted were orphans,
later in the years, the majority were children from broken and undesirable
homes, as well as those whose parents were unable to care for them.49
On 16 September 1923, St. Joseph’s Home opened its doors to its first two
children, siblings Rachel and Francis Mary Christina Lawrence. The reason
42 WHP, AB2896, St. Joseph’s Home, A2.5, A report by Ecumenical Research Unit, 1 June 1979, p. 7. In the mid
1950s Sophiatown was abolished and was declared a white suburb. The land on which St. Joseph’s Home was
built survived the forced removals because it was on the area the apartheid government targeted.
43 S Murray, J Murray, E Branigan & J Malone, After the orphanage: Life beyond the children’s home (Sydney,
University of South Wales Press, 2011), p. 7.
44 K McCartney & D Philips, Blackwell handbook of early childhood development (Malden, Blackwell Publishers,
2006), p. 424.
45 C Neff, “The role of Toronto Girls’ Home, 1863-1910”, Journal of Family History, 36(286), 2011, p. 286.
46 DS Sandler, Arc 100 years of memories..., p. 3.
47 WHP, AB2896, St. Joseph’s Home, A1.4, St. Joseph’s Jubilee 1923-1973, p. 4.
48 See the children’s different profiles; WHP, AB2896, St. Joseph’s Home, A3.1, Details of Children Admitted
1923-1968.
49 WHP, AB2896, St. Joseph’s Home, A3.1, Details of Children Admitted 1923-1968.
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for these girls’ admission was their mother’s inability to take care of them,
since their father – Mr GJ Lawrence – deserted the family.50 The admission
of the Lawrence siblings was followed by that of a further 806 children who
stayed at St. Joseph’s Home for the next 75 years of its existence – until it
was declared a National Monument in 1998.51 However, the precise total
number of children who stayed at the Home is unknown, because of a lack
of accurate information. Indeed, the Home’s Admissions Books of 1969 up
until 1972 are unavailable, although other documents that contain children’s
admission information from 1973 to the late 1980s were accessed. A total
of 479 children were admitted from 1973 to 1989, based on the Home’s
register.52 Yet, no information on the committal of children in the 1990s was
available, although the Home released Annual reports until 1993.53
Image 1: Photograph of the children – taken in October 1923

Source: University of the Witwatersrand Historical Papers, Johannesburg, AB2896 St. Joseph’s Home A10.

Most of the children were committed into St. Joseph’s Home by the
Magistrate Court – with the provision of a government grant of £1 per
month, per child. This amount increased annually.54 The Home received
some form of additional contribution from the parents or relatives of the
50 WHP, AB2896, St. Joseph’s Home, A3, Details of Children Admitted 1923-1968, pp. 1-2.
51 The total number of children’s names that were recorded in the admissions book from 1923 until 1968 was
counted from WHP AB2896 St. Joseph’s Home A3.1 Details of Children Admitted 1923-1968, 1972-1979,
1980-1989.
52 WHP, AB2896, St. Joseph’s Home, A3.4, Lists of committed children. This list is not dated. It contains a list of
the committed children in the Home together with the years they were admitted.
53 WHP, AB2896, St. Joseph’s Home, A1.5, Annual reports and Statements of Accounts, 31 December 1993.
54 WHP, AB2896, St. Joseph’s Home, A3.1, Details of Children Admitted 1923-1968.
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committed children. Some employed mothers promised the Home an extra
contribution, to help support their children financially. For example, Elize
du Plessis’ mother contributed £1 every month towards the upkeep of her
daughter, from 1929-1936.55
In 1939, the number of children admitted into the Home increased,
following the completion of a new building block. According to the Annual
report of 1939, this year “will always remain the outstanding year in the
history of St. Joseph’s Home, for it saw the completion of the Girls’ block”.56
The Committee realised the need to expand the Home, as there were many
requests for the admission of more children from various magistrate courts.57
As a result, the Committee raised money in the immediate community
and around the Transvaal – through street collections, concerts organised
by the Entertainment Committee. The “friends” of St. Joseph’s Home also
contributed money on a monthly basis.58
Over the years, the Home experienced major changes. Initially, St. Joseph’s
Home was established for coloured children of Cape Malay descent only.
Nevertheless, children with African surnames started to appear in the records
in the late 1940s. While the race of the father was sometimes unstated in
illegitimate children’s profiles, it can be assumed that the father was white or
coloured, whereas the mother was black. Joyce Malambo, for instance, was
illegitimate. Similarly, Daniel, Betty and Freda Mokoena who were admitted
on 26 April 1949 were illegitimate children. Their mother Emma Mokoena
was not married to their father Andrew Clarkson; hence, the children took the
mother’s surname.59 The most obvious reason that prevented these mothers
from marrying their children’s fathers was the Prohibition of Mixed Marriage
Act.60 This had a major effect on the children who were neither black nor
white – as it was illegal for a parent to have a child of a different race. Thus,
St. Joseph’s Home was the only hope for some of these mixed-race children,
regardless of whether they were of Cape Malay ancestry.
The majority of children committed into the Home were girls. It accepted
children over 2 years old. Girls were allowed to stay in the Home until they
55
56
57
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60

WHP, AB2896, St. Joseph’s Home, A3.1, Details of Children Admitted 1923-1968, p. 254.
WHP, AB2896, St. Joseph’s Home, A1.5, Annual reports and Statements of Accounts, 31 December 1939, p.1.
WHP, AB2896, St. Joseph’s Home, A1.4, Meeting Minutes 27 July 1927.
WHP, AB2896, St. Joseph’s Home, A1.5, Annual reports and Statements of Accounts, 31 December, 1939, p. 2.
WHP, AB2896, St. Joseph’s Home, A3.2, List of Committed children 1949, pp. 273-275.
The Prohibition of Mixed Marriages Act, Act No 55 of 1949, was an apartheid law that banned marriages
between people of different races.
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were 18 years old, whereas boys were transferred to other institutions when
they reached nine years old.61 It suffices to stress that in the 1920s and late
1930s, no institutions providing for boys existed in either the Transvaal or
the Orange Free State, although a few existed in Cape Town.62 In most cases,
boys who could not find alternative children’s homes were returned to their
families.63 It was only in 1965 that St. Nicolas Home for Boys was opened in
Sophiatown – in reaction to the then Chaplain of St. Joseph’s Home’s, Rev
GA French-Beytagh, plea that a home be provided for boys who could no
longer stay at St. Joseph’s Home.64 Clearly, St. Nicolas Home was a relief to
most young boys who had an alternative place of safety as soon as they left St.
Joseph’s Home, upon turning nine years old.
The British nuns as the “mothers” of the coloured children65
Image 2: Photograph of the Sisters of St. Margaret Order who were caregivers at the Home

Source: University of the Witwatersrand Historical Papers, Johannesburg, AB2896 St. Joseph’s Home A10.

Before 1978, Sisters Olive, Madeleine, Jessica, Ruth, Naomi and Rita were
the permanent matrons of the Home, although a number of other Sisters
regularly visited from England. These were the women the children considered
61 WHP, AB2896, St. Joseph’s Home, A1.1, Constitution, 22 October 1985, p. 7.
62 WHP, AB2896, St. Joseph’s Home, A1.4, St. Joseph’s Jubilee, 1923-1973, p. 5.
63 In the admissions books, when the child was taken out of the Home due to age limit or other reasons, the Sisters
always updated the information by providing a date when the child left and where the child went to. Most of
the children discharged were returned to their families.
64 WHP, AB2896, St. Joseph’s Home, 1.5, Annual report, 31 March 1964, p. 3.
65 The Sisters of St Margaret’s Order were often referred to as Nuns in some literature. In this paper, Nuns or
Sisters is used when referring to them.
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as their mothers, since most of those children were committed at two years
and left the Home when they turned 18 years. Although these nuns were
servants of God and their lives were dedicated to prayer and bible devotion,
they spent time with the children and took them out for spontaneous walks in
the township. In this regard, Sister Rita wrote, “we took the children out for a
long walk this afternoon and the weather was good. Mrs Walker was visiting
and she joined us”.66 Taking walks with the Sisters was a norm at St. Joseph’s
Home. The later generation, Eva, Marie, sisters Ruth, Caroline and Edna
indicated that one of the things they missed about St. Joseph’s Home was
walks to the township with Sister Rita. As they put it, “We would join Sister
Rita and sometimes Sister Naomi in taking long walks in the township. When
the people saw us passing they would say here are the English-coloureds!”67
The children were ironically known as the English-coloureds because they
were coloured people who spoke English.
Apart from running the Home, the Sisters’ primary calling was to serve God;
they took turns to go to Mass every day and sacrificed their lives for the love of
the children they took care of.68 The 1976 Annual report notes that the Sisters
lacked privacy and quiet time, because the Chapel was below the children’s
dormitories. As a result, every noise made by the children was heard when the
Sisters were in devotion.69 Furthermore, the report states that the “Sisters have
to be accorded adequate time and physical conditions in which their interior
life of prayer, Bible study, contemplation and a loving waiting upon God
can be carried out”.70 Though the Sisters reportedly lived under inadequate
conditions, they still carried their duties diligently. The Sisters were clearly an
asset to the Johannesburg Diocese, because of their contribution and positive
role in the life and philosophy of the Diocese.
Technically, St. Joseph’s Home’s children had decent relationships with the
Sisters and a good upbringing. Most of the ex-residents interviewed for this
study seemed happy with the life they experienced under the care of the
Sisters. As Eva put it, “life was a fairy tale at St. Joseph’s Home, everything was
too good to be true. We were loved, cared for protected in a very amazing way.
We were very important. Little did we know that we were in for a surprise
the moment we went to the outside world after spending so many years in
66
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WHP, AB2896, St. Joseph’s Home, A1.2, Diary, 20 November 1923.
Marie (Personal Collection), interview, C Hlongwane (Researcher), 12 July 2013.
WHP, AB2896, St. Joseph’s Home, A2.5, A report by Ecumenical Research Unit, 1976, p. 4.
WHP, AB2896, St. Joseph’s Home, A2.5…, p. 5.
WHP, AB2896, St. Joseph’s Home, A2.5…, p. 7.
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the Home”. After turning 18 years old, Eva was returned to her family in
Kimberly, where she experienced a cultures-shock. She was not used to her
relatives’ lifestyle. She notes that “They drank and swore all day and it was a
lot of us living in a small house”. In addition, Eva was accused of snobbism
when she spoke English and handled herself as she was taught in the Home.71
Marie not only agrees with Eva regarding the love and care received in the
Home, but she adds that the Sisters had prepared the children well for the
outside world by teaching them moral values, housekeeping, and love for one
another.72 Likewise, Edna, Caroline and Ruth acknowledge that the Sisters
played a significant role in their upbringing and credited the Sisters for the
kind of people they became later in life.73 Caroline claims that they are now
responsible members of society because they were influenced positively by the
Sisters.74
Although positive reports about the Sisters outweigh the negative ones, the
relationship between the Sisters and some of the children was not perfect.
Marie and Eva recall unfair treatment from Sister Naomi who favoured some
children and detested others. For example, according to Eva, Sister Naomi
preferred children with “lighter skin and silky hair” than those with “darker
skin and kinkier hair. She always picked up lighter skinned girls to go with her
to certain functions where the girls were needed to help for instance weddings
and other gatherings”.75 Consequently, darker children were segregated
against. Thus, it could be argued that Sister Naomi had racist tendencies
influenced by ignorant Eurocentric views of Africans as primitive.
The English influence on the coloured children
St. Joseph’s Home’s children’s life differed from that of their coloured peers in
Sophiatown and the neighbouring townships. It can be argued that St. Joseph’s
Home’s children were more privileged than any ordinary coloured child in
his/her parents’ household – during apartheid. Indeed, the Home’s children
received education, proper shelter, and meals, compared to other coloured or
black children who lived in neighbouring townships. In this regard, Wendell
Moore’s article “Class D coloureds”: The establishment of Noordgesig, 193171
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Eva (Personal Collection), interview, C Hlongwane, 12 July 2013.
Marie, interview, C Hlongwane, 12 July 2013.
Edna (Personal Collection), interview, K Tselapedi (Researcher), 27 November 2011.
Caroline (Personal Collection), interview, K Tselapedi, 27 November 2011.
Eva, interview, C Hlongwane, 12 July 2013.
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1948” highlights the challenges that coloured families experienced, namely,
living conditions characterised by poverty and overcrowding, as well as
the lack of such services as electricity and sanitation.76 Clearly, St. Joseph’s
Home’s children lived in a stable dwelling where they were well taken care of,
regardless of their racial classification. This shielded the Home’s children from
other coloured people’s challenges.
Although the Home’s children lived “in comfort”, they were envied and
indirectly hated by the older generation of coloureds who worked in the
Home. These staff members regarded the children as enjoying aspects of
white society and culture that they were denied.77 Indeed, the children lived
in a typically European environment evocative of British society than the
coloured one.78 As mentioned by Edna, these children were raised under the
influence of the English culture, because their “mothers” were English. Edna
continues, “we did not behave the way society expected us to behave, we
were far from being typical coloured children in that we spoke differently and
our general behaviour was not that of coloured children in a sense that we
spoke British English and hardly any Afrikaans apart from the older children
who were committed into the Home when they had already mastered the
Afrikaans language”.79 Marie agrees and stresses that the Sisters taught them
to be ladies and, as a result, their behaviour “stood out at school and [in] the
community”.80
Furthermore, Eva explains that everything done in the Home was influenced
by the “English culture”,81 from the music they listened to, the books read in
the library (the children read Shakespeare and a lot of literature) and the food
they ate. She emphasises that “We had English breakfast every morning and our
suppers consisted of steamed vegetables”.82 Consequently, when the children
left the Home, they were – culturally speaking – more English than coloureds.
Yet, circumstances obliged them to be “typical” coloureds and adjust to these
requirements was difficult.83 Additionally, Eva states that society expected St.
Joseph’s Home’s children to behave according to coloured people stereotypes
76
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W Moore, “Class D coloureds”: The establishment of Noordgesig, 1939-1948”, New Contree, 77(1), 2016, p. 15.
WHP, AB2896, St. Joseph’s Home, A2.5, A report by the Ecumenical Research Unit, 1976, p. 9.
WHP, AB2896, St. Joseph’s Home, A2.5, A report by the Ecumenical Research Unit, 1976, p. 10.
Eva, interview, K Tselapedi, 27 November 2011.
Marie, interview, C Hlongwane, 12 July 2013.
Eva was referring to the cultural norms of England and the English people. The Home’s children adopted those
norms from the Sisters.
82 Eva, interview, C Hlongwane, 12 July 2013.
83 WHP, AB2896, St. Joseph’s Home, A2.5, A report by the Ecumenical Research Unit, 1976, p. 11.
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of being “heavy alcoholics, smokers and people who swear a lot.” However,
because they were different, they were despised by other coloureds.84
Since St. Joseph’s Home’s children were heavily influenced by the English
culture, most of the girls attended at Bosmont School, an English school
located in the western part of Johannesburg had a reputation. They were
variously known as “snobs, English ladies, English roses, British coloureds,
spoilt orphans, brats, and spoilt hommies.” Most of the other learners found
it hard to mingle with them, because of cultural differences. According to
Marie, “we were called names because we were different from many other
children. We spoke proper English and conducted ourselves differently from
what the community expected coloureds to behave”.85 The above accounts
prove the significant influence the Sisters had on the children’s lives and
how this enabled them to challenge any categorisation as typical Afrikaans
speaking coloureds.
Eva stresses that the Sisters ensured that every girl had confidence and high
self-esteem, especially at school, because many people “were jealous of our
upbringing”.86 Whenever the girls complained that they were being labelled
abnormal at school, the Sisters reminded them that they were “unique,
beautiful and special in the eyes of God and they should never have an inferior
state of mind”. In other words, the Sisters taught the children to be strongwilled and clear on what they wanted to achieve in life.
Though the relationship between the Sisters and the children seemed good,
the latter had to adhere to a code of conduct that enabled them to administer
the Home effectively. It was essential that the Sisters listened and understood
the children; and that they ensured that standards were set, and that the
children knew what was expected of them. The manner in which the children
were addressed also mattered.87 On the one hand, swearing and shouting at
the children was discouraged, because it harmed them. On the other hand,
shouting was occasionally accepted – to get the attention of a difficult child.88
Evidently, the Sisters had to deal with various types of children with different
personalities. Indeed, these children were from different family backgrounds.
Most of them came from unsuitable families; hence, they had to be removed
84
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Eva, interview, C Hlongwane, 12 July 2013.
Marie, interview, C Hlongwane, 12 July 2013.
Eva, interview, C Hlongwane, 12 July 2013.
WHP, AB2896, St. Joseph’s Home A10, Matrons’ course: The role of the matron, 1970, p. 12
WHP, AB2896, St. Joseph’s Home A10…, p. 14.
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and placed into the Home.89 According to the Sisters’ observation, some
children were very good and happy while others were troublesome, cheeky
and disrespectful to other children and the Home’s staff. For example, Jeanette
James – an abandoned child – was “very disrespectful and ran away twice”.90
Likewise, Maureen Ethel Lyons was a “very rude child and often disrespected
the staff and had a negative influence on other children”.91 Similarly, Daphne
Joseph was “a very difficult child and very rude to the staff and gruesome to
other children. Not satisfactory at all”.92 All these bad behaviours had been
adopted their family homes. Conversely, other children were so well-behaved
that the Sisters liked them. For instance, Cyril van Wyk – who arrived at the
Home when he was two years old – was “a very shy little boy but very nice
and sweet. We are all fond of Cyril. It’s a pity he has to be transferred to St.
Theresa’s Home”.93 Similarly, Martha Sternberg was “a popular child in the
Home and in the school. She is friendly and loved by everyone”.94
Financial challenges at St. Joseph’s Home
While the Home was definitely a safe haven for the destitute children, it
faced major financial constraints from the late 1970s to the early 1990s. Some
of these financial problems were short-term and could be solved easily, others
depended entirely on the financial standing of the benefactors. Accordingly, the
more money and resources the Home received, the fewer financial difficulties
were encountered.95 The Sisters who administered the Home regarded their
duties as their service to the Lord and assistance to humanity. Consequently,
they did not receive any remuneration, compared to hired staff like cooks,
drivers, and janitors whose payment came from the Home’s funds secured
through donors and collections.96
The Home released Annual reports and Statement of Accounts almost from
1939 to 1998. In all reports, the Home pleaded with donors to continue
giving and, if possible, to increase their donations annually, considering
the increasing costs of living and inflation rates. For instance, Rev. Leslie E.
Stradling who – was on the Home’s Committee – wrote to donors on 21 May
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WHP, AB2896, St. Joseph’s Home A10…, p. 15.
WHP, AB2896, St. Joseph’s Home A3.1, Admissions Book 1923-1968, p. 261.
WHP, AB2896, St. Joseph’s Home A3.1, Admissions Book 1923-1968, p. 232.
WHP, AB2896, St. Joseph’s Home A3.1…, p. 202.
WHP, AB2896, St. Joseph’s Home A3.1…, p. 213.
WHP, AB2896, St. Joseph’s Home ,A3.1…, p. 198.
WHP, AB2896, St. Joseph’s Home, A1.5, Annual report, December 1979, p. 2.
WHP, AB2896, St. Joseph’s Home, A1.5…, p. 4.
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1973, informing them about the financial difficulties faced and asking for
more support. He observed that some well-wishers had been donating the
same amount for thirty years.97 According to St. Joseph’s Home’s Constitution,
the funds could only be sourced nationally, although the Essex-based St.
Margaret’s Order to which the Sisters belonged occasionally provided funds
for their upkeep.98
In the early 1980s, when the Sisters had already left for England, the Home
continued to experience financial constraints. However, some individuals
and companies continued to donate food parcels, the children’s clothes, toys
and books. Other people donated their time and assistance in the Home.
For example, some students from the University of the Witwatersrand spent
some afternoons teaching the children how to play musical instruments and
helping them with their homework.99 By 1984, the Home was in serious
financial difficulties. Hence, the children wrote letters to people, begging for
financial assistance. One letter reads:
Dear Friends, I need your help please give me some money we are very poor,
we need some money to buy food for us we have some clothes but it wearing
out. Any amount would do. I am very hungry. I’d appreciate your kindness.
Thank you, Nancy.

Another reads:
Dear People, we have not enough money but some people give us clothes
and shoes but we have not any money of our own. We are just asking for only
some money we are not asking for all your money but only a one sent [cent]
or a two sent [cents]. But help us please friends we asking you. Thank you,
yours sincerely Kathleen.

Yet another reads:100
Dear Friends, the reason why I am writing this letter is to inform you that
St. Joseph’s Home has a big problem would you please help us to collect some
money? I am 15 years of age and am in the Home from 1969. We appreciate
what you will do for us. We have everything here but at this time we are very
poor. Thank you, Beatrice.

The children wrote these letters to various people to help relieve the financial
burden which was hindering the Home. It is unclear whether the children
97 WHP, AB2896, St. Joseph’s Home, A1.5, Annual report, June 1973.
98 WHP, AB2896, St. Joseph’s Home, A1.5, Annual report, December 1974, p. 7.
99 WHP, AB2896, St. Joseph’s Home, A1.5, Annual report, December 1981, p. 4.
100 WHP, AB2896, St. Joseph’s Home, A9.2, Correspondence: Children, p. 9.
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planned to write the letters themselves or were instructed to do so by the then
Principal of the Home or management.
Conclusion
During apartheid South Africa, children of colour experienced unequal
upbringings, as they were not given the same opportunities as their white
counterparts. Non-white children lacked such opportunities that could
change their future as education and decent upbringing. On the one hand,
most children in Sophiatown purposelessly roamed the streets and lived in
destitution. On the other hand, some coloured children in lived an opulent
life. These once-destitute coloured children became heavily influenced by the
British culture and led better lives than their coloured peers. They enjoyed
basic needs that other coloured and black children in South Africa were
deprived of. The St. Joseph’s Home coloured children had access to school,
food, decent clothes, and a comfortable shelter.
St. Joseph’s Home spared a number of coloured children the discrimination
caused by apartheid, by giving them an opportunity to live descent lives while
most of their peers struggled. However, their luxurious life was short lived.
Upon turning 18, they were forced to adapt to new lifestyles in the coloured
communities. Most of those who went back to coloured communities – after
spending many years in the Home – did not receive a warm welcome. They
experienced resentment and were labelled snobs, because they found it hard to
fit in the outside world. These children’s “colouredness” was affected because
they grew up under the influence of “British culture” and the English language
which they adopted while growing up in the Home. They later became strangers
to the culture into which the apartheid society categorised them.
Altogether, the history of St. Joseph’s Home challenges the perception
that children who grew up in orphanages experienced hardships and abuses
perpetrated by their caregivers. Although life in the Home was not a fairytale for these children, they were better cared for in the Home than in their
original homes. However, prior to being declared a National Monument in
1998, the Home faced serious financial constraints, which forced some of
the children to beg for money. Nevertheless, it is undeniable that St. Joseph’s
Home in Sophiatown contributed significantly to relieving some of the South
Africa’s coloured children from the deprivation and other circumstances that
justified their committal.
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Some notes on the early history of the Tembe,
1280 AD-1800 AD
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Abstract
The Tembe tribe, which resides south of Maputo Bay, originates from the
present day Zimbabwe and is also linked through archaeological evidence
to the ancient state of Mapungubwe. It migrated to Mozambique and later
occupied the land south of Maputo Bay, straddling between Mozambique and
South Africa, from Mkhuze and Maputo.
The list of its rulers has been confused over the years due to the repetition over
various generations of most of the names and distortion of some of the names
to suit the Tsonga language (or its Rhonga dialect), which the Tembe adopted
in later years. A close look at the names, however, does give a chronology of
the history of the tribe from its breakaway from the Mapungubwe.
Therefore, the focus of this article is on the time of the breakaway to the
end of the 18th century, when it was in its apogee with a recognised kingdom.
It looks into the migration route from Mapungubwe and the succession
history of the ruling lineage during this period. The article helps to boost
the understanding of the Tembe’s Kalanga links and could help assist future
research of other Kalanga migrations to the south around the same period.
Keywords: Tembe; Kalanga; History; Migration; Genealogy; Lineage; Tribe;
Kingdom.

The Tembe currently occupy the area between the Mozambican capital
Maputo and Mkhuze in the South African province of KwaZulu-Natal. They
have a unique history that sets them apart from their Zulu, Swazi and fellow
Rhonga neighbours. After migrating to this area around the end of the 15th
century, they established a mighty kingdom among the Tsonga, which reached
its apex in the 18th century under King Mangobe.
Historical sources suggest that the Tembe is one of the lineages which
emerged from the Kalanga in the beginning of the second millennium AD.1
Its history among the Tsonga is recorded in Portuguese sources from the
1

HA Junod, The life of a South African tribe, 1 (MacMillan & Co., London, 1927), pp. 21-23; DW Hedges, DW
Hedges, “Trade and politics in southern Mozambique and Zululand in the eighteenth and early nineteenth
centuries” (PhD, University of London, 1978), pp. 114-115; M Mathebula, 800 years of Tsonga history
(Sharpshoot Publishers, Polokwane, 2002), p. 22.
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middle of the millennium, when the lineage had established a large kingdom
among the Tsonga.2 Nothing about the lineage is recorded before this period
and very little is documented in its first hundred years of its contact with
the Europeans. Thus, oral and archaeological evidence is the only tool to
reconstruct the missing data.
Oral accounts of the Tembe associate them with the Kalanga, prior to
the lineage becoming part of the Tsonga.3 Tembe people have a salutation,
“Nkalanga”4 similar to “Khalanga”5 of the Valoyi, another lineage with
Kalanga origin and a kingdom among the Tsonga6.
New evidence suggests the Tembe were part of the Mapungubwe culture7,
which dates back to 1075 AD.8 The evidence is based mainly on the discovery
of pottery at the Tembe cemetery at Matutwini (also Matutuine or Matutuin),
suggesting a link to Mapungubwe,9 either posterior or from common
background.10 The period of the decline of Mapungubwe also coincides with
the period of the Tembe’s movement towards Mozambique, datable to around
1280 AD through oral and archaeological evidence. Sources also suggest
that the Tembe are an eastern outlier of what they call “Mapungubwe K2
formation”.
There is generally confusion regarding the genealogy of the Tembe from this
period, mainly due to the repetitive nature of the names among their leaders
across the generations. Therefore, the name of the leader of the Tembe around
this period is not mentioned among the various works that have so far been
2

RJ Kloppers, “The history and representation of the history of the Mabhudu-Tembe” (MA, University of
Stellenbosch, 2003), p. 10; D Webster, “Tembe-Thonga kinship: The marriage of anthropology and history”,
Cashiers d’Etudes Africaines, 104 (XXVI), 1986, p. 613.
3 HA Junod, The life of a South African tribe, p. 23; E Eldredge, Kingdoms and chiefdoms of southeastern Africa:
Oral traditions and history (University of Rochester Press, Boydell & Brewer, 2015), p. 122; M Mathebula
(Personal Collection), interview, G Liesegang (History professor, University of Eduardo Mondlane, Maputo)/
M Mathebula (Researcher, Xitsonga Heritage Foundation), 11 December 2012; D Webster, “Tembe-Thonga
kinship...”, Cashiers d’Etudes Africaines, 104 (XXVI), 1986, p. 613; RJ Kloppers, “The history and representation
of the history of the Mabhudu-Tembe” (MA, University of Stellenbosch, 2003), p. 14.
4 HA Junod, The life of a South African tribe..., p. 23; DW Hedges, “Trade and politics...”, p. 115.
5 AA Jaques, Swivongo swa Machangana (Vatsonga) (Sasavona Publishers, Braamfontein, 1938), p. 127
6 HA Junod, The life of a South African tribe..., pp. 21-22.
7 G Liesegang, “Of doubt dates, invisible states and partly visible population movements: New views on political
structures and population movements in southern Mozambique ca. 1100 to present” (Paper, African Archaelogy
Network Conference, Kampala, 2-8 August 2012), p. 25; M Mathebula (Personal Collection), interview, G
Liesegang/M Mathebula, 11 December 2013.
8 E Eldredge, Kingdoms and chiefdoms of southeastern Africa Kingdoms and chiefdoms …, p. 11.
9 M Mathebula (Personal Collection), interview, G Liesegang/M Mathebula, 11 December 2013
10 G Liesegang, “Of doubt dates, invisible states and partly visible population movements…” (Paper, AAN
Conference 2012), p. 25.
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published. However, its mystery may be hidden in the story of origin among
the Rhonga, a sub-identity of the Tsonga to which the Tembe belong.
Two names are believed to be those of the first recorded human beings
among the Rhonga. Both names are repeated in the Tembe genealogy in
later years. One of these is “Nsilambowa”,11 which repeats itself in the Tembe
genealogy in later generations in a slightly different form.12 The Tembe is also
the only lineage that regards this name as its traditional possession rather
than any of the other lineages that share this legend.13 The name means “one
who grinds vegetables”.14 The other historic name is that of “Likalahumba”,
meaning “the one who brought a glowing cinder in a shell”.15 Some accounts
seem to suggest that Likalahumba was a man and Nsilambowa a woman,16
while others regard them simply as the first two human beings.17 The name
Likalahumba also repeats itself among the Tembe in later generations in the
form of “Dhlahumba” or “Ludahumba”.18
Therefore, it is likely that the names represent the originator and successor
to the originator of the Tembe.19 Although many accounts do not state, who
among these names came first, thus portraying the names as belonging to
either the same man or the first man and woman, those who do are consistent
in stating that Likalahumba emerged first, followed by Nsilambowa.20 Other
sources simply state that Likalahumba was senior and Nsilambowa junior.21
In similar circumstances, there is a legend of “Gwambe” and “Dzavana”,
who are also thought to be first men among some Tsonga groups with Kalanga
11 HA Junod, The life of a South African tribe..., pp. 21, p. 349.
12 RJ Kloppers, “The history and representation of the history of the Mabhudu-Tembe” (MA, University of
Stellenbosch, 2003), p. 10; AT Bryant, Olden times in Zululand and Natal (Longmans, Green & Co Ltd, 1929),
p. 293; AA Jaques, Swivongo swa Machangana..., p. 122; HA Junod, The life of a South African tribe..., p. 25;
DW Hedges, “Trade and politics...”, pp. 261-262; M Mathebula, 800 years of Tsonga history…, p. 23.
13 M Mathebula (Personal Collection), interview, M Tembe (Member, Tembe Royal House, Manguzi)/M
Mathebula (Researcher, Xitsonga Heritage Foundation), 19 October 2006.
14 HA Junod, The life of a South African tribe..., 1, p. 21; M Mathebula (Personal Collection), interview, XE
Mabaso (Senior Lecturer, UNISA, Linguistics)/M Mathebula (Researcher, Xitsonga Heritage Foundation), 8
June 2017; M Mathebula (Personal Collection), interview, T Khosa (Co-Editor, VIVMAG, Johannesburg)/M
Mathebula (Researcher, Xitsonga Heritage Foundation), 8 June 2017.
15 HA Junod, The life of a South African tribe..., p. 349.
16 HA Junod, The life of a South African tribe..., pp. 349-350.
17 HA Junod, The life of a South African tribe..., pp. 21-22.
18 D Webster, “Tembe-Thonga kinship...”, Cashiers d’Etudes Africaines, 104 (XXVI), 1986, p. 613.
19 HA Junod, The life of a South African tribe..., p. 21.
20 M Mathebula (Personal Collection), interview, M Tembe/M Mathebula, 19 October 2006; M Mathebula
(Personal Collection), interview, T Khosa/M Mathebula, 8 June 2017.
21 M Mathebula (Personal Collection), interview, M Tembe/M Mathebula, 19 October 2006; M Mathebula
(Personal Collection), interview, M Mthembu (researcher, Department of Education, KwaZulu-Natal,
Durban)/M Mathebula (researcher, Xitsonga Heritage Foundation), 11 November 2000.
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origin.22 The two names are found among the Copi, as the originator of the
tribe and his successor, although the successor’s name often takes the form of
Zavala.23 Other sources interpret the two names to refer to Gwambe as the
originator of the Valoyi24 and Dzavana as the originator of the N’wanati25
(both found among the Tsonga), apparently because the name Gwambe
appears in both the Valoyi and the Copi; and the N’wanati are part of the
Copi.26
Therefore, from Mapungubwe, the Tembe nucleus would have moved to the
direction of Pafuri27 with Likalahumba, and proceeded to the lower Limpopo
valley.28 They would have arrived in Nkomati valley,29 with Tembe,30 probably
by the end of the 15th century. By the time they were encountered by the
Portuguese in 1554,31 they would have been in that region for more than half
a century.32
Some accounts suggest Tembe was the son of Mwali33 (who would be Mwali
I, judging by the appearance of the name in later generations). Mwali I,
therefore, is likely to be the son of Nsilambowa. Thus, Tembe could be the
fourth generation leader after the lineage left Mapungubwe.
Their arrival at Nkomati is a subject of legend among the Tembe, claiming
to have arrived there “on a floating island of papyrus”34. They also have a
traditional saying that goes: “Phandje Phandje ra nala – Tembe kulu a wela”,35
22 HA Junod, The life of a South African tribe..., pp. 21-22, 349.
23 HA Junod, “The Bathonga of the Transvaal”, Addresses & Papers of the British South African Association for the
Advancement of Science, 3, 1905, p. 151; AA Jaques, Swivongo swa Machangana..., p. 138.
24 HA Junod, The life of a South African tribe..., pp. 22; AA Jaques, Swivongo swa Machangana..., pp. 125-127.
25 M Mathebula (Personal Collection), interview, MP Mathebula (Deputy Chairman, Huvonkulu ya ka Valoyi,
Giyani)/M Mathebula (researcher, Xitsonga Heritage Foundation), 28 August 2012 ; M Mathebula (Personal
Collection), interview, D Baloi (headman, Nkovele community, Nkovele)/M Mathebula (researcher, Xitsonga
Heritage Foundation), 9 August 2012.
26 HA Junod, The life of a South African tribe, p. 21.
27 M Mathebula (Personal Collection), interview, H Mabasa (researcher, Tsonga History Discource, Alberton)/M
Mathebula (researcher, Xitsonga Heritage Foundation), 1 October 2013.
28 RJ Kloppers, “The history and representation of the history of the Mabhudu-Tembe” (MA, University of
Stellenbosch, 2003), p. 14; M Mathebula (Personal Collection), interview, G Liesegang/M Mathebula, 11
December 2013.
29 HA Junod, The life of a South African tribe..., p. 23; AA Jaques, Swivongo swa Machangana..., p. 121; DW
Hedges, “Trade and politics...”, p. 115; M Mathebula (Personal Collection), interview, G Liesegang/M
Mathebula, 11 December 2013.
30 DW Hedges, “Trade and politics...”, pp. 114-115; M Mathebula, 800 years of Tsonga history..., p. 22.
31 RJ Kloppers, “The history and representation of the history of the Mabhudu-Tembe”, p. 15; D Webster,
“Tembe-Thonga kinship…”, Cashiers d’Etudes Africaines, 104 (XXVI), 1986, p. 613.
32 HA Junod, The life of a South African tribe..., p. 27.
33 M Mathebula (Personal Collection), interview, M Tembe/M Mathebula, 19 October 2006.
34 HA Junod, The life of a South African tribe..., p. 23.
35 E Eldredge, Kingdoms and chiefdoms of southeastern Africa..., p. 122.
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explaining the arrival of Tembenkulu (the first or great Tembe). The coastal
area east of Manyisa in Mozambique is still called Kalanga, which adds
impetus to their claim of having stayed there36. They would have crossed over
to the south bank later.The Tembe branch at Inhambane could have emerged
in the same period37, because the Matshinye oral accounts claim its originator,
Matshinye, has direct ancestry from Tembe (as his father).38
Image 1: The first four rulers of the Tembe

Source: Author’s compilation.

By the middle of the 16th century, around 1554, there was already a river
around Maputo Bay, known as Tembe and recorded by the Portuguese as
“Zembe” (‘Zembe’ could be the original form of the name ‘Tembe’, meaning
‘charcoal’ in Kalanga). It was described as “flowing to the mouth” (of the Bay)
and “separating the king of that name from the dominion of the king Nyaka
(of the kingdom with the same name).39 Junod40 explained the naming:
36 Liesegang 2012:13; M Mathebula (Personal Collection), interview, G Liesegang/M Mathebula, 11 December
2013.
37 M Mathebula (Personal Collection), interview, G Liesegang/M Mathebula, 11 December 2013.
38 AA Jaques, Swivongo swa Machangana..., p. 64.
39 HA Junod, The life of a South African tribe..., p. 27; A Kuper, “The academic frontier: History of social
anthropology”, P McAllister (ed), Culture and the commonplace anthropological essays in honour of David
Hammond-Tooke (Johannesburg, Witwatersrand University Press, 1997), p. 24; RJ Kloppers, “The history
and representation of the history of the Mabhudu-Tembe”, p. i; J Write, C Hamilton, “Traditions and
transformations: The Pongola-Mzimkhulu region in the late 18th and early 19th centuries”, A Duming, B Guest
(eds), Natal and Zululand from earliest times to 1910 (Pietermaritsburg, A New History, 1989), pp. 57-58.
40 HA Junod, The life of a South African tribe..., p. 27.
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If the Natives already called rivers after the name of these chiefs, it is probable
that the chiefs themselves were already dead, and had lived in a more or less
remote past.

Therefore, if the Tembe arrived further south with their leader with the same
name, the man who was reigning as king Tembe in the middle of the 16th
century was probably his successor. Although records are scarce on his name,
some sources suggest he was called Nkupu or Nkupo41 (otherwise referred to
as Nkupu I or Nkupo I due to the name’s prevalence in later generations).
Apart from the Nyaka kingdom that bordered the southern part of the
Tembe, there was another kingdom called Belingane. It was situated between
the present day Maphutha (or Maputsu) and Tembe rivers, in the south and
north, respectively, including some parts of Maputo Bay. It was bordered by
the Nyaka in the east and the Lebombo (or uBombo) Mountains in the west42.
Like the Nyaka and the Tembe, the kingdom was probably named after its
leader. Some sources mention a man called Buyingane (as in Belingane), who
reigned in the area. The Tembe River was also recorded by the early European
explorer, Lavanha, as Mclengana. There is a hill not far from the mouth of
Maputo River called Nkelengana. Both names are thought to have been
derived from Belingane or Buyingane.43
In later years, the Tembe abandoned their area north of Nkomati and
occupied land of the two southern kingdoms. The first of these kingdoms
to fall in their hands was the Belingane as the latter’s demise coincided with
the rise of the Tembe in the same area.44 Nkupo I probably spearheaded this
expansionist movement, considering the presence of the Tembe already in the
area in the middle of the 16th century and their expansion towards the end
of the century. Therefore, Nkupo I should be regarded as the first king of the
Tembe. There is no evidence suggesting that all the other rulers before him
presided over an entity qualifying as a kingdom; hence, the reference to the
Tembe merely as a lineage in their earlier history.
Nkupo I’s successor was Xiguge (also Xiguge I45 or Sikuke46). He probably
reigned around the end of the 16th century or beginning of the 17th century,
41 HA Junod, The life of a South African tribe..., p. 25.
42 DW Hedges, “Trade and politics...”, pp. 103.
43 HA Junod, “The conditions of natives in East Africa in the sixteenth century according to the early Portuguese
documents”, Report of the South African Association for the Advancement of Science, 1914, p. 148
44 DW Hedges, “Trade and politics..., pp. 103,117,136,192.
45 AA Jaques, Swivongo swa Machangana..., p. 122; M Mathebula, 800 years of Tsonga history..., p. 12.
46 AT Bryant, Olden times in Zululand and Natal..., p. 293.
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contrary to sources that put his reign to the end of the 17th century (all derived
from Bryant’s estimation).47 In the same century (17th century), two other rulers
led the kingdom: Ludahumba48 or Dhlahumba49 or Dhlahumbe50 (probably
supposedly Likalahumba II) and Silambowa51 (probably Nsilambowa II).
Dlahumba should have reigned until around the middle of the 17th century
or slightly beyond,52 but certainly not until 1728, as some records suggest.53
Dlahumba was succeeded by his son, Silambowa,54 around this period, who
had two known sons, Mwali (corrupted by the Tsonga into N’wali - he would
supposedly be Mwali II) and Mangobe (also N’wangove/Mangove).55 Some
sources say Mwali II did not reign,56 but those who claim he did,57 argue
that his reign was brief and ended around 1720.58 They argue that this was
the reason, why his heir, known in Dutch records as Madomadom, was still
a minor.59 Therefore, it is safer to say Mwali II had a short reign than that
he did not reign at all. The name Madomadom is probably derived from
“mudlomadlomana”, a sacred wood of the Tembe, where sacrifices for spirits
were held.60 Madomadom was also known as Nkalanki among his people.61
Mwali II’s younger brother, Mangobe, was the ruler of the kingdom as regent
for Madomadom.62
Mangobe was already a renowned leader among the Rhonga in the early
1720s. In 1723, he approached the Dutch with the aim of establishing trade
relations with them, capitalising on their attack earlier that year by the people
recorded as “Hottentots” (certainly the Khoi). He is said to have gone to
the Dutch fort to offer assistance against the attackers, if they would supply
47
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firearms in order to execute such aid. The request for arms was declined,63
but he went on to spearhead major expansions of the Tembe territory to the
south from the middle of the third decade of the 18th century.64 In 1725,
his forces crossed the Maputo River and invaded the Maxavane (a splitter
kingdom of the Nyaka), defeating their forces. They acquired a large number
of cattle from the territory, and confiscated 80 of what the Dutch records
describe as “marketable goods”. They also took most of the land belonging to
the Maxavane and reduced their country and power and, to a large extent,
their significance in the region.65
In 1728, Madomadom took over from Mangobe and forced the latter into exile
in Maxavane’s country.66 Madomadom probably learned a lot from the prowess
of Mangobe. He soon proved himself as one of the respected military men in the
region. He joined forces with his neighbour in Mpfumu, Mbhinyi (also recorded
as Biri or Bin), in a series of conflicts with another of his neighbouring kingdoms,
Mazwaya, to help the Mpfumu break away from the Mazwaya overlordship.
Earlier in 1720, the Mazwaya had attacked Mbhinyi and reduced his
kingdom to their tributary. An officer of the Mazwaya, known as Mateke, had
been appointed as governor over Mpfumu.67 The combined forces succeeded
in forcing the Mazwaya to retreat northward to the left bank of the Nkomati
River. By October 1728, they had penetrated further north to the village
of Maswanganyi (recorded as Massanguano),68 called Byandlani,69 on the
Nkomati. The army then turned to attack the Matsolo, whose chief was also
forced to abandon his lands.70 In the beginning of 1729, the Mpfumu and
the Tembe moved successfully further north against the N’wamba. In April
1729, however, a combined force of Manyisa, Matsolo, Mateke and Mazwaya
marched against and defeated the Mpfumu, who, on this occasion, were not
aided by troops from the Tembe. Nevertheless, Mbhinyi took refuge in Tembe
country,71 but later returned to rule his people.72
63 DW Hedges, “Trade and politics...”, pp. 123-124.
64 DW Hedges, “Trade and politics...”, p. 124; AA Jaques, Swivongo swa Machangana..., p. 122; D Webster, “TembeThonga kinship…”, Cashiers d’Etudes Africaines, 104 (XXVI), 1986, p. 613.
65 DW Hedges, “Trade and politics ...”, pp. 124; A Smith, Delagoa and the trade of south-eastern Africa”, R Gray,
D Birmingham (eds), Pre-colonial African trade: Essays on trade in central and eastern Africa before 1900
(Oxford, Oxford University Press, 1970), p. 281.
66 DW Hedges, “Trade and politics...”, p. 125.
67 E Eldredge, Kingdoms and chiefdoms of southeastern Africa..., p. 127.
68 DW Hedges, “Trade and politics...”, p. 124.
69 AA Jaques, Swivongo swa Machangana..., p. 62.
70 DW Hedges, “Trade and politics centuries...”, p. 124.
71 DW Hedges, “Trade and politics...”, p. 125.
72 DW Hedges, “Trade and politics...”, p. 126.
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However, Madomadom’s power was soon challenged by Mangobe, who
launched a series of attacks from Maxavane’s country.73 By November 1731,
Mangobe had taken over as the ruler of the Tembe, and Madomadom was in
exile in Mpfumu. Mbhinyi attempted to help his dispossessed neighbour and
friend regain his throne, but to no avail.
The dispute between the two branches of the Tembe ruling lineage continued
for some years, until Mangobe totally defeated Madomadom,74 who eventually
died in 1746.75 Some sources suggest he was killed by Mangobe and Maputsu
(Mangobe’s junior son),76 but the two houses continued to fight until around
1795.77
By the middle of the 18th century, the Tembe territory had expanded
extensively south of Maputo Bay. It stretched from the ocean in the east to
the Lebombo hills in the west and from Maputo Bay to a distance of “twelve
days” in the south,78 around Mfolozi and Mkhuze. It was one of the largest
kingdoms in the region.
The might of Mangobe and the immensity of the area he controlled are
reflected in traditions among the tribespeople, which show his status as the
“maker”’ of the kingdom.79 He later established his capital near the presentday village of Madubula, next to the forest, where his remains lie in the royal
cemetery, in the southern part of the province known as Matutwini80 (Some
sources suggest it is probable that Madubula could have been forced south by
the Portuguese occupation because the old cemetery is west or northwest of
Matutwini, partly under the road from Porto Henrique to Matutwini, east of
the former S Roque Mission. The 1.250.000 map of the area has a small flat
valley (baixa) identified as Mangobe nearby).81
Mangobe further ensured his control of the lowlands, including the right
bank of the Maputsu River, by placing his sons there as governors. Of his chief
wife, Mitshandlwane,82 Mangobe had three sons, each with a responsibility
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for a major province of Tembe country: Nkupo II was given the northern
province, bordering the shores of Maputo Bay; Mbhanyele ruled Matutwini
(including the new capital); while Maputsu was appointed to the area south
and east of the river to which later custom gave his name. A fourth son,
Ndhumu (also Ndumu or Ndumo from a junior house), was given the area
near the confluence of the Pongola and Great uSuthu rivers.83 Nkupo II was
the eldest and heir, Mbhanyele the second eldest and Maputsu the youngest
from the great house.84 Two other sons from junior houses are also mentioned:
Mahulule85 and Mbendane.86 Around this time, the Tembe was the most
powerful kingdom around the present-day Maputo Bay.87
Image 2: List of Mangobe’s sons

Source: Author’s compilation.

Only Maputsu took it upon himself to expand the territory he was given
by his father. He and his sons further consolidated the kingdom to the south
and southeast, effectively absorbing the southern Nyaka and its constituent
chiefdoms and subjugating the reigning king Muthovotahomu.88 Maputsu is
remembered as “the most intelligent, proud, arrogant, warlike and intrepid’ (of
Mangobe’s sons). Among the tribespeople, he is known as the hosi (chief ) who
“lit the fire”, the man who “founded the kingdom”,89 certainly in reference to
consolidating his own kingdom in the south later on.
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Though there is no certainty about the date of Mangobe’s death, some sources
suggest that this occurred in the period l758-l765.90 Some sources suggest
176491 and 1754,92 although records exist of some activities still reflecting his
name as late as 1758.93 Because no other activities in his name are mentioned
beyond 1758, this could be the more realistic year of his death. Nevertheless,
Mangobe became the last king to rule over the united Tembe kingdom.
Image 3: List of rulers in the united Tembe kingdom

Source: Author’s compilation.

Nkupo II, as the eldest son and legitimate heir, succeeded Mangobe.
However, his capital remained in a forested part of northern Tembe, in the
area immediately south of the bay, rather than in the south near that of
Mangobe. Tradition relates that he had none of the spirit of a ruler, but was
weak and indecisive. His conduct of affairs was so out of keeping with that
of his father that his brothers in the southern provinces of the kingdom were
inspired to declare their independence.94
90 DW Hedges, “Trade and politics...”, pp. 137, 282; RJ Kloppers, “The history and representation of the history
of the Mabhudu-Tembe”, (MA, University of Stellenbosch, 2003), p. 17.
91 DW Hedges, “Trade and politics...”, p. 293.
92 AA Jaques, Swivongo swa Machangana..., p. 122; M Mathebula, 800 years of Tsonga history..., p. 12.
93 DW Hedges, “Trade and politics...”, p.138.
94 DW Hedges, “Trade and politics...”, p. 137.
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Image 4: Tembe Provinces that seceded after the death of Mangobe. Maputsu (marked
Mabudu) was the largest of these provinces. Mbhanyele’s province (formerly Matutwini,
marked Mapanielle) incorporated Ndhumu’s province in the west. Nkupo II retained the
northern province which retained the name Tembe.
Maputsu was first to secede with his large province, followed by Mbhanyele, who also took
the territory of Ndhumu with him. In addition to the secession of his brothers, Nkupo II’s
much reduced kingdom faced another threat. Madomadom had left a son, Xiguge II, who
claimed his rightful inheritance shortly after Nkupo II’s accession.95

Source: L Chewins, “Trade at Delagoa Bay: The influence of trade on political structures, 1721-1799”
(MA, Wits, 2015), p. 110.

Tradition recounts that Nkupo II succeeded in capturing the pretender, who
was bound hand and foot and thrown in the river; however, Xiguge II actually
had the good fortune to escape this predicament.96

95 DW Hedges, “Trade and politics...”, p. 143.
96 DW Hedges, “Trade and politics...”, pp. 143-144.
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Nkupo II’s short reign was followed by that of Muhari97 (also called Mhali98
or Muhali99 – probably from Mwali and would have been Mwali III) in
1771.100 He seems to have been a statesman of much greater energy, but his
leadership was soon challenged by Xiguge II, whose second attempt to install
himself also failed. On this occasion, however, Xiguge II was not captured,
but became a fugitive, eventually taking up residence in Matsolo country.
However, the arrangement between Xiguge II and the chief of Matsolo
became a cause of dispute between the Matsolo and the Tembe. In July 1777,
Xiguge II was expelled from Matsolo. Towards the end of July 1777, Muhari
called a meeting of his councillors to discuss the situation brought about by
his rival’s expulsion. Xiguge II went to the Tembe capital and appeared at
the meeting, determined on a conciliatory course. He asked, however, for
the restitution of the province that his father had governed as a young man.
Instead, Muhari executed him and fourteen of his family members.101
Though Muhari thus regained authority and prestige in northern Tembe,
he did not succeed in achieving control over his uncles’ territories to the
south. During the famine of spring 1777, Mbhanyele, who ruled over the
province which included Mangobe’s gravesite was host to Maputsu, Ndhumu
and Mahulule, but not Muhari, when they gathered to slaughter cattle as a
sacrifice to their ancestor Mangobe.
Muhari was unable to control the relationships between his uncles and
the Austrians, despite the fact that the Austrian factory was in his territory
and, when signing the treaty with the Austrians he claimed that Maputsu
and Mbhanyele belonged to his kingdom. The Austrians later made separate
treaties with Maputsu and Mbhanyele to facilitate trade in their respective
areas.102
The common and probably correct view is that Maputsu died in 1782.103
However, there are sources suggesting that he was still alive in the early

97 HA Junod, The life of a South African tribe..., p. 25; DW Hedges, “Trade and politics...”, pp. 143-144.
98 DW Hedges, “Trade and politics...”, p. 261.
99 DW Hedges, “Trade and politics...”, p. 262.
100 HA Junod, The life of a South African tribe..., p. 25.
101 DW Hedges, “Trade and politics...”, pp. 143-144.
102 DW Hedges, “Trade and politics...”, p. 144.
103 AA Jaques, Swivongo swa Machangana..., p. 122; DW Hedges, “Trade and politics...”, p.262; M Mathebula,
800 years of Tsonga history..., p. 12; D Mthethwa, “The mobilization of history and the Tembe chieftaincy in
Maputaland, 1896-1997” (MA, University of Natal, 2002), p. 50.
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1790s,104 apparently because of his name still lingering in political circles.
According to some accounts among the Tembe, Maputsu was supposed to
have been succeeded by his son, Mwayi105 or Muwayi106 (certainly a corruption
of Mwali107 and therefore supposedly Mwali IV). These sources suggest that
he did not reign and that Maputsu’s substantive successor was Makasane,
the son of Mwayi.108 However, Mwayi seems to have reigned from 1782.
Some historic sources recount that Mwayi was as forceful and authoritative
as his father, and remembered particularly for his defeat of Sabi, the son and
successor to Mbhanyele, whose territory was brought within the ambit of the
Maputsu109 (Mbhanyele had died somewhere around 1780).110 Mwayi died
during this battle in 1798111 and Makasane succeeded him.112
Muhari was succeeded by the man known in ancient records as “Kapell”
or “Capella”113 (probably Khavele), in 1795.114 His relationship with Muhari
is not clear. Some records seem to suggest he was his son115 and others state
he was his brother.116 Sources suggest “Kapell” was “very powerful and had
always with him a merchant, who traded in ivory”.117 His royal salutation was
“Ngholanyama”, meaning lion, which men recited, while crawling on their
knees before the king.118 This salutation could have been shared with the
southern kingdom of Maputsu, in addition to the ones it had.

104 DW Hedges, “Trade and politics...”, pp. 153; RJ Kloppers, “The history and representation of the history of the
Mabhudu-Tembe”, (MA, University of Stellenbosch, 2003), p. 10.
105 AT Bryant, Olden times in Zululand and Natal..., p. 293; HA Junod, The life of a South African tribe..., pp.
25; D Mthethwa, “The mobilization of history and the Tembe chieftaincy in Maputaland, 1896-1997” (MA,
University of Natal, 2002), p. 50.
106 HA Junod, The life of a South African tribe..., p. 25.
107 Hedges 1978:261; D Mthethwa, “The mobilization of history and the Tembe chieftaincy in Maputaland, 18961997” (MA, University of Natal, 2002), p. 50.
108 AA Jacques, Swivongo swa Machangana..., pp. 122; M Mathebula, 800 years of Tsonga history..., p. 12.
109 DW Hedges, “Trade and politics...”, p. 153.
110 DW Hedges, “Trade and politics...”, p. 261.
111 RJ Kloppers, “The history and representation of the history of the Mabhudu-Tembe”, (MA, University of
Stellenbosch, 2003), p. 31; HA Junod, The life of a South African tribe..., p. 25; AT Bryant, Olden times in
Zululand and Natal..., p. 293; Mthethwa, “The mobilization of history and the Tembe chieftaincy in
Maputaland, 1896-1997” (MA, University of Natal, 2002), p. 53.
112 DW Hedges, “Trade and politics...”, p. 153.
113 HF Fynn (letter), MG Theal, Records of South-East Africa, 2 (Cape Town, Government of the Cape Colony,
1908), p. 471.
114 HA Junod, The life of a South African tribe..., pp. 25; AT Bryant, Olden times in Zululand and Natal..., p. 293.
115 Owen 1823 (letter), MG Theal, Records of South-East Africa, Vol. 2 (Cape Town, Government of the Cape
Colony, 1908), p. 486.
116 HA Junod, The life of a South African tribe..., p. 25.
117 HA Junod, The life of a South African tribe..., p. 141.
118 HA Junod, The life of a South African tribe..., p. 383.
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Therefore, by the end of the 18th century, the Tembe had split into two
kingdoms: the northern Tembe retaining the original name and the southern
kingdom adopting that of Maputsu, its founder. The split effectively took
place, when Nkupo II took over, originally splitting the kingdom into three,
but the Maputsu soon thereafter brought the other splitter kingdom into
their fold and reduced the number to two.
Image 5: Rulers of the two branches of the Tembe at the end of the 18th century

Source: Author’s compilation.

Conclusion
The Tembe’s migration is traceable from Mapungubwe in 1280, where they
were part of the Kalanga. Although there has been some uncertainty around
the originator of the lineage, the two names of the people believed to be “the
first men on earth” in the Tembe legend are believed to be the originator of
the tribe and his successor. From Mapungubwe, they migrated to Pafuri, then
to the lower Limpopo valley, before settling in the Nkomati valley.
Between Mapungubwe and Nkomati valley, four rulers probably reigned:
Likalahumba, Nsilambowa, Mwali I and Tembe, the latter certainly arriving
with the lineage in the Nkomati valley. While living in the Nkomati valley,
Matshinye, one of the sons of Tembe, moved to Inhambane to establish a
chieftainship there. He should be the brother to Nkupo I, who succeeded
Tembe. Nkupo I is the man, who transformed what could have been a simple
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chiefdom into a kingdom of the Tembe.
The expansion of the Tembe power took several dimensions in the early
years of the kingdom. Swallowing two other southern kingdoms, those of
the Belingane and the Nyaka, was the most significant one, followed by
dominance of chiefdoms further south in the final years of the 18th century.
The unity of the Tembe remained intact and unthreatened for the greater part
of the reigns of Xiguge I, Dhlahumba, Silambowa and Mwali II. However,
once these rulers were gone, tensions arose within the ruling lineage.
First, the successor to Mwali II, Mangobe, expanded the kingdom and
immensely increased its power south of Maputo Bay, right up to Mkhuze
River. It was perhaps this strength that made him refuse to give up power to
the rightful ruler, Nkalanki or Madomadom, on whose behalf he was ruling
as regent. Although Nkalanki / Madomadom managed to ascend the Tembe
throne for about three years, during which time he made a name for himself
as a military man, Mangobe seized the power and effectively dislodged the
rightful lineage from the throne. With the help of his sons, he expanded the
kingdom to its optimal size.
Although there were continued battles between the Mwali II and Mangobe
houses for the better part of the 18th century, the Mangobe house managed
to completely assert and retain its power. Mwali II’s grandson, Xiguge II, was
the last to challenge this rule.
Mangobe is effectively the last king of a united Tembe kingdom. When he
died, the Tembe kingdom eventually split into three: His successor, Nkupo II
retained the northern province, bordering the bay as his dominion; Mbhanyele
retained the Matutwini province that he had been governing on behalf of his
father; Maputsu seceded with his southern province almost immediately. At
the end of the 18th century, Maputsu’s successor, Mwayi, defeated Mbhanyele’s
successor, Sabi, and brought his territory under his ambit. Mwayi, however,
died in that battle and was succeeded by his equally fearsome son, Makasane.
Nkupo II, although failing to retain the two provinces under his younger
brothers, managed to fend off the threat of members of the Mwali II house,
who still wanted power to be returned to their house. His successor, Muhari
finally extinguished the threat by killing the last pretender from the Mwali II
house. From thereon, there were two Tembe kingdoms, operating parallel to
each other: the Tembe and the Maputsu.
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Abstract
Despite historic Dutch-Afrikaner links, the Netherlands became a leading
critic of South Africa’s National Party (NP) government. Many scholars agree
that while differences on involvement in World War II hurt ties, the NP’s
apartheid policy caused a major rift only much later. This study examines
the roots of that rift in Dutch responses to the 1948 NP victory, the ensuing
controversy, and that over appointing Otto du Plessis as envoy to The Hague.
Afrikaner nationalists were as baffled by their cousins’ not understanding their
wartime refusal to aid the Allies as most Dutch were by many Afrikaners’
wartime actions, discounting such criticism as misinformed and not
understanding how much Nazi racial ideology made their apartheid platform
toxic. Such different recent histories had made them strangers to each other so
that, despite efforts to paper over strained relations, the eventual rupture was
significantly shaped by the earlier crisis.
Keywords: Afrikaner nationalism; Netherlands; Second World War;
Apartheid; National Party; Daniel Malan; Pierneef; Otto du Plessis.

Introduction
The Netherlands was a fierce critic of the Afrikaner-led National Party (NP)
government’s apartheid policy.1 Its government supported the Defence and
Aid Fund, which helped African political detainees and their families,2 in 1977
suspended and in 1981 ended a 1951 cultural accord,3 and barred president
FW de Klerk’s entry even after he unbanned the liberation movements.4
Yet, Afrikaner ties of ancestry, religion, and language to the Dutch stamland
1
2
3
4

HO Terblanche, “Nederland en Suid-Afrika: Herontdekking van stamverwantschap”, Journal for Contemporary
History, 20(2), 1995, pp. 50-68; G Klein, “Nederland tegen apartheid: The role of anti-apartheid organisations
1960- 1990”, Journal for Contemporary History, 29(1), June 2004, pp. 42-59.
J Barber, South Africa’s foreign policy 1945-1970 (London, Oxford University Press, 1973), pp. 146-147.
E Jansen, “De culturele relatie Nederland-Zuid-Afrika: Vroeger en nu”, Ons Erfdeel, 41, 1998, pp. 678-679.
C Reinecke, “South Africa-VU: The meaning of traditions for future VU-policy in South Africa?”, G Schutte
and H Wels (eds.), The Vrije Universiteit and South Africa, from 1880 to the present and towards the future
(Amsterdam, Rozenberg, 2005), pp. 80-81; E Jansen, “De culturele relatie Nederland-Zuid-Afrika...”, Ons
Erfdeel, 41, 1998, pp. 679-680.
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(ancestral land) date to the Dutch-ruled 17th and 18th century Cape. After
the Cape was conquered by Britain, its wars against the Boer republics renewed
Dutch feelings of kinship.5 The Nederlandsch Zuid-Afrikaansche Vereeniging
(Dutch-South African Union/NZAV) subsidized Afrikaners’ study in the
Netherlands and aided Dutch immigrants to South Africa;6 immigrants such
as Arnoldus Pannevis and JWG van Oordt promoted Afrikaans and Afrikaner
national awareness.7
What explains this change? Although Pieter de Klerk and Bart de Graaff
question the extent of the Dutch-Afrikaner connection,8 Gert Scholtz deemed
it one of Afrikaners’ “precious possessions”.9 Many scholars agree that Nazi
occupation in World War II altered Dutch views of race-based policies,10 but
that while Afrikaner nationalist opposition to Allied efforts at first seemed to
hurt ties, a real shift came much later.11 Even De Graaff, who asserts that the
Dutch attitude became increasingly critical after World War II, agrees that the
anti-apartheid viewpoint came ever more to the fore from the early 1960s.12
Erica Meijers argues that although right after the 1948 victory of the NP and
its smaller ally, the Afrikaner Party, the Dutch experience of Nazi rule raised
doubts about the apartheid model and immigration to South Africa, the
5

G Klein, “Nederland tegen apartheid..., Journal for Contemporary History, 29(1), June 2004, pp. 43-46; also
three works by G Schutte, “The Vrije Universiteit and South Africa: 125 Years of Sentiments and Good Faith”,
G Schutte and H Wels (eds.), The Vrije Universiteit and South Africa..., pp. 13-14; De Vrije Universiteit en ZuidAfrika 1880-2005: Deel I (Zoetermeer, Uitgeverij Meinema, 2005), pp. 16-18, 78- 91; “The Netherlands, cradle
of apartheid?”, Ethnic and Racial Studies, 10(4), October 1987, pp. 407- 411.
6 G Schutte, “The place of Dutch historians in South African historiography”, African Historical Review, 39(1),
2007, pp. 31-32; G Schutte, “The Vrije Universiteit and South Africa...”, G Schutte and H Wels (eds.), The Vrije
Universiteit and South Africa..., p. 14.
7 G Schutte, “The Netherlands, cradle of apartheid...”, Ethnic and Racial Studies, 10(4), October 1987, pp. 407411; G Schutte, “The place of Dutch historians...”, African Historical Review, 39(1), 2007, p. 26; FA van
Jaarsveld, “Die ontstaan van die Afrikaanse geskiedskrywing”, FA van Jaarsveld (ed.), Geskiedkundige verkenninge
(Pretoria, Van Schaik, 1974), pp. 48- 50; P de Klerk, “Nederlandse nasionalisme en Afrikaner-nasionalisme – ‘n
vergelyking”, Koers, 61(3), 1996, pp. 338-339.
8 P de Klerk, “Afrikaners en Nederlanders: Stamverwante?” Koers, 63(4), 1998, pp. 295-312; “Nederlandse
nasionalisme en Afrikaner-nasionalisme...”, Koers, 61(3), 1996, p. 339; BJH de Graaff, De mythe van
stamverwantschap: Nederland en de Afrikaners 1902- 1930 (Amsterdam, Suid-Afrikaanse Instituut, 1993), pp.
20, 323- 324.
9 GD Scholtz, Die ontwikkeling van die politieke denke van die Afrikaner: Deel VIII 1939-1948 (Johannesburg and
Cape Town, Perskor, 1984), p. 77.
10 GD Scholtz, Die ontwikkeling van die politieke denke van die Afrikaner: Deel VIII..., pp. 77-78; HO Terblanche,
“Die verskille tussen Nederland en Vlaandere ten opsigte van Suid-Afrika tydens die apartheidsjare: ‘n
Ontleding”, Tydskrif vir Geesteswetenskappe, 50(4), December 2010, pp. 456- 457.
11 RWA Muskens, “Aan de goede kant: Een geschiedenis van de Nederlandse anti-apartheidsbeweging 19601990” (PhD, University of Amsterdam, 2013), pp. 29-37; M Kuitenbrouwer, “Drie eeuwen Nederlandse
betrokkenheid bij Zuid-Afrika: 1652-1952”, C van Lakerveld (ed.), Nederland tegen apartheid (Amsterdam,
Sdu Uitgevers and Amsterdam Historical Museum, 1994), pp. 36-39.
12 BJH de Graaff, De mythe van stamverwantschap..., pp. 14-15; HO Terblanche, Nederland en die Afrikaner:
Gesprek oor Apartheid. Die paginaruil tussen Trouw en Die Burger, 1963-1964 (University of Port Elizabeth,
1998), pp. 7-12, 15- 22.
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latter rose again as the Cold War helped revive Dutch sympathies, dropping
noticeably only from 1960 due to growing unrest in South Africa.13 Gerrit
Schutte and Otto Terblanche also admit World War II’s impact, but note
improved Dutch-Afrikaner ties in the 1950s, seeing the real turning point as
the 1960 Sharpeville Massacre.14
This study re-focuses on the war’s impact on responses to the NP victory,
drawing chiefly on the Dutch press, Cape Town’s Die Burger, and Johannesburg’s
Die Transvaler, representing the two major regional NP factions. The Dutch
reaction stunned Afrikaner nationalists, as did that to appointing as envoy
to The Hague Otto du Plessis, whom many Dutch thought pro-Nazi. Some
works touch on this,15 but it merits a closer look. Afrikaner nationalists were
as baffled by Dutch anger at their not backing the Allies as were many Dutch
by what seemed pro-Axis views; Afrikaner nationalists could not understand
how much Nazi racial ideology made their apartheid policy toxic.
Dutch-Afrikaner relations between the World Wars
There had been tensions in the run-up to replacing Dutch with Afrikaans as
an official language in 1925; the NZAV lost a third of its members from 1920
to 1931.16 Few Afrikaners joined South African branches of the AlgemeenNederlands Verbond (pan-Netherlandic Union), which pushed DutchFlemish-Afrikaner ties. Yet, in 1928 South Africa chose The Hague for its
first legation in continental Europe.17 In the 1930s, the Dietsche Studentenverbond (Pan-Netherlandic Student Union) and Afrikaans-Nasionale
Studentebond (Afrikaans National Student Union) visited each others’ lands,18
13 E Mejers, Blanke broeders – zwarte vreemden: De Nederduitse Hervormde Kerk, de Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland
en de apartheid in Zuid-Afrika 1948-1972 (Hilversum, Uitgeverij Verloren Hilversum, 2008), pp. 30, 37.
14 G Schutte, A family feud: Afrikaner nationalism and Dutch neo-Calvinism (Amsterdam, Rozenberg, 2010), pp.
115-117, 123; HO Terblanche, “Suid-Afrika en Nederland – Vreemdelinge vir mekaar: Die jare na 1960”,
Historia, 42(1), May 1997, pp. 99, 102-105. G Schutte, Nederland en de Afrikaners: Adhesie en aversie – Over
stamverwantschap, Boerenvrienden, Hollanderhaat, Calvinisme en apartheid (Franeker, Uitgerij T. Wever, 1986),
pp. 64-68; De Vrije Universiteit en Zuid-Afrika 1880 -2005: Deel II (Zoetermeer, Uitgeverij Meinema, 2005),
pp. 351, 457-458.
15 G Schutte, Stamverwantschap onder druk: De betrekkingen tussen Nederland en Zuid-Afrika, 1940-1947
(Amsterdam, Suid-Afrikaanse Insitituut, 2011), pp. 219-224; RWA Muskens, “Aan de Goede Kant...”, pp. 3031; G Schutte, De Vrije Universiteit en Zuid-Afrika 1880-2005: Deel I..., pp. 334-336; A Appel, Die Oosterlig,
1937-1948: ‘n Pershistoriese studie (University of Port Elizabeth, 1985), pp. 144-160. G Klein stresses the Du
Plessis affair’s passing nature in “De strijd tegen apartheid: The role of the anti-apartheid organisations in the
Netherlands, 1960-1995” (MA, University of Pretoria, 2001), p. 38.
16 BJH de Graaff, De mythe van stamverwantschap..., p. 202.
17 LMCN de Jongh, “Beelaerts bij de Boeren: De betrekkingen tussen Nederland en Zuid-Afrika in de jaren
dertig” (MA, University of Utrecht, 2012), pp. 28, 38, 41.
18 P de Klerk, “Nederlandse nasionalisme en Afrikaner-nasionalisme...”, Koers, 61(3), 1996, pp. 330, 337-338, 340.
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the University of Amsterdam set up an Afrikaans chair,19 and Dutch Prime
Minister Hendrikus Colijn attended a commemoration of Transvaal President
Kruger’s birthday,20 like Queen Wilhelmina sending a message of support to
the 1938 Pretoria Great Trek centenary event.21 Dutch school textbooks now
covered South African history and Afrikaans literature.22 By 1938 The Hague
had set up a commission to work for a cultural accord with Pretoria;23 before
World War II, Dutch historian Pieter Geyl had a regular column (in Dutch)
in Cape Town’s “Purified” NP daily, Die Burger.24 As Schutte notes, Dutch
belief in a “Greater Netherlands” and interest in the “kindred” Afrikaners was
widespread and not limited just to “a small group of hobbyists”.25
The coming of World War II
World War II changed this. When Hitler invaded Poland, Prime Minister
JBM Hertzog and “Purified” NP leader Daniel Malan opposed siding with
Britain against Germany. Hertzog’s United Party split: Jan Smuts, now Prime
Minister, led a pro-war UP rump; Hertzog’s and Malan’s followers formed a
“Reunited” NP. The latters’ stance, unlike initial Dutch neutrality, seemed
more sympathetic to Germany. Hertzog likened its fate at Versailles to that
of the defeated Boer republics, arguing that Hitler no longer accepted such
humiliation;26 Malan claimed Hitler just wanted to regain lost territory
and unite those of the same race and language.27 Some of the Dutch press
noted Hertzog’s pro-German views and those of his German-born ex-defense
minister, Oswald Pirow.28
When Hitler invaded the Netherlands in May 1940, a Burger editorial
dismissed Smuts’s claiming “Holland” “sacred ground”: Afrikaners, with
ancestry as German or French as Dutch, lacked such “home” sentiment.29
19 Algemeen Handelsblad (Amsterdam), 16 May 1933, p. 4. Cited Dutch newspapers, except Elseviers Weekblad,
are from the Royal Dutch Library historical newspaper database (available at www.delpher.nl/kranten, accessed
between 1 May 2016 and 17 June 2017). Some prominent newspapers are not available there or only for some
years. Elseviers Weekblad was accessed in the same period at archief.elsevierweekblad.nl.
20 De Tijd: Godsdienstig-staatkundig Dagblad (‘s-Hertogenbosch), 11 October 1936, p. 5.
21 LCM de Jongh, “Beelaerts bij de Boeren...”, pp. 51-52; G Schutte, De Vrije Universiteit en Zuid-Afrika 18802005: Deel I..., pp. 284-285.
22 G Schutte, Stamverwantschap onder druk...., p. 35.
23 Editors’ foreword, P van Hees and AW Willemsen (ed.), Pieter Geyl in Zuid-Afrika: Verslag van de lezingtournee
langs universiteiten in Zuid-Afrika Juli- Dezember 1937 (Amsterdam, Suid-Afrikaanse Insitituut, 2000), p. xi.
24 Die Burger, 30 August 1939, p. 3; 21 September 1939, p. 14.
25 G Schutte, De Vrije Universiteit en Zuid-Afrika 1880- 2005: Deel I..., p. 282.
26 Union of South Africa, House of Assembly Debates, 36, 4 September 1939, cols. 22-23.
27 Union of South Africa, House of Assembly Debates, 36, 4 September 1939, cols. 49-50.
28 De Maasbode (Rotterdam), 8 September 1939, p. 2; De Telegraaf (Amsterdam), 6 September 1939, p. 2.
29 Die Burger, 11 May 1940, p. 6.
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Malan recalled that the Allies had violated Iceland’s and Norway’s neutrality
and that in World War I the Dutch stayed neutral even when Belgian kin were
overrun.30 Many Afrikaners joined the paramilitary Ossewabrandwag (Oxwagon Sentinel/OB); the OB-linked Stormjaers (Stormtroopers) engaged in
sabotage.31 The NP, by 1941 led by Malan, gradually parted ways with the OB,32
but all this had an impact after the war, especially as the German occupiers
had executed Dutch dissidents, murdered Jews, and starved the Dutch people
in the final winter.33 Schutte notes that even Afrikaners’ Dutch “friends”
found hard to digest what they learned of wartime Nationalist attitudes and
that Malan’s 1948 victory over Smuts, a heroic figure to the Dutch, showed
that the NP hardly represented a small minority of Afrikaners.34 Even Geyl,
imprisoned by the Nazis,35 became disenchanted by what he saw as Afrikaner
indifference to the occupation.36 A July 1945 memorandum authorized by
the Dutch envoy to Pretoria, Dr PC Visser, and co-authored by four proAllied South African academics, two Dutch-born, claimed that Nationalist
friends of the Netherlands had been so anti-British that they criticized Queen
Wilhelmina for fleeing to Britain in 1940 and had encouraged local Dutch
citizens to refuse to fight for their homeland.37
Dutch responses to the 1948 Nationalist victory and Afrikaner counter-responses
Responding to Malan’s victory, the Dutch Catholic daily De Tijd noted not
only his wartime neutrality, but alleged support by an “anti-English”, antiSemitic and anti-African group (perhaps meaning the OB), ascribing Smuts’s
defeat to his very “moderate” proposals to improve Africans’ position being
unacceptable to the “Boers”.38 Some provincial Dutch papers were even harsher:
30 Union of South Africa, House of Assembly Debates, 39, 14 May 1940, cols. 7566-7571.
31 Major works on the OB, as well as the Stormjaers, include GC Visser, OB: Traitors or patriots? (Johannesburg,
Macmillan, 1976); PF van der Schyff et al (eds.), Die Ossewa-Brandwag: Vuurtjie in droë gras (Potchefstroom,
Department of History, Potchefstroom University for Christian Higher Education, 1991); C Marx, Oxwagon
sentinel: Radical Afrikaner nationalism and the history of the Ossewabrandwag (Pretoria, University of South
Africa Press, 2008).
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2002, pp. 106-121.
36 N Garson, “Pieter Geyl, the Diets idea and Afrikaner nationalism...”, South African Historical Journal, 46, May
2002, pp. 122-139; on Geyl’s disillusionment, see also G Schutte, “The place of Dutch historians...”, African
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the Groningen-based Nieuwsblad van het Noorden claimed Malan honored
theories familiar from fascist and national socialist doctrines, contrasting
Smuts’s alleged integrationism with Malan’s wanting South African Indians
to leave and Africans to move to separate areas.39 When an unnamed South
African expatriate complained that “fascism” did not apply to South Africa, as
people at different levels of civilization lived there and “racial consciousness”
had developed out of self-preservation, the Nieuwsblad insisted that, lacking
an exact word for Malan’s teachings, “neo-fascism” seemed most appropriate.40
Even the Limburgsch Dagblad, which noted that observers thought Malan,
to win English-speakers’ support, would not seek an independent republic
and would avoid radical reforms, in commenting on his government’s likely
promoting Dutch, Scandinavian, and German immigration, asserted he had
shown pro-German sympathies even before the war.41
An editorial in Die Burger, representing Malan’s Cape NP, likened such views
to those of uninformed British or American commentators, noting the old
Dutch stamland’s role in building up the Afrikaner nation. The Nationalistoriented population was “custodian” of this connection, yet the Dutch press
seemed not just ignorant but hostile, comparable to British and American
views of Dutch rule in the East Indies.42 Here was a notably different tone
from that of 1940, then so dismissive of ties to the Netherlands.
The Dutch-born future Prime Minister, Hendrik Verwoerd, appointed a
NP senator later in 1948 but until the end of that year chief editor of the
more hardline northern NP organ, Die Transvaler,43 also seemed shocked
that the stamverwante (kindred) Dutch press was so ill-informed. Editorials
complained that even the well-regarded Nieuwe Rotterdamse Courant ascribed
the Nationalist victory to Smuts’ s recognizing Israel, supposedly contrary to
“orthodox” Afrikaners’ wishes, and blamed foreign press dependence on an
“anti-Nationalist” source (likely South Africa’s “English” press) and Pretoria’s
pro-Smuts envoy to the Hague, Prof Leo Fouché, for not correcting such
ignorance.44 Die Transvaler printed a letter from future Nationalist historian
FA van Jaarsveld, then studying in Groningen, which Verwoerd praised for
exposing a Dr. Ploeger (Jan Ploeger, a Dutch-born immigrant working at the
39 Anon., Nieuwsblad van het Noorden: Waarin opgenomen de Provinciale Groninger Courant (Groningen), 1 June
1948, p. 1.
40 Anon., Nieuwsblad van het Noorden, 4 June 1948, 1.
41 Anon., Limburgsch Dagblad (Heerlen), 5 June 1948, 1.
42 Anon., Die Burger, 14 June 1948, p. 4.
43 D Prinsloo, “Dr HF Verwoerd as hoofredakteur van Die Transvaler”, Kleio, 13(2), 1981, pp. 18-19.
44 Anon., Die Transvaler, 1 June 1948, p. 4; 9 June 1948, p. 4.
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pro-Smuts Pretoria daily, Die Volkstem),45 who before the election had written
a long article, published in the Nieuwe Rotterdamse Courant, presenting
cooperation between the NP and its Afrikaner Party partner (on better terms
with OB members) in a way suggesting that the NP was National Socialist.
Van Jaarsveld complained in his letter that Ploeger presented NP race policy
in a way which readers would connect to fascism.46
Die Transvaler soon reprinted a letter to Elseviers Weekblad from 24
Afrikaner students in the Netherlands criticizing Dutch reactions to the
election result,47 praised this action and, like them, welcomed a friendlier
two-part piece in Elseviers Weekblad by Prof PJ van Winter, Dutch exNZAV secretary and editor of Zuid-Afrika, a monthly published by
the associated Zuid-Afrikaansche Stichting Moederland (South African
Motherland Foundation).48 Gert Scholtz, author of Die Transvaler’s foreign
affairs column “Sake van die Dag”, grumbled that the Nieuwe Rotterdamse
Courant had not changed its opinion despite its claim of numerous similar
letters from South Africa.49
Die Burger’s “Buitelandse Oorsig” (Foreign Overview) column made much
of egregious errors in some Dutch commentary: Amsterdam’s Algemeen
Handelsblad confused Malan’s early career with that of Francois Stephanus Malan
and claimed that he later led the OB; a corrected later piece still had incorrect
dates.50 The Communist De Waarheid described Malan as a Dutch immigrant,
a Protestant minister who had left to save black souls and who wanted to drive
all Africans from the cities and mines. The same piece was less implausible in
noting press bureau reports that Malan planned to stop Jewish immigration
and a new report that his government would not deport 218 German “war
criminals” and would promote German immigration.51 A 1948 NP election
pamphlet in fact warned against immigration of “uprooted” Jews from Europe,
favoring instead “suitable and assimilable” immigrants from Western Europe.52
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Anon., Elseviers Weekblad (Amsterdam), 10 July 1948, p. 15; Die Transvaler, 16 August 1948, p. 2.
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June, p. 7.
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Die Burger, 23 June 1948, p. 4; Algemeen Handelsblad, 28 May 1948, p. 1; 29 May 1948, p. 1.
Anon., De Waarheid (Amsterdam), 1 June 1948, p. 3.
National Archive (Cape Town), DH van Zyl Papers, 7, NP pamphlet, ‘n Roekelose regerings-plan! Onbeheerde
immigrasie bedreig Suid-Afrika (Cape Town, HNP Propagandakomitee, 1948), p. 3.
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The Dutch press was indeed not uniformly uninformed. A front-page postelection piece in De Tijd showed familiarity with key details and core issues,
noting that even under Smuts the vote was limited to a tenth of the population,
mainly white, plus a few “coloreds” subject to special requirements, that he
called an election when rising living costs had caused widespread dissatisfaction
and when a serious shortage of dollars could soon endanger the currency,
and that white fear of losing their monopoly dominated domestic politics.53
Although a piece in Rotterdam’s social democratic Het Vrije Volk, like De Tijd,
described Malan as fanatical and mistook apartheid for impracticable literally
total segregation, it too showed awareness of economic difficulties such as
housing and food shortages or sharply rising living costs which it warned
could be exploited by the NP. The author, noting that Smuts had argued
that moving too rapidly with black emancipation would produce a reaction,
asserted that, as in the American South, rather than great entrepeneurs,
the white working and middle classes, feeling most threatened by black
advancement, were Malan’s “fanatical” followers.54 The Algemeen Handelsblad
foreign affairs column acknowledged that Malan had distanced himself from
the fascist-oriented OB even as it pointed out that he depended on the support
of the Afrikaner Party, which it correctly noted had links with the OB. The
same piece accurately pointed to Malan’s insisting as late as 1943 that it would
be better for Germany to win the war than for the Soviet Union to do it
for Britain and the United States, as otherwise communism would spread
across South Africa.55 Days later, this newspaper faithfully reported Malan’s
first radio address as Prime Minister, in which he rejected isolationism and
claimed that apartheid gave “non-Europeans” greater independence;56 it even
asserted that his government was likely to take as favorable a stance toward
the Jews as the Smuts government had done.57
Although Malan was not the committed anti-Semite initially depicted in
papers such as Elseviers Weekblad and Algemeen Handelsblad58 (one of Die
Burger’s points of dispute),59 his biographer Lindie Koorts concedes that he
had opportunistically used anti-Jewish sentiment for political purposes.60 The
53 Anon., De Tijd, 29 May 1948, p. 1.
54 Anon., Het Vrije Volk: Democratisch-Socialistisch Dagblad (Rotterdam), 28 May 1948, p. 3.
55 Anon., Algemeen Handelsblad, 3 June 1948, p. 3. Compare Malan’s 29 April speech at Vredendal as reported in
Die Burger, 1 May 1943, p. 1.
56 Anon., Algemeen Handelsblad, 5 June 1948, p. 1.
57 Anon., Algemeen Handelsblad, 4 June 1948, p. 2.
58 Anon., Elseviers Weekblad, 5 June 1948, p. 5; Algemeen Handelsblad, 28 May 1948, p. 1.
59 Anon., Die Burger, 23 June 1948, p. 4.
60 L Koorts, DF Malan and the rise of Afrikaner nationalism (Cape Town, Tafelberg, 2014), pp. 310-314.
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piece in Elseviers Weekblad of which Die Burger complained was wrong only
on the date in stating that Malan in 1929 had introduced a bill limiting
further Jewish immigration from eastern Europe. This was in 1930; the bill
did not specify Jews, but they were assuredly the chief target.61 In 1937 Malan
proposed to ban immigration of “unassimilable” groups such as Jews, close
some occupations to those already present, require using original names,
and end recognizing Yiddish as a European language.62 On the eve of war
he described the “Jewish question” as a dark cloud over South Africa and
“organised Jewry” as having robbed the population of its heritage.63 When he
sought to reverse course after the war, Eric Louw, a Cape Nationalist known
for his anti-Semitic stance, claimed this was just to get a few extra votes,
reminding Malan that in 1939 he had actually sought to toughen an antiJewish Bill drafted by Louw.64 Even the charge in De Volkstaat that Malan was
a fanatical campaigner against alcohol, which the above-noted piece in Die
Burger had depicted as amusingly incorrect, had some truth, for as a young
minister Malan had preached against easy licensing of canteens due to their
impact on alcoholism.65
Die Transvaler agreed with Van Winter that the Dutch press drew on the
British press,66 with information from an “un-National” source (presumably
local “English” papers), painting Dr. Malan and his supporters in the darkest
fashion but Smuts and his followers as highly enlightened.67 Die Burger blamed
the British and American press: Dutch journalists could read Afrikaans and
formerly relied on good direct sources such as Dutch immigrant Frederik
Rompel, author of Die Burger’s foreign affairs column and of a regular South
African letter for the Nieuw Rotterdamse Courant (he died on the eve of the
German invasion).68 Die Burger also blamed the “English” Opposition press,
61 See the detailed analysis of this measure in M Shain, A perfect storm: Antisemitism in South Africa 1930-1948
(Johannesburg and Cape Town, Jonathan Ball, 2015), pp. 12-20.
62 Union of South Africa, Debates of House of Assembly, 28, 12 January 1937, cols. 32-33.
63 Anon., Die Burger, 7 November 1939, 1.
64 JS Gericke Library, University of Stellenbosch, DF Malan Collection, 1/1/2337, Letter: Eric Louw/DF Malan,
26 October 1947.
65 See 1910 sermon at Montagu, “Waar Is Abel, uw broeder?”, SW Pienaar and JJJ Scholtz (eds.), Glo in u volk:
Dr. DF Malan as redenaar 1908-1954 (Cape Town, Tafelberg, 1964), pp. 202-211; L Koorts, DF Malan and the
rise of Afrikaner nationalism..., pp. 67- 68.
66 Anon., Die Transvaler, 17 August 1948, p. 4.
67 Anon., Die Transvaler, 1 June 1948, p. 4.
68 Anon., Die Burger, 23 August 1948, p. 4. On Rompel, see CFJ Muller, Sonop in die Suide: Geboorte en groei van
die Nasionale Pers 1915-1948 (Cape Town, Nasionale Boekhandel, 1990), pp. 603-604; JJ Joubert, “Die Burger
se rol in die Suid-Afrikaanse partypolitiek 1934- 1948” (D Litt et Phil, University of South Africa, Pretoria,
1990), p. 16.
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on which outsiders allegedly depended, for depicting the Nationalists as Nazis
or their lackeys, as persecutors of Jews, and as anti-English isolationists.69
The NP press showed little understanding of how government actions
confirmed Dutch suspicions that many Afrikaner nationalists were not just
ignorant of their wartime suffering, but continued to turn a blind eye to
seeming pro-Axis collaboration. Thus, below the 14th June Burger editorial
bemoaning declining Dutch-Afrikaner relations was one defending the early
release of two militants convicted of wartime murder for throwing a bomb
which killed a bystander: the editorial argued that the two young men, who it
termed “political prisoners”,70 had been misled and their patriotism misused,
but had been willing to give their lives in an act of sacrifice.71 Days later
the government ended wartime regulations barring OB members from state
service,72 despite the wartime NP-OB feud. H Bloem, who ran the NZAV
office, complained about honoring as heroes released wartime saboteurs or
Robey Leibbrandt,73 who had plotted to assassinate Smuts. Although Die
Burger minimized the significance of such early releases, arguing that the
Smuts government had granted similar ones,74 Malan’s actions so broke with
precedent that Governor-General Brand van Zyl complained that Malan had
released Leibbrandt and Eric Holm, the Afrikaans-speaking announcer for the
wartime Nazi Zeesen station, before requesting his legally mandated assent.75
Many Dutch understandably viewed NP racial policy through the lens of
the Nazi occupation. Even FA van Jaarsveld acknowledged that the Dutch
people now mightily disapproved of National Socialism.76 The apartheid ideal
of restricting Africans to the reserves except those needed to work for whites
sounded too familiar to those exposed to wartime forced labor and Nazi schemes
for resettlement in the conquered East; thus, a piece in Elseviers Weekblad,
summarized with horror in Die Burger, depicted Malan’s followers as viewing
Africans’ fate in the reserves as one in which, driven by hunger and poverty, the
strongest would work for them “in the mines and on the veld”.77 Even Professor
Van Winter, who in Elseviers Weekblad distinguished between Malan’s anti69
70
71
72
73
74
75

Compare editorials in Die Burger, 28 June, 1948, p. 4; 29 June 1948, p. 4.
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University of Cape Town, Jagger Library, Archives and Manuscripts Department, G Brand van Zyl Papers, A1:
“Unpublished “Reminiscences”, 5, p. 86.
76 See his letter in Die Transvaler, 21 June 1948, p. 3.
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British neutrality and OB pro-National Socialist views, acknowledged there had
been and still were “positively” pro-German Afrikaners hoping to benefit from
an “England” defeat.78 Although Van Winter denied that Malan was an antiSemite, he agreed that Malan’s followers included hardline anti-Semites and
noted that in his 1947 visit South African Jews had pointed out that they were
still barred from joining the Transvaal NP.79
The Pierneef portrait and the Du Plessis affair
In this atmosphere minor misunderstandings caused offense. The Federation
of Afrikaner Cultural Organizations (Federasie van Afrikaanse Kulturele
Vereniginge/FAK) had asked South Africa’s representative to Queen
Wilhelmina’s golden jubilee celebration, Rachel Steyn (the last Orange Free
State president’s widow), to present her with a painting by Afrikaner artist
Pierneef. However, court officials did not hand it over at a royal audience,
allegedly since the FAK was a private group; the painting was handed over
only considerably later. Die Burger and Die Transvaler articles and editorials
blamed variously the Dutch Foreign Affairs Ministry, the royal court, and
South Africa’s envoy to The Hague and Brussels, Smuts supporter Prof. Leo
Fouché.80 Dutch chargé d’affaires in Pretoria JP van Karnebeek appeased
neither newspaper by blaming a misunderstanding, read as shifting
responsibility onto South Africa,81 although even the scrupulous Van Winter
complained, without specifics, that South African newspapers had spread
untruths about Mrs. Steyn’s reception and the refusal of the gift.82
Afrikaner letters to the editor showed that public anger was intertwined with
that over another concern: 83 Dutch opposition to the Malan government’s
nominating Otto du Plessis to replace Fouché,84 whose replacement Die
Transvaler thought overdue.85 Van Winter later asserted that Du Plessis had
78 Elseviers Weekblad, 19 June 1948, p. 7.
79 Elseviers Weekblad, 26 June 1948, p. 7.
80 See Die Burger, 5 October 1948, p. 3; 6 October 1948, p. 1; 7 October 1948, p. 4; 11 October 1948, p. 6;
13 October 1948, p. 2; 21 October 1948; 23 October 1948, p. 12; Die Transvaler, 7 October 1948, p. 4; 22
October 1948, p. 1.
81 See Die Transvaler, 29 October 1948, p. 2; 29 October 1948, p. 4; Die Burger, 28 October 1948, p.14; 1
November 1948, p. 4.
82 PJ van Winter, “Mevrouw Steyn en haar sending naar Nederland”, Zuid-Afrika, 25(10), October 1948, pp.
145-146; PJ van Winter, “Misverstand opgehelderd”, Zuid-Afrika, 25(11), November 1948, p. 169; G Schutte,
Stamverwantschap onder druk..., p. 222.
83 See letters in Die Burger, 11 October 1948, p. 6; Die Transvaler, 12 October 1948, p. 10; 14 October 1948, p.
11 and 16 October 1948, p. 4.
84 See Die Burger, 31 July 1948, p. 1; Die Transvaler, 31 July 1948, p. 1.
85 Anon., Die Transvaler, 7 October 1948, p. 4.
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been honored for his role in the NP victory.86 Fouché had only just arrived,
although even his predecessor, Leif Egeland, thought he had been appointed
purely to remove him, “failing and ageing”, as chairman of the South African
Broadcasting Corporation.87 Some letter writers read Dutch press comments
on the Nationalist victory, the painting fiasco, recent Dutch immigrants’ lack
of identifying with Afrikaners, and the Du Plessis affair as all showing the
changed relationship with the Dutch, one disgustedly likening the fuss over
recent Dutch royal festivities (Wilhelmina’s jubilee and the abdication and
installation of her daughter Juliana) to that during the 1947 British royal visit
during the Smuts government.88
Du Plessis’s central sin was a wartime pamphlet advocating an authoritarian
“New Order”, replacing capitalism and liberal democracy.89 His pamphlet,
published by the Cape NP-linked Nasionale Pers (National Press), listed him
as editor of the eastern Cape NP newspaper, Die Oosterlig. NP senator DT du
Plessis Viljoen, visiting the Netherlands, argued in vain that Du Plessis had
merely been pro-neutrality;90 the senator wrote to Malan of the strong feelings
against Du Plessis and widespread Dutch view that “Malanites” were “Nazis”
or at least “pro-German”.91 The Dutch and Belgian governments refused the
nomination,92 forcing reconsideration.93
A Transvaler editorial blamed opposition to Du Plessis on the United Party,
which in the war and election campaign decried the Nationalists as “Nazis”;
now they were painted as “black as Fascists,” so that “some Hollanders” would
not even accept a Nationalist envoy.94 Die Burger also blamed the Opposition
press for seeking to make Du Plessis suspect due to an anti-democratic
pamphlet written long before, insisting he had expressed the opposite view
two years later as NP Information Secretary, and that under such a model
Smuts, the ex-Boer general who had changed his own position on Britain,
would be unacceptable as envoy to London.95 Die Burger expressed shock
86 PJ van Winter, “Dr. JHO du Plessis overleden”, Zuid-Afrika, 37, 1960, p. 66.
87 L Egeland, Bridges of understanding: A personal record in teaching, law, politics and diplomacy (Cape Town and
Pretoria, Human and Rousseau, 1977), pp. 145, 204.
88 See letters to Die Transvaler, 6 October 1948, p. 7; 7 October 1948, p. 11; 16 October 1948, p. 7; Die Burger,
19 October 1948, p. 4.
89 JHO du Plessis, Die Nuwe Orde: Die revolusie van die twintigste eeu (Port Elizabeth, Nasionale Pers, 1941), p. 7.
90 Anon., De Tijd, 29 September 1948, p. 2.
91 DF Malan Collection, 1/1/2420: Letter: DT du P Viljoen/DF Malan, 30 September 1948.
92 Anon., Het Vrije Volk, 3 November 1948, p. 1.
93 See Het Vrije Volk, 17 September 1948, p. 5; De Tijd, 4 November 1948, p. 4.
94 Anon., Die Transvaler, 20 September 1948, p. 4.
95 Anon., Die Burger, 24 September 1948, p. 4.
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that, despite Nationalists’ promotion of Afrikaner awareness of the Dutch
heritage, Dutch opposition to Du Plessis, derived from “hostile” sources in
South Africa and “England”, seemed based on not wanting to weaken Dutch
ties to Britain due to the new Union government’s wartime neutrality policy,
making any Nationalist politician unacceptable.
Die Burger reported on an anonymous piece in Van Winter’s NZAV
magazine Zuid-Afrika which offered a window into Dutch thinking: The
Hague had stated that Du Plessis’ wartime stance made him unsuited to
fostering mutual ties; Pretoria had also not followed normal procedure in
making its nomination public before asking the Dutch government if it was
acceptable. According to Zuid-Afrika, regardless of Du Plessis’s later views,
having published a “little book” praising Fascism and National Socialism as
the doctrines of the future, he would not be trusted by a people sensitive
to anything reminding them of the propaganda associated with their recent
ordeal, and who rejected everything which looked like it came from the same
“poisonous source”.96 Van Winter later explained official rejection of Du
Plessis in a more Pretoria-friendly fashion, arguing that, given the campaign in
the world press against the new Malan ministry and its supporters, the Dutch
government had deemed it inadvisable to have at The Hague a target for attacks
which presented South Africa as a Fascist state.97 Even the diplomatic Van
Winter, despite accepting “a kernel of truth” in pro-Nationalist newspapers’
claim that the Dutch were too receptive to one-sided information from the
“un-national” section of the South African press, had argued that the Dutch
government had not acted out of “hurtful prejudice against a Nationalist”,
but rather that the good relationship between the two countries would be
better served when another envoy was named.98
Despite claims of “England”, or at least the British press, being behind
Dutch opposition to this appointment, in all of 1948 the British newspaper
of record, London’s The Times, did not even mention Du Plessis.99 In any
case, if information from pro-Opposition sources inside South Africa fed the
perception that he had been pro-Fascist, that was due to more than a single
pamphlet. CFJ Muller points out that even before war broke out, he did not
96 Die Burger, 15 October 1948, p. 2; PJ van Winter, “Ter voorkoming van misverstand”, Zuid-Afrika, 25(10),
October 1948, pp. 145-146.
97 PJ van Winter, “Dr. JHO du Plessis overleden...”, Zuid-Afrika, 37, 1960, p. 66.
98 PJ van Winter, “Oppervlakkig vooroordeel? De geschriften van Dr. Otto du Plessis”, Zuid-Afrika , 25(12),
December 1948, pp. 180, 192.
99 This is borne out by a search for 1948 of The Times Digital Archive 1785-2010 (available at <find.galegroup.
com/ttda/basicSearch.do>, as accessed on 20 August 2016).
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hide his sympathy with National Socialism and so openly backed Hitler’s
policies in Die Oosterlig that potential advertisers and the Port Elizabeth city
council boycottted it. By 1941 he had joined Pirow’s overtly pro-National
Socialist pressure group in the NP, the New Order, and was openly proGerman in Die Oosterlig, which backed the OB, as did other Nasionale Pers
newspapers, stopping only when Malan broke with the OB, when Du Plessis
also resigned from the New Order.100
Explaining the changed Dutch perspective
The basic problem was that the war had fundamentally re-shaped Dutch views
of South Africa. Thus, whereas an editorial in the Catholic De Tijd revered
Smuts for siding with Britain against Hitler, although not accusing Malan of
“directly” being a German henchman, it asserted that Nazi influence had a
powerful role in South Africa’s pre-war “neutrality propaganda”.101 It simply did
not matter that, for instance, Malan’s feud with the OB was so bitter that the
latter’s Cape leadership urged members to prevent an NP election victory,102 a
point which London’s The Times itself noted, showing a better grasp of South
African politics than the implication in pro-NP newspapers that the Dutch
were misinformed in part due to their relying on the British press.103
Even Van Winter explained Dutch admiration of the pro-British Smuts
in light of his having fought against the same threat that had overwhelmed
them.104 The British role in the Dutch liberation gave him a new image,
no longer viewed as just a party politician.105 He received a warm welcome
in a 1946 visit,106 met with his god-daughter Irene, one of Crown Princess
Juliana’s daughters, and addressed a States-General joint session.107 Just as
Malan’s government was being formed, the University of Leiden gave Smuts
an honorary degree, when he was photographed with by then Princess-regent
Juliana and her husband (Wilhelmina had just abdicated).108

100 CFJ Muller, Sonop in die suide..., pp. 465-466.
101 Anon., De Tijd, 9 October 1946, p. 1.
102 B Schoeman, My lewe in die politiek (Johannesburg, Perskor-Uitgewery, 1978), p. 140.
103 Anon., The Times, 26 May 1948, p. 5.
104 Anon., Die Burger, 23 August 1948, p. 4; PJ van Winter, “Vreemd geword? De Nederlandse pers en het streven
der Nationalisten,” Zuid-Afrika, 25(8), August 1948, pp. 113-114.
105 G Schutte, Stamverwantschap onder druk..., p. 94.
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108 Anon., Die Burger, 14 June, p. 2.
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In contrast, the most pro-German Dutch admired Afrikaner nationalism.
During the Trek centenary a Dutch National Socialist Movement (NSB)
branch cabled Malan, praying for his struggle’s success.109 NSB leader Anton
Mussert often cited Afrikaner racial views to “show” “Dutch” openness to
Nazi racism.110 In mid-May 1940 editor Robert van Genechten claimed
in the NSB-aligned monthly Nieuw Nederland that Malan was viewed as
“national socialist” due to his stressing strict racial segregation; an “English”
victory would mean Jewish influence and race mixing had won.111 De Waag,
a pro-German newspaper, saw Afrikaners as paving the way in Africa for
“Nordic Germanic blood”, noting Afrikaners’ Diets (pan-Netherlandic) ties,
their suffering in the South African War and refusal in 1914 to fight against
Germany, and the Malanite NP’s rejecting compromise.112 The NSB paper Het
Nationale Dagblad was sympathetic to Malan’s NP, called Smuts a renegade,113
and ran a fictional serial promoting Afrikaner Diets identity, the Malanite
cause, and the evils of South Africa’s British connection.114
Even a “friend” such as the NZAV’s H Bloem was outraged over Afrikaners
collecting funds to help Germans, efforts to bring German children to South
Africa, synodal calls for mercy for condemned war criminals, and food packages
for a land which “for six years systematically stole all food from its neighbors”.115
Letters from pro-war Afrikaners and Dutch immigrants to friends in the
Netherlands such as Bloem, complaining about the lack of condemnation of the
German invasion and generally pro-German sympathies among many Afrikaner
nationalists, including many of those who had studied in the Netherlands with
Dutch funding,116 were as likely a source of Dutch opinion as Opposition South
African newspapers, and more likely than British papers.

109 DF Malan Collection, 1/1/1335: Telegram from “Kringleider”, Kring Soerabaja Nationaal Socialistichse
Beweging, received 16 December 1938.
110 C Bloomberg, Christian-Nationalism and the rise of the Afrikaner Broederbond in South Africa 1918-1948, (ed.)
S Dubow (Bloomington and Indianapolis, Indiana University Press, 1989), p. 153.
111 R van Genechten, “Zuid Afrika: Naar aanleiding van Volk, Staat und Sendung Südafrikas, door MR Gerstenhauer
– Een Duitsch standpunt”, Nieuw Nederland: Maandblad voor Economie, Staatkunde en Cultuur (Utrecht),
6(11), 15 May 1940, pp. 853-854.
112 De Waag: Algemeen Cultureel, Politiek en Economisch Weekblad voor Nederland (Haarlem), 7 August 1942, p. 1.
113 Het Nationale Dagblad (Leiden), 24 June 1943, p. 1.
114 Het Nationale Dagblad, 28 May 1940, p. 2; 4 June 1940, p. 2.
115 G Schutte, Stamverwantschap onder druk..., p. 83.
116 G Schutte, Stamverwantschap onder druk..., pp. 97-106.
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Epilogue and conclusion: The continued impact of World War II
The Cold War environment, South African support over Indonesia, and South
Africa’s attractions for Dutch emigrants allowed a short-term improvement in
relations in the 1950s, notably during the tercentenary of Jan Van Riebeeck’s
1652 landing at the Cape.117 The new Malan government, however, dragged its
heels for months on pursuing the cultural accord first envisaged before the war.
Van Karnebeek asked Malan to attend to this matter as early as June 1948, but
the accord was signed only in May 1951. Jan van den Berg, new Dutch minister
to Pretoria, also had to wait unduly long to submit his credentials to fill the
slot which Van Karnebeek temporarily held.118 The Du Plessis affair and the
generally awkward diplomatic environment following the 1948 election, linked
to the effects of the war, surely had much to do with this.
Although the next decade saw many efforts to look past recent events, by 1960,
when South Africa’s ambassador expressed his government’s displeasure at the
Dutch foreign minister’s public criticism of apartheid,119 the two countries were
clearly growing apart. Schutte notes this was not only due to Dutch sensitivity to
the use of the concept of race in the German occupation, but also the trauma of
decolonizing Indonesia, completed in the 1960s, when the Netherlands became
a far less traditional society. Even students at Kuyper’s historically sympathetic
Free University wanted to take firm action against apartheid; in fact, even in
the 1950s, visitors from the Free University such as rector H Dooyeweerd and
theologian JH Bavinck had criticized apartheid, which the Dutch delegate to
the UN had regularly denounced on principle since 1952.120 As far back as
1949, when Malan visited the Netherlands, Queen Juliana had told him that as
long as apartheid existed in South Africa, she would never go there.121
By the 1960s, the apartheid policies and authoritarian methods needed
to sustain the NP regime against now widely publicized growing resistance
resonated far more concretely with Dutch memories of their wartime experience
than limited knowledge in 1948 of apartheid as a still theoretical program.
After Sharpeville, a piece in Het Vrije Volk on Prime Minister Verwoerd’s
policies addressed his supposedly Nazi sympathies before and during the
117 G Schutte, A family feud..., p. 117; G Schutte, De Vrije Universiteit en Zuid-Afrika 1880- 2005: Deel I..., pp. 336-337.
118 G Schutte, Stamverwantschap onder druk..., pp. 221-223.
119 J Barber, South Africa’s foreign policy 1945-1970..., pp. 146-147.
120 G Schutte, A family feud..., pp. 123-135.
121 S Wynia, “Anti-apartheidsstrijders uit schuldgevoel”, 18 December 2012, Elsevier-Speciale Edities,
IS Geschiedenis: Dagelijke historische achtergronden bij het nieuws (available at <www.isgeschiedenis.nl/
archiefstukken/antiapartheidsstrijders-uit-schuldgevoel>, as accessed on 14 June 2017).
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war.122 At a mass anti-apartheid protest in the Hague that April, the actor
Otto Sterman compared the anti-apartheid struggle to that against Nazism
and Fascism.123 A 1963 Leeuwarder Courant editorial described apartheidera Afrikaner nationalism as Fascist and anti-democratic.124 In June 1988,
at the largest Dutch anti-apartheid demonstration yet, held in Amsterdam,
representing churches, trade unions, and mainstream political parties, thenmayor Ed van Thijn used the same analogy, comparing apartheid with the
German occupation and persecution of the Jews.125
It did not matter whether this analogy was over-simplified or that even the
worst features of apartheid fell far short of physical genocide. The Dutch
people may have taken some time for the great majority to agree on much
stronger actions against South Africa, beyond just intermittent statements of
condemnation: the Cold War, the awkwardness of attacking the apartheid
regime as long as the Netherlands was facing criticism for its own colonial
policies, and the usefulness of an outlet for emigrants who sought opportunities
beyond those available in the difficult conditions of the postwar Netherlands
all might give the impression that the war had not truly ruptured the old ties.
Yet, these factors only masked the fundamental shift in the way many Dutch,
even many old friends, viewed the Afrikaner-led white regime after the war
years, especially as the apartheid model moved from theory to the grim
business of creating, elaborating, preserving, and defending a system hated by
the great majority, and which thus required ever harsher means to sustain. In
a world in which colonialism of any type, much less a system seemingly built
so overtly on “racial” differences, was no longer acceptable, the lens through
which Dutch critics came to view apartheid and all of the accompanying
measures required to preserve NP rule always seemed to return to the nature
of the response back in 1948 when the party had first come to power, and
thus always to the impact of the World War II experience on Dutch society.

122 Het Vrije Volk, 31 March 1960, p. 9.
123 Friese Koerier: Onafhankelijk Dagblad voor Friesland en Aangrenzenden Gebieden (Heerenveen), 4 April 1960, p. 9.
124 Leeuwaarder Courant (Leeuwaarden), 3 August 1963, p. 1.
125 S Wynia, “Anti-apartheidsstrijders uit schuldgevoel...”, 18 December 2012.
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Abstract
The money history of the Free State, 1854-1902, with special reference to
the numismatic collection of the National Museum in Bloemfontein
This article deals with the money history of the republic of the Orange
Free State (1854-1902), and uses specific examples from the numismatic
collection of the National Museum, Bloemfontein.The Free State never had
its own coinage. With the exception of Free State “good fors”, which were used
to combat a shortage in coins, the republic had to make use of British and
Transvaal coins. The idea of an own coinage was, however, raised on more than
one occasion. A German firm by the name of Otto, Nolte & Co. submitted
to the Free State government a quote and even went so far as to send six
pattern coins to the government for approval. However these coins were never
approved and therefore never coined. Some pattern pieces can still be found
today, for example a one penny pattern coin from 1888 in the numismatic
collection of the National Museum, Bloemfontein. These pattern pieces are
unique and sought after by collectors. In 1865 the government of the Orange
Free State issued the republic’s first inconvertable paper money to the value
of £30 000. These government notes, of which the first issue was printed on
blue paper, were known as “blue backs”. The State President, JH Brand, was
supposed to sign all of the 30 000 notes that were issued but in the end only
signed 6 700. This article clearly shows how important a role museums play in
preserving a country’s history, and at the same time the article emphasises the
kaleidoscopic nature of Cultural History.
Keywords: Money history; Boer republic of the Orange Free State; National
Museum, Bloemfontein; Numismatic collection; Paper money; Coins; Tokens;
“Good Fors”.

Inleiding
Aangesien dit in die mens se natuur is om goed bymekaar te maak, is die
versamel van munte en verwante items waarskynlik so oud soos munte self. In
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alle waarskynlikheid het die Grieke reeds hiermee begin. Daar word oor die
algemeen aanvaar dat die veertiende-eeuse Italiaanse digter Patrarch een van die
eerste muntversamelaars was. Teen die sestiende eeu het hierdie “stokperdjie”
egter sy kinderskoene ontgroei en tot ’n wetenskap ontwikkel. In hierdie stadium
was numismatiek slegs die studie van Griekse en Romeinse munte of medaljes.1
Numismatiek2 is egter veel meer as bloot die versameling, klassifisering en
beskrywing van munte en verwante items.3 Moderne numismatiek sluit nie
alleen munte en medaljes in nie, maar wel alle geldelike of finansieel-verwante
items soos tjeks en aandelesertifikate. Die Suid-Afrikaanse Numismatiese
Vereniging definieer numismatiek dan ook as die studie van die geskiedenis,
wetenskap en kuns, en die versameling van munte, medaljes, ordetekens,
banknote, tekenmunte en gedenkpennings.4
Hierdie studie fokus op die geldgeskiedenis van die Boererepubliek van die
Oranje-Vrystaat (1854-1902), met spesiale verwysing na die numismatiese
versameling van die Nasionale Museum in Bloemfontein. Dit verskaf ook
’n kort historiese oorsig van die ontwikkeling van munte en banknote in die
algemeen in Suid-Afrika tot en met 1902. Dit sou haas onmoontlik wees om
die Suid-Afrikaanse geldgeskiedenis in sy geheel binne die konteks van hierdie
artikel aan te spreek en om hierdie rede is die jaar 1902 as afsnypunt gebruik.
Na afloop van die Anglo-Boereoorlog (1899-1902) was die hele gebied wat
vandag Suid-Afrika is, onder Britse beheer. Dit het noodwendig ’n keerpunt
in die geskiedenis van die gebied, maar ook in die geldgeskiedenis van SuidAfrika, teweeggebring. Laastens word enkele ander numismatiese voorbeelde
kortliks bespreek om sodoende die ware omvang van hierdie wetenskap aan
te dui. Die ontwikkeling en geskiedenis van banke en die bankbedryf is
uiteraard ’n studie op sy eie en maak dus nie deel uit van hierdie artikel nie.
Geld en banke is egter in baie opsigte onlosmaaklik verbind en om hierdie
rede word daar tog waar nodig kortliks na enkele banke verwys. Aangesien die
waardevermindering van geld dit onprakties maak om destydse geldeenhede
na die huidige stelsel om te skakel, word alle bedrae in ponde, sjielings en
pennies weergegee. (Met die oorskakeling na ’n desimale geldstelsel in 1961
was een pond sterling gelyk aan twee rand.)
1
2
3
4

CC Chamberlain en F Reinfeld, Coin dictionary and guide (New York, Bonanza, 1961), p. 6.
Die Romeinse woord “numismatic” het sy oorsprong van die Griekse woord “nomisma” wat munt beteken.
Anon., “Numismatics” (available at <http://www.aktiesamlaren-bjb.se/ukweb>, geraadpleeg 8 Januarie 2002).
GB Rawlings, Ancient [medieval] [modern] coins: and how to know them (Chicago, AmmonPress, 1961), pp. 2-3.
Biblioteek van die Nasionale Museum (Bloemfontein), Lêer 1SA.54: Genootskap van die Suid-Afrikaanse
Numismatiese Verenigings: Konstitusie, p. 2.
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Uitgaande van die standpunt dat ’n studie van die geldgeskiedenis van die
Oranje-Vrystaat (1854-1902) lig sal werp op ’n aspek van die Suid-Afrikaanse
numismatiek, sal daar dus in hierdie artikel ’n oorsig van die aanskaf en
aanwending van geld in die Oranje-Vrystaat (OVS) in die tweede helfte
van die negentiende eeu verskaf word. Tegelykertyd sal lig gewerp word op
die waarde van die Nasionale Museum in Bloemfontein se numismatiese
versameling; en sal deur die prisma van geld, die kaleidoskopiese aard van
kutuurgeskiedenis belig word. Die vraag of numismatiese versamelings en/
of ’n studie van hierdie aard vir (kultuur)historici van waarde kan wees, moet
deurgaans in gedagte gehou word; dus ook die vraag waarom ons munte en
banknote versamel en bewaar.
Die ontstaan en ontwikkeling van munte in Suid-Afrika
Van die vroegste tye af het die mens artikels en items wat hy of sy in oorskot gehad
het, verruil vir artikels wat benodig is. Ruilhandel is met ’n wye verskeidenheid
artikels, onder andere beeste, krale, sout, seep, velle en tabak, gedryf. Hierdie
items kan dus as die eerste “geld” bestempel word. Geld word dan ook in die
algemeen gedefinieer as enige artikel wat van een persoon na ’n ander oorhandig
word as betaling vir ’n kommoditeit of vir ’n diens gelewer.5 Eenvoudig gestel
was dit vroeër jare enige artikel waaraan ’n groep mense ’n bepaalde waarde
gekoppel het.6 Sout was vir baie lank so ’n kommoditeit. Selfs Romeinse soldate
is met soutkoekies, bekend as selarium, vergoed. Vandaar dan ook die Engelse
woord “salary” en die Afrikaanse woord “salaris”. Betaalmiddele soos beeste, seep
en tabak is egter verganklik. ’n Behoefte aan ’n gemeenskaplike rekeneenheid
of waardebepaler het ontstaan. ’n Algemeen aanneemlike ruileenheid met ’n
standhoudende waarde wat deur almal as betaalmiddel aanvaar sou word vir
hulle produkte of dienste gelewer, was dus nodig.7
Vir nagenoeg 2 500 jaar was metaal hierdie middel. Metaal was van ’n redelik
konstante waarde, moeilik vernietigbaar en kon taamlik maklik opgegaar en
geberg word.8 Verder het metaal, veral goud en silwer, ’n intrinsieke waarde
gehad. Hierdie geld van metaal het aanvanklik verskeie vorme aangeneem soos
’n ring, ’n staaf of gereedskap. Wat egter van belang was, was die gehalte van

5
6
7
8

JN Lawrence, The foreign paper money story and encyclopedia (Johannesburg, JN Lawrence, s.a.), p. 13.
F Reinfeld, The story of paper money: Including catalogue of values (New York, Sterling Pub., 1961), p. 5.
CL Engelbrecht, Geld in Suid-Afrika (Kaapstad, Tafelberg, 1987), p. 1.
F Reinfeld,The story of paper money..., p. 5.
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die metaal en dat die gewig korrek was.9 Alhoewel daar twyfel bestaan, word
die ontwikkeling van die eerste muntstukke aan die Lidiërs van Klein-Asië
toegeskryf. Vanaf die sewende eeu het hulle ruwe, ovaal stukke geld uit elektrum
(’n allooi van goud en silwer)10 en silwer geslaan. ’n Munt is ’n stuk metaal,
tradisioneel van groot waarde, waarop een of ander outoriteitsmerk aangebring
is. Hierdie merk getuig van die waarde, die gewig en die reg van die munt om
as betaalmiddel te sirkuleer. Anders as ons geld van vandag, was vroeë munte
nie slegs tekenmunte nie, dit wil sê munte wat minder werd is as die intrinsieke
waarde wat hulle verteenwoordig. Die waarde is bepaal deur die gewig en die
metaal waaruit dit geslaan is, hetsy goud, silwer of koper. Hierdie munte is deur
almal aanvaar en het oor die hele wêreld heen gesirkuleer.11
Suid-Afrika se muntgeskiedenis kan hoofsaaklik na die Kaapkolonie
teruggevoer word en die ontwikkelinge wat daar plaasgevind het. Met die
vestiging van die eerste nedersetting aan die Kaap in 1652, het die hedendaagse
gebruik dat elke land oor sy eie muntstukke beskik, nog nie bestaan nie.12
Weens die afwesigheid van ’n internasionale kredietstelsel het metaalgeld van
een land dikwels vrylik in ’n ander land gesirkuleer. Soms is daar ’n plaaslike
kontra-stempel13 op die munte aangebring. Hiermee saam is tariewe (lyste van
die pryse waarteen die bepaalde muntstukke in omloop aanvaar moes word)
gepubliseer.14 Die Spaanse daalder en Hollandse agt-real (dit was die amptelike
geld van die Verenigde Oos-Indiese Kompanjie) is sulke voorbeelde en het
vrylik in die Kaap gesirkuleer. Die Spaanse daalder was vir nagenoeg twee
eeue lank die aanvaarbaarste muntstuk in die wêreld se handelsbedryf weens
die feit dat die Spanjaarde ’n beleid van eenvormige standaard en suiwerheid
gehandhaaf het.15 Eersgenoemde, en in besonder die Hollandse agt-real,
was tesame met geld wat in daardie stadium in die Nederlande in omloop
was, die eerste waarmee die nedersettings aan die Kaap kennis gemaak het.16
Aangesien daar baie verkeer tussen die Kaap en die Ooste was, het heelwat
Oosterse munte ook hulle weg na die Kaap gevind. Hulle sluit in die Javaanse
silwer- en goueroepees, die Oos-Indiese mohurs, sterpagodas, Japanse koban
9 M Esterhuysen, Ons gelderfenis (Pretoria, Nasionale Kultuurhistoriese en Opelugmuseum, 1980), p. 3.
10 JT Becklake, From real to Rand: The story of money, medals and mints in South Africa (s.l., Central News Agency
Ltd., s.a.), p. 1.
11 JN Lawrence, The foreign paper money..., p. 15.
12 CL Engelbrecht, Geld in Suid-Afrika..., p. 13.
13 Dit beteken om ’n merk te slaan op ’n bestaande muntstuk ten einde verandering van waarde aan te toon of om
aan te toon dat dit wel as wettige betaalmiddel in die betrokke land aanvaar word. EM Shaw, ’n Geskiedenis van
betaalmiddels in Suid-Afrika, 5 (Kaapstad, Suid-Afrikaanse Museum, 1956), p. 28.
14 EM Shaw, ’n Geskiedenis van betaalmiddels..., p. 3.
15 CL Engelbrecht,Geld in Suid-Afrika..., p. 14.
16 CL Engelbrecht, Geld in Suid-Afrika..., p. 15.
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en bonke, sowel as die sequin of zecchinos van Venesië.17 In 1681 het die
Verenigde Provinsies van die Nederlande munte ter waarde van 3, 2, 1 en ’n
½ gulden laat munt en met verloop van tyd het hierdie muntstukke ook die
Kaap de Goede Hoop (destyds nog onder Nederlandse beheer) bereik.18
Britse geld het ook ’n belangrike rol in die ontwikkeling van geld in SuidAfrika gespeel en kan teruggevoer word na die eerste (1795) en tweede (1806)
besetting van die Kaap. Die eerste pennie wat in die Suid-Afrikaanse konteks
van belang was, is die sogenaamde Britse karwielpennie19 van 1697. Die Britse
goewerneur, sir George Yonge, het die invoer van hierdie pennie aan die Kaap
op 14 Januarie 1800 gemagtig. Die karwielpennie was bedoel as betaalmiddel
vir die Britse soldate. Hierdie eerste karwielpennies het ’n tradisie van Britse
sterlinggeld in Suid-Afrika gevestig wat tesame met ponde (£) en sjielings (s)
vir nagenoeg 160 jaar sou duur.20 Na afloop van die tweede Britse besetting
in 1806, het die waarde van Nederlandse geld geleidelik afgeneem en is met
verloop van tyd deur Britse sterlinggeld vervang.21 Britse geld was vanaf 1795
tot en met 1923 (toe Suid-Afrika sy eie geld begin vervaardig het) wettige valuta
in Suid-Afrika22 en in die tweede helfte van die negentiende eeu selfs ook vrylik
in omloop in die Zuid-Afrikaansche Republiek (ZAR). Ten spyte van die feit
dat die ZAR reeds in 1891 die invoer van Britse munte verbied het, is daar eers
teen 1895 pogings aangewend om hierdie wet af te dwing. Britse muntgeld het
egter in die ZAR bly sirkuleer en teen 1899 was daar in Johannesburg meer
Britse silwer as republikeinse silwer in omloop. Na die Britse besetting van
Pretoria op 5 Junie 1900 is Britse geld as wettige betaalmiddel verklaar.23
Muntgeld in die Vrystaat
In die Vrystaat het die Voortrekkers se kontant bestaan uit die Britse geld wat
hulle uit die Kaapkolonie saamgebring het. Met Brittanje se besetting van die
gebied noord van die Gariep (Oranjerievier) in 1846 is die stelsel gewettig en

17 M Esterhuysen,Ons gelderfenis..., p. 8.
18 JT Becklake, From real to Rand..., p. 6.
19 Bekend as ’n karwielpennie vanweë hul grootte, sowel as die breë verhewe band waarop die instruksie aangebring
is. H van der Walt, “Interessante pennies en tipe pennies oor 2 000 jaar”, Die Genootskap van Suid-Afrikaanse
Numismatiese Verenigings, 2, p. 59.
20 H van der Walt, “Interessante pennies en tipe pennies...”, Die Genootskap van Suid-Afrikaanse Numismatiese
Verenigings, 2, p. 59.
21 CL Engelbrecht, Geld in Suid-Afrika..., p. 51.
22 JT Becklake, From real to Rand..., p. 22.
23 CL Engelbrecht, Geld in Suid-Afrika..., pp. 93-94.
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verder bestendig.24 Met die onafhanklikheidswording van die Oranje-Vrystaat
(OVS) in 1854 is die Britse monetêre stelsel behou, maar bitter min geld was
in omloop en handel was hoofsaaklik tot ruilhandel beperk.25
Die republiek Oranje-Vrystaat (1854–1902) het nooit oor sy eie muntsisteem
beskik nie. Met die uitsondering van OVS goedvoors wat as kleingeld moes
diens doen, was die Vrystaat op Britse en later ZAR munte aangewese om
in hul kleingeldbehoeftes te voorsien.26 Alhoewel die OVS regering nooit ’n
besluit in dié verband geneem het nie, is die idee vir ’n eie muntstelsel tog per
geleentheid ter tafel gelê. Reeds in 1866 is hierdie voorstel vir die eerste keer
gemaak, maar die Vrystaatse regering het egter verkies om nog regeringsnote
uit te gee. In 1870 sowel as in 1877 is hierdie saak weer onder die Volksraad
se aandag gebring. Daar is egter gevoel dat die OVS nog nie gereed was vir sy
eie muntstelsel nie.27 Hierdie besluit kan waarskynlik toegeskryf word aan die
feit dat Britse geld sedert 1846 as wettige betaalmiddel in die OVS aanvaar
is. Verder het die OVS met die Kaapkolonie handel gedryf waar sterling die
enigste erkende betaalmiddel was. So het die Duitse stempelmakersfirma,
Otto, Nolte & Kie van Berlyn, selfs nog in 1887 kwotasies aan die Vrystaat
voorgelê vir ’n voorgestelde munt reeks. Hierdie reeks sou bestaan het uit ’n
silwer kroon, ½ kroon, kroon,
kroon of sikspens, ’n koperpennie, ½en ¼-pennie. Nadat ’n aanvanklike brief aan die president van die Vrystaat
(JH Brand) onbeantwoord gebly het, het Otto, Nolte & Kie voortgegaan en
ses patroonmunte aan die OVS gestuur. Daar is egter nooit enige van hierdie
munte gemunt nie en slegs enkele patroonmunte het behoue gebly. Vandag is
slegs voorbeelde van die kroon en die pennie bekend.28 Aangesien die reeks nooit
gemunt is nie, is die enkele monstermunte wat nog bestaan vanselfsprekend
gesogte en waardevolle numismatiese items. In die numismatiese versameling
van die Nasionale Museum is daar ’n voorbeeld van so ’n patroonmunt.
Hierdie brons munt is 30 mm in omtrek en 1,5 mm dik. Op die voorsy verskyn
die Vrystaatse wapen met drie pos horings. Links hiervan is ’n palm tak en regs ’n
24 CL Engelbrecht, Geld in Suid-Afrika..., p. 56.
25 EM Shaw, ’n Geskiedenis van betaalmiddels..., p. 19.
26 H van der Walt, “Interessante pennies en tipe pennies...”, Die Genootskap van Suid-Afrikaanse Numismatiese
Verenigings, 2, p. 60.
27 EHD Arndt, Banking and currency development in South Africa (Johannesburg, Juta& Co, 1928), p. 128-130.
Kyk ook Notulen der verrigtingen van den HoogedelenVolksraad, gedurende zijne jaarlijksche zitting, te Bloemfontein
beginnende met 5 Februarij, 1866 (Bloemfontein, Thomas White, 1866), p. 136; Notulen der verrigtingen van
den HoogedelenVolksraad van den Oranjevrijstaat, in zijne gewone jaarlijksche zitting van den 7 den Mei 1877
(Bloemfontein, White, Barlow, en Co., 1877), pp. 152-153.
28 H van der Walt, “Interessante pennies en tipe pennies...”, Die Genootskap van Suid-Afrikaanse Numismatiese
Verenigings, 2, p. 60.
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eike tak wat saamgebind is met ’n lint waarop “GEDULD EN MOED” staan.
Die datum “1888” verskyn daaronder. Op die keersy verskyn in die middel “1
PENNY”, omring links met ’n eike tak en regs met ’n lourier tak hieronder.
Figuur 1: Vrystaatse patroonmunt van 1888, deur Otto, Nolte & Kie van Berlyn

Bron: Nasionale Museumversameling, I 3086.

’n Ander vraagstuk waaroor die Vrystaatse Volksraad moes beslis, was die
wettiging van Transvaalse munte in die OVS. In die suidelike dele van die
OVS is daar met die Britse Kaapkolonie handel gedryf. In die Kaapkolonie
is Vrystaatse papiergeld nie as wettige betaalmiddel aanvaar nie aangesien
sterling die enigste betaalmiddel aan die Kaap was. In die noorde is daar
grotendeels met die ZAR handel gedryf en dus was Krugergeld gevolglik vrylik
in sirkulasie. Daarbenewens het die Nasionale Bank van die OVS kommissie
ontvang op die Krugermunte wat in omloop gehou is. Die Vrystaatse regering
het ’n aandeel in die Nasionale Bank gehad en het dus in hierdie kommissie
gedeel. Dit het sake vir die Volksraad gekompliseer aangesien die wettiging
van Krugergeld in die Vrystaat die einde van dié kommissie sou beteken. Met
Brittanje se anneksasie van die Vrystaat op 24 Mei 1900 tydens die AngloBoereoorlog, het die Vrystaatse Republiek dus nie oor sy eie muntstelsel
beskik nie en is Britse silwer, tesame met Krugergeld, as wettige betaalmiddels
in die Oranjerivierkolonie (1900-1910) aanvaar.29
Die ontstaan en ontwikkeling van papiergeld in Suid-Afrika
Met die uitbreiding en die ontwikkeling van die handels- en vervaardigingsbedryf
het daar ’n behoefte aan ’n nuwe soort betaalmiddel ontstaan. Papiergeld was
maklik hanteerbaar en meer geskik, veral vir die beklinking van groot transaksies.
29 M Esterhuysen, Ons gelderfenis..., p. 26. Na afloop van die Britse anneksasie van die OVS, het die Britte die
gebied tot die Orange River Colony herdoop.
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Aangesien die ontwikkeling van sowel papier as die drukkuns aan die Chinese
te danke is, is dit ’n logiese afleiding dat papiergeld sy ontstaan in China gehad
het. Bewyse hiervoor word gevind in die Venesiese ontdekkingsreisiger Marco
Polo se vertellinge in verband met sy besoek aan China in die dertiende eeu.30
Die oudste papiergeld dateer uit 650-655 n.C. en die oudste banknoot in ’n
versamelaar se besit is die skaars Ming Dinastie-noot van 1368 n.C.31
Elke banknoot beskik oor ’n unieke reeksnommer wat dit dus outomaties van
alle ander banknote onderskei. Dit is nie die geval met munte nie. Net soos
met munte kan papiergeld wel ’n aanduiding wees van ’n land se geskiedenis.
Sekere historiese gebeure word deur middel van militêre note, okkupasie- en
nooduitgifte, oorlogsgevangene- en konsentrasiekamp-uitgifte, ensovoorts
nagespoor. Ander note se historiese waarde is nog tasbaarder aangesien hulle
fisies die handtekening van ’n historiese leier of figuur bevat.32
Dit het egter baie lank geduur voordat papiergeld die vertroue van die publiek
kon wen. Een aspek van papiergeld wat dwarsdeur die geskiedenis dieselfde gebly
het, is dat die sigwaarde van ’n noot slegs aanvaar sal word indien ’n stabiele,
betroubare regering aan die stuur van sake is. Verder vereis die uitreiking van
papiergeld dat dit deur ’n betroubare reserwe gerugsteun sal word.33
Die Kaapkolonie het in die laaste kwart van die agtiende eeu met papiergeld
kennis gemaak en daarna was dit deel van die geldgeskiedenis van die
Kaap, die ZAR en die OVS.34 In 1782 was die Nederlandse goewerneur,
Joachim van Plettenberg, verplig om vir die eerste keer in die geskiedenis
van die Kaap en Suid-Afrika papiergeld uit te reik. Hierdie verskyning van
papiergeld kan hoofsaaklik toegeskryf word aan die vyandigheid wat daar
tussen Nederland en Engeland geheers het. Van Plettenberg was onsuksesvol
in sy pogings om genoegsame muntvoorraad van die Nederlande te bekom en
moes noodgedwonge papiergeld uitreik. Die note is van ’n regeringstempel
voorsien wat die waarde sowel as die magtigingsdatum van elke uitgawe
moes bevestig.35 Hierdie note was almal handgeskrewe aangesien die Kaap in
daardie stadium nog nie oor ’n drukpers beskik het nie.36
30
31
32
33
34
35

F Reinfeld, The story of paper money..., p. 8.
JN Lawrence, The foreign paper money..., p. 19.
JN Lawrence, The foreign paper money..., p. 15.
F Reinfeld, The story of paper money…, pp. 5-8.
CL Engelbrecht, Geld in Suid-Afrika..., p. 8.
W Bergman, “ A history of the regular banknote issue of South Africa”, Die Suid-Afrikaanse Muntkundige
Tydskrif, 5, Oktober1969, p. 1.
36 RF Kennedy, Old South African bank notes and documents: A description of the collection of the Institute of Bankers
in South Africa (Brosjure, Kaapstad, 1956), p. 2.
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Tydens die Bataafse bewind (1803-1806) het kommissaris JAU de Mist in
1803 bepaal dat dit onmoontlik was om vas te stel hoeveel banknote daar
in die Kaap in omloop was. Hy het voorgestel dat alle bestaande papiergeld
onttrek en in die openbaar verbrand moes word. Tydens die tweede Britse
besetting (vanaf 1806) het die Britte aanvanklik die bestaande geld wat in die
Kaap in omloop was, behou. In 1808 het die Britte egter besluit om ’n nuwe
banknoot bekend te stel. Die note is op kaartjies gedruk wat vanaf Brittanje
ingevoer is. Alle denominasies vanaf een riksdaalder en hoër is met die beeld
van Britannia gestempel. Dit het baie ooreengestem met die Bank of England
se note. Daar word beweer dat weens die algemene agteruitgang van hierdie
note hulle gemiddeld vyf maal in ’n jaar herdruk moes word.37
Agt riksdaalders het teen 1825 feitlik dieselfde koopkrag as een Engelse
goue pond gehad, terwyl dit in werklikheid nie meer as sewe skellings en agt
pennies werd was nie. Dit was vir die Kaapse koloniale owerheid duidelik
dat die geldstelsel van die Kaap slegs verbeter sou kon word indien hul van
die papiergeld ontslae kon raak. Op 6 Junie 1825 het die goewerneur en
Raad deur middel van ’n spesiale ordinansie Britse silwergeld as die wettige
betaalmiddel aan die Kaap verklaar.38
Anders as in die Kaapkolonie en in die Boererepublieke is daar geen
regeringsnote in die Britse kolonie Natal uitgegee nie. Van die begin af is
Britse munte as wettige betaalmiddel hier aanvaar. Natal het in hierdie
stadium die Kaapse voorbeeld gevolg in dié sin dat privaat-beheerde banke
en firmas banknote uitgegee het.39 In Transvaal is die eerste banknote in 1865
uitgereik. Die ZAR het teen 1868 vyf banknoot-uitgawes in ’n kwessie van
vyf jaar gehad. Die eerste vier uitgawes is plaaslik gedruk, terwyl die vyfde
uitgawe in Londen gedruk is.40
Papiergeld in die Vrystaat
Namate die jong republiek in die OVS sy voete gevind en geleidelik
ekonomiese groei en ontwikkeling getoon het, was daar algaande ’n behoefte
onder die inwoners vir bankdienste en beleggingsgeleenthede. Teen 1852
het die Natal Fire Assurance & Trust Company van Pietermaritzburg reeds
37
38
39
40

RF Kennedy, Old South African bank notes..., pp. 2-3.
M Esterhuysen, Ons gelderfenis..., p. 69.
RF Kennedy, Old South African bank notes..., p. 9.
M Esterhuysen, “Klinkende harde munt was skaars”, Lantern, Desember 1969, pp. 41-42.
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bankdienste in Bloemfontein aangebied. Na 1860 is hulle gevolg deur die
Commercial Bank of Port Elizabeth sowel as die Colesberg Bank. In 1862
het die Bloemfontein Bank sy deure oopgemaak, gevolg deur die Fauresmith
Bank en die Standard Bank of British South Africa Ltd, en in 1863 het die
Standard Bank die Fauresmith Bank oorgeneem.41
Teen 1865 was geld baie skaars in Bloemfontein. Daarbenewens het die
banke weens ’n sameloop van omstandighede ongewild geraak onder die
publiek en is daar gesê dat hul net tot elke prys geld wou maak. Die publiek
het gevolglik begin aandring op ’n regeringsbank met papiergeld, en met
staatsgrond as sekuriteit. Die Standard Bank, wat in 1865 verliese in die
Kaap gely het, het die skroef begin aandraai om uitstaande skuld in te vorder.
Dié bank het onder andere geweier om bewyse te verdiskonteer en het ook
14% rente op hernuwings begin vra. Dit het aanleiding gegee tot ’n vlaag
bankrotskappe wat die inwoners van die Vrystaat verder gegrief het. Teen
Maart 1865 het die Volksraad besluit om geen “uitlandse banke” sonder die
nodige toestemming in die republiek toe te laat nie en in April 1866 het die
Standard Bank gevolglik sy deure in die Vrystaat gesluit.42
In 1865 is die eerste Vrystaatse regeringsnote, ter waarde van £30 000, in
opdrag van die Vrystaatse regering deur die Bloemfontein Bank uitgegee. Dit
was die heel eerste onwisselbare papiergeld, genoem “blue backs” vanweë die feit
dat dit op blou papier gedruk is, wat in die Vrystaat in omloop gekom het.43 Op
die “blue backs” vind ’n mens geen drukkersfirma se naam nie wat kan beteken
dat die noot heel waarskynlik plaaslik deur die regering self laat druk is.44
Die Vrystaatse staatspresident, JH Brand, was veronderstel om al die note,
30 000 in totaal, persoonlik te onderteken. Hy het egter, nadat hy slegs 6 700
note geteken het, versoek om van die taak onthef te word. Pres. Brand het
aanbeveel dat ’n beter gehalte papier van Engeland verkry moes word en dat
die waardes van 5-, 10- en 20-pond ook uitgereik moes word. Aanvanklik sou
slegs £1-note uitgereik word.45 Hierdie 1865-uitgifte sou vir ’n vasgestelde
tydperk van tien jaar in sirkulasie wees. Hierna moes die note gekanselleer
word en teen £6 000 per jaar teruggetrek en vernietig word. Alhoewel daar
41 AN Pelzer, “Die ingebruikstelling van papiergeld in die Suid-Afrikaanse Republiek”, Historia, 11(1), Maart
1966, pp. 4-6.
42 CL Engelbrecht, Geld in Suid-Afrika..., p. 56-57.
43 M Esterhuysen, Ons gelderfenis..., p. 88.
44 AC Hoffman, “Seldsame papiernote, goedvore en bewysstukke van die Oranje-Vrystaat in die versameling van
die Nasionale Museum”, Navorsinge van die Nasionale Museum, 1(1), Februarie 1952, p. 1.
45 M Esterhuysen, Ons gelderfenis..., p. 88.
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op 6 Maart 1879 in ’n amptelike verslag verklaar is dat al hierdie note reeds
vernietig is, was daar tot laat in die 1980’s ’n voorbeeld van ’n £1-”blue back”
in die Nasionale Museumversameling.46 Hierdie noot het ongelukkig verlore
geraak en laat ’n groot leemte, nie net in die Nasionale Museumversameling
nie, maar ook in die papier-geldgeskiedenis van die Vrystaat en Suid-Afrika.
Dit was heel waarskynlik die enigste oorblywende Vrystaatse “blue back” in
die land. Die enigste visuele rekord wat vandag nog van dié noot bestaan,
is ’n afbeelding in die publikasie van AC Hoffman. Die oorspronklike noot
was blou met die volgende inskripsie daarop gedruk: Volgens Besluit van den
Hoog-Ed. Volksraad van 10 Maart, 1865, waarbij dit Gouvernements papier
tot een bedrag van Dertig Duizend Pond Sterling wordt uitgegeven onder
verband van alle onroerende Gouvernements eigen dommen heeft hetzche
eene gedwonge koers voor tien jaar van af 15 April, 1865, en zal na verloop
van dien tijd jaarlijks tot een bedrag van Zes Duizend vernietigd worden.” Die
noot is onderteken deur die staatspresident, JH Brand, die ouditeur-generaal,
J Heyermans, en die tesourier-generaal, JC Nielen Marais.
Figuur 2: OVS £1-”blue back”, Bloemfontein 1865

Bron: AC Hoffman, “Seldsame papiernote, goedvore en bewysstukke van die Oranje-Vrystaat in die
versameling van die Nasionale Museum”, Navorsinge van die Nasionale Museum, 1(1), p. 2.

Die drie Vrystaat-Basoetoe-oorloë in die jare 1858 tot 1868 het die Vrystaatse
republiek in die moeilikheid gedompel. Die grensdistrikte het groot skade gely
en die burgers was nie in staat om hulle belasting te betaal nie. Die staat is met
’n leë skatkis gekonfronteer. Moontlike oplossings wat oorweeg is, was onder
andere ’n Europese lening of die uitgee van verdere regeringsnote. ’n Tydelike
oplossing is gevind met ’n £30 000 lening wat die Bloemfontein Bank aan
46 South African paper money, 1782-1921 (Katalogus, Johannesburg, 1953), p. 47.
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die regering toegestaan het. Op 11 Junie 1866 het die Volksraad die president
gemagtig om verdere regeringsnote ter waarde van £100 000 in denominasies
van tot en met £20 uit te gee. Staatsgrond het as sekuriteit gedien en die note
sou vir ’n gedwonge tydperk van vyf jaar in omloop wees.47 Na afloop van die
vyf jaar sou die note teen ’n koers van £10 000 per jaar vernietig word.48
Met die uitreiking van die eerste reeks note is alle regerings- en staatseiendom
onder verband geplaas, maar met die 1866-series is slegs Witsieshoek en die
verowerde grondgebied in die Oos-Vrystaat as sekuriteit aangebied. Die
note is deur William Brown & Co. van Londen gedruk. Volgens amptelike
rekords behoort hierdie note almal vernietig te wees. Daar was volgens die
aanwinsregister van die Nasionale Museum in Bloemfontein eens wel ’n
voorbeeld van dié tipe noot in die Museumversameling, maar dit kon nie nou
weer opgespoor word nie.49 Daar is wel nog ’n voorbeeld van dié tipe noot
in die versameling van die Ditsong: Nasionale Kultuurhistoriese Museum in
Pretoria.50 Nog voordat die tweede uitgifte uitgereik is, het die waarde van die
OVS-regeringsnote tot 15s. geval. Met die verdere toename in nooduitgifte
het dit verder tot 11s. geval en in Natal kon ’n mens slegs 10s. vir ’n Vrystaatse
£1-noot bekom.51
Weens die gebrek aan vertroue in die regering en sy kredietwaardigheid was
hierdie depresiasie onafwendbaar. Nog voor die uitreiking van hierdie note het
een staatsdepartement selfs geweier om ’n tjek van ’n ander staatsdepartement te
aanvaar aangesien daar geen fondse in die bank was om die tjek te dek nie. Verder
is daar steeds aan die publiek tjeks uitgereik wat weens ’n tekort aan fondse nie
deur die bank uitbetaal kon word nie. Dit is dus geen verrassing nie, veral in die
lig van die onvermoë van die regering om die republiek se geldsake te bestuur, dat
hierdie papiergeld glad nie gewild was onder die publiek nie.52 Hierdie negatiewe
gesindheid teenoor die papiergeld kan dan ook duidelik bespeur word in die AntiBlue Back Association wat in Desember 1867 in Bloemfontein tot stand gekom
het. Hulle het onder andere onderneem om alles moontlik te doen om die uitgee
van enige verdere note deur die regering teen te staan.53
47 CL Engelbrecht, Geld in Suid-Afrika..., pp. 57-58.
48 Anon., South African paper money..., p. 48.
49 Na afloop van ’n hernieude soektog in die Nasionale Museum, Bloemfontein se versameling, kon steeds geen
spoor van die genoemde geldnoot gevind word nie.
50 M Esterhuysen, Ons gelderfenis..., p. 88.
51 Anon., South African paper money..., p. 49.
52 EHD Arndt, Banking and currency development..., p. 82.
53 WW Collins, Free Statia or reminiscences of a lifetime in the Orange Free State, South Africa, from 1852 to end of
1875: 23 years (Bloemfontein, The Friend Printing and Publishing Company, 1907), p. 248.
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Die inskripsie op ’n voorbeeld van ’n OVS-regeringsnoot in die Nasionale
Museum se versameling lees as volg: “Volgens Besluit van den Hoog-Ed.
Volksraad van 11 Juny, 1866, waarbij dit Gouvernements papier tot een bedrag
van alle onroerende Gouvernements eigendommen in Witzieshoek en in het
veroverde grondgebied en onder eerste verband van vaste eigendommen heeft
hetzelve eene gedwongene koers van Vyf jaar van af 11 Juny, 1866, en zal na
verloop van dien tijd jaarlijks tot een bedrag van Tien Duizend Pond Sterlg.
vernietigd worden. Bloemfontein 25 July 1868.”Die noot is onderteken deur
die staatspresident, JH Brand, die ouditeur-generaal, H Sybouts, en C de
Jongh Bloem, die tesourier-generaal.
Figuur 3: Vrystaatse £1-regeringsnoot, Mei 1868

Bron: Nasionale Museumversameling, I 2614.

Hierdie waardelose papiergeld het die Vrystaatse ekonomie gekniehalter en
handel is swaar getref. Goedere wat £1 werd was, het vir slegs 15s. verhandel
en daarby is die meeste handel op ’n kredietstelsel gevoer. Verder kon die
boere dit ook nie begryp dat hulle in die Vrystaat meer vir ’n produk as in die
Kaapkolonie moes betaal nie. Aangesien die “blue back” nie in die Kaapkolonie
as wettige betaalmiddel aanvaar is nie en die Vrystaatse handelaars van die
Kaapkolonie afhanklik was vir goedere soos suiker, meel, koffie en klerasie, het
hulle daarvoor met goud of munte betaal. Die uiteinde was dat die Vrystaat
verplig was om sy produkte soos wol, velle, ensovoorts vir ander produkte te
verhandel, eerder as om dit vir geld te verkoop. Hierdie omstandighede het op
sy beurt ruilhandel bevorder.54
Ten spyte van die ekonomiese druk, het die Vrystaatse regering daarin geslaag
om versoeke vir die uitgee van enige verdere regeringsnote teen te staan. Dié
verstandige besluit, tesame met die ontdekking van diamante, het die finansiële
posisie van die republiek aansienlik verbeter. Die resultaat was dat die waarde
54 EHD Arndt, Banking and currency development..., pp. 77-78.
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van regeringsnote teen 1871 tot 19s. 6d. gestyg het en teen 1872 was hulle
waarde gelyk aan hul sigwaarde.55 Dit is dan ook in hierdie tyd dat The Friend
verklaar het: “the blue backs are now literally as good as gold”.56
Die Vrystaatse regering was vasbeslote om by die resolusie van die Volksraad
rakende die vernietiging van regeringsnote te hou. Die konsensieuse wyse
waarop hulle hierdie besluit uitgevoer het, is duidelik sigbaar: Teen September
1880 was daar slegs £4 178 van die £130 000 regeringsnote nog in sirkulasie
en in 1882 volg ’n amptelike publikasie in die Goewermentskoerant dat
alle note met uitsondering van £914 vernietig is. Teen 1883 is alle note met
uitsondering van £874 van die totale £130 000 vernietig.57
In 1883 het die regering verklaar dat alle regeringsnote teen 31 Desember
1883 ingehandig moes word, aangesien die regering na hierdie datum nie
meer hierdie note as wettige betaalmiddel sou aanvaar nie.58 Wat egter
betekenisvol is, is dat alle uitgifte van die £30 000- en die £56 720-uitreikings
volgens amptelike verslae vernietig is, terwyl die note wat nog uitstaande was,
deel uitgemaak het van die £43 280-uitreiking. In die Nasionale Museum se
versameling is daar egter geen voorbeelde van die laaste bedrag nie, terwyl
daar wel enkele voorbeelde bestaan van die ander twee uitreikings wat na
alle waarskynlikheid almal vernietig moes gewees het.59 Dit maak hierdie
banknote baie besonders en gesogte versamelitems. Teen die einde van 1883
het die Vrystaatse regering daarin geslaag om homself van die “pest of paper
money”, soos dit per geleentheid genoem is, te bevry.60 Daar was egter steeds
papiergeld in omloop in die Vrystaat. Die Fauresmith Bank (1873) en die
Nasionale Bank (1877) het hulle eie papiergeld uitgereik. Laasgenoemde het
tot en met die Britse besetting van Bloemfontein op 13 Maart 1900 nog
banknote uitgereik. Hierdie bank se naam is in 1902 na die Nasionale Bank
van die Oranjerivierkolonie verander. Ander banke, waaronder die African
Banking Corporation, die Nationale Bank van Suid-Afrika Beperk en die
Nederlandse Bank wat in 1900 takke in die Vrystaat geopen het, het hulle eie
banknote uitgereik.61

55
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Anon., South African paper money..., p. 49.
EHD Arndt, Banking and currency development..., p. 86.
EHD Arndt, Banking and currency development..., pp. 87-88.
Anon., South African paper money..., p. 49.
Alhoewel hierdie note in die aanwinsregister gelys word, kon almal egter ongelukkig nie opgespoor word nie.
EHD Arndt, Banking and currency development..., p. 88.
W Bergman, “A history of...”, Die Suid-Afrikaanse Muntkundige Tydskrif, 5, Oktober 1969, pp. 7-8.
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Ander numismatiese voorbeelde
Alhoewel numismatiek tradisioneel die studie of wetenskap van munte is,
is hierdie begrip mettertyd aangepas om medaljes, papiergeld en tekenmunte
in te sluit. Vandag word alle items wat verband hou met finansiële bates,
hetsy hedendaagse bates of bates uit die verlede, onder hierdie benaming
geklassifiseer. Dit sluit enige item in wat as geld moes/moet funksioneer sowel
as aandelesertifikate, tjeks en notas van finansiële verpligtinge.62
In die Nasionale Museumversameling is daar dan ook ’n wye verskeidenheid
items bo en behalwe munte en papiergeld wat deel uitmaak van die
numismatiese versameling. Dit sluit tekenmunte, goedvoors, militêre uitgifte,
posnote/wissels, medaljes en tjeks in. Vir die doel van hierdie artikel is dit nie
nodig om in diepte na bogenoemde items te kyk nie, maar sal gepoog word
om deur middel van ’n beskrywing of definisie tussen die genoemde items
te onderskei. Indien daar wel voorbeelde in die versameling bestaan wat met
die Vrystaat se geldgeskiedenis verband hou, sal daar in meer besonderhede
hierna verwys word.
Tekengeld of goedvoors
Soos reeds vermeld, was munte van lae sigwaarde, oftewel kleingeld, deurgaans
baie skaars in die vroeë jare van die Suid-Afrikaans geldgeskiedenis. Hierdie
gebrek aan spesie het feitlik die Vrystaatse handel tot stilstand gebring. Dit was
egter nie ’n unieke probleem beperk tot die Vrystaat en Suid-Afrika nie. Lande
soos Brittanje, Frankryk, Spanje en Nederland se handelsondernemings in hulle
onderskeie kolonies het in die negentiende eeu dieselfde probleme ondervind.63
Een van die maatreëls wat aangeneem is om die tekort aan kleingeld die
hoof te bied, was die uitreiking van tekengeld en goedvore/goedvoors. In
teenstelling met ’n muntstuk wat regeringsgesag het, kan tekengeld en
goedvoors gedefinieer word as betaalgeld of papiernote wat deur privaat
instansies of individue soos slagters, winkels, hotelle en banke uitgereik word.
Dié “geld” word uitgereik om in ’n bepaalde plaaslike monetêre behoefte te
voorsien. Hierdie tekenmunt of goedvoor dien as ’n belofte of waarborg wat
óf ingeruil kan word vir goedere tot die waarde wat dit verteenwoordig óf
vir ooreenstemmende munt van die omgewing. In verdere teenstelling met
62 Anon., “Numismatics” (available at <http://www.aktiesamlaren-bjb.se.ukweb>, geraadpleeg 8 Januarie 2002).
63 CL Engelbrecht, Geld in Suid-Afrika..., p. 58.
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amptelike regeringsmunte, sirkuleer hierdie produktegeld selde buite die
grense van ’n sekere streek of omgewing.64
Aangesien die Vrystaat nie oor ’n eie muntstelsel beskik het nie en die kleinste
denominasie papiergeld beskikbaar dié van ’n £1-noot was, het goedvoors
en tekenmunte ’n baie belangrike rol in die geldgeskiedenis van die Vrystaat
gespeel. Goedvoors was òf handgeskrewe òf is gedruk op stukkies karton en
onderteken deur die uitreiker. Soms is die firma van uitreiking se naam ook op die
kaartjie aangebring.65 Die Nasionale Museum beskik oor etlike eksemplare van
goedvoors wat deur privaat firmas uitgereik is. Selfs die banke was genoodsaak
om by hierdie praktyk in te skakel. In die versameling is voorbeelde wat deur die
Bloemfontein Bank (1869-1874) en die Fauresmith Bank (1875) uitgereik is.
Figuur 4: Enkele Vrystaatse goedvoors

Bron: Nasionale Museumversameling, I 55, I 84, I 90 en I 105.

64 JT Becklake, From real to Rand..., p. 17.
65 EHD Arndt, Banking and currency development..., p. 79.
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In die Nasionale Museum se versameling is ook ’n aantal unieke Vrystaatse
metaal tekenmunte. Hierdie tekenmunte is deur die Bloemfonteinse firma
Daniel & Hyman uitgegee in ’n tyd toe Bloemfonteinse en Vrystaatse
kleingeld uit karton- en papier goedvoors bestaan het. Hierdie goedvoors het
egter baie vinnig verweer, vuil, en onleesbaar geraak. Metaal-“goedvoors” was
dus ’n praktiese oplossing vir hierdie probleem. Ongelukkig het dié munte nie
die publiek se vertroue ingeboesem nie. Daar is onder meer gevoel dat daar
makliker vervalsings van gemaak kon word weens die feit dat die uitreiker se
handtekening op hierdie metaalmunte ontbreek het.66
Die tekenmunte is van ’n saamgestelde metaal, waarskynlik van bronsnikkel
gemaak, en is in denominasies van 6d., 1s., 2s. en 2s. 6d. uitgegee. Om een of
ander rede bestaan daar heelwat voorbeelde van die 2s.-stuk. Die ander drie
denominasies is egter baie skaars en min volledige stelle bestaan.67 Die Nasionale
Museum beskik oor van hierdie tekenmunte (met die 6d, 2s. en 2s. 6d.).
Figuur 5: Daniel & Hyman-tekenmunt, Bloemfontein, 1867

Bron: Nasionale Museumversameling I 2478.

Oorlogsgeld en medaljes
In oorlogstyd ontstaan daar dikwels ’n tekort aan amptelike regeringsgeld.
Nieteenstaande hierdie feit moet soldate se soldy betaal word en moet
66 EHD Arndt, Banking and currency development..., p. 80.
67 GP Theron, Tokens of Southern Africa and their history (Johannesburg, Privaat gepubliseer, 1978), p. 100.
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oorlogsvoorraad steeds aangekoop word. Om hierdie rede word daar dikwels
spesiale nooduitgifte in tye van konflik uitgereik.68 In Suid-Afrika was dit
veral tydens die Anglo-Boereoorlog die geval en was die ZAR sowel as die
Britse magte genoodsaak om spesiale “oorlogsgeld” uit te gee. Voorbeelde
hiervan sluit in die Mafeking-belegnote, Rhodesiese seëlgeld, ZAR-veldponde
en ZAR-regeringsnote.69
Medaljes lyk op die oog af baie soos munte, maar is uiteraard nooit as
betaalmiddel bedoel nie. Medaljes word immers geslaan om ’n spesiale
gebeurtenis, persoon, leier of instansie te gedenk of te beloon. Daar word
egter ’n onderskeid getref tussen byvoorbeeld oorlogsmedaljes (medaljes wat
aan soldate uitgereik word vir een of ander heldedaad) en gedenkpennings.70
Penninggeskiedenis reflekteer in ’n mate ’n land en sy inwoners se temperament,
veral in tye van oorlog of gebeure van nasionale belang.71
Posnote
Dit was reeds van vroeg af belangrik om geld veilig van een plek na ’n ander
te kon versend. In die Kaapkolonie is poswissels in 1846 in gebruik geneem,
in die OVS in 1883 en in die Transvaal in 1887. Alhoewel die reg om geld
in die vorm van poswissels te stuur reeds in 1868 in Natal geproklameer is, is
dit daar egter eers in 1882 in werking gestel.72 In stede daarvan dat die bedrag
self per pos gestuur is, is ’n posnoot of order ter waarde van ’n spesifieke
bedrag uitgereik. Hierdie noot kon weer by ’n poskantoor ingeruil word vir
die bedrag wat dit verteenwoordig het. Die posnote in die Nasionale Museum
se versameling is almal eenders, behalwe dat dit note van verskillende waardes
is. Verder verskil die kleur van die ink waarin hul gedruk is na gelang van die
waarde van elke noot. So is die 1s.6d.-noot in pienk gedruk, terwyl die 10s.noot in pers ink gedruk is. Die posnote wat amptelik uitgereik is, dateer uit
1898 en 1899.73
Gedurende die Anglo-Boereoorlog is poswissels ongeteken of geteken as
noodgeld in die Vrystaat gebruik.74 Die inskripsie op hierdie note lees as volg:

68
69
70
71
72
73
74

CC Chamberlain en F Reinfeld, Coin dictionary..., p. 219.
CL Engelbrecht, Geld in Suid-Afrika..., pp. 85-92.
CL Engelbrecht, Geld in Suid-Afrika..., p. 152.
JT Becklake, From Real to rand..., p. 60.
M Esterhuysen, Ons gelderfenis..., p. 175.
AC Hoffman, “Seldsame papiernote...”, Navorsinge van die Nasionale Museum, 1(1), Februarie 1952, p. 5.
JN Lawrence, The foreign paper money..., p. 23.
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Nadat deze Noot een maal betaald is, aan wie ook al dezelve betaald is, zal
de Regeering niet verantwoordelyk gehouden worden voor eenige verdere
vorderin.
Indien eenige uitschrapping of verandering gemaakt worde of indien deze
Noot gesneden, doorgehaald of verminkt is kan betaling geweigerd worden.
De Regulatien waaronder deze Noot is uitgereikt machtigen den Postmeester
om betaling te weigeren of te staken, maar moet hy dadelyk rapport doen aan
den Postmeester-Generaal zyne redenen daarvoor opgevende.
Nadat drie maanden verloopen zyn van den laatsten dag der maand van
uitreiking zal deze Noot alleen betaalbaar zyn op betaling van een Commissie
gelykstaande met het bedrag van het oorspronkelyke, met de byvoeging
(indien meer dan drie maanden verloopen zyn sedert gezegde vervaltyd) van
het bedrag van het oorpronkelyke Commissie loon voor elke verdere tydperk
van drie maanden die alzoo verloopen zyn & voor elk gedeelte van zulke
eene tydperk van drie maanden over & boven ieder vervalle tydperk. Het
Commissie loon in alle gevallen te worden geheft achterop de Noot in.
Figuur 6: Vrystaatse Posnoot, 1898

Bron: Nasionale Museumversameling I 3048.

’n Ander besonderse item is ’n tjek van wit sy, gedruk in bruin drukkersink
wat op 9 Mei 1884 aan pres. JH Brand uitgereik is. Die bedrag van £2 500 is
deur die staat aan die president betaal vir die goeie diens wat hy aan die Vrystaat
gelewer het. Die tjek is deur mev. JH Brand aan die Museum geskenk.75

75 AC Hoffman, “Seldsame papiernote...”, Navorsinge van die Nasionale Museum, 1(1), Februarie 1952, p. 5.
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Figuur 7: Unieke Vrystaatse tjek van wit sy, uitgereik aan pres. JH Brand in Mei 1884

Bron: Nasionale Museumversameling I 122.

Slotperspektiewe
Hoewel dit uit bogaande duidelik is dat die Vrystaat finansieël swaar gekry het
in die jare 1854 tot 1880 (geen eie muntstelsel; drie Vrystaat-Basotho-oorloë
in die jare 1858 tot 1868), het die republiek se inkomste tog geleidelik gestyg
vanaf £15 136 in 1857 tot £87 978 in 1877. Teen 1890 was die inkomste
van die Vrystaat ’n gesonde £272 323, terwyl al die regeringsnote herroep
en alle staatskuld uitgewis is. Die Boererepubliek van die Oranje-Vrystaat se
geldstorie was ’n suksesverhaal. Die bloeitydperk was egter van korte duur
en het tot ’n einde gekom met die uitbreek van die Anglo-Boereoorlog in
1899.76 Na die anneksasie van die Vrystaat in 1900 is Britse geld tot wettige
betaalmiddel verklaar, terwyl Transvaalse munte (nie banknote nie) ook in die
republiek gewettig is.77
Geld is een van die mens se vele vindingryke uitvindsels. Geen ontwikkelde
samelewing kan sonder geld van een of ander aard bly voortbestaan nie.
Hoe meer ’n samelewing ontwikkel, hoe meer gevorderd en verfynd raak sy
76 EHD Arndt, Banking and currency development..., pp. 330-331.
77 CL Engelbrecht, Geld in Suid-Afrika..., p. 94.
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geldstelsels.78 Op sy beurt weerspieël die ontwikkeling in die geldwese van
’n land, die munte wat in omloop was, die verandering in muntmetale wat
gebruik is en die aanpassings ten opsigte van die gehalte en afmetings, die
tegniese vaardighede en ook die kulturele waardes van ’n volk.79
Geld uit die verlede word om verskeie redes versamel. Dit is eerstens ’n tasbare
bewys van die geskiedenis. Verder bied dit ’n blik op die samelewing wat vir
die ontwikkeling van die geld verantwoordelik was. Geld en die redes waarom
dit uitgegee is, verskaf waardevolle inligting en insae ten opsigte van ’n land se
ekonomie, sowel as sy sosiale geskiedenis.80 Om hierdie rede is numismatiek
’n wetenskap wat afleidings en interpretasies oor die verlede moontlik maak.
Weinig munte en papiergeld bestaan wat nie op die een of ander manier die
verlede en die land waarin hulle vervaardig is, weerspieël nie. Ander bronne en
rekords word dikwels deur hierdie items toegelig en geïllustreer. In hulle eie reg
vertel numismatiese voorbeelde die verhale van konings, leiers, mag, patriotisme,
oorloë, ensovoorts.81 Munte, papiergeld en ander items van numismatiese waarde
is dus besonder waardevolle bronne vir die kutuurhistorikus. Hierdie items belig
inderdaad verskillende fasette van menslike aktiwitiete en benadruk gevolglik
ook die kaleidoskopiese aarde van kultuurgeskiedenis. Vanselfsprekend is dit
dus ook belangrik dat numismatiese versamelings behoorlik bewaar, ontsluit en
waar moontlik ook uitgestal sal word.
Museums en hulle hantering en bewaring van hul numismatiese versamelings
word dikwels deur numismate bevraagteken en gekritiseer. Weens die feit dat
numismatiek ’n hoogs gespesialiseerde veld is, beskik museums nie altyd oor
die kundigheid om hierdie versamelings na wense te hanteer nie. Soms beland
hierdie versamelings in ’n kluis waar dit vir jare onaangeraak kan lê en stof
vergader. In meer as een opsig is dit ook waar van die Nasionale Museum
in Bloemfontein se versameling. Redes hiervoor is legio, onder andere ’n
gebrek aan personeel en die nodige fondse. Dit is te betreur dat ’n aantal
items ondanks sekuriteitsmaatreëls uit die versameling vermis word. Slegs uit
hierdie studie is etlike voorbeelde geïdentifiseer, waaronder unieke Vrystaatse
tekenmunte en banknote. Die gebrek aan navorsing oor die versameling is ’n
verdere kwelpunt en die enigste vroeëre publikasie uit die Nasionale Museum
se geledere dateer uit 1952. Juis daarom sal hierdie nuwe artikel, verdere lig
werp op genoemde museum se numismatiese versameling. Aangesien talle
78
79
80
81

Anon., Die Volksblad, 21 November 1987.
M Esterhuysen, Ons gelderfenis..., p. 1.
Anon., South African paper money..., p. 2.
GB Rawlings, Ancient [medieval] [modern] coins..., pp. 2-3.
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lede van die publiek ou en nuwe geld as ’n stokperdjie versamel, kan die uitstal
van items in ’n museum se numismatiese versameling, mense aanspoor om
sodanige museums te besoek – wat tot positiewe publisiteit vir die museum
kan lei.
’n Numismaat benodig vanselfsprekend verwysingbronne oor sy/haar veld,
bronne wat nie alleen tegniese besonderhede van die munte of note self bevat
nie, maar ook die nodige inligting wat jou in staat sal stel om ’n spesifieke
item binne sy historiese konteks te plaas.82 Een van die pioniers van die SuidAfrikaanse Numismatiese Vereniging, dr. FK Mitchell, het tereg by geleentheid
die volgende gesê: “The criterion is not the size or value of a collection, but
rather the evidence that its owner is a student, keen to study his subject, to
improve his knowledge, and, if possible, by research, to contribute to the
science and art of numismatics”.83

82 Die Volksblad, 21 November 1987.
83 JT Becklake, From real to Rand..., pp. 80-81.
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20312814@nwu.ac.za				

Ms Suryakanthie Chetty
University of South Africa
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Guidelines for New Contree Book Reviewers
The New Contree Journal publishes reviews of significant books that are relevant to historians. Book reviews are written on invitation from the office of
the review editor, but unsolicited reviews may also be considered. New Contree
has an interdisciplinary outlook and welcomes suggestions of historically
significant works written by scholars in other disciplines. The review should
be submitted to the review editor within two months of receipt of the book.
If this deadline cannot be met, a mutually agreeable alternative date can be
negotiated. If it becomes impossible to review the book, it should be returned
to the review editor. All reviews will be submitted to the members of the
editorial board before acceptance for publication.
Contents and additional (or book) references
The review should summarize what is important in the book, and critique its
substance. The reviewer should assess the extent to which the author achieves
the stated aim of the book. It is important that the reviewer should engage
the material instead of simply reporting the book’s contents. For this reason,
the reviewer should try to avoid summations of book chapters or the separate
contributions in an edited collection. Instead, the reviewer should assess the
ways in which chapters and contributions are relevant to the overall context
of the book. Reviews should be written in a style that is accessible to a wide
and international audience.
Any use of references or additional references from other sources must be
informed on in footnote style.
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Format
The review should generally be between 800 and 1 200 words, and should
include as little bibliographic data as possible. When necessary, use page
references for quotations in the text of the review and provide complete
bibliographic details of the source. The review should begin with a heading
that includes all the bibliographic data. The elements of the heading should
be arranged in the order presented in the following example:
The early mission in South Africa/Die vroeë sending in Suid-Afrika, 1799-1819. By
Karel Schoeman. Pretoria: Protea Book House, 2005, 272 pp., map, chronology,
bibl., index. ISBN: 1-9198525-42-8.
Do not indent the first line of the first paragraph, but indent the first line
of all successive paragraphs. Use double spacing for the entire review. Add
your name and institutional affiliation at the end of the review. Accuracy of
content, grammar, spelling, and citations rests with the reviewer, and we encourage you to check these before submission. Reviews may be transmitted
electronically as a Word file attachment to an email to the review editor. If
you have additional questions, please contact the Book Review Editors.

Book Reviews
The Golden Republic
(Pretoria: Protea Boekhuis, 2016, 302 pp., ISBN: 978-1-4853-0568-2)
TV Bulpin
Johan Wolfaardt
President Pretorius Museum
Potchefstroom
johanw@tlokwe.gov.za
Thomas Bulpin’s works are classics in the genre, and it’s great that Protea
Boekhuis has decided to reprint these books, as the originals are getting difficult to locate and is getting very expensive. For the researcher it’s a boon,
as the current format is more user friendly, and one doesn’t have to worry or
fret about mishandling an expensive book! The problem with reprints is that
publishers feel the need to reimagine them, and sadly some of the spirit of
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the original gets lost, but not here. The book is lovingly reproduced with all
its illustrations. Bulpin’s writing style is one that’s been admired by many, as
it is very accessible to the public, and is a great introduction on the subject.
Bulpin’s books are still highly prised by tour operators as it condenses the facts
into easily understood and relatable narratives.
The first edition was published in 1953, in an altogether different era for
history writing, still basking in the afterglow of rising Afrikaner nationalism.
This era did however deliver some credible and objective historical works not
tainted by emotions or political motives. This book is in this category. It is
written mostly objectively, and gives voice to all players on the historical stage.
In his narrative and writing style, Bulpin does however get sentimental in
describing people and events. To add to the romantic air of the book he spices
it up with little tales of humorous incidents and gives way to some hyperbole
in describing great events and battles. His description of the early diggings in
the Transvaal reads like a tourist brochure for some Wild West theme park,
and dwells on the characters of the area. These colourful and fanciful stories
can be forgiven, as it adds to the flow of the book and to the spirit in which it
was written. This book was written as an introduction to history for John Q.
Public, and not as an academic work, a primer if you will for those that wish
to inform themselves of the bare facts.
In the old struggle to keep readers interested in history and to keep history
relevant, it’s a fine work to hand to the amateur historian, or the curious
reader that wishes to know a bit more. It does give an accurate outline of a
most difficult period of South African history. It serves as a good framework
and foundation even for the academic and scholar.
The period of the book’s narrative has a wide span, from an introduction of
the pre-history to 1883, and such a wide span can be difficult to convey and
discuss in terms that are accessible and reader-friendly. Bulpin does however
succeed in a logical and linear way to create a timeline of the events that unfolded in the Transvaal up to 1883. He does however over simplify some facts
and events to keep up the racing pace of the book, but this is in keeping with
the spirit of this publication.
The early history of the Transvaal is a difficult subject to write about, as
many documents and sources are either lost, incomplete, reworked as secondary sources or coloured by emotions or agendas. The history of the first
inhabitants have only in recent years been properly and objectively studied
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and written about. Bulpin does grant the reader a short introduction on the
subject matter. He does mention the lot of the African inhabitants after the
formation of the Zuid-Afrikaansche Republiek, but does not go into details.
His chief focus after Chapter 5 is the Voortrekkers, and the Africans are mentioned sometimes only in passing.
Bulpin’s treatment in Chapter 9 of MW Pretorius is fairly objective, but is
still coloured by some long-held prejudices like his inability to govern and
the old claim that he was to blame for all the troubles of in the Transvaal in
1863. His treatment from Chapter 14 of TF Burgers is more objective, but he
does grow a bit too sentimentally attached to Burgers by the end of Chapter
15. His objective and positive treatment of Burgers is unique for the time, as
Burgers’ reputation had not been properly rehabilitated for his actions during the Annexation of 1877. He and SP Engelbrecht broke new ground in
objectively putting Burgers’ actions into context. Bulpin also broke some new
ground in writing on MW Pretorius, a person largely forgotten or ignored up
to this time, and it appears still ignored. TF Burgers and SJP Kruger and their
political actions and personal lives have been written about in many books,
but Bulpin was the first to give voice to MW Pretorius.
This book is also one of a very few written of the period before SJP Kruger
and his actions overshadowed the Transvaal’s history. This publication fills a
void partially for the student of history on the early Transvaal, a subject that
still remains only partially written about or studied.
All in all, the book is well written as an introduction and as a romantic imagining
of the subject, but cannot be called a strictly objective or academic source. On the
subject, it is sadly one of the few publications, but hopefully it accomplishes what
is hinted at: To serve as a framework for further academic study and publication.

Swanesang: Die einde van die kompanjietyd aan die Kaap,
1771-1795
(Pretoria: Protea Boekhuis , 2016, 599 pp., ISBN 978-1-4853-0098-4)
Karel Schoeman
Juan Klee
Universiteit van Johannesburg
jklee@uj.ac.za
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Swanesang: Die einde van die kompanjietyd aan die Kaap is die agste en laaste
deel van die reeks Kolonie aan die Kaap. In hierdie reeks word die agteruitgang
en verval van die VOC, en die gevolge wat dit vir die Kaap gehad het gedurende die laaste kwarteeu van sy bewind, beskryf. Karel Schoeman, een van
Suid-Afrika se mees produktiewe skrywers in terme van talle romanse, novelles, dramatekste en historiese werke, slaag daarin om in hierdie verskillende
historiese terugblikke omvattende beskrywings te gee van hierdie belangrike
geskiedenis van die Kaap.
Kolonie aan die Kaap bestaan in total uit agt dele naamlik; Die Europese
samelewing en die stigting van ’n kolonie aan die Kaap, 1619-1715, Handelsryk
in die Ooste: Die wêreld van die VOC, 1619-1688, Kolonie aan die Kaap: Jan
van Riebeeck en die vestiging van die eerste Blankes, 1652-1662, Burgers & amptenare: Die vroeë ontwikkeling van die kolonie aan die Kaap, 1662-1679, Here
& boere: Die kolonie aan die Kaap onder die Van der Stels, 1679-1712, Twee
Kaapse lewens: Henricus & Aletta Beck en die samelewing van hul tyd, 17021755 en Hoogty: Die opbloei van ’n koloniale kultuur aan die Kaap, 1751-1779.
Hierdie boeke kan afsonderlik van mekaar gelees word, maar die volle samehang van die geskiedenis wat daarin beskryf word kan slegs ten volle verstaan
word as almal saam gelees word.
Swanesang, as die laaste deel van hierdie reeks, ’n titel wat as’t ware die einde
van die reeks aankondig, vorm een van die gesaghebbendste kultuurhistoriese
werke oor die samelewing en omstandighede gedurende die einde van die agtiende eeu aan die Kaap. Schoeman ontleed verskillende aspekte van hierdie
tydperk aan die Kaap. Hy fokus byvoorbeeld noukeurig op die bewindstydperke van spesifiek twee VOC goewerneurs naamlik J.A. van Plettenberg
(1771-1785) en CJ van de Graaff (1785-1791). Gelyktydig daarmee skenk
hy aandag aan wat hy noem “verkennings” in die tweede hoofstuk waar hy op
’n boeiende wyse die reise van verskeie natuurkundiges soos die Swede Thunberg en Sparrman, die Skotte Masson en Paterson, die Nederlander Robert
Jacob Gordon en die Franse Sonnerat en La Vaillant bespreek. Hy skenk veral
aandag aan die flambojante Le Vaillant wie se boeke oor die fauna en flora
van die Kaap baie populêr was en ook baie bygedra het om die Kaap meer
bekend te maak.
Schoeman spandeer ook baie aandag aan ’n bespreking oor die nuwe idees
wat in hierdie tydperk in die wêreld hul beslag gekry het en ook hoe hierdie
idees die samelewing in die Kaap beïnvloed het. Hy gaan verder deur te kyk
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na die tydperke van die regimente en die eerste bedreigings vir die Kaap a.g.v.
die veranderinge in die wêreld, polities en ekonomies, tussen 1783 en 1795
wat dan ook die einde van ’n era in die Kaap in gelei het.
In ’n poging om die rol van die gewone mense in die Kaap in hierdie tydperk
te ontleed, kyk Schoeman spesifiek na die wêreld en lewens van drie amptenarefamilies naamlik die Westpalm’s, Möller’s en die Heijning’s. Deur die
ontleding van hierdie families slaag Schoeman daarin om die leser kennis te
laat maak met die wel en weë van die gewone burgers in hierdie tydperk aan
die Kaap. Hierdeur word die leser bewus van hoe die gewone burger die Kaap
in hierdie tydperk ervaar het.
In Schoeman se geskiedskrywende tradisie dek Swanesang die tydperk vanaf
die dood van goewerneur Rijk Tulbagh tot en met die eerste Britse besetting
van die Kaap in 1875. Sy opvolgers, JA van Pletterberg, JC de Graaff, die
waarnemende goewerneur Rhenius en die laaste goewerneur, JA Slysken, en
die onsekerheid wat die laaste deel van die VOC-tydperk gekenmerk het,
word in hierdie boek deeglik belig. In die laaste hoofstukke gee Schoeman
ook aandag aan die Franse Rewolusie en ander politieke veranderinge in Europa wat gevolglik Nederland baie verswak het en bygedra het daartoe dat
Brittanje die Kaap in 1795 kon oorneem.
Swanesang, kenmerkend van Schoeman se werke, is deeglik nagevors en
bevat ’n in-diepte beskrywend van die Kaapse samelewing in hierdie tydperk. Hoewel soms moeilik om te lees a.g.v. die deeglike beskrywings en soms
langdradige uiteensettinge van historiese feite en gebeure, is Swanesang tog ’n
boek in eie reg. ’n Boek wat ’n interessante blik gee op die Kaapse samelewing
in hierdie tydperk. ’n Verdere uitstaande kenmerk van hierdie werk is hoe die
amptelike rolle van die verskeie VOC-amptenare sinvol ontleed word, maar
ook hoe deeglik aandag geskenk word aan hulle karaktereienskappe en persoonlike lewens. Deur hierdie benadering slaag Schoeman daarin om die leser
persoonlik met hierdie amptenare kennis te laat maak en om as’t ware lewe
te gee aan hierdie geskiedkundige figure. Met sy gedetaleerde en in-diepte
beskrywing van die genoemde amptenare, in hul interaksie met die Kaapse
samelewing van die tyd, slaag Schoeman ook daarin om vir die leser ’n beeld
te skets van die lewens van die gewone mense in die breër Kaapse samelewing
in hierdie tydperk.
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Paul Kruger – toesprake en korrespondensie 1881-1900
(Pretoria: Protea Boekhuis, 2017, 612 pp. ISBN: 9781485305743)
JS Bergh
Piet Strauss
Universiteit van die Vrystaat
straussp@ufs.ac.za
Belangstellendes in die staatkundig-kulturele geskiedenis van Afrikaners,
waaronder die geskiedenis van die Boerepublieke in Suider-Afrika in die 19e
eeu, sal onmiddellik geïntresseerd wees in hierdie netjies-versorgde publikasie.
Hoewel sommige van die toesprake en korrespondensie van Paul Kruger
(staatspresident van die Zuid-Afrikaansche Republiek of ZAR 1883-1900)
in 1881-1900 ook elders gepubliseer is, is hierdie publikasie met sy ongeveer
600 bladsye ’n aanwins. Hierdie wins spruit veral uit outeur Johan Bergh se
gebruik van primêre en gekontroleerde bronne vir sy stof. Bronne waarsonder
’n publikasie met dié tema ondenkbaar is en die leser nie direk by Kruger self,
sy karakter en denke uitkom nie. ’n Wins wat juis om hierdie rede en met
hierdie aantal bladsye, ’n klein bibliotekie/argief oor die ware Kruger vorm.
Bergh verdeel die stof kronologies oor 5 hoofstukke. Hoewel hy natuurlik
vir Kruger aan die woord stel, gee hy voor elke hoofstuk ’n inleiding waarin
hy die belangrikste sake – vir Kruger in daardie tyd – uitlig én iets van Kruger
se aanpak vermeld. Bergh haal destydse bewonderaars in Nederland aan wat
na die president se gemoedelike erns en, hulles insiens, ruwe en oorspronklike Boere-Hollands verwys. Sommige mense beweer dat Kruger ook van ’n
“Boeresielkunde” of ’n skynverontwaardiging gebruik gemaak het om mense
te oortuig. Bergh haal vir Carl Jeppe aan as hy sê:
He was always himself and even when he lost his temper – which was not
seldom – he did not lose his head; in fact, many people believed that he was
often far less angry than he appeared to be. Be that as it may, his storms of
wrath were awkward to encounter, and not many cared to face them.

Hoewel Bergh self spaarsamig oor die persoon en impak van Kruger praat,
bou hierdie opmerkings aan die opvatting by veral Afrikaners dat Kruger ’n
besondere mens en sterk politieke figuur was. Uit die toesprake en korrespondensie van hom wat Bergh aanbied, blyk die houding van Kruger oor ’n groot
aantal sake.
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Wat opval is Kruger se gebruik van die Bybel, Bybelgedeeltes of –tekste en
Psalm- of Gesangverse in sy toesprake en korrespondensie. ’n Tendens wat
ook blyk uit sy telegramme aan burgers te velde na die uitbreek van die Anglo-Boereoorlog in 1899. Kruger was ’n uitgesproke Christenstaatsman wat
hom beywer het vir die Zuid-Afrikaansche Republiek as ’n Christelike staat.
By sy beëdiging as staatspresident in 1883 noem hy die Christelike godsdiens
’n steun vir kerk en staat. Vyf jaar later, aan die begin van sy tweede termyn,
verklaar hy dat Hy geroep is om oor Christen-Afrikaners, wat hy Ou Testamenties as deel van God se volk beskou, te regeer. Daarom moet hy aan die
Almagtige verantwoording doen oor die bewaring van hulle regte en voorregte “wat deur God aan die volk van hierdie land geskenk is”. God-Drieënig
as hulle troue Verbondsgod is Allersoewerein en die grondwet van die ZuidAfrikaanzche Republiek moet rus op die 10 gebooie. Die staat moet die kerk
beskerm en aan haar die ruimte waarborg waarbinne sy die Evangelie kan
verkondig.
Kruger spreek hom as ’n persoon met ’n geringe skoolagtergrond dus oortuigend oor die verhouding kerk-staat uit. Hy wys enkele kere self op sy skolastiese agterstand, hy het hoogstens drie maande skool gegaan, maar skroom nie
in die 1890’s om met ’n mede-Calvinis, die Nederlander Abraham Kuyper,
oor die stigting van ’n Christelike universiteit in Pretoria te korrespondeer
nie. ’n Ideaal wat hyself nie vervuld gesien het nie. Staatsekretaris WJ Leyds
bevestig Kruger se statuur as hy wys op die hoë dunk wat die Duitse kanselier,
Otto von Bismark, na ’n besoek van Kruger, van hom gehad het. Daarby is
Kruger ’n erkende Dordtse Kerkorde artikel 8 predikant in die Gereformeerde
Kerk in Suid-Afrika. ’n Bevoegdheid wat hy ontvang vanweë sy “singuliere
gawes” vir die amp.
In sy dispuut met hoofregter Kotzé wat in 1898 lei tot Kruger se afdanking
van die regter, glo Kruger dat die howe die wette van die land moet toepas
en nie self kan maak of toets nie. Hierdie wette kom van die Volksraad as die
verteenwoordigers van die koningstem, die stem van die volk. Hoewel die
volk die Here moet gehoorsaam, hoor hy ook die stem van God in die stem
van die volk. Kruger tree beslissend op in hierdie debat.
Vir ons tyd is Kruger se houding oor die Jode, Engelse en swartmense soos
deur Bergh aangetoon, binne en buite die ZAR belangrik. Hy open in 1892
die Joodse sinagoge in Johannesburg. Kruger gun hulle hulle vryheid van geloof in die ZAR. Getrou aan sy eie oortuigings – en eie aard – spreek hy egter
die hoop uit dat hulle die Woord van God getrou sal opvolg. Op voorstel van
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Kruger besluit die Volksraad van die ZAR in 1899 om dit vir Jode en RoomsKatolieke ook moontlik te maak om tot die raad verkies te word. Vir immigrante wat soek na goud, maar getrou is aan die Republiek, begin Kruger en
sy Volksraad met ’n Tweede Kamer. Kort voor die Anglo-Boereoorlog skep
hulle ruimte vir stemreg vir hierdie mense na 5 jaar.
Volgens Kruger het swartmense die reg om regverdig behandel te word. Teen
1888 is daar na raming sowat 100,000 blankes en 800,000 swartes in die
ZAR. Hyself was as ’n 10-jarige ’n oor- en ooggetuie van die Groot Trek van
1835-1838. Hierdie Trek was ’n emigrasie en nie ’n rebellie nie en het in oop
dele van die binneland van Suid-Afrika ingetrek en nie grond van swartmense
gesteel nie. Die ZAR was grotendeels deel hiervan. Hy werk nou vir hulle afgebakende lokasies en eie gebiede. Hy beywer hom vir die beskawing van die
swartes sodat hulle, hulle plek in die wêreld kan volstaan. Alle mense is voor
God geestelik gelyk, maar nie liggaamlik of in hierdie lewe nie.
By die herdenking van die Gelofte van 1838 by Paardekaarl in 1886 en
1896, herhaal Kruger sy siening oor die Groot Trek wat in onbewoonde gebiede ingetrek het. Syns insiens vra die Gelofte onder andere dat die Afrikaner
die Here as die Verbondsgod met sy lewe elke dag vereer. Hy haal die bekende vraag van Heidelbergse Kategismus aan, naamlik “Hoeveel dinge moet
jy weet om getroos te lewe en te sterwe…?” én die tweede vers van ’n berymde
Psalm 25: “Leer my Heer u regte weë.” Kruger speel ’n groot rol in die hernuwing van die Gelofte by Paardekraal in 1880 voor die Eerste Vryheidsoorlog.
Hoewel Kruger Britse Imperialisme verafsku, wil hy verhoudinge met Engelssprekendes normaliseer. Die Engelse en Hollanders spruit immers uit een
stam. Hy voorsien ook ’n verenigde Suid-Afrika: langs vreedsame en konstitusionele weg. Intussen glo hy dat God in Sy voorsienigheid die ZAR beskik
het en dat hy hierdie onafhanklikheid moet koester. Dit is sy houding oor die
Londense Konvensie van 1884 en enige versoek om vrede na die uitbreek van
die Anglo-Boereoorlog in 1899.
Vir Kruger is die vriendskapsverbond met die Oranje-Vrystaat in 1889 en
1897 ’n hoë prioriteit. Hy en president MT Steyn van die Vrystaat (1896-1902)
ontwikkel as die ouer en jonger staatsman ’n groot waardering vir mekaar.
Hoewel Bergh met sy kantaantekenige en verwysings sake in ’n historiese
perspektief stel, probeer hy nie om ’n patroon in Kruger se denke bloot te lê
nie. Hy gee geen tipering van Kruger se republikanisme, neo-Calvinisme of
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(soms fundamentalistiese) Ou Testamentiese aanslag nie. Hy probeer ook nie
om kritiese vrae te beantwoord nie, maar laat Kruger in sy eie konteks self aan
die woord. Wat uit die verf kom, is ’n energieke, bekwame, kindergelowige
Christenstaatsman. Kruger is ’n uitstaande Afrikaner én ’n Dopper van sy tyd
en ’n soeker na die wil van God in alles, ook staatsake.
Uit hierdie hoek is Bergh se werk ’n aanwins vir historici.

The contested idea of Zimbabwe and the violent power politics:
Lessons for South Africa
(Pietermaritzburg: University of KwaZulu-Natal Press, 2016, 280 pp.
ISBN: 9781 86914 3114)
Michael Bratton
Sabelo J Ndlovu-Gatsheni
University of South Africa
Ndlovs2@unisa.ac.za
This review of Michael Bratton’s book comes at a time when Zimbabwe is
again poised for another election, a moment which heightens political stakes,
power dynamics, and the haunting possibility of violence as a mediator of
politics and power. The review is also taking place at a time when Zimbabwe’s
neighbour (South Africa) is caught-up in unprecedented political ructions
within the ruling African National Congress (ANC) with ripple effects on
the national economy and national politics. While on the surface, President
Jacob Zuma’s problematic leadership is given as the main cause of the crisis
which has seen the national currency (the Rand) nose-diving and South Africa degraded by the credit-rating agencies Standard & Poor and Moody to
junk status; there are deeper issues linked to the very contested idea of South
Africa and the failure of the ANC to quickly and successfully transition from
a movement to a cohesive political party. The operation of the ANC as a
‘broad church’ has come to haunt it at a time when it is expected to take radical decisions on the economy and corruption.
Unlike the ruling Zimbabwe African National Union-Patriotic Front
(ZANU-PF), which successfully captured the state since coming to power
in 1980, the ANC’s attempts to “capture the state” has provoked serious opposition including the calls for President Zuma to resign as state president.
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President Zuma’s links with the Gupta family of businessmen and women
from India has been used as an empirical case of “state capture” as though the
South Africa state was ever free from capture by European capitalists since
the colonial and apartheid times. For far too long, Zimbabwe’s experience has
been used by South Africa in a rather cynical manner as a political scarecrow
of the world and this time around, when distant tentacles of global governance through the credit-rating agencies have become imbricated in domestic
politics, heightening the internal political heat within the ANC, giving confidence to the opposition to ratchet its calls for President Zuma to fall, the
political trajectory of Zimbabwe offers some useful lessons.
Bratton’s book poses penetrating questions that are of relevance to both
Zimbabwe and South Africa today: Why did a predatory clique of black rulers cause such destruction? Why have rival political elites in Zimbabwe never
been able to reach a valid political settlement, up to and including the recent
charade of “power-sharing”? What, if anything, can be learned about current political outcomes in Zimbabwe from the country’s own history, and
from the histories of other countries that have also experimented with governments of national unity? How can developing countries avoid civil strife?
What are the institutional requirements for strong and legitimate states? Do
power-sharing pacts provide answers to recurrent problems of legitimacy? Do
these kinds of political settlements foster or undermine the consolidation of
democracy? For South Africa, the Convention for Democratic South Africa
(CODESA) was a site of compromises and pact-making that produced what
became known as the “new South Africa” in 1994. The tripartite alliance was
another element of “power-sharing” pact in South Africa. The question is:
Did the pact of 1994 and the tripartite alliance deliver a legitimate government and provide an environment conducive for consolidation of democracy?
It would seem that indeed a legitimate government was delivered in South
Africa but the unresolved questions of social and economic justice have come
to haunt South Africa 23 years since 1994. The outbreak of the Rhodes Must
Fall Movements highlighted the return of the contested nature of the idea of
South Africa, with the descendants of those who have been excluded from
apartheid economic looting and empowerment agitating for a South African
ideal that put black lives at the centre.1
1

SJ Ndlovu-Gatsheni, “Rhodes must fall: South African universities as sites of sruggle” (Public Lecture delivered
at the London School of Economics and Political Science, Hong Kong Theatre, Clement House, London, 9
March 2016).
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Therefore, for Zimbabwe as it is for South Africa, the current power politics
cannot be understood outside the contested idea of Zimbabwe. A Mugabecentric explanation of the Zimbabwe crisis just like a Zuma-centric discourse
of the South African crisis is simplistic and inadequate. There is need to historicise and theorise the complex dynamics of power politics in “postcolonial”
Zimbabwe and “post-apartheid” South Africa. Bratton’s book offers such a
window for such a critical reflection. At the centre of the idea of Zimbabwe
are key issues that were eloquently posited by Amanda Hammar and Brian
Raftopoulos in terms of “the politics of land and resource distribution; reconstruction of nation and citizenship; and the remaking of state and modes
of rule”. In South Africa, the Zuma regime is speaking of radical economic
transformation and turning the treasury into an institution that supports the
new politics of changing the economy in such a way that it benefits the poor.
On the contested idea of Zimbabwe, Hammar and Raftopoulos elaborated
on its entangled constitutive elements in this manner:2
... a historicised and racialized assertion of land restitution and justice, versus
an ahistorical, technocratic insistence on liberal notions of private property,
‘development’ and ‘good governance’; a new form of ‘indigenization’, authoritarian nationalism (based around claims to loyalty and national sovereignty),
versus a non-ethnicized, ‘civic’ nationalism (grounded in liberal democratic
notions of rights and the rule of law); a radical, Pan-Africanist anti-colonial,
anti-imperialist critique of ‘the West’, versus a ‘universalist’ embrace of certain
aspects of neo-liberalism and globalization; and a monopoly claim over the
commitment to radical redistribution, versus a monopoly claim over the defence of human rights.

At this moment the ruling ZANU-PF just like the ANC is rocked by factionalism as both former liberation war movements face elections in 2018 and
2019 respectively. In Zimbabwe, President Robert Mugabe has been identified as the symbol of the crisis – the undertaker of the Zimbabwe nation as
well as the presidential candidate for 2018 elections. He would be 94 years
old.3 The call for Mugabe to go dates back to 2000 if not before. Today,
South Africa is inundated by calls for President Zuma to go taking the form
of marches to the seat of government – the Union Buildings in Pretoria. But
in both cases of Zimbabwe and South Africa, as Sarah Rich Dorman4 has
2
3
4

A Hammar, B Raftopoulos and A Jensen (Eds.), Zimbabwe’s unfinished business: Rethinking land, state and nation
in the context of crisis (Harare, Weaver Press, 2003), pp. 1-47. pp. 1-47.
SJ Ndlovu-Gatsheni, (ed.), Mugabeism? History, politics, and power inZimbabwe (New York, Palgrave Macmillan, 2015).
SR Dorman, Understanding Zimbabwe: From liberation to authoritarianism (London, Hurst & Company,
2016).
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warned there are deeper issues beyond Mugabe in Zimbabwe as they are in
South Africa beyond Zuma presidency. Bratton is acutely aware of the limits
of an analysis focused on what he termed “African Big Men” without absolving them from responsibility (p. 2):
An obvious, but all too easy, explanation for misrule in Zimbabwe lays blame
at the feet of the country’s only leader during more than 30 years of independence: President Robert Gabriel Mugabe. His biographers have lent merit to
this case... . A veteran of the colonial liberation war, Mugabe is a quintessential
purveyor of power politics... . His path to the apex of state power - by bullet as
well as ballot - shapes the way he has subsequently governed. As Zimbabwe’s
top official, Mugabe has concentrated authority in the presidency and thus
gained sweeping discretion over political decisions. Displaying his trade-mark
political symbol of a clenched fist, he is usually seen in public surrounded by
a phalanx of uniformed security forces. When challenged, he has seldom hesitated to apply his self-proclaimed ‘degrees in violence’ against enemies – real
and imagined.

Yes, we have to liberate analysis from “undue attention to the biographical
details and personal quirks of the towering gladiators who play starring roles
in the political arena” (p. 7). This is important because besides the role of “Big
Men” there is the “postcolonial” and “post-apartheid” struggle for control of
political institutions, the media and civil society, for instance, in both Zimbabwe and South Africa and the complex resistance to this politics of capture.
There is a see-saw between politics of control and co-option. Bratton articulated his conceptual/theoretical departure in this way (p. 7):
My goal is to de-emphasize individual leaders and instead emphasize the persistent elite coalitions and inherited political institutions through which they
operate. My conception of power politics does not ignore political agency;
rather, it situates groups of actors collectively within political structure.

The emphasis by Bratton on elite coalitions speaks to the ongoing attempts
by Zimbabwean opposition forces to come together into a grand coalition
with one presidential candidate to face Mugabe in 2018 elections. The fulcrum for the crystallization of opposition is the Movement for Democratic
Change-Tsvangirai (MDC-T) led by the veteran trade unionist Morgan Tsvangirai. In South Africa, the concept of elite coalitions speaks to the post-local government elections developments where the Economic Freedom Fighters (EFF) and the Democratic Alliance (DA) agreed to co-govern some of the
metros like Tshwane and Johannesburg. What Bratton ignores in his analysis,
however, is the long-arm of the so-called “global governance” that is invisible
but active to discipline deviant politicians and deviant regimes through such
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means as down-grading by credit-rating agents and the imposition of sanctions. Dorman5 emphasised that in our analysis we have to go beyond preoccupation with personalised politics so as to delve deeper into a complex understanding of “the state, nation and political identities which it forged, and
the nature of its control over those political institutions”. Under President
Zuma, it seems the ANC is struggling to take control of state institutions, and
unlike in Zimbabwe, is facing stronger opposition and civil society activism
that is quick to raise the flag of “state capture”. The Chapter 9 institutions
particularly the Public Protector’s office under Thuli Madonsela specifically
became an active and agile institution that opposed state capture, in the perspective of those opposed to the ANC and Zuma. With the departure of Madonsela and the recent problematic reshuffle of cabinet by President Zuma;
there is a sceptical feeling that the move is part of implementation of state
capture. President Zuma and his supporters, argue that the cabinet reshuffle
is meant to facilitate the implementation of radical economic transformation
of South Africa.
Bratton (p. 6) identified three essential power resources which are available
for deployment in building power politics: coercion, incentives and persuasion. In Zimbabwe, coercion and violence has been key to the survival of
ZANU-PF and Mugabe politically. But Mugabe and ZANU-PF have also
used effectively the strategy of “punishing” for disloyalty and “paying” for
loyalty. The Fast-Track Land Reform (FTLR) was a dark site of patronage,
corruption, clientilism, and patrimonialism. Membership of ZANU-PF was
a major determinant in gaining a piece of land. Civil servants particularly
those in the judiciary, army, police, intelligence, and other government offices
were another constituency that enjoyed preferential treatment in land redistribution. On top of the list of beneficiaries of the land reform were of course
Mugabe himself, his wife, relatives, ministers, and ZANU-PF members of
parliament.6
Having expressed his conceptual/theoretical thrust, Bratton then focused
on the politics of power-sharing and offered a three-fold typology: “power
capture” in which “a dominant elite unilaterally imposes its own rules” as is
the case in Zimbabwe where the dominant elite “rule by law” while subverting “rule of law”; “power sharing” in which “contending elites” struggle to
institutionalize competing sets of rules as was the case during the tenure of
5
6

SR Dorman, Understanding Zimbabwe... .
SJ Ndlovu-Gatsheni, (ed.), Mugabeism? History, politics... .
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the Inclusive Government (2009-2013) in Zimbabwe and is the case in South
Africa today; and “power division” in which “elites agree on the rules for
periodic circulating power among contending elites” (p. 10). What became
known as the “Tsholotsho Declaration” of 2004 in Zimbabwe where elites
from dominant ethnic groups negotiated how power was to circulate to the
satisfaction of all ethnic groups was agreed.7
What Bratton has offered us is an institutional perspective that compares
institutional arrangements in power-sharing politics as well as challenges such
as electoral management, security sector reform and transitional justice in the
specific case of Zimbabwe. This institutional analysis provokes one to delve
into the dominant approaches that have been used to understand Zimbabwe.
One can identify the following major scholarly trends: political economy
approach; institutionalism approach; democratization approach; biographical approach; and the traditional nationalist anti-colonial approach, which
is regaining ascendance because of the resurgence of decolonial approaches.
Dorman8 isolated only three dominant approaches – political economy, institutionalism and democratization – which she argued reflected discipline of
political science’s orientation. Dorman is critical of the value of these three
approaches:
I suggest that they have proved unsatisfactory in explaining the changes and
continuities in the relationship between state and society in Zimbabwe, because they were trying to answer particular questions and focused on discrete
aspects of state power, rather than investigating interconnections between material, coercive and discursive aspects of power as developed by the regime.
Nor do they examine patterns of governance which extend across rural and
urban governance, state engagement with different societal groups, and the
shaping and politicization of state institutions.

Political economy approach that is symbolized in the work of Ibbo Mandaza9 particularly his book Zimbabwe: The political economy of transition,
1980-1986 (1986) focused on four key issues: class, policy making, ideology,
and international geo-political environment. Institutionalists like Jonathan
Moyo10 focused on studying institutions of the state, service delivery, governance, and power politics. Institutionalists were part of the first group of
intellectuals to critique the state and reveal democratic and human rights
7
8
9

SJ Ndlovu-Gatsheni, (ed.), Mugabeism? History, politics... .
SR Dorman, Understanding Zimbabwe... .
I Mandaza (ed.), Zimbabwe: The political economy of transition, 1980-1986 (Dakar, CODESRIA Book Series,
1986).
10 J Moyo, “State politics and social domination”, Journal of Modern African Studies, 30(2), 1922, pp. 305-330.
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deficits. What Dorman11 ermed the “democratization” approach, focused on
such diverse issues as the role of civil society, constitutionalism, human rights
violations, democratic deficits, elections, labour, race, and gender. The work
of Brian Raftopoulos12 represents this multi-issue research with its activist
components. Bratton’s work straddles the institutionalism and democratization approaches. Dorman’s13 criticism of the institutionalist approach for presuming “a neutral administrative state, assessed on the basis of its material
accomplishments” and for ignoring “the role of the party or fractions within
the party in assuming and retaining power” is unfounded. Those scholars who
have focused on institutions are equally critical of the state and the party. To
Dorman’s credit, she was courageous to try and classify the diverse literature
on Zimbabwe ideologically and disciplinary-wise.
Back to Bratton, while his book is empirically focused on explaining the
failure of Zimbabwe’s power-sharing settlement of 2008-2013, he opened the
canvas to reflect on the trajectory of Zimbabwe from a colony to a sovereign
state, then to crisis and power-sharing government. The African experience is
also brought into light as is the broader political theory. It is indeed an important book that evokes and provokes one to reflect on contemporary political developments in Zimbabwe and South Africa. One key lesson for South
Africa drawn from the political trajectory of Zimbabwe is that of the reality
of the exhaustion of liberatory discourse and liberatory memory giving rise
to a new politics that pushes a former liberation movement to the defensive.
Once it is on the defensive and on the ropes, the former liberation movement
re-ignites the anti-colonial radical discourse and engages in ill-thought-out
radical economic transformation that is no longer acceptable in a global neoliberal environment. The attempt to implement radical economic transformation provokes not only the anger of local capitalists but also the distant global
governors of the world market. Once this anger is aroused down-grades and
sanctions kick in as the general population cry for the blood of the president.
What is called “global governance” is a site of market fundamentalism that demands good behaviour from those like Mugabe and Zuma who are entrapped
in this coloniality of markets.14 Bratton’s analysis ignores the aspect of entrap11 SR Dorman, Understanding Zimbabwe... .
12 B Raftopoulos, “Beyond the House of Hunger: Democratic struggle in Zimbabwe, Review of African Political
Economy, 54, 1996, pp. 59-74; “The Zimbabwean crisis and the challenges of the left”, Journal of Southern
African Studies, 32(2), 2006, pp. 203-219.
13 SR Dorman, Understanding Zimbabwe..., p. 8.
14 SJ Ndlovu-Gatsheni, “The entrapment of the Global South in global economy” (Keynote Address delivered at
the International Conference on Global Crises, Global Change (GCGC, Westminster Undergraduate Conference, Westminster College, USA, 30 March to 1 April 2016).
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ment of postcolonial Africa in global coloniality where the “misbehaviour” of
a leader to the dictates of the markets invites economic and political disaster
to the local economy. If the leader does not “misbehave” to the market’s laws
then it is impossible to launch any radical economic transformation and the
leader is in trouble from those who aspire to the bourgeoisie after centuries
of subjugation by colonialists and the workers and peasants too hungry to
be patient with a leader who chooses loyalty to the markets rather than the
voters. Worse still entrapment in coloniality inevitably ensnares the leader in
corrupting tendencies of capitalism and those capitalists who survive by capturing treasuries and states in Africa.
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Hermann Giliomee: Historian Autobiography
(Tafelberg, Cape Town, 2016, pp. 344. ISBN: 0813922372 (Afr.),
9780624066835 (Eng.))
Johann Tempelhoff
North-West University
Johann.Tempelhoff@nwu.ac.za
Professionally it is a special accomplishment for a modern historian to write
an autobiography. Since the advent of postmodernism in the 1970s, the
growing sense of consciousness of the self as actor and agent in a contingent
universe of historical description, historians have tended to be circumspect
about writing their autobiographies. Fernand Braudel’s self-history of 19721
and Pierre Nora’s egohistory2 set the agenda for fierce contestations that by
the early 2000s featured prominently in memory studies.3 In the field of intellectual history and the theory of history, historians’ autobiographical writings
have remained a field of deep and thorough reflection. By the mid-2010s the
notable feature in historians’ autobiographical writings was its interventional
nature. Typically, there is evidence of the historian as author of the self, to
actively mediate and intervene in theoretical (or historiographical) forays in
the text.4 Hermann Giliomee’s latest study can be categorised in the current
context of the autobiographical historian as active participant and (empirical)
theoretician exploring the project at a deeper level than would normally form
part of the mainstream historian’s focus. In terms of theorisation, his focus
clearly has a pronounced political history inclination, based on many years
of actively working in the field of South African studies as both historian and
political scientist, frequently sharing his vast knowledge with key role players
in public life.
It is therefore with good reason that the book is both a rewarding, but simultaneously a disturbing read. On the one hand, we have potentially one of the
most prolific Afrikaans historians of the late 20th century narrating his personal
observations and experiences since the 1950s – an era of Afrikaner greatness –
1
2
3
4

F Braudel, “Personal testimony,” The Journal of Modern History, 44(4), 1972, pp. 448-467.
J Aurell i Cardona, “Autobiographical texts as historiographical sources: Rereading Fernand Braudel and Annie
Kriegel”, Biography, 29(3), 2006.
J Winter, “The memory boom in contemporary historical studies,” Raritan, 21(1), 2001.
J Aurell, “Making history by contextualising oneself: Autobiography as historiographical intervention”, History
and Theory, 54(2), 2015, pp. 244-268.
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to the recent past of a rapidly transforming South Africa. The rewarding part of
the study is to take note of the personalised glimpses into the world of a native
“Bolander”, who could hardly properly speak and write the English language,
but nevertheless was absorbed into a very exclusive intellectual space of South
African Anglo-Saxon culture. In this context, he has played an important role
in sharing with South Africa’s English speakers valuable insights into the mind
and thinking of their Afrikaans-speaking counterparts.
The study is partly a narrative of how a single Afrikaner, qualified in the
field of history (primarily mainstream Afrikaner history), became part of the
proverbial simulation process of the Afrikaners’ thinking at the University
of Cape Town, where, as of the 1980s, the future South Africa was under
intense investigation. His emigration from the heartland of Afrikaans intellectual thought in Stellenbosch, is the disturbing part of Giliomee’s personal
discourse. It was both painful and a relief, interspersed with a logic of its own.
The study deals primarily with the top intellectual layer of a unique African
community. However, when Giliomee does look at mainstream Afrikaners,
he interestingly foregrounds observations on his cameo study of the coloured
Afrikaners of Stellenbosch and the bad deal they had from the former apartheid leaders.5
The study is a jewel for historiographers and intellectual historians of South
Africa. In retrospect, it becomes more than apparent how the discourse on
South Africa and its Afrikaners has changed. Giliomee makes it clear that
he is an Afrikaner and is passionate about the language and the people who
consider themselves part of the Afrikaans community. For the intellectual
historian Giliomee describes the cultural landscape at the University of Stellenbosch in the mid-1950s – a perfect and typical middle-class Afrikaansspeaking South African in a world – not unlike a South African version of an
American Ivy league, or British (Oxbridge) institution. He comes across as a
typical history nerd, but one with a bent for seeing something different in the
Afrikaner cultural environment where trend-setting political ideas of the ruling National Party and the Afrikaner Broederbond were in a constant state of
innovative incubation. At the student level, organisations like the Afrikaanse
Studentebond and a vast array of related institutional groupings, thrived on a
path dependency determined by deep Afrikaans intellectual cultural, religious
and political thought.
5

HB Giliomee, Nog altyd hier gewees: Die storie van ‘n Stellenbosse gemeenskap (Kaapstad, Tafelberg, 2007).
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As a graduate with a leadership record and sound academic credentials he
briefly worked at the South African diplomatic service in Pretoria where he
honed his youthful journalistic skills, before joining the staff of the History
Department at the University of South Africa. It appears not to have been
too good an experience. There was the positive exposure to a more liberal academic environment. But UNISA was also where he met his academic nemesis
– Floors van Jaarsveld. Giliomee acknowledges the genius of Van Jaarsveld,
but he evidently met up with the mercurial historian when he was increasingly drifting from being a historian with fairly liberal European nationalist ideas, to a foprmidable conservative 1960s Afrikaner historian. While at
UNISA, it was soon a foregone conclusion that Giliomee would be seeking a
career in academia. As alumnus of Stellenbosch, he jumped at the chance of
returning south. Back at Stellenbosch Giliomee, against the grain of his peers
and seniors in the History department, was eager to do contemporary history.
However, PJ van der Merwe’s presence was still pronounced and a strong conventional classical history scholarship approach prevailed in the department.
After completing his PhD Giliomee spent a year in postgraduate studies at
Yale, under Leonard Thompson – one of the leading liberal historian of South
African history. Thompson had earlier been a victim of a typical Floors van
Jaarsveld historiographical attack on the ‘appropriate nature’ of South African
history. The matter would obviously have featured in talks between Giliomee
and Thompson. At the time, Giliomee was in a critical phase of his evolution
as a critical historian. After the USA encounter he was a changed man. Back
at the History Department Giliomee became an outsider for propagating alternative and new learning content materials for the students. It was considered strident with the mainstream Afrikaans university system thinking.
Giliomee explores the different mentalities and systems of communication
amongst academics at the country’s top Afrikaans and English universities
of the day. The academic reader of the 21st century comes to realise how the
academic landscape in South Africa has changed since the mid-1990s.
Giliomee’s generation represented the mature adult cohort of South Africans
who intensely experienced the Soweto uprisings of 1976. They also responded
in a highly diversified manner. Some became more conservative; the vast majority followed the prevailing thinking of the governing National Party; and a third
group started articulating an alternative view of looking at their own community and the emergence of a rapidly changing South Africa. Giliomee formed
part of the “oorbeligte” intellectual leadership. In his writings and engagements
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with South Africans in many walks of life he was a spokesperson for his generation shaping the mentality of a changing society. He was a critical Afrikaner
articulating a different view of mainstream South Africa.
For South African historical studies, Giliomee’s departure from Stellenbosch,
was beneficial, especially for a younger generation of historians. It was, as he
explains, largely as a result of the Afrikaner Broederbond, that he departed for
UCT. It was there, under the influence of many of the top liberal humanities
and social science scholars in the country and a multitude of valuable friendships, that he would, in time to come, edit and expand, in conjunction with
Leonard Elphick, the seminal The shaping of South African society.6 The study
would set the trend for significant changes in South Africa historical scholarship in many parts of the country.
Giliomee had an impeccable political track record and very special connections. As a historian teaching academic politics, he had access to key role players in South Africa’s corporate sector – both English (British and American)
and Afrikaans. At the same time, he and some fellow Afrikaner intellectuals
started Die Suid-Afrikaan. They were at the forefront of a new way of thinking about South Africa and its population, of which the Afrikaners formed a
small, but significant part. This journal would become the feedlot for a new
critical generation of Afrikaners. In the Afrikaans media Giliomee maintained
ties of friendship with the leading Afrikaans journalists who fearlessly sought
to pursue a line of realpolitik while propagating the government’s policies.
He also maintained strong ties with a former colleague and rising politician,
Frederik van Zyl Slabbert.
Giliomee spends a considerable part of the book in propounding his Afrikaner credentials. There is literary and poetical justification for his autobiography. He had staked his claim as specialist historian with a ground-breaking
biography of South Africa’s Afrikaners.7 A time of relative isolation from direct contact with his people, enabled him to formulate a lucid group word
portrait. Despite being outside the fold he thrived. Giliomee was far more
influential in shaping the minds of a new generation of South Africans increasingly critical of bush wars and government’s half-truths shared in the
country’s legislative assembly. Moreover, government came under fierce attack
from the outside world. International isolation loomed large on the political
6
7
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and economic horizon. Internally the opposition was no longer confined to
South Africans of colour and the English-speaking liberals. Amongst the people arrested by the security police were also Afrikaans youths who refused to
abide by the laws of the land.
Throughout the book the autobiographer layers his views to come over as an
even-handed historian who has the interests of the Afrikaner at heart. His foray into the ‘dismal’ history of the University of Stellenbosch’s language policy
since the 1990s, underlines his depth of knowledge on the nature of the lines
that had been drawn in the sand to maintain Afrikaans as language of choice
at the US. He also relies on the views of leading Afrikaans writers and fellow
academics for coming to a better understanding what direction to chart into
an uncertain future. His elitist connections do not put Giliomee in a favourable position to always understand the mind and thinking of all Afrikaners
and their fellow South Africans at grassroots level. He later compensated, in
part, for that by writing a cameo history of Stellenbosch’s coloured community, he rightly describes as his fellow Afrikaners.8
Politically Giliomee is well-versed in comparative studies in democracy,
strong democracies and near-authoritarian regime systems. Much of his insights were garnered from valuable contacts with overseas academics, extensive reading in the process of grappling with the problematic politics of South
Africa since the 1970s. When it comes to raw political power and leadership
Giliomee is a past master. His analysis of the Afrikaner leaders of state is incisive. But there are also flaws. If he wanted to make a symbolic statement in
sharing at some length PW Botha’s ’silence’ during the cabinet discussion and
the decision to pave the ’Rubicon’ way for South Africa’s transition, it is not
clear what he was looking for. Perhaps he could not understand the mind of a
Free State Afrikaner (Botha) who in the Cape Province cut his teeth as young
leader of the National Party. Similarly, in his assessment of FW de Klerk,
Giliomee argues, there simply was no proper and effective leadership. A debate between himself and FW de Klerk’s chief of staff, Dave Stewart, on the
matter does not enlighten the reader properly. Maybe the copy-and-pasting of
a blog text into the autobiographical manuscript was an easy way of escaping
from accounting for a complex time in South Africa’s political system. Perhaps it may even be that Giliomee is sensitive to the still angry crowd of rightwing Afrikaner leaders who have remained steadfast, since the early 1990s, in
their negative assessment of De Klerk. Fact of the matter is that FW de Klerk
8
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(himself a conservative NP leader) had to consult the political looking glass of
his day at a time when, immediately after the collapse of the Soviet Union in
1989, the role of South Africa in Africa and the rest of the world, was subject
to substantive change. In the northern parts of the country, there was not the
comfort of inching up to moderate coloured South Africans. The vast majority of black South Africans were resident in the northern parts of the country.
They were angry and impatient, to say the least. This was the key stakeholder
group of which De Klerk had to take note in the process of transition.
The industrial heartland of South Africa, as result of the diminishing easy
mineable mineral resources as of 1973, was set for entering a phase of postindustrial development, partially as a result of globalisation. FW de Klerk
had to facilitate the process. That was, at most, all the government of the day
could do. The onset of a phase of uncertain creative destruction – most evident in the demise of the National Party – starting in the early 1980s, left a
South Africa in which not only the new power brokers, but the Afrikaners as
a community, were subjected to states of consciousness of constantly having
to re-invent themselves.
Much symbolism can be read in Giliomee’s exposition of the ‘Battle of Andringa Street’ in the early 1940s. The autobiographer outlines how he managed to retrieve from popular memory the clash between white Stellenbosch
students and coloured people at Senitzky’s cafe where the Stellenbosch students thought the coloured townspeople were ‘uppity’ when they tried to press
to the front to secure a copy of the English Cape Town newspaper reporting
on a symbolic student protest in Cape Town’s Adderley Street, to a moment
of silence for the Allied forces fighting the war. The incident additionally
informs the modern reader how much in demand an English newspaper was
in Stellenbosch in former times. It also sheds light on the bitter conflicts between Afrikaners of all shades. There are many more interesting reflections in
the book. Giliomee’s autobiography is worth the read, even if it is disturbing
in places. It was a good investment in cultural capital on the part of his publishers to support the project. Giliomee is an important transitional figure in
the history of the Afrikaners’ adaptation to contemporary South Africa. The
fact that he wrote most of his seminal texts in the English language made it
possible for an often-misunderstood cultural community in South Africa to
reach a critically important reading community. This study is bound to serve
the same purpose.
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The creation of the Zulu kingdom, 1815-1828: War, Shaka, and the
consolidation of power
(SA, Cambridge University Press, 2004, 419 pp. ISBN 978-1-10707532-0)
Elizabeth A Eldredge
Butholezwe Mtombeni
University of South Africa
mtombb@unisa.ac.za
Elizabeth A Eldredge is an independent scholar whose publications include:
A South African kingdom: The pursuit of security in the nineteenth-century Lesotho and Power in colonial Africa: Conflict and discourse in Lesotho, 1870-1960.
The creation of the Zulu kingdom is a scholarly account of the emergence and
growth of the Zulu Kingdom in the early nineteenth century. The author
used a wealth of Zulu oral traditions coupled with written sources to reconstruct the history of the Zulu Kingdom. The rich Zulu oral traditions reveal
Shaka as a nation builder whose ambitions saw him conquer the greater part
of Southern Africa, becoming the arbiter of the Caledon valley and beyond.
The author is aware of the shortfalls of oral traditions hence she used vast
oral accounts to minimize the bias that may lie in oral history. Oral traditions
may seduce historians into taking them literally because of their immediacy
and emotional power. Thus a vast collection of oral traditions allowed the
author to compare and contrast information provided for authenticity. This
helped her uproot bias and address the common oral history twin sins of
omission and commission. However on the other hand the accounts may
have been affected by their translation from Zulu into English.
Using Zulu oral traditions, Eldredge gives a vivid account of Shaka’s birth,
his graduation to manhood and his accession to power. As the most junior
and illegitimate son of Senzangakhona, he had no claim whatsoever to the
Zulu chieftaincy. However Shaka took his position as a chief by force. The
author demonstrated that chieftaincy was sometimes fiercely contested. It is
thus a position for the powerful and popular.
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Shaka used his military to impose the Zulu Kingdom upon other chiefdoms
across the region. The author puts no emphasis on Shaka’s military revolution
that saw him conquer the greater part of Southern Africa. She instead notes
that Shaka was socialised into the new fighting methods of Dingiswayo. This
reduces Shaka to a position of an imitator rather than that of an initiator.
However Shaka was a good student who used the new fighting methods he
learnt from Dingiswayo to revolutionalise the Southern African military terrain, hence he has been considered a military genius.
Even though Shaka is painted as a blood thirsty tyrant in Eldredge’s gathered
oral accounts and other Eurocentric scholarship, he was kind to the poor and
the disabled. The Eurocentric scholarship that demonises Shaka was meant
to discredit his military account and legitimate the destruction of the Zulu
Kingdom and eventual colonization of the region. Eldredge rests the responsibility of the disturbances in Caledon Valley squarely on the shoulders of
Shaka. It is however paramount to note that Europeans and slave raiders from
Delagoa Bay were also responsible for the political disturbances in the Caledon Valley as argued by Julian Cobbing in his seminal article: The Mfecane as
Alibi: Thoughts on Dithakong and Mbolompo.
The author, though she used Zulu oral accounts to concur with Eurocentric
scholarship also contradicts them, revealing a more humane side. He was
kind to the poor and mentally disabled. He rewarded courage and loyalty. He
spared women and children in most of his military expeditions assimilating
them into the Zulu socio-political structure. He even went further by welcoming the whites to his kingdom (even though he was advised to kill them)
and forging alliances with them. Like other chiefs, Shaka felt threatened by
the powerful leaders in Nguniland which explains his violence against them.
Eldredge notes that women in precolonial history of Kwa-Zulu Natal were
less visible. This is because women were in patriarchal societies trapped in
domesticity and viewed as instruments of reproduction and production. The
production of historical literature was done by men about men for men.
However the author’s strength is to reveal women’s active participation in
political and socio-economic arenas of the Zulu Kingdom. Women actively
participated as regents, soldiers and mat carriers for warriors. Shaka relied on
royal men and women to govern the large Zulu Kingdom. Wives and daughters of the royal family were also involved in succession disputes. Chiefs chose
their wives from royal families to create and reinforce political alliances. Thus

121

New Contree, No. 78, July 2017, Book Reviews, pp. 97-129

women like their male counterparts played significant and necessary roles in
the Zulu Kingdom.
Shaka’s iron rule led to his attempted assassination and eventually his death.
He was assassinated by his half-brothers Dingani and Mhlangane. This confirms that those who live by the sword die by the sword. Dingane took over as
the Zulu Chief after the assassination of Mhlangane. It was the change of personalities at the helm but the continuation of the same socio-political system
that prevailed under Shaka’s reign. Dingane continued killing his opponents
and his brothers to consolidate his power. His accession to power coincided
with the increased migration of Europeans – with their superior firepower –
into Southern Africa. This ultimately led to the disintegration of the Zulu
Kingdom and opened a new era of exploitation.
The creation of the Zulu kingdom is a very valuable study of the emergence
and growth of the Zulu Kingdom in Southern Africa under the leadership
of the military genius, Shaka. The author was able to use diverse Zulu oral
traditions to reconstruct the history of the Zulu Kingdom under the leadership of Shaka. The vivid oral accounts coupled with the analysis of the events
keeps the reader riveted. The scholarly account is therefore a valuable font of
information for historians wishing to study the history of the Zulu Kingdom
from 1815 to1828.

Race, class and power. Harold Wolpe and the radical critique of
apartheid
(Pietermaritzburg: University of KwaZulu-Natal Press, 2015, 368 pp.,
ISBN: 978-1-86914-286-5)
Steven Friedman
Nadine Moore
University of South Africa
Nadinemoore89@yahoo.com
Harold Wolpe and three other detainees captured the imagination of an
international audience after their daring escape from a South African prison
in 1963. Wolpe had been arrested a month before for his involvement at
the anti-apartheid base at Liliesleaf. Unable to continue his life in apartheid
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South Africa, Wolpe instead led an exiled existence in England. However,
his newly-found fame, and even infamy in some circles, came at a painful
personal cost of being divorced from the coalface of the struggle. Race, class
and power explores this trope by providing an intellectual overview of the
ideological contributions that Wolpe made remotely to Marxist theory in an
apartheid milieu.
Steven Friedman’s latest publication is not another ubiquitous biography of
a proponent of the liberation movement. Instead, Race, class and power aims
to explore how Wolpe’s academic contributions affected the consciousness of
a country struggling, first, under inimical apartheid legislation, and thereafter, struggling with safeguarding a smooth transition to democracy. Concomitant to this aim, Race, class and power also seeks to place Marxist theory into
a transnational perspective, quantifying, in three general phases, how Wolpe’s
contributions influenced those individuals who prescribed to Marxism from
the 1970s and beyond.
Race, class and power is replete with oral sources of prolific thinkers of the time,
who extensively shared their personal perceptions of not only Wolpe but of the
Marxist and liberal zeitgeist. This is indeed, from a historical perspective, one of
the book’s strengths, much to the credit of Judith Hudson, who was responsible
for collecting these memories. A lot of conclusions pertaining to Wolpe’s influence on Marxist theory is predicated on these interviews of figures such as Martin Legassick, Ahmed Kathrada, Jeremy Cronin, Raymond Suttner and Shula
Marks, to name but a few. If historians strive towards constructing the most
objective truth through an exhaustive survey of sources, Hudson’s contributions
are certainly the fulcrum on which this book is based. In the interest of balance,
however, and in a minority of instances, the scope of interviews could perhaps
have extended to other echelons of intellectual thought.
If the reader is interested in a theoretical overview of Marxist ideological
development in South Africa and internationally, Race, class and power comes
highly recommended. In particular, Friedman’s erudition of the Marxist debates within academia, anti-apartheid political organisations and intellectual
circles captures the abundance of conflicted and multifarious approaches with
remarkable efficiency. Not only does Race, class and power provide a prism into
Marxist thought, but it also enlightens the reader of the rigid and intransigent
Stalinist convictions of the South African Communist Party at the time. This
inculcates with Wolpe’s travails to contribute intellectually to the liberation
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struggle while remaining loyal and perceivably uncritical (at the fear of being
further ostracised) to the organisations to which he belonged.
Grounded on Friedman’s personal experience as a journalist and academic,
Race, class and power also provides adept contextualisation of Marxism’s influence (or often lack thereof ) in both South African politics and the public domain. Towards the end of the book, the author alludes to some of the current
challenges which the country faces, as well as the contemporary implementation and relevance of Marxist theory. The book certainly gains relevance
as a result thereof. One of the book’s highlights relates to Wolpe’s prescient
approach towards redressing inequalities in higher education during his socalled ‘third career’ (after law and sociology) devising educational policy in
the 1990s. Wolpe’s difficult task related to keeping ‘the ANC conceptually
coherent while not remaining oblivious to political realities’ (Friedman, 2015:
244). The reader cannot help but wonder how the current movement towards
free, decolonised education in a tertiary environment would have been affected, had Wolpe’s debates enjoyed more traction with influential governing
bodies.
Up to the penultimate chapter, Race, class and power is somewhat bifurcated.
While Wolpe’s contributions to the development of South African Marxist
theory is ostensibly significant, Friedman points out that the evidence of the
legacy of his work through concrete examples is sparse. Friedman’s discussions are predominantly presupposed on a comprehensive prior knowledge of
not only Marxism but also South African politics and central figures thereof,
which does run the risk of alienating certain audiences. Similarly, Friedman
uses abbreviations expansively and the inclusion of an abbreviation list would
have greatly improved the ease of understanding the book. Race, class and
power relies on extensive quotations and as a result some sections are formulaic: Wolpe’s argument is stated, followed by a summary of the most important reactions to it. Often analysis of reactions to Wolpe’s writings could have
portrayed evidence of deeper engagement. However, the author does redeem
himself in this regard in the final chapter, ‘Questions, not answers: Transcending the Marxist tradition’.
Ultimately, Race, class and power subsumes Wolpe’s theoretical contributions
to wider historical debates surrounding Marxism. A recurring motif in the
book is Wolpe’s intellectual rigour, which (like the French Marxist, Louis
Althusser) was never fully embraced. Friedman attributes this observation on
the largely theoretical nature of Wolpe’s work, making it inaccessible to the
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casual reader. Ultimately, much like Wolpe, Race, class and power’s theoretical
base is likely to obfuscate some readers, despite the salient scholarly contribution which it makes to provide not only an overview of South African Marxist
historiography but also a prism into Wolpe’s role in the evolution of Marxist
thought.

West Africa before the colonial era. A history to 1850
(London and New York: Routledge, 2014. 257 pp. ISBN 13:978-0-58231853-3 (PBK))
Basil Davidson
France N Ntloedibe
University of South Africa
ntloefn@unisa.ac.za
The field of African history in general and West African history in particular
has come of age in the last five decades. West Africa has attracted scholarly
attention because it was the centre of the slave trade and most of the populations (approximately 50%) of the African diaspora in the US, the Caribbean
and Latin America came ultimately from pre-colonial West Africa. Although
a lot has been written about West Africa, it still remains a poorly understood
region in part because of precolonial African myths, unfounded and sometimes erroneous, which often colour our understanding of West African history. Other scholars – JD Fage (Cambridge, 1955), JD Hargreaves (Macmillan, 1963), A Boahen and JA Adayi (Longman 1963) and, recently, T Falola
(Carolina Press, 2001) – however, have produced surveys questioning these
assumptions. They have explained how ancient African societies had established complex political systems for their governance, created sophisticated
civilisations and the extent to which internal conflicts and outside forces/
pressures brought about their decline.
The book, West Africa before colonial era: A history to 1850, authored by
the internationally renowned scholar and journalist, Basil Davidson, surveys
West African history before the arrival of Europeans. Using his widely acclaimed text, A History of West Africa 1000-1800 as a point of departure, Davidson delves into the rich cultures, societies and politics of this region before
the advent of colonial rule. Davidson’s work traverses familiar African history
scholarly terrain because it summarises and clarifies topics treated elsewhere
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by scholars, including, but not limited to, N Levtzion, Ancient Ghana and
Mali (Cambridge, 1986); G Connah, African civilizations: Precolonial cities
and states in tropical Africa: An archaeological perspective (Cambridge, 2003);
E Savage, The human commodity: Perspectives on the Trans-Saharan slave trade
(London, 1992); K Shillington, 3rd edition, history of Africa (Palgrave, 2012)
and B Barry, Senegambia and Atlantic Slave trade before the colonial conquest
(Cambridge, 1998) JD Fage (An introduction to the History of West Africa
(1955) and JD Hargreaves, Prelude to the partition of West Africa (Macmillan,
1963). However, what sets Davidson’s text apart from these other works is the
fact that he contextualizes West African empires and sets them in their broader context. He provides not only new information, as in the case of the origin
and dissolution of Mali, but also traces the rise and fall of these empires, and
sees a common thread running through all of them.
Although Davidson’s text has sixteen chapters, it can be divided into two sections. The first section (chapters 1-8) discusses the rise and fall of West African
empires from the early centuries AD until the eighteenth century. Ghana, Mali,
Songhay and Kanem-Bornu empires are the subjects of part 1. Here, Davidson
analyses how these empires gained control of the trans-Saharan trade; the extent
to which this trade contributed to their origin, development and, ultimately,
decline. A similar narrative runs through all these empires. That is, how strong
leadership and trade contributed to their formation. In the case of Ghana,
King Tunka Manin’s strong leadership stimulated ancient Ghana’s rise through
“the control of long distance trade” (p. 30). We know form available sources
that this was a result of trade between the Saharan Berbers from the North who
brought salt and other trade commodities to the Soninke of Bambuk and Bure
in the South in exchange of gold. Ghana’s imposition of two forms of taxation,
”export tax” and “production tax”, on goods entering and leaving Ghana, was
important for the day-today running of the administration (p. 31). “The rulers
of Ghana,” Davidson tells us, “used their control of the long distance trade” to
finance and feed the soldiers (p. 30). Like ancient Ghana, Mali came to great
heights because of long distance trade and strong leaders, such as “Sundiata,
Mansa Sakuru and Mansa Musa” (pp. 41-42). Mali’s Kangaba traders, Davidson reminds us, were involved in the gold trade with Ghana (p. 38). For
Songhay, Davidson explains, it was Sunni Ali who expanded Songhay’s power
through building “a large and unified system of law and order, central government and peaceful trade.” Like Mali, Songhay experienced growth through
three important leaders: “Sunni Ali, Askia the Great and Askia Dawud” (p. 55).
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Generations later, these empires overreached, which in turn led to their disintegration by both internal and external invaders. In 1050, for example,
Davison asserts that the Almoravids, a group of Islamic religious sect, under
Abu Bakr, “waged a long war against Ghana” (p. 32). While Davidson sees the
disintegration of Ghana as a result of external invasion, he believes that Mali
disintegrated owing to poor leadership, Gao rebels and “Tuareg nomads” and
“the Mossi” attacks (p. 44). According to Davidson, Mansa Musa was a powerful leader who held Mali together, but his successors lacked such leadership
skills. As he puts it, “Mali had outgrown its political and military strength”
(p. 44) Songhay, like Mali and Ghana, declined as a result of external forces.
Davidson argues that attacks by “the Mossi and their neighbours” and “the
Hausa states” led to the decline of Songhay. But of far greater importance,
he believes, was the Moroccan invasion of 1582, which was motivated by
economic considerations. Davidson asserts that “the Sultan of Morocco sent
a force of 200 soldiers to seize the vital deposits of Taghaza as well far in the
north of Songhay…” (p. 58).
Part II of the book comprises chapters 9-16. This part begins with the paradox that West African peoples were technologically slow as they moved forward economically and culturally. “South of the great desert of the Sahara,”
Davidson writes “West Africa was by no means cut off from developments
elsewhere, because the long-distance caravan trails to and from North Africa
continued to operate” (p. 131). Despite this, West Africans boasted “rich and
interesting” (p. 133) civilisations of “variety” and “unity” (p. 132). Having
explored these rich civilisations, Davidson then discusses the development
of religion, the arts, social thought, politics and economics. Religiously, Islam introduced new written forms of communication which allowed for the
establishment of the more complex political systems to rule stratified societies. “The ideas and beliefs of Islam,” Davidson tells us, “helped build larger
states than before” (p. 54). Besides, serving as a unifying force, Islam was
important in the governance of states. Islamic laws, Davidson reminds us,
“were about the administration of justice, the inheritance of property and the
improvement of market organization” (p. 154) and West Africa’s overall “political culture” (p. 155). Davidson also discusses the origin, development and
impact of the slave trade. He traces the origin of the slave trade in “masterservant organization,” which existed in countries such as Africa (p. 189). Like
other scholars, Davidson presents a problematic claim that slavery originated
in Africa or Europeans succeeded to capture and buy enslaved African captives because Africans, especially the elite, were familiar with the slave trade.
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The only difference, Davidson believes, was “that they had fewer rights” (p.
189). He maintains that “as in any countries of the world, then or at other
times, chiefs and kings regularly turned war-captives and certain classes of
law-breakers into slaves” (p. 189). One would have expected to hear much
from this eminent scholar about the role of raiding, kidnapping, wars and
other modes of enslavement. Equally disappointing is Davidson’s provocative
argument without persuasive evidence that “it seems unlikely that African
kings, chiefs and merchants would have stopped selling their servants and
war-captives even if they had known the fate to which they were sending
these men and women”, suggesting or, rather, insinuating that African kings
or chiefs knew about the brutalities of slavery awaiting enslaved Africans in
the Americas (p. 190).
While Davidson’s text provides valuable insights into ancient African societies and their cultures, it has been weakened by lack of factual details,
questionable unsubstantiated claims and poor organisation. For instance,
in his discussion of the role of long distance trade in the formation of ancient societies, Davidson tends to overlook, in the case of ancient Ghana,
the central role of agriculture, evident in the domestication of sorghum and
millet, made possible by the development of the Soninke new farming techniques. Equally neglected by Davison is raiding in which the Soninke used
their superior weapons to subjugate weaker neighbouring communities. Like
in ancient Ghana, agriculture played a crucial role in the growth of Mali,
which was inextricably tied to the empire’s core religious belief, “the spirits of
the land” whom Malians strongly believed that they ensured the success of
their crops. Mansa, the village head, was the direct link with Malian ancestors upon whom continued production of their crops depended. The same
applies to Songhay. Trade was not the only factor that contributed to the rise
of this empire as Davidson claims. Songhay, moreover, was inhabited by Do
Farmers, Gow hunters and Sorko fishermen, and this fact in itself attests to
the importance of farming, hunting and fishing in the growth and development of this ancient African state. Besides the trans-Saharan trade, farming
(especially livestock herding), raiding and payment of tribute played a major
role in the rise of Kanem-Bornu. Davidson does, however, correctly point out
that tribute played an important role in the Hausa city states, arguing that
“neighbouring farmers paid to the men who ruled the city, who turn paid the
soldiers and kept law and order” (pp. 71-72).
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Equally problematic are Davidson’s seventh and fourteenth chapters on
“Senegambia,” which are underdeveloped and, at best, poorly organised. The
fourteenth chapter should come immediately after chapter seven for better
chronology of events. Despite this organisational problem, chapter 7 materials become a bit clearer when Davidson reintroduced Senegambia in his
examination of political changes brought by the origin and development of
the Atlantic slave trade in chapters 13 and 14. Davidson’s treatment of the
slave trade is also problematic. For instance, his discussion of resistance to the
slave trade in Africa and the Americas – with Haiti and Cuba as case studies –
is not properly organised. Logically, one would have expected to read about
how the slave trade “expanded” (pp. 196-197) before it was resisted either in
Africa [pp 192-194] or the Americas (pp. 195-196). Also, for better chronology, the following chapter subheadings “Expansion of the Atlantic slave
trade” (pp. 196-197), “the kingdom of the Fon and the Delta states”, (pp.
199-200), “Ardrah and Whydah: dealers in slaves” (pp. 200-201), “The Fon
autocracy” (pp. 201-202), “The Fon and Oyo” (pp. 202-203) and “The state
of the Niger Delta” (pp. 203-205) should be removed and placed at the end
of Davidson’s discussion of “the growth of the Atlantic slave trade” on page
190. The subheading “the slave trade: consequences in West Africa” should
be placed at the end of the subheading “resistance to the slave trade” on page
194. There are other organizational problems, which the present reviewer has
no space to address.
Despite these weaknesses, ...West Africa before the colonial era, is a major
work in West African history that is likely to stimulate much new research
and inspire those of us who intend to study West African history. This work is
a survey and thus should not be asked to provide much of an original contribution to scholarship. While the text has questionable unsubstantiated claims
and poor organisation, it could benefit undergraduate students because it is
enriched and enlivened with useful appendix of comparative dates (pp. 239249), illustrations and maps on its various pages. It is a welcome supplement
to introductory courses in West Africa before colonial rule, especially African
history survey courses such as Africa to 1800 and Africa Since 1800.

129

New Contree Template Guidelines, New Contree, 78, July 2017

New Contree
Template guidelines for writing an article
1.

Font type: Adobe Garamond Pro (throughout document)/Arial (if the first font type is
unavailable).

2.

Font size in body text: 12pt.

3.

Heading of article: 14pt, bold.

4.

Author’s details: ONLY provide the following: Title, Campus & University and Email address.
Title: 10pt, regular font; Campus & University: 10pt, italics; and E-mail address: 10pt,
regular font. (Consult previous articles published in the New Contree journal as an example or as a practical guideline). Example: Pieter van Rensburg, Vaal Triangle Campus,
North-West University, p.vanrensburg@gmail.com.

5.

Abstract: The abstract should be placed on the first page (where the title heading and
author’s particulars appear). The prescribed length is between a half and three quarters
of a page.
The abstract body: Regular font, 10pt.
The heading of the Abstract: Bold, italics, 12pt.

6.

Keywords: The keywords should be placed on the first page below the abstract.
The word ‘Keywords’: 10pt, bold, underline.
Each keyword must start with a capital letter and end with a semi-colon (;). Example:
Meters; People; etc. (A minimum of six key words is required).

7.

Main headings in article: ‘Introduction’ – 12pt, bold.

8.

Sub-headings in article: ‘History …’ – 11pt, bold, italics.

9.

Third level sub-headings: ‘History …’ – 10pt, bold, underline.

10.

Footnotes: 12pt, regular font.
The initials in a person’s name (in footnote text) should be without any full stops. Example: LC du Plessis and NOT L.C. du Plessis.

11.

Body text: Names without punctuation in the text. Example: “HL le Roux said” and
NOT “H.L. le Roux said”.

12.

Page numbering: Page numbering in the footnote reference text should be indicated as
follows:
Example: p.space23 – p. 23. / pp. 23-29.

13.

Any lists in the body text should be 11pt, and in bullet format. NO numbers must be
used.

14.

Quotes from sources in the body text must be used sparingly. If used, it must be indented and in italics (10pt). The source reference of a quote should not be in the quote
130

New Contree Template Guidelines, New Contree, 78, July 2017

itself but annotated in the last sentence before the quote. Quotes less than one line in
a paragraph can be incorporated as part of the text via paragraph, but within inverted
commas; and NOT in italics. Example: An owner close to the town stated that: “the
pollution history of the river is a muddy business”.
15.

Abbreviations and titles:
* Abbreviations of companies and institutions are allowed after having provided the
meaning BUT abbreviations as rule in the article narrative is strongly discouraged.
Write words full out. Examples are:
i.e.: Rather use, ‘that is’
eg.; Rather use, ‘for example’
s.l.; s.a; s.n.: Rather say in brackets ‘without place, publisher and date’
* No punctuation with titles is required in the text, such as Dr P Moloto (in the
English narrative) BUT dr P Moloto (in the Afrikaans marrative).
* The abundant use of Latin forms in the text and footnotes are not encouraged.
So for example is Ibid and Passim not allowed.

15.

Quotes (as part of the body text) must be in double inverted commas: “…and she”
and NOT ‘…and she’.

16.

Images: Illustrations, pictures, photographs, tables and figures: Submit all pictures
for an article in jpeg, tiff or pdf format in a separate folder, and indicate where the
pictures should be placed in the manuscript’s body text. All visuals are referred to as
Images.
Example: Image 1: ‘Image title’ (regular font, 10pt) in the body text.
Sources of all images should also be included after the ‘Image title’.
Example: Source: ‘The source’ (regular font, 9 pt). Remember to save and name pictures in the separate folder accordingly.
Important note: All the images should be of good quality (a minimum resolution of
200dpi is required; if the image is not scanned).

17.

Punctuation marks should be placed in front of the footnote numbers in the text.
Example: the end.1 NOT …the end1.

18.

Single and left spacing between the sentences in the footnote.

19.

Dates: All dates in footnotes should be written out in full. Example: 23 December 2010;
NOT 23/12/2010 [For additional guidelines see the New Contree Reference guidelines].

20.

Language setting in Microsoft Word as English (South Africa); do this before starting with the word processing of the article. Go to ‘Review’, ‘Set Language’ and select
‘English (South Africa)’.

131

