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Administrative Provinces of Zimbabwe

Source: Available at https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Atlas_of_Zimbabwe, as accessed on 24
August 2018.

Introduction

The salience of ethnicity in Zimbabwe is as old as the history of the liberation
struggle against colonialism that started in the early 1950s. This ethnicity
became apparent with the skewed allocation of economic resources in favour of
the ruling Zimbabwe African National Union Patriotic Front (ZANU-PF) to
reflect the pre-independence animosities between Zimbabwe African National
Union Patriotic Front (ZANU-PF) and Zimbabwe African People’s Union
(ZAPU) as essentially Shona and Ndebele nationalist parties respectively.
More than three decades after the attainment of political independence in
Zimbabwe in 1980, certain areas in the country’s provinces remain neglected
and economically underdeveloped whereas other areas enjoy a modicum of
affluence. This resulted from the conspicuously disproportionate access to the
country’s economic resources that was fuelled not only by the drive towards
provincialism among political leaders, but also by the challenges of language
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affinity and ethnic solidarities that characterized postcolonial development
initiatives and shaped political re-alignments.

The existing national Zimbabwean state as well as the provinces within
the state are colonial constructs conceived in political terms. Quite often,
provincial political boundaries have come into conflict with the economic
boundaries originally drawn up by the colonial administration and, since
then, repeatedly adjusted by the Zimbabwean government for instrumental
purposes. In more concrete terms, there are cases where the electorate in a
particular constituency vote for a candidate of their choice in the election in
the hope that the candidate would represent them in all matters, including
and especially development, even though, in terms of development, that
constituency belongs to a different economic district. Under such a scenario,
it is very likely that the district’s political leadership may not prioritize
development initiatives for that constituency. As such, the constituency
is based on politics rather than on recognised economic districts and the
leadership of the economic district is not answerable to that economic district.

Internet sources and newspapers that are sympathetic to the cause of the
people in Matabeleland constantly harp on the relegation of Matabeleland
as second fiddle to Mashonaland in terms of prioritisation of development
projects by government. A good example is an article in Bulawayo News24 by
Phithizela Ngcobo entitled “Politicians from Matabeleland need to ‘break the
deputy mentality’””, and the interview reported in Zimbabwe Independent by
the former Zimbabwe People’s Revolutionary Army (ZIPRA) Commander
and Home Affairs Minister Dumiso Dabengwa,! among other sources.
Zenzele Ndebele, a film producer, has been criticised for his documentary
that is based on interviews he held with the Ndebele participants alone?
because it resulted in the omission of the perspectives of the Shona people
about economic marginalisation in Matabeleland. In many cases, conclusions
seem to be drawn based on emotions rather than reason and, therefore, the
conclusions drawn differ markedly from the official position taken by state-
controlled media platforms such as Nehanda Radio and Zimbabwe newspapers
such as 7he Patriot, The Herald and The Chronicle.

1 D Dabengwa, “Dabengwa tackles ED [Emmerson Mnangagwa] on Gukurahundi®, Zimbabwe Independent, 29
March 2018.

2 A Rwafa, “Representations of Matabeleland and Midlands disturbances through the documentary film
Gukurahundi: A moment of madness”, African Identities, 10(3), 2007 (DOI: 10.1080/14725843.2012.715458,
accessed 7 May 2018), pp. 313-327.
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Levels of representation in parliament and at other levels by the members
of the different political parties have added to the effects of economic
marginalization throughout the country’s ten provinces. The retention of such
colonial provincial names as Manicaland, Matabeleland and Mashonaland
continues to perpetuate the imperialist project to divide and rule through
the perpetuation of ethnic and tribal categories that are of relatively recent
invention. Over time, these divisions have become naturalized as the basis
for political mobilization seeking access, control and distribution of resources
by means of patron-client relationships. For some critics, this smacks of a
renewed kind of colonialism from within the nation state and fostered by the
ruling elite.

The emphasis in this discussion is to address the question of uneven economic
development in Zimbabwe’s constituencies, districts and provinces, linking it
to the politicization of ethnicity at the higher levels of political power, and to a
localised ethnic “nationalism” organized around resource allocation. There has
been notable economic development in certain regions since independence
whereas other regions continue to suffer from years of neglect. The findings
of this research will, it is hoped, lead to the adoption of a non-partisan and
ethnically blind mechanism of resource allocation that would facilitate parity
of economic development in the country.

The underlying assumption of this research is that provinces, political
constituencies and districts that are ethnically well-represented in government
institutions benefit more from the country’s resources and national development
projects than those that are either less represented or under-represented. This
hypothesis fits in well with Zuber’s ethnic outbidding model which argues that
ethnically heterogeneous societies often appeal to voters on the basis of their
ethnic identity rather than on other social identities such as class and religion
or even on the basis of firmly-grounded policies.> Under such conditions it is
possible that ethnic minority parties with strong blood bonds begin to identify
themselves as “nations” on the basis of a common attachment to a specific
territory which they claim has been theirs throughout history.

Another view is that ethnic groups are not merely based on the occupation
of exclusive territory, but on the continual expression and validation® of who
they think they really are. Ethnic groups are particularistic. They thus share

3 CI Zuber & E Szécsik, “Ethnic outbidding and nested competition”, European Journal of Political Research,
2015, pp. 784-801.
4 W Sollors, Theories of ethnicity: A classical reader (New York, NYU Press, 1996), p. 303.
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mutually exclusive political preferences. This suggests that they can be mobilized
politically in terms of specific group interests. This framework informs the
debate on economic nationalism amidst ethnic disharmony in Zimbabwe.

To be enlightened from literature

There is sometimes talk at cross purposes when people speak of ethnicity, race
and nationhood, as these conceptual variables do not have clear definitions.
Some of the first-generation anthropologists working in Africa produced
pioneering work on ethnicity. Classics include Clyde Mitchell’s study of the
Kalela Dance in Zimbabwe (then Rhodesia)® and Epstein’s monograph Politics
in Urban African Communities.® Such works argue that urbanization did not
lead to the shedding of ethnic affinities. One of the theoretical approaches to
the study of ethnicity in Zimbabwe explains and defines ethnicity in terms of
the primordial realm as “...the givens of social existence such as blood, speech
and custom which have an ineffable coerciveness in and for themselves”.” A
closely allied view is that of social constructivists who see identity as fluid, and
thus as open to exploitation under certain conditions for certain interests.®
These two broad approaches to ethnicity — “constructivist” and “primordial”
— are relevant to this study. The latter sees ethnic identity as resulting from
deep-rooted attachments to group and culture, while the former focuses
on ethnicity as a political strategy that is pursued for pragmatic interests.
According to Barth, most perspectives embrace the view that ethnicity emerges
during interaction between groups and is not evident at ethnic boundaries.’

The classical liberal perspective is that the rights of ethnic minorities should
be safeguarded, and that such minorities should enjoy equal treatment in
comparison with the rights of the ethnic majority. A communitarian view,
on the other hand, holds that the function of the state is not to protect the
interests of any group but to promote the good of society.'® This view needs

5 JC Mitchell, “Aspects of social relationships among Urban Africans in Northern Rhodesia” (The Rhodes-
Livingston Institute, Manchester University Press, 1956).

6 AL Epstein, Politics in an urban African community (New York, Humanities Press, 1958).

7 K Manganga, “A historical study of industrial ethnicity in urban colonial Zimbabwe and its contemporary
transitions: The case of African Harare, c. 1890-1980” (PhD, Stellenbosch University, 2014), April 2014.

8 A Slbiez-Wieck, A Becker, M Krimer, A Manke, M Pelican, A Sdez-Arance & T Widlok, “Ethnicity as a political
resource conceptualizations across disciplines, regions, and periods”, 2015 (available at www.transcript-verlag.
de/978-3-8376-3013-8, accessed, 7 November 2017), p. 12.

9 A Slbiez-Wieck et al., “Ethnicity as a political resource conceptualizations...” (available at www.transcript-verlag.
de/978-3-8376-3013-8, accessed, 7 November 2017), p. 13.

10 A Slbiez-Wieck et al., “Ethnicity as a political resource conceptualizations...” (available at www.transcript-verlag.

de/978-3-8376-3013-8, accessed, 7 November 2017), p. 13.
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to be contextualised in the light of the blame that has been attributed to the
people from Matabeleland for what they regard as the consequence of the lack
of government commitment to improve their economic situation.

Albiez-Wieck and Becker define ethnicity as a collective identity that is based
on shared meanings and cultural practices that engender a sense of belonging.!!
Brubaker has carried out many works on nationalism, immigration and
citizenship in which he challenges the pervasive and common-sense notion of
groupism based only on primordial affinities.'” He views ethnicity as socially
constructed and he holds that such self-identifications can be used or abused
for political purposes. In the Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland that existed
prior to independence, a group fluidity that was characterized by specific esteem
for western occupation, dress, furniture, etiquette, education, leisure activities
and language was the hallmark of civilization. The westernized and educated
black elite in the Zambian Copperbelt community was heterogenous and
it met regularly to redefine their way of life, businesses, professions, politics
and other interests and by so doing, constituted a separate class of its own."
Mitchell and Epstein concur that new social identities in Northern Rhodesia
were formed based on the outward marks of western civilization. According
to Kenneth, the ability of the educated to think rationally and analytically,
as opposed to appeal to supernatural explanations of natural phenomena, are
important factors drawing them together and creating a sense of corporateness
and solidarity." This constructivist approach to the development of ethnic
groups suggests that ethnic groupings are fluid and not hard-wired. As such,
the constructivist discussion above helps to unpack the ethnic heterogeneity
of what is supposedly a homogenous Ndebele society. From this approach, the
economic setbacks in Matabeleland are not only viewed as targeted to harm
the Ndebele alone as an ethnic group, but also to harm other categories of
people who have been assimilated into Ndebele society, whether voluntarily
or through conquest.

Chandra and Wilkinson posit that ethnic identities in Africa are strengthened
by exposure to political competition and that they are useful in the competition

11 A Slbiez-Wieck et al., “Ethnicity as a political resource conceptualizations...” (available at www. transcript-verlag.
de/978-3-8376-3013-8, accessed, 7 November 2017), p. 12.

12 R Brubaker, “Ethnicity without groups”, 2006 (available at http://journals.cambridge.org, accessed, 16 July 2018).

13 L Kenneth, Urbanization as a social process: An essay on movement and change in contemporary Afvica (London,
Routledge, 2017), 2017, p. 73.

14 L Kenneth, Urbanization as a social process: ..., 2017, p. 74.
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for power.” They further emphasize the salience of ethnicity as playing
a functional role in that it is a tool deployed by politicians for mobilizing
people, policing boundaries and building coalitions in the endless struggle
for scarce resources.'® Again, the functional role of ethnic consciousness and
the fluidity of Ndebele society as currently constituted pose challenges in the
characterisation of economic marginalisation in Matabeleland as being based
on power politics, ethnicity or provincialism.

Ethnicity is a relational concept that mirrors cultural differences and the
manner in which they are communicated and maintained by contact rather
than in isolation.”” Turton avers that if ethnicity is used as a political resource,
an identity that is narrowly-defined, selective and embellished in terms of its
past history, is deliberately constructed for the ethnic followers.'® The political
usefulness and strategic importance of ethnicity in group mobilisation around
perceived material gains have had a direct impact on Zimbabwean politics
since independence in 1980.

The theoretical and politico-ideological discourse on the concept of
development posit that power and politics are crucial to development if societal
needs and aspirations are to be met.”” Rudebeck regards “representation”
and “participation” as strategies to meet societal needs and aspirations and
he equates them with “democracy” and “democratization” respectively. He
admits, however, that democracy as a concept is problematic and contested,
and that it means different things to different users.” Rudebeck’s focus is on
the entitlements to be given to the people so that they overcome poverty by
being empowered to make direct decisions on issues that affect them. He thus
goes far beyond mere development, to “sustainable development” which was
popularized by the Brundtland Commission in 1987 as “...development that
meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future
generations to meet their own needs” Griggs describes sustainable development
as development that meets the needs of the present while safeguarding Earth’s
life-support systems on which the welfare of the current and future generations

15 K Chandra & S Wilkinson, “Measuring the effect of ‘ethnicity’”, Comparative Political Studies, 41(4-5), April
2007, p. 515.

16 K Chandra & S Wilkinson, “Measuring the effect of ‘ethnicity””, Comparative Political Studies, 41(4-5), April
2007, p. 516.

17 D Turton, War and ethnicity: Global connections and local violence (Boydell & Brewer Ltd., 2003), p. 78.

18 D Turton, War and ethnicity: Global connections and local violence, p. 78.

19 L Rudebeck, “Democracy and development — A disputed pair”, Africa Development, 41(1), 2017, p. 3.

20 L Rudebeck, “Democracy and development ...”, pp. 3-4.
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depends.?! Of interest is the Human Development Report of 2002 entitled
“Deepening Democracy in a Fragmented World” which makes the conclusion
that development that meets legitimate majority needs and aspirations is more
likely to take place under conditions of substantial democracy than under
other forms of rule.* This framework should inform the study of economic
nationalism in Matabeleland.

The Keynesian development model argues that for an economy to grow, there
must be an adequate amount of savings to invest to make growth possible, and
that investment in human capital is a pre-requisite if growth and development
is to take place.” In accordance with the Bretton Woods institutions, the Berg
Report of 1991 recommended neo-liberal economic policies as suitable for
promoting Africa’s growth and development path, but it overlooks the neo-
colonial class structures in Africa which impede that development.?* In his
book, Wretched of the earth, Frantz Fanon argues against the conclusions of
the Berg Report and intimates that neo-liberal economic agendas, such as the
Economic Structural Reform Programme (ESAP) adopted in Zimbabwe in
1992, failed because they represented narrow interests. The applicability and
effectiveness of the economic liberalism that the Berg Report proposes ought
to be evaluated against the background of politically-motivated ethnic tension
between the Mashonaland and Matabeleland provinces during the 1990s.

Exploring with ethnography as research methodology

This article is largely based on ethnography, a qualitative research
methodology to gather data using in-depth interviews as collection tools. This
method enabled the researcher to understand the behaviour of the people
being studied. Through this observational study, the researcher was able to
understand or “get inside” the social interactions, perceptions and behaviours
of the Ndebele people. Document analysis of the diverse works produced by
writers on the history of Matabeleland after the liberation war was utilised to
provide holistic insights into their world view and actions. Existing scholarly
literature in the form of textbooks and journals that focus on ethnicity and
economic and political marginalisation were also consulted. The information

21 H Knudson, “Pragmatic considerations for implementing the United Nations Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs): Contradictions and necessities within the earth system”, Instizutt for industriell okonomi og
teknologiledelse, 2014, p. vii.

22 L Rudebeck, “Democracy and development ...”, p. 16.

23 L Keita, “Models of economic growth and development in the context of human capital investment...”, 7he
way forward for Africa, Africa Development, XLI(1), 2016, p. 39.

24 L Keita, “Models of economic growth and development...”, p. 43.
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collected from the above secondary data augmented information gathered
through oral interviews carried out with 15 people from Matabeleland
who were purposively sampled. The sample comprised five former ZIPRA
combatants, one of whom is now a lecturer, five political activists from the
political divide and five professionals drawn from the fields of education and
local government. The research combined desk-top research® involving the
summarisation, collation and synthesis of existing researches, and primary
research, where data were collected from research participants. This qualitative
research paradigm, which links meaning in any social setting to experience,*
is interpretivist in the sense that it sought to make sense of the lived subjective
experiences of the people in Matabeleland who are the object of this study.

The historical and political context
Colonial heritage and its effects on post-independence ethnic relations

The white settler colonial economy was biased in favour of promoting the
economic interests of the white minority population, safeguarding white
privilege and buttressing its ideological conviction of racial superiority over
Africans. Social, economic and political privileges were for the whites to
enjoy. Exclusionary legislation was promulgated that dovetailed with capitalist
interests and relegated the Black population of Zimbabwe to the fringes of the
economy.”

It must be pointed out that the colonial administration operative in Rhodesia
was conceived in violence and was maintained by the free application of force
on defenceless Black people. Reasons for this were many. Firstly, it is the
position of this article that unleashing violence in its various manifestations was
calculated to cow Blacks into unquestioning submission to their subservient
position. Secondly, the article also argues that violence, which could either
be physical in the form of torture, unlawful detention and murder, or non-
physical in the form of prohibitive state laws, was deemed indispensable as a
mechanism to consciously thwart any token show of African nationalism which
the settlers feared would dislocate the existing capitalist system of production.
Thirdly, violence was institutionalized to prevent Blacks from competing

25 Desk Research is used to describe the process of tracking down useful existing pre-published information.
“A guide to desk research” (available at Dobney%0Awww.dobney.com/Papers/A_guide_to_desk_research.pdf,
accessed, 27 October 2017).

26 M Buchler & C Puttergill, Understanding social change and research (Pretoria, Unisa Press,1997), p. 195.

27 B Raftopoulos & A Mlambo, Becoming Zimbabwe: A history from the pre-colonial period to 2008 (African Books
Collective, 2008), p. 85.
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with whites and to ensure that the unequal land distribution resulting from
the Land Apportionment Act of 1930/1, the Native Land Husbandry Act of
1951, and the Land Tenure Act of 1969 could not be altered for as long as
the white settler regime continued to have a firm grip on the economy. Given
the level of colonial racial discrimination, the Second Chimurenga (War of
Liberation) that started in 1966 with the Battle of Chinhoyi sought to redress
past colonial injustices. The dawn of independence in 1980 brought national
euphoria in its wake especially after the agony experienced by Blacks during
the protracted liberation struggle.

The first group of liberation fighters included the 1966 Chinhoyi Battle
heroes. This category, from which future leaders of the country after
independence emerged, comprised men who had endured racial oppression
for a much longer time, and had been involved in numerous protests prior to
the formation of mass political parties such as the African National Congress
(ANC) in 1957, National Democratic Party (NDP) in 1959, ZAPU in
1960 and ZANU in 1963. The other category of secondary school students
who were voluntarily recruited for guerrilla training around 1976 differed
considerably from their earlier group stated above in that they were more
enlightened and better-educated and so made conscious decisions to join the
liberation struggle. Nonetheless, recruitment in the 1970s was ethnically-
based, with ZAPU recruits from Matabeleland sneaking into Botswana before
they were transferred to Zambia for their guerrilla training whilst ZANLA
recruits from other parts of the country headed for Mozambique.

Politicizing ethnicities

Zimbabwe is a country with many ethnic groupings and the major ones
include the Shona, Ndebele, Tonga, Nambya, Tsonga, Karanga, Venda, Sotho,
Zezuru, Manyika, Xhosa, Kore Kore and Kalanga. The misnomer is that these
groupings are lumped together into the Shona and Ndebele categories and all
others are regarded as ethnic minorities. There is need to distinguish between
languages and dialects as these ethnic groupings are generally regarded as
distinct only in terms of using a different dialect of Shona. This applies to
the Zezuru, Manyika, Karanga and Kore Kore that are dialects of the Shona
language. Similarly, Kalanga, Sotho and Xhosa present challenges in classifying
them either as dialects or languages independent of the Ndebele language.
As a result, this article regards them as ethno-racial identities because of the
complex interactions between these groupings that took place before the
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establishment of the Ndebele state by King Mzilikazi. As Mazarire notes,
until fairly recently, we did not know as much about the Kalanga who have
constantly been treated as a sub-ethnicity of the major groups in southwestern

Zimbabwe such as the Ndebele, Tswana and Shona.?® However, history has
affirmed the dominant role of the Ndebele and the Shona in their struggle
against imperialism, beginning with the First Chimurenga (Umvukela 1) of
1896-1897% and has thus downplayed and even marginalized the roles of
other ethnic groups in the anti-imperial struggle. To begin with, ZAPU was
formed in 1961 after the National Democratic Party (NDP) under Joshua
Nkomo as its President before it was banned in 1960. Its members included
George Nyandoro, George Silundika, Ndabaningi Sithole, Enos Nkala and
Robert Mugabe among others. ZAPU had members from all the ethnic
groups in the country.

In 1963, ZAPU split because of personality and temperamental differences.
These included disagreements over leadership style, strategies, ideology
and ethnicity.” Nkomo’s opponents such as Mugabe, Ndabaningi Sithole,
Leopold Takawira, Enos Nkala and Morton Malianga blamed what they called
a weak leadership and opposed Nkomo’s idea of setting up a government in
exile in Tanzania.’’ When these ‘dissidents” broke away to form the Zimbabwe
African National Union (ZANU) led by Ndabaningi Sithole in 1963, Nkomo
interpreted the split as an express show of tribal feelings against him.*

According to Mokwetsi, the Zezuru, Manyika and Karanga jostled for
political power in ZANU and that enhanced the composition of Dare
ReChimurenga (War Council) that had Robert Mugabe, Edgar Tekere, Henry
Hamadziripi, Noel Mukono, Emmerson Mnangagwa, Rugare Gumbo,
John Mataure, Josiah Tongogara and Herbert Chitepo.?® In the anti-colonial
struggle, ZAPU and ZANU tended to represent Shona and Ndebele national

28 GC Mazarire, “Who are the Ndebele and the Kalanga in Zimbabwe?”, Konrad Adenuer Foundation Project on
‘Ethnicity in Zimbabwe’, November 2003, p. 1.

29 'This was the first organized resistance to colonial occupation by the Shona and Ndebele people. Murenga
Sororenzou demonstrated his bravery to challenge the British South Africa Company (BSAC) and his name
became a symbol of all the fighting struggles against oppression in Zimbabwe, hence ‘Chimurenga D Beach
from a colonial school of thought, and T.Ranger, from a nationalist perspective, debate this war at length.

30 Anon., “Power Struggles within ZANU-1973-1975” (available at https://www.pindula.co.zw/, as accessed on 3
September 2018).

31 F Chung, Zimbabwe: Looking east (Bulawayo, Directory Publishers, 2015), p. 238.

32 JM Nkomo, 7he story of my life (London, Methuen, 1984), p. 9.

33 ] Mokwetsi, “A regional provincial analysis of Zimbabwe”, Souzhern Eye, 28 March 2004 (available at hteps://
www.southerneye.co.zw/2014/03/28/regional-provincial-analysis-zimbabwe/, as accessed on 18 August 2018).

148



Economic nationalism amid ethnic disharmony in postcolonial Zimbabwe (1980-2013)..., pp. 138-159

interests respectively.** Thus, even when nationalism could lay claim to its
strongest appeal, the fault lines of class, race, ethnicity and gender, amongst
other cleavages, were always attendant.

Some of the works produced by Epstein critically analyse mining in the
Zambian Copperbelt during the era of the Federation of Rhodesia and
Nyasaland (1953-1963) when the Bemba-speaking, the Ngoni-speaking and
the Nyasaland groups strove to maintain their ethnic identities despite the
progressive de-tribalization resulting from African urbanization.” The Bemba
in Zambia’s northern Luapula and Copperbelt Provinces are described as a
tribe that prides itself on its past military accomplishment and is considered
‘arrogant’ by other Africans and by Europeans as due to its ethnocentrism.*
However, the Copperbelt is highly cosmopolitan in its ethnic mix, even
though the province’s lingua franca is Bemba. This example of the Bemba
in Zambia suggests that urban life and interactions were premised on ethnic
differentiations that smacked of preferential treatment in work places.

British colonialism under the British South Africa Company (BSAC) rule
from 1890 thrived on the policy of divide and rule. Ethnic divisions were
actualized and given a new impetus so that the Ndebele and the Shona people
would view themselves as belonging to irreconcilable ethnic categories.
Wimmer argues that already-existing ethnic distinctions were moulded
by pre-colonial history and then altered by colonization before becoming
politicised.” It becomes even more important to consider how, after
independence in Zimbabwe in 1980, the government that was predominantly
Shona-speaking, would interpret colonial accounts of the Shona-Ndebele
relations which portrayed the Shona as victims who lost all they held
dear through Ndebele raids, and how they lost their grain and women to
Ndebele amabutho (soldiers). That set a precedent for reciprocal retribution
which made ethnic unity difficult to build, even after the proclamation of
the national reconciliation policy in 1980. This also became an obstacle to a
genuine transformation of Matabeleland. At the height of opposition politics

34 BM Mupfuvi, “Land to the people: Peasants and nationalism in the development of land ownership structure
in Zimbabwe from pre-colonialism to the unilateral declaration of independence (UDI) period” (University of
Salford, 2014), p. 15.

35 ] Ferguson, “The country and the city on the Copperbelt”, Cultural Anthropology, 7(1), 1992, p. 81.

36 A Epstein, “Politics in an urban African community”, Institute for African Studies (University of Zambia:
Manchester University Press, 1958), p. 5.

37 A Wimmer, “Who owns the state ? Understanding ethnic conflict in post-colonial societies”, Nations and
Nationalism, 3(4), 1997 (avalable at https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1354-5078.1997.00631.x, as accessed on 24
October 2017), p. 633.
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in Zimbabwe after 1999, when the MDC was officially launched, key party
positions were distributed in such a way that cognisance was given to the
ethnic heterogeneity of the Zimbabwean population. Whether these ethnic
divisions were eliminated given the representativeness of the opposition
MDC in terms of the distribution of party positions to reflect that reality
remains unclear.

The preceding view cannot be confirmed because of the unprecedented
splits within the MDC after 2005, splits that smacked of ethnic solidarity
and ethnic nationalism. The schism which weakened the opposition MDC
occurred over the government’s move to have a bicameral parliament by
creating an upper chamber, the Senate. It appeared to be a battle between the
educated and the uneducated in the MDC and those who sided with Professor
Welshman Ncube and later broke away to form another MDC faction saw
nothing wrong in supporting ZANU-PF on the issue. Those against the idea
remained with Richard Morgan Tsvangirai and viewed the idea as an attempt
by ZANU-PF to weaken opposition votes in the two-chamber parliament.

Cronyism in Zimbabwe has thrown into political oblivion, great heroic
figures of the Second Chimurenga such as Didymus Mutasa and Rugare
Gumbo, amongst many others who were accused of Bhora Musango (Kicking
the ball into the forest)*® in the 2013 harmonised elections.* They were sacked
from the ZANU-PF party for disloyalty to Mugabe and for abrogating the
revolutionary ideals by siding with internal and external enemies in the form
of the opposition MDC and western countries respectively. These ZANU-
PF politicians were among many others who were alleged to have led an
anti-Mugabe faction in the 2013 elections which retained ZANU-PF power.
“Kicking the ball into the net” was a catch phrase used by Mugabe’s faction and
it denoted Mugabe scoring in the elections.*’ “Kicking the ball into the jungle”
depicted Mugabe’s enemies within the party who covertly de-campaigned him
so that the electorate would vote against him.*' The whole political drama was
theoretically taken to the football field and then interpreted as a game to

38 'They are alleged to have been leading an anti-Mugabe faction in the 2013 elections which retained ZANU-PF
power. “Kicking the ball into the net” was a catch phrase used by Mugabe’s faction and it denoted Mugabe
scoring in the elections. “Kicking the ball into the jungle” depicted Mugabe’s enemies within the party who
covertly de-campaigned Mugabe so that the electorate would vote against him. The whole political drama was
taken to the football field and then interpreted as a game to undermine each other’s factions.

39 L Ncube, “Bhora Mugedhi versus Bhora musango’: The interface between football discourse and Zimbabwean
politics”, International Review for the Sociology of Sport, 51(2), 2016, pp. 208-212.

40 L Ncube, “Bhora Mugedhi versus Bhora musango’...”, International Review for the Sociology of Sport, p. 212.

41 E Mushava, “Mugabe’s ‘bhora musango’ election nightmare” (available at nehandaradio.com.News, as accessed
on 2 January 2012).
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undermine each other’s factions. Former Vice President of Zimbabwe, Joice
(Teurai Ropa)** Mujuru left government in 2014 on allegations that she had
formed parallel political structures within the party and government with a
view to challenging Mugabe for the ZANU-PF presidency.*

Ethnic reactions to state-orchestrated marginalisation

It would be naive to imagine that the liberation struggle was ethnically blind
because ethnic-based politics dates to the 1960s and 1970s when political
agitation by the nationalists was painted in ethnic colours.* Though Sithole
was replaced by Mugabe as president of ZANU for his renunciation of
violence during the liberation war, Chung describes the ZANLA military as
fulfilling the role of “king maker”, the title given to General Solomon Mujuru
for supporting Mugabe rather than Ndabaningi Sithole during the struggle
for power between 1974 and 1976.“ The involvement of the military in
disputes over political leadership even before independence was evidenced by
a rebellion by ZANLA leader, Thomas Nhari, in Zambia in 1975 against his
commander, Josiah Tongogara. The Chairman Herbert Chitepo, who led the
party when the ZANU Central Committee and the Executive were in prison
or in disarray before 1975,% got killed from a bomb blast that shattered his
car. Mazarire highlights what was called “Democratic Centralism” in which at
that time, the military was subordinated to the political goals of the party, an
arrangement that changed once the military gained influence in leading and
determining the party affairs.”” That military influence set a lasting precedent
for Zimbabwean politics and this resulted in a growing tendency within
ZANU to celebrate the “gun” under the guise of restoring order and “cleaning
up the rot”. It also suggests that the army became key in determining the
leadership of the state and in the regime’s consolidation of state power.

42 Her Second Chimurenga War name which means “spilling blood”.

43 K Chitofiri, DE Mutasa & T Gwekwerere, “Fighting for justice and freedom through music: The case of
Thomas Mapfumo, Hosiah Chipanga and Leonard Zhakata, ca. 1988-2015", South African Journal of African
Languages, 37(1), 2017, pp. 59-73.

44 M Phiri, “Ethnic politics on the Zimbawean campaign trail: Do voters really care?”, 2013 (available at htep://
africanarguments.org/.../ethnic-politics-on-the-zimbabwean-campaign-trail-do-vote, as accessed on 17
September 2017).

45 F Chung, Zimbabwe: Looking east (Bulawayo, Directory Publishers, 2015), p. 94.

46 GC Mazarire, “ZANU’s External Networks 1963-1979: An Appraisal”, Journal of Southern Afvican Studies,
43(1), 2017, p. 83.

47  GC Mazarire, “Discipline and punishment in ZANLA: 1964-19797, Journal of Southern African Studies, 37(3),
2011, p. 572.
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The government that assumed power in 1980 was a coalition in the sense
that ZAPU with its twenty-seven parliamentary seats as well as the white
Rhodesians with twenty seats reserved for them by the 1979 Lancaster
Constitution, were drafted into the government. However, this coalition
government was further weakened by Mugabe’s pledge that if ZAPU decided
to oust ZANU-PF from power by military means, the government would
respond to that violence with violence.* This indicated a lack of mutual trust
between the two liberation parties from the inception of the coalition.

Nkomo was a bad loser in the 1980 general elections and was seen to be
fuelling Shona-Ndebele animosity to get revenge.” From the foregoing, the
ZANU-PF elite was seen to have appropriated all the most important positions
at government level and, in the process, as having become exclusionary
and a class in itself. The message from the ZANU-PF government to the
Ndebele was that they should support the ruling party, so they could have
representation in government from their own people. As Chung noted, Black
racism, which manifests itself in violence against one’s political opponent,
is a colonial heritage that has replaced white racism in terms of ownership
without necessarily altering the system itself.°

Integrating the Zimbabwe African National Liberation Army (ZANLA),
Zimbabwe People’s Revolutionary Army (ZIPRA), the former Rhodesian
army, ZANU Sithole forces and Muzorewa forces into the Zimbabwe
National Army (ZNA) presented the government with serious challenges.
ZANLA had 60 percent, ZIPRA 35-40%, Rhodesia Front (RF) 5% of their
fighting forces combined to form a national army.’" The distrust of other
forces generated against a repressive Shona military leadership of the ZNA,
provided good breeding ground for political and military dissent which then
translated into an insurrection in the Matabeleland and parts of the Midlands
regions between 1982 and 1987. These disturbances led to gukurahundsi,
a term in the Shona language which means the storm of the summer that
sweeps away the chaff.’> According to Chung, ZANU-PF believed that PF-
ZAPU was planning a military coup through its arms caches discovered in

48 Anon., “Mugabe pledges violent action against revolt”, The Herald, 5 March 1981.

49 L Laakso, “Opposition politics in independent Zimbabwe”, African Studies Quarterly, 7(2), 2003, p. 4.

50 F Chung, Zimbabwe: Looking east, p. 174.

51 NJ Kriger, Guerrilla veterans in post-war Zimbabwe: Symbolic and violent politics, 1980-1987, 105 (Cambridge,
Cambridge University Press, 2003), p. 131.

52 M Sithole & ] Makumbe “Elections in Zimbabwe: The ZANU (PF) hegemony and its incipient decline”,
African Journal of Political Science/Revue Africaine de Science Politique, 1997, p. 133.
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a ZAPU farm near Bulawayo:*® on the other hand, PF-ZAPU believed that
ZANU-PF was determined to annihilate and exterminate the Ndebele people
as an ethnic group.”*

One needs to fully comprehend the multi-dimensional character of the
gukurabundi conflict as political, economic and ethnic. From a political
perspective, the conflict was premised on control of the state by ZANU-PF
which could be achieved by the removal of the ZAPU challenge. It is for
this reason that Muzondidya and Gatsheni (2007) argue that ethnicity was
used by Mugabe as a pretext to crush ZAPU and establish a one-party state.”
The gukurahundi narrative became a Shona-Ndebele dichotomy interpreted
in ethnic terms in many circles. From an economic point of view, the conflict
entailed completed state control of the national resources, particularly gold
that abounds in Matabeleland. The conflict was also interpreted in ethnic
terms as a war between the Ndebele and the Shona. It was only after two years
of independence that the Ndebele realized that they were being marginalized,
and that ZANU-PF’s drive towards a one-party state would push PF-ZAPU
into political oblivion. PF-ZAPU had therefore to stand firm to avoid
extinction from the political limelight.

Enos Nkala, one of the founder members of ZANU, asserted that the dissidents
were Ndebeles, calling for a second war of liberation and referring to Nkomo as
“the self-appointed Ndebele King ... a tribalist who should be crushed”.* Such
claims were hard to believe because individuals like Joshua Nkomo, Dumiso
Dabengwa and Enos Nkala were not Ndebele but Kalanga. There was no way
Nkomo could literally become a Ndebele king. At the same time, labelling
Nkomo as such could give ZANU-PF political mileage as it brandished him as
leading Ndebele dissidents against the state. Mugabe demoted Nkomo from the
post of Minister of Home Affairs to Minister without Portfolio after skirmishes
in Chitungwiza and Entumbane in 1982 between ZANLA and ZIPRA forces
that exchanged fire from their urban bases.

53 F Chung, Zimbabwe: Looking east, p. 133.
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Midlands disturbances through the documentary film ‘Gukurahundi: A moment of madness, African Identities,
10(3), 2007 p. 316 (DOI: 10.1080/14725843.2012.715458, as accessed on 7 May 2018).

56 The Chronicle cited in N Musiwaro, “Ethnicity, narrative and the 1980s violence in Matabeleland and the
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The discovery of heavy Soviet-made weapons in Gwai, the main ZIPRA
base, and on Ascot farm, a ZAPU property in 1982°® gave the government
a legitimate claim of a coup plot as this development confirmed its earlier
fears of ZAPU intentions, leading to expulsion of all ZAPU members in
government. The discovery led to the arrest of ZIPRA High Commanders,
among whom were Lookout Masuku and Dumiso Dabengwa, and the
expulsion of all ZAPU leaders from Cabinet.”” The ruthlessness with which
the crisis in the Matabeleland and parts of the Midlands regions was crushed
has not been fully exposed, and reconciliation attempts after the fiasco have
largely been cosmetic as evidenced by incessant pleas for redress. The Task
Force to quell the political disturbances after the North Korean trained Fifth
Brigade was Shona-speaking and led by the former Rhodesian Security Force
(RSE), Colonel Lionel Dyke. Itsleadership was dominated by former ZANLA
guerrillas.” The experiences that PF-ZAPU gained from the insurgency led
to the realization that continuing an armed insurrection against ZANU-PE
with all the state machinery at its sole disposal, was futile.® Gukurahundi
consequently concretised the strong element of Ndebeleness and made almost
permanent, the reciprocation of disdain between the Shona and the Ndebele.
Above all, it greatly influenced the way Matabeleland is constituted within the
framework of the Zimbabwean polity. What has remained after the conflict
are notions of Shona hegemonial power as evidenced by the specialization of
the Ndebele in deputising when it comes to the allocation of government and
administrative posts.®

It can be argued that the PF-ZAPU leadership entered into a fragile Unity
Accord with ZANU-PF in 1987 as an acknowledgement of the political
supremacy of the ruling party and that their agreement was conditional to their
release from prison. Before the Unity Accord, both municipal and parliamentary
elections in the city of Bulawayo stirred interparty hostilities, especially given the
fact that ZANU-PF failed to make inroads in constituencies in Matabeleland.®
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Paradoxically, the Unity Accord led to the suspension of all major development
initiatives that the government had on the table for the Matabeleland region on
the pretext that the region haboured dissidents,* and as a result of the fear that
the dissidents had not surrendered their guns to the state.

The death in 1999 of the second vice-president Joshua Nkomo, whose
post was created in partial fulfilment of the Unity Accord and calculated
to placate the Ndebele, made possible the revival of the old ZAPU under
Dumiso Dabengwa in 2000. The contention of this faction of ZAPU was
that the Unity Accord of 1987 was a sell-out deal that stood to benefit the PE-
ZAPU elite much to the disappointment of the ordinary Ndebele people who
actually suffered from ZANU-PF orchestrated violence in the first decade
of independence in Matabeleland.® Another source of anger among the
Ndebele was their knowledge of specific party stalwarts in ZANU-PF such as
the vice-president Mnangagwa who allegedly masterminded the gukurahundi
campaign but instead of being tried for the atrocities they supposedly

6

committed, they enjoyed solace in government by way of promotion,* an

issue that Coltart highlighted as a major bone of contention between the
revived ZAPU and ZANU-PE¢

The emergence of radical secessionist movements from Matabeleland — the
Mthwakazi Liberation Front (MLF) formed in South Africa in 2010, and the
Matabeleland Liberation Organisation formed in 2013 must be analysed in
the context of similar contemporary parallel breakaway attempts sweeping
right across Africa.” The general underdevelopment of Matabeleland and
the City of Kings (Bulawayo) has resulted in many people in Matabeleland
coming to regard the region as an appendage of Zimbabwe that received no
entitlement to the overall national development efforts coordinated centrally
in Harare. The perceived high-handedness in the state’s dealings with political
dissent, many believe, is antithetical to the ideals of political democracy. The

64 M Musemwa, “Disciplining a ‘dissident’ city:...”, Journal of Southern African Studies, 32(2), 2006, p. 240.
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Unity Accord ushered in in 1987 has come to be regarded as imposed unity
that allowed peace to hang precariously and temporarily in the balance.

The concernsof the former ZIPRA guerrillaswere both economicand political.
Within the military ranks of the ZNA, preferential treatment in promotion
was perceived to be reserved for the former ZANLA forces, most of whom
were drawn from the Shona people, even though most ZIPRA cadres felt that
they were better trained and could be more effectively used in conventional
military campaigns to safeguard the independence of the country. This further
reinforced the feeling that resource redistribution was along ethnic lines. Yet,
on the other hand, there was sound reason for the ruling party to doubt the
sincerity of its main political rival in the nationalist struggle after the discovery
of huge arms caches on a PF-ZAPU owned farm and that suggested a possible
planned armed insurrection once ZANU-PF was in power. This also explains
why the Commonwealth remained silent over the Matabeleland massacre
between 1982 and 1987, and why Margaret Thatcher’s government in Britain
increased its financial aid to the government by ten million pounds during
that period.”” What is clear is that the interparty struggles of the revolutionary
period spilt into the postcolonial era and that some ZIPRA fighters regarded
Joshua Nkomo as the “Father of Black Nationalism” in Zimbabwe, and that
a pattern of ethnic voting resulted, instead, in Robert Mugabe being at the
political helm.

Interviewees concurred thatstate-orchestrated marginalization [or the economic
marginalisation thesis] in Matabeleland is linked to post-independence violence
between ZANU-PF and PF-ZAPU. They cite political impunity granted to
ZANU-PF perpetrators of violence such as Munangagwa, and Perence Shiri
among others as having made the opposition to view the country’s court system
and its institutions as wholly controlled by ZANU-PF and therefore anti-
opposition. The argument was that these institutions were manipulated by the
state to satisfy the political and military demands of the incumbent government.
In the 1997 Catholic Commission for Justice and Peace in Zimbabwe (CCJPZ)
report, Mugabe admitted that development programmes in Matabeleland came
to a standstill during the gukurahundi conflict.

When the government was investing in development projects in other
parts of the country, Matabeleland was losing out on the premise that the

70 RSA, Hansard: Commons, 2001.
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disturbances made development difficult”" just at a time when Mashonaland,
Manicaland and parts of the Midlands were given attention, thus dividing the
country into two parts of unequal development. For example, the proposed
scheme to draw water from the mighty Zambezi River to the arid Matabeleland
region, some 450 kilometres away, still remains a pipe dream whereas Mundi
Matapa dam in Midlands, Osborne dam in Manicaland and Kunzvi dam
near Harare were prioritized.”” On account of the recurrent droughts due
to the region’s climatic conditions, Musemwa argues that water challenges
in the city of Bulawayo were deliberately ignored by the government as a
way to cow the Bulawayo City Council, dominated as it were by supposedly
PE-ZAPU recalcitrant councillors, into politically submitting to ZANU-PE”?
By implication, the electorate in Bulawayo would continue paying the harsh
price of voting for PF-ZAPU candidates.

Marginalisation is said to have heightened ethnic attitudes of Ndebeleness
among the people of Matabeleland and Bulawayo, their capital city. The
gukurahundi debacle, which was a code name for a state military crackdown
on perceived anti-government insurgents, most of whom had Ndebele origins
in Matabeleland and parts of the Midlands provinces,” also helped to solidify
feelings of Ndebele marginalization by a Shona-dominated state. 7 This article
also established that the degree of psychological damage that gukurahundi had
on the Ndebele is difficult to assess, but the survivors remain traumatised by
the experiences that they went through back then.

The Shona people, from both written and oral accounts, are accused of
taking all important jobs and opportunities in educational colleges and
universities such as National University of Science and Technology (NUST)
and Selous University in Bulawayo.”® That was so rampant when there was
de-industrialisation in the city of Bulawayo as most companies relocated to
other countries or closed under the sheer weight of a dysfunctional economy.
In 2010, about 87 business establishments were closed in Bulawayo resulting
in over 20 000 workers losing their jobs.”
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157



A Rwodzi

Manganga, in his study of industrial ethnicity in Harare, contends that in
crisis situations, people tend to identify with their “type” and to use ethnic
kinship and other social ties in the scramble for resources.” This analysis can
be appropriate to use in tracing the origins of a single Ndebele mentality
in Matabeleland and Bulawayo. The perception can also be applied to
evaluate tribal or ethnic political consciousness in that region of the country
which people erroneously equated with nationalist politics. The economic
marginalization of Bulawayo, the second largest city in the country, by
a ZANU-PF-led government, is argued to have given it second status not
only in priority areas of development, but also in government positions. 7he
Zimbabwean Independent described Bulawayo in terms of “a tale of two cities”
with Harare getting preferential treatment.”” The article went on to say that
Harare and Bulawayo had one thing in common in 2003, which was that the
MDC ran them both, and that was as far as the comparison could go because
of the sharp contract in their fortunes. This, to some extent, affirmed the
assertion that the Ndebele are a tribe that specializes in deputizing.®

Conclusion

The seeming lack of economic development throughout Matabeleland in
comparison to other parts of Zimbabwe, and the apparent lack of growth, in
both quantitative and especially qualitative terms, in the city of Bulawayo raise
questions among many Ndebele people about the government’s commitment
to the economic advancement of Ndebele people in the country. The way in
which politics has developed in Zimbabwe in the post-independence period
has shown that divisions along ethnic lines are avoidable if the state commits
itself to ideals of national unity and democracy. The Unity Accord in 1987,
together with the political and economic challenges that gave rise to it, were
not accurately understood by both the ruling ZANU-PF party and the wider
Zimbabwean population.®’ The Ndebele people in both Matabeleland North
and South have in recent times formulated a marginalization thesis which
claims that the ZANU-PF governmentsince 1980 deliberately underdeveloped
Matabeleland through social, economic and political marginalization.®
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Gukurahundi, about which Mugabe lamented as “a moment of madness™

on the part of decision-makers in the first post-independence decade, was
unilaterally declared “a closed chapter”® to stop the Ndebele victims from
seeking redress and compensation. However, the Organ on National Healing
set up by President Mnangagwa in 2017 re-opened the chapter so that
reconciliation after a violent conflict becomes a process, not an event.

For the project of nationalism to succeed in Zimbabwe, this chapter
argues, national unity should not be narrowly defined in political terms
but should also be organically derived from the proportionate distribution
of national resources in pursuit of true democracy. Secessionist maneuvers
in Matabeleland by the Mthwakazi Liberation Front (MLF) led by Fidelis
Ncube and Matabeleland Liberation Organisation (MLO) by Paul Siwela®
can hardly be explained in ethnic terms only, but also in terms of the history
of political and economic seclusion in postcolonial Zimbabwe. Uneven
economic development has contributed to the politicization of ethnicity,
which, coupled with the resultant patron-client ties, has relegated groups
that are not represented in the higher echelons of power to the fringes of the
national economy. Reconciliation after a long period of violent conflict is
always difhicult. Appropriate unifying policies that are perceived to be fair to
all protagonists, supported by transparent mechanisms to ensure that those
who continue to see themselves as “victims” are not constantly reminded
about unaddressed injustices of the past, are the surest guarantee for lasting
peace. Such measures ensure that Zimbabwe remains an indivisible entity.
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Abstract

In this article the nature of resistance to the implementation of the Native
Land Husbandry Act of 1951 (NLHA), popularly known as amagandiya in
Bulilimamangwe, in colonial Zimbabwe is explored. It looks at two Kalanga
chiefs, Madlambuzi Ncube and Masendu Dube, who were deposed by
colonial administrators in the 1950s and replaced by an Ndebele chief, Mpini
Ndiweni. It is argued that the implementation of the Act, the demotion of the
two Kalanga chiefs and the subsequent imposition of Chief Mpini Ndiweni
can be perceived as the imposition of a type of cultural hegemony which was
then resisted by the two Kalanga chiefs and their subjects by the reassertion
of their own culture and identity in colonial Zimbabwe. It demonstrates
how it was not violent or military resistance but rather cultural resistance,
which was expressed through various modes, which took the centre stage
in challenging both the white colonial government and Ndebele hegemony
over the Kalanga. In contributing to the argument over the use of cultural
resistance against the NLHA, the article draws from oral interviews which
were conducted in Bulilima and Mangwe districts, on archival research and
on secondary literature to demonstrate that this cultural resistance drew on
a variety of signifiers of Kalanga identity such as Kalanga history, the politics
of land, ideas around Kalanga chieftainship, Mwali/Ngwali religion and the

possession of cattle.

Keywords: Kalanga chiefs; Cultural resistance; Hegemony; Culture; Identity;
Native Land Husbandry Act; Zimbabwe; Colonial.

Introduction and context

The article grapples with the concept of cultural resistance and demonstrates
how it was used by Kalanga chiefs such as Madlambuzi Ncube and Masendu
Dube as a tool of resistance against the imposition of the Native Land
Husbandry Act (NLHA) of 1951 (amagandiya).' It makes the argument

1 The term amagandiya is used by both the Ndebele and Kalanga people of Bulilimamangwe and they often refer
to amagandiya when talking about the period of the implementation of the NLHA. In this article it would be
used interchangeable with the term the Native Land Husbandry Act (NLHA).
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that Kalanga chieftainship, identity, land, and religion were forms of cultural
resistance, which were used as a tool to challenge the implementation
of the NLHA in Bulilimamangwe. The article further contends that
vernacular resistance to the implementation of the NLHA sought first to
articulate and assert Kalanga identity, and second, it sought to challenge
the hegemonic colonial state policies. It also explores the nature of the
support for Madlambuzi Ncube and Masendu Dube from their Kalanga
subjects. The article also explores why the Act was not resisted in some
parts of Bulilimamangwe district, which were predominantly Ndebele-
speaking areas. The Kalanga is one of the ethnic groups found mostly in the
Bulilima and Mangwe districts, in the south-western parts of Zimbabwe.?
Some Kalanga people can be found in areas such as Kezi, Tsholotsho and
Botswana. This article focusses mostly on the Kalanga in Bulilima and Mangwe
districts who comprise the bulk of the Kalanga ethnic group. Itis estimated that
they comprise approximately 4% of the total population in Zimbabwe today.’
The period of the implementation of the Act was popularly known as
Magandiya — a Kalanga word meaning “ridges” — among the residents of
Bulilimamangwe. This was because the Act forced people to construct contour
ridges. Indeed, its implementation bordered on the use of forced labour because
of resistance from African rural people who detested the amount of labour
that went into contour ridge-construction which were a distraction from their
own crop fields. The article moves from existing scholarship, which has shown
that the NLHA was implemented in different parts of the country and was
resisted by various peoples who were against the racist and discriminatory
state legislations, as it is interested in how the forms of resistance differed.

It can be argued that the NLHA was devised and introduced by the
white settler Rhodesian government in the interest of capitalist economic
development, particularly of the white minority. The Act had its roots in the
Rhodesian agricultural policies of the 1930s and 1940s that mainly centred
on African reserves and the conservation of resources such as soil and water.*

Under these policies, Africans were regarded as “bad farmers” and removed
from their land to occupy the reserves which were dry and arid. Moreover, the
NLHA was a consequence of the failed Land Apportionment Act of 1931 and

2 Although the area was further divided into two districts, Bulilima and Mangwe in 2005 for administrative

purposes, the name Bulilimamangwe would be maintained for the purposes of this article.

Zimbabwe Population Census 2012.

4 VEM Machingaidze, “Agrarian change from above: The Southern Rhodesia Native Land Husbandry Act and
African response”, The International Journal of African Historical Studies, 24(3), 1991, pp. 557-588.
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was introduced ostensibly to check land degradation in the crowded reserves.’
Instead however, of allocating additional land to the overcrowded Africans,
the settler government blamed land degradation on the Africans’ backward
farming practices. The negative effects of over-grazing in the reserves led
to the passing of the Natural Resources Act of 1941 which, among other
things, called for compulsory de-stocking in many African occupied areas.
By 1944, about half of the nation’s reserves carried 927,000 large stock
of cattle and yet, the estimated carrying capacity was only 645,000.°
As a result, the colonial state established the Godlonton Commission
of Enquiry (1944) to look into the resource degradation crisis in the
reserves. The recommendations of the Godlonton Commission on Native
Production and Trade, inaugurated two decades of top-down statist
experimentation with African agriculture and led to the NLHA in 19517
The key instrument of the Godlonton commission’s recommendations was
the Native Land Husbandry Act of 1951, a piece of legislation designed to
scientifically quantify standard land allocations and stocking rates per given
area before issuing them out to Africans on individual tenure. In the long
run, it hoped to create two distinct populations: rural and urban Africans.
The objectives of the NLHA were to provide for the control of the utilisation
and allocation of land occupied by “natives” to ensure its efficient use for
agricultural purposes, to require “natives” to perform labour for conserving
natural resources and for promoting good husbandry.®

The Act has received substantial scholarly attention in Zimbabwe and
abroad.” Much of the literature on the NLHA in Zimbabwe falls into two
broad interpretive models offered by W Beinart and I Phimister.® Beinart
argued that the NLHA was a conservationist measure, while Phimister
viewed the Act as a segregationist policy meant to buttress white industrial

5 W Beinart, “Soil erosion, conservationism and ideas about development: A Southern African exploration,
1900-1960”, Journal of Southern African Studies, 11(1), 1984, pp. 52-83.

6 VEM Machingaidze, “Agrarian change from above ...”, The International Journal of African Historical Studies,
24(3), 1991, pp. 557-588.

7 AKH Weinrich, African farmers in Rhodesia: Old and new peasant communities in Karangaland (London, Oxford
University Press, 1975), p. 25.

8  Southern Rhodesia Native Land Husbandry Act, No. 52, 1951 (Salisbury, 1952).

9 The major setback for this article is the scarcity of archival documents on the implementation of the NLHA in
Bulilimamangwe district in particular. A lot of archival files on Bulilimamangwe related to the period between
1950s to the late 70s were missing at the National Archives of Zimbabwe and at the district administration
offices.

10 W Beinart, “Soil erosion, conservationism and ideas about development:...”, Journal of Southern African Studies,
11(1), 1984, pp. 52-83; I Phimister, “Rethinking the reserves: Southern Rhodesia’s Land Husbandry Act
reviewed”, Journal of Southern African Studies, 19(2) 1993, pp. 225-239.
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capital, farmers and mining’s demand for cheap labour." Phimister observed
that the NLHA was not really intended to squeeze Africans into reserves
but to stop Africans from acquiring land rights. This meant that Africans
could be neither peasant farmers nor industrialised workers. In this way, the
Act directly repudiated customary and communal rights to land in favour
of individual right holders. Moreover, the colonial government thought
that individual land holding rights would also lead to sound farming. In her
2006 book, 7he unsettled land, Alexander depicted a compulsive colonial
state that seeks, in the 1940s and 50s, to intervene directly in the affairs
of Africans forcing them to conserve what little resources were availed to
them under the repressive laws. She charts the making and unmaking of
authority over people and the land which they occupied. She goes further to
question state-making and the ideology of resistance, coercion and consent.'
McGregor also shares Beinart’s analysis of the Act in her study on Shurugwi
where she observes that the NLHA was highly influenced by conservation
ideas and policies.”” While this article acknowledges this literature, it also

challenges it by deploying the concept of cultural resistance as a tool used to
resist the NLHA in Zimbabwe.

Thompson’s study gives a richly instructive account of the economic
challenges that were faced by the planners and the contradictory visions
and interests of different groups within the white settler population and the
government.'* However, his narrow focus on destocking leaves a yawning gap
on other aspects of conversation that were covered by the Act as deemed
necessary by the colonial state. Scholars such as Bessant have captured
African responses and views on state conservation policies. Using Chiweshe'
as a case study, Bessant examined the intrusive suite of conservation policies
with particular emphasis on soil conservation.'® Bessant further argues that the
reaction to the state policies by the Chiweshe people was influenced by their

11 I Phimister, “Rethinking the reserves ...”, Journal of Southern African Studies, 19(2) 1993, pp. 225-239.

12 ] Alexander, The unsettled land: State making and the politics of land in Zimbabwe, 1893-2003 (Harare, Weaver
Press 2006).

13 ] McGregor, “Conservation, control and ecological change: The politics and ecology of colonial conservation in
Shurugwi, Zimbabwe”, Environment and History, 1(3), 1995, pp. 257-279.

14 Thompson’s study focussed on the Madziwa Communal area in the north-eastern Zimbabwe. For more
information on the analysis of the NLHA see, G Thompson, “Is it lawful for people to have their things taken
away by force? High modernism and governability in colonial Zimbabwe”, African Studies, 66(1), 2007, pp.
39-77.

15 The Chiweshe Reserve is now known as Chiweshe Communal area and it is falls under Mazoe District in
Zimbabwe.

16 LL Bessant, “Coercive development: Land shortage, forced labor, and colonial development in the Chiweshe
reserve, colonial Zimbabwe, 1938-1946", The International Journal of African Historical Studies, 25(1), 1992,
pp. 39-65.
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demand for land. The article also draws on research that focus on agrarian
state policies, to land and belonging amongst the African population in other
parts of Zimbabwe and their impact on issues of belonging and identity in
the country. For example, ] Mujere’s study of the Basotho highlights how the
farms became important in the Basotho’s construction of a sense of belonging
and their interactions with other farmers in the area during the period of
the NLHA."” He argues that the farms played a pivotal role in shaping the
intricate process of belonging amongst the Basotho people. Mwatwara has
also demonstrated how the implementation of the NLHA gave rise to African
nationalism which resisted the state veterinary bureaucracy.'”® E Msindo has
also examined the Kalanga and their relations with the Ndebele between
the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. With reference to the NLHA in
Bulilimamangwe, Msindo unravelled what led to the demotion of Kalanga
chiefs in the districtand points out that it was due to their resistance to the Act.”
In other parts of Southern Africa, scholars have also engaged with resistance
to colonial agrarian state policies. For example, WO Mulwafu argued that in
Malawi, “much of the resistance emanated from the way agricultural policies
interfered with household relations and everyday economies and indigenous
agricultural methods and knowledge”.?

This article differs sharply from the above body of literature on the
implementation of the NLHA in that its analysis is focused on the use of the
concept of cultural resistance, which has been ignored in the studies of the
NLHA in Bulilimamangwe. In order to understand the Kalanga resistance to
the implementation of the NLHA, the article draws insights from literature
on cultural resistance. Cultural resistance is not a new concept in other
country’s historiography. For example, it was used in 1922 by Baerlein to
describe Slav’s resistance to German attempts to impose Christianity upon
the Slavic people and stressed the political and cultural resistance against the
state of the Franks.”' In other writings, the term is also associated with the
foreign invasion of certain groups and concomitant struggles to maintain their

17 ] Mujere, Autochthons, strangers, modernising educationists and progressive farmers: Basotho struggles for belonging
in Zimbabwe 1930s-2008 (PhD, University of Edinburgh, 2012).

18 W Mwatwara, “A history of state veterinary services and African livestock regimes in colonial Zimbabwe,
¢.1896-1980” (PhD, Stellenbosch University, 2014).

19 E Msindo, Ethnicity in Zimbabwe: The transformation in Kalanga and Ndebele societies, 1860-1990 (New York,
The University of Rochester Press, 2012).

20 WO Mulwafu, Conservation song: A history of peasant-state relations and the environment in Malawi, 1866-2000
(Cambridge, The Whitchouse Press, 2011), p. 143; W Mwatwara, “A history of state veterinary services and
African livestock regimes in colonial Zimbabwe...” (PhD, Stellenbosch University, 2014).

21 H Baerlein, 7he birth of Yugoslavia, 1 (London, Leonard Parsons, 1922), p. 29.
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culture and traditional beliefs.?> As Scott illustrates, cultural resistance can
be manifested as “everyday forms of resistance” such as contesting the issues
of personal identity.”” In Zimbabwe, Hammette explored political cartoons
and argued that they represent context-specific power relations, politics and
resistance in post-colonial Zimbabwe.** Furthermore, in other contexts,
scholars have also engaged with religion® and gender®® and how these could be
used as cultural resistance to challenge domination and hegemony. This article
thus focuses on Kalanga chieftainship, identity, land and religion as forms of
cultural resistance tools which were used to challenge the implementation of

the NLHA in Bulilimamangwe.

The NLHA was also a threat to Kalanga cultural beliefs and their identity.
As would be illustrated, the imposition of a “foreign” Ndebele chief by the
state, Mpini Ndiweni can be perceived as cultural hegemony as he was not
the rightful chief according to Kalanga traditional leadership customs. This
therefore attracted resistance as the Kalanga chiefs and their subjects resented
this domination. The resistance to the implementation of the Act led to the
deposition of Chief Madlambuzi Ncube and Chief Masendu Dube and the
installation of an Ndebele chief, Mpini Ndiweni. Moreover, in order to
justify their belonging and legitimacy in the Kalanga land, the resistance drew
upon claims to being the first inhabitants of the area, Kalanga religion and
origins in order to demonstrate to the colonial regime that the deposition by
the two chiefs interfered with Kalanga’s very existence and identity. The article
considers Kalanga ethnic identity to be the “sameness” of this group of people
who share the common stories of origin, language, culture and traditions. It
is important to note that this identity can be described as fluid, malleable and
dynamic. Nonetheless, this identity is not a fixed, primordial phenomenon
that has been in existence from time immemorial, but a dynamic and flexible
identity that is tied to complex processes of identity formation spanning the

22 B Bush, “The family tree is not cut: Women and cultural resistance in slave family life in the British Caribbean”,
G Okihiro (ed.), In resistance: Studies in African, Caribbean, and Afro-American History (Amherst, University of
Massachusetts Press, 1986), pp. 117-132; RN Rasnake, Domination and cultural resistance: Authority and power
among an Andean people (Durham NC, Duke University Press, 1988); DE Walker, No more, no more: Slavery
and cultural resistance in Havana and New Orleans (Minnesota, University of Minnesota Press, 2004).

23 JC Scott. “Everyday forms of resistance”, The Copenhagen Journal of Asian Studies, 4(1), 15 May 2008, pp. 33-62.

24 D Hammett, “Resistance, power and geopolitics in Zimbabwe”, Area, 43(2), June 2011, pp. 202-210.

25 JP de Wet, “Passive resistance to western capitalism in rural South Africa: From “abantu babomvu” to
“amaZiyoni”, Journal for the Study of Religion, 21(2), 2008, p. 57.

26 G Gerbner, “The dynamics of cultural resistance”, G Tuchman, A Daniels et.al (eds.), Hearth and home: Images
of women in the mass media (New York, Oxford University Press, 1978), pp. 46-50; K Weingarten, Cultural
resistance: Challenging beliefs about men, women, and therapy (London, Routledge, 2013); RM Press, Establishing
a culture of resistance; RM Press, Ripples of hope: How ordinary people resist repression without violence (Amsterdam,
University Press, 2015), pp. 233-234.
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pre-colonial, colonial and post-colonial epochs.

The image below shows Kalanga communities during the Native Land

Husbandry Act.

Image 1: Map of Bulilimamangwe district showing Kalanga communities during the
Native Land Husbandry Act”
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Source: E Msindo, Ethnicity in Zimbabwe: The transformation in Kalanga and Ndebele societies,
1860-1990 (New York,University of Rochester Press, 2012), p. 73.

The Native Land Husbandry Act and agents of state hegemony

The NLHA represented the culmination of agrarian policy deliberations that
originated prior to the Second World War. Following the outbreak of the
war, there was need to restructure the economy and to absorb more Africans
in the labour market and to ensure a sustainable labour reserve. As Worby
argues, it was a piece of legislation designed to end the migrant labour system
with its attendant social dysfunction and political dangers by privatising land
in the African reserves and upgrading the skills of the urban labour force.?
Inthisway, colonialadministratorsexpected that thoseindividualsmadelandless
by the Act would be permanently absorbed into the urban labour market.”
The NLHA’s prescription involved a comprehensive re-organisation of rural

27 E Msindo, Ethnicity in Zimbabwe: The transformation in Kalanga and Ndebele societies, 1860-1990 (New York,
University of Rochester Press, 2012), p. 73.

28 E Worby, “Colonial power in north-western Zimbabwe”, Journal of Southern African Studies, Special Issue:
Ethnicity and identity in Southern Africa, 20(3), September 1994, pp. 371-392.

29 This was made possible by the manufacturing boom following the end Second World War.
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society which included significant cuts of stock, fencing lands, concentrated
settlements, improved seed and an expansion in agricultural education.”
It is important to note that these tasks were conducted by white government
officials with the assistance from the chiefs. The Land Development Officers
(LDO:s), (popularly known as Abalimisi, meaning®, amongst the Africans)
were to “scientifically” quantify standard land allocations and stocking rates
per given area before issuing them out to Africans on individual tenure.

The allocation of land on individual tenure was in itself problematic as land
was traditionally communally owned, belonging to the ancestors who were the
guardians under the supervision of chiefs.*! Ultimately, as noted earlier, the Act
hoped to create distinct classes of rural and urban African dwellers.?” It did not
seek to increase or maintain the amount of land available for use by Africans but
to develop it differently to increase its “carrying capacity”.® All these arguments
were mere excuses by the colonial government, which blamed Africans for
land misuse and hence the arguments for intervention by the state through the
NLHA in order to alleviate land problems in African reserves.

However, in all these top-down prescriptions, African ecological knowledge
was ignored.’ Instead, white LDO and Conservation Officers, with the
help of compliant chiefs, were tasked with implementing the NLHA.%
In some cases, the state used the Agricultural Demonstrators (also known
as abalimisi) who were usually Africans and tasked to educate their fellow
Africans on the “proper” farming methods. Although, these demonstrators
dated back to 1927, they were effectively deployed in the 1950s as a result
of repressive government racist land policy. Makombe rightly observes that
perhaps most ominous of all were the powers the NLHA gave to white

30 E Kramer, “A clash of economies: Early centralisation efforts in colonial Zimbabwe, 1929-1935”, Zambezia: The
Journal of the University of Zimbabwe, 25(1), 1998, p. 85.

31 For a more nuanced discussion on land ownership amongst the Kalanga see , T Dube, “Shifting identities and
the transformation of the Kalanga people of Bulilimamangwe District, Matebeleland South, Zimbabwe, c.
1946-2005” (PhD, University of the Witwatersrand, 2015), pp. 84-91.

32 T Dube, “Shifting identities and the transformation of the Kalanga people ...” p. 80.

33 E Kramer, “A clash of economies....”, The Journal of the University of Zimbabwe, 25(1), 1998, p. 85.

34 This was not only unique to Bulilimamangwe, but studies on the NLHA indicate that across the country
Africans were not consulted. For this discussion see, EK Makombe, “A social history of town and country
interactions...” (PhD, University of the Witwatersrand, 2013); VEM Machingaidze, “Agrarian change from
above...”, The International Journal of African Historical Studies, 24(3), 1991, pp. 557-588; ] Alexander, “The
unsettled land: State making and the politics of land in Zimbabwe”; Delineation Reports on various parts of
the country have detailed these depositions as well; National Archives (NA), Harare, Reference $2929/6/1-9:
Delineation Reports, Bulilimamangwe District, Beitbridge, Matobo and Nkayi Districts, 1965.

35 EK Makombe, “A social history of town and country interactions: A study on the changing social life and
practices of rural-urban migrants in colonial Harare and Goromonzi, 1946-1979”, p. 18.
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officials and their agents to interfere in the daily life of communities.*

MM van Beusekom and DL Hodgson also argue that, despite claims to
address merely technical problems, the development agenda aimed for in the
post-Second World War era was “deeply intertwined with colonial imperatives
to order, control and compel the progress of the most backward subjects”.” 1
Yngstrom, in his study of conservationist policies in central Tanzania, argues
that, “within thediscourseof conservationistideology, Africanswere constructed
as unscientific exploiters with a poor understanding of the local ecology
and production techniques in contrast to colonial agricultural knowledge
generated from its Western scientific research base”.”® In the process of creating
an environment based on knowledge and technology, imported categories of
thought and techniques, Africans were constructed, as “unscientific exploiters
of the natural resources and their ecological knowledge were silenced”.”

Land, culture, religion and identity as tools of resistance

Chiefs Madlambuzi Ncube and Masendu Dube viewed the Act as a piece
of legislation that impinged on Kalanga culture and identity although this
identity was — as asserted earlier — fluid, malleable and dynamic. Central to
Kalanga identity was the land, which was considered to belong to the Kalanga
high god, Mwali/Ngwali*® It was therefore culturally taboo for the colonial
regime to tamper with land allocation.*' The refusal by the Kalanga chiefs to
comply with the demands of the NLHA should therefore be perceived as an
attempt by these chiefs to defend their culture and identity. Consequently,
this led to the demotion of Chief Madlambuzi Ncube and Chief Masendu
Dube.*

36 EK Makombe, A social history of town and country interactions. .., p. 18.

37 MM van Beusekom & DL Hodgson, “Lessons learned? Development experiences in the late colonial period”,
Journal of African History, 41(30), 2000, pp. 29-33.

38 1Yngstrom, “Representations of custom, social identity and environmental relations in Central Tanzania, 1926-
19507, W Beinart & ] McGregor (eds.), Social History and African Environments, p. 177.

39 A Fiona & D Mackenzie, Land, Ecology and Resistance in Kenya, 1880-1952 (Edinburgh, Edinburgh University
Press, 1998), p. 8.

40 Such arguments are still held by the Kalanga people. This was expressed during interviews in Madlambuzi
and Masendu areas: T Dube (Personal Collection PhD student, University of the Witwatersrand), interviews,
Sindalizwe Masendu Dube (Masendu chief), 11 March 2012; Baleni Dube (Headman under Chief Sindalizwe
Masendu Dube), 11 March 2012; Mazwaligwe Dube (Headman under Chief Masendu Dube), 11 March 2012.

41 T Dube (Personal Collection), interviews, Sindalizwe Masendu Dube (Chief Masendu), 11 March 2012; Baleni
Dube (Headman under Chief Sindalizwe Masendu Dube), 11 March 2012; Mazwaligwe Dube (Headman
under Chief Masendu Dube), 11 March 2012.

42 The most remembered Native Commissioner who served during the period of the implementation of the Act in
Bulilimamangwe District was Tapson.
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The NLHA was implemented in most areas of Bulilimamangwe district
around the early 1950s. To Kalanga chiefs such as Madlambuzi Ncube and
Masendu Dube, the Act represented a serious affront to Kalanga traditional
authority and identity as the chiefs’ responsibility of being custodians of the

land was suddenly erased.” The very idea of moving people who had lived
on the land for a long time was deeply opposed by these Kalanga chiefs who
argued that land actually belonged to the Kalanga god Ndzimu/ Mwali or
Ngwali, and not to the colonial rulers.** For example, Chief Masendu Dube
stated that the people lived by farming large fields because Ndzimu (Mwali)
chose what he wanted from his people.® They justified their resistance to
the Act on the grounds that it was also against Kalanga culture. The farming
of large fields can also be linked to socio-economic demands as most rural
inhabitants survive on subsistence farming. Therefore, besides ethnicity, these
Kalanga chiefs resisted the NLHA because of economic considerations as
well. They were opposed to the Act because it undermined their livelihoods.
Acts of resistance were also common in most areas of Zimbabwe such as in
Chiweshe among others.*

As opposition to the Act grew, old Kalanga songs were also used as a form
of cultural resistance against agricultural demonstrators who came to the
area.”’ In particular, the song Kubukalanga ndiko kanyi kwedu (Kalanga
land is my home) expressed the Kalanga rootedness in Bulilimamangwe
and their desire to uphold their customs and culture in the land of their
forefathers. Although the song had its roots during the Ndebele incursions
of the 1830s,% it became popular again in Madlambuzi and Masendu areas

43 As indicated above, state agents such as LDO and Land Demonstrators were tasked with land allocation and
distribution.

44 The Mwali/Ndzimu/ Mlimo cult has been viewed as a Kalanga although its origins can be traced to the Venda.
For more on the origins and ownership of the Mwali cult see, TO Ranger, “The meaning of ‘Mwali’, Rhodesian
History”, The Journal of the Central African Historical Association, 5, 1974, pp. 5-17; TO Ranger, Voices from the
rocks: Nature, culture and history in the Matopo Hills of Zimbabwe (Harare, Baobab Books, 1999).

45 Chief Masendu Dube alluded to this fact and his view was supported by many people form the area who argued
that to date people still possess a number of fields because it is a custom of the Kalanga to plough large fields.
T Dube (Personal Collection), interviews, Headman Mazwaligwa Dube (Headman under Chief Masendu
Dube), 11 March 2012; Lindiwe Mdongo (Headman under Chief Sindalizwe Masendu Dube), 11 March
2012; Belinah Sibanda (villager), 10 March 2012; Jele Khupe (Kalanga Activist), 13 March 2012.

46 LL Bessant, “Coercive development...”, The International Journal of Afvican Historical Studies, 25(1) 1992, pp. 39-65.

47 Agricultural demonstrators worked under the supervision of LDO and were of African origin. They were also
named abalimisi by the local people.

48 In this article the Ndebele incursions refer specifically to a period when the Ndebele people raided and occupied
the present day Kalanga areas in Bulilimamangwe.
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where it was directed to both the colonial regime and the Ndebele people.”

KubuKalanga, according to the Kalanga, does not necessarily refer to the
buildings, but to the totality of Kalanga existence as an independent ethnic
group.”’ Kubukalanga was therefore perceived as a peaceful home where
the Kalanga people could practice their own cultural practices and customs
without being answerable to anyone. Singing in Kalanga was itself a form of
cultural resistance as this can be perceived as an expression of the desire by the
Kalanga to preserve their language and to articulate their belonging in their
own language.

Chief Madlambuzi Ncube and the reaction to the NLHA/Amagandiya at
Mpimpila Reserve

Chief Madzete Madlambuzi Ncube is well known to have been one of the
first chiefs in Bulilimamangwe to resist the NLHA.”' He is remembered for
having refused the allocation of land by the Land Development Officers.
Chief Madlambuzi Ncube said, “I will not allow the alien people to reduce
the size of the land of my ancestors. We as Kalanga people refuse to be kept
by other people. I as chief of the people have the right of allocating land to
my people”.”* Here the Kalanga chief was resisting the NLHA on the basis of
Kalanga ownership of the land. Moreover, he viewed himself as the rightful
person to allocate the land according to Kalanga customs concerning land
allocation. The refusal to comply with the demands of the Act was based on
the chief’s appeal to Kalanga tradition over land. This was shared during the
author’s interviews, personal conversations with Nconyiwe Ncube, Headman
Grey Bango, and Payaya Dube who argued that — even now — in Kalanga
culture, the chief has the right to distribute land to the people.

Chief Madlambuzi Ncube also represented African people’s view over land
not only among the Kalanga but also in Shona and Ndebele world view. For
instance, prior to the advent of colonial rule in Zimbabwe, the prevailing

49 This was shared during the author’s informal discussions with the informants interviewed in Masendu and
Madlambuzi.

50 The view was shared during my interviews with Kalanga people from various parts of the Bulilimamangwe
district who adhere to Kalanga ethnic identification, T Dube (Personal Collection), interviews, Jele Khupe
(Kalanga Activist), 13 March 2012, John Tshuma (Villager), December 2011; Lisa Dube (Villager), 20 June
2011; Manyangwa Dube (Chief Wosana), 13 March 2012; Gogo NakaKheni Moyo (Elder), 21 December
2011.

51 NA, Harare, Land husbandry Act, Bulilimamangwe District; T Dube (Personal Collection), interviews, Baleni Dube
(Headman under Chief Sindalizwe Masendu Dube), 11 March 2012; Tseyamu Ncube (Elder), 10 March 2012.

52 T Dube (Personal Collection), interviews, Nconyiwe Ncube (the late chief’s wife), 10 March 2012; Tseyamu
Ncube (Elder), 10 March 2012.
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African land tenure system vested land rights in a corporate group which had
overriding rights over those of the individual. The king or chief served as the
trustee who allocated land to newcomers and ensured that its use was in line

with the traditional land tenure formula.® Chiefs also acted as important
intermediaries between their constituencies and the spiritual world. The
traditional land tenure system accepted that land rights were inalienable.
Land belonged to the living, to the unborn as well as to the dead.* Therefore,
no member of a group could sell or transfer land to an outsider as land was
considered a natural endowment. His resistance and refusal to comply with
land allocation as stipulated in the Act was largely influenced by these views
over land and the role of the chief as an intermediary between the Kalanga
and the spiritual world.

Nconyiwe Ncube, the wife of the late Chief Madlambuzi said that when the
LDO visited, Chief Madlambuzi Ncube was beaten up by his people who
shouted “away with amagandiya” >> Commenting on this same incident, Elijah
Ndebele, a Village Head noted: “We believed that by beating up the chief,
abalimisi would be convinced that we the Kalanga of Madlambuzi did not
want amagandiya” >® Chief Madlambuzi Ncube resisted the implementation
of the NLHA not only in his area but also influenced the neighbouring
Kalanga people to refuse amagandiya. One old man who is now settled at
Madlambuzi related that he was initially staying in Gonde area and only
settled in Madlambuzi during the amagandiya period. He said:*

I was staying in Gonde area when the NLHA was introduced.
Chief Madlambuzi Ncube called me to settle in Madlambuzi because
he was against the NLHA. We as Kalanga people united with our
chief Madlambuzi and resisted the implementation of amagandiya.

Accordingly, this man was called to settle at Madlambuzi by the chief in
order to escape destocking and magandiya. In this way, they believed that by

53 A Cheater, “Africa: The ideology of ‘communal’ land tenure in Zimbabwe: Mythogenesis enacted?”, Journal of
the International African Institute, 60(2) 1990, pp. 188-206.

54 M Chanock, Law, custom and social order (Cambridge, University Press, 1985); HV Moyana, 7he political
economy of land in Zimbabwe (Gweru, Mambo Press, 1984); RH Palmer, “Aspects of Rhodesian land policy
1890-1936”, CAHA Local Series 22, Salisbury: Central African Historical Association, 1968; C Bullock, 7he
Mashona (Cape Town, Juta, 1928).

55 'The incident was recalled by many interviewees in Madlambuzi area who also participated during the incidence.
T Dube (Personal Collection), interviews, Elijah Ndebele (Kraal Head), 18 March 2012; Grey Ndlovu
(Headman under Chief Madlambuzi Ncube), 10 March 2012; Nconyiwe Ncube (Wife of the late Chief
Madlambuzi), 10 March 2012; Payaya Dube (Elder), 10 March 2012; Pius Ncube (Villager), 10 March 2012.

56 T Dube (Personal Collection), interview, Elijah Ndebele (Kraal Head), 18 March 2012.

57 T Dube (Personal Collection), interview, Tseyamu Ncube (Villager), 10 March 2012.
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uniting as Kalanga people they would be able to resist the colonial demands
of the NLHA and also maintain their Kalanga identity. The Act was not
implemented and Chief Madlambuzi Ncube was demoted in 1951 and
replaced by Chief Mpini Ndiweni. The installing of Chief Mpini Ndiweni
was in itself an imposition of a kind of cultural hegemony which sought to
undermine Kalanga traditional leadership. Mpini Ndiweni was an Ndebele
who were considered to be the late comers in Bulilimamangwe. It is therefore
not surprising that Madlambuzi Ncube challenged the powers of Chief Mpini
during this period. He is remembered for having refused to attend Chief
Mpini’s courts and also influenced his kraal heads to boycott Mpini’s meetings.
Despite Madlambuzi’s deposition, the Kalanga continued to observe him as
their chief. This was expressed in the 1965 Delineation Report which said:*®

Thearrangement to replace Madzete with Mpini has proved to be incompatible
with the requirements of the Madlambuzi people and tribal custom. The
people are unable to see how the Government could completely abolish the
chieftainship and impose a “foreign chief” rather than install the heir Madzete.

After he assumed the headman’s position, Madlambuzi was not paid for
his duties and he ended up seeking refuge in Botswana.” The above serves
to show that resistance to the Act especially in the Bulilimamangwe district
aroused ethnic solidarity among the Kalanga people.

Chief Masendu Dube and the reaction to the NLHA/Amagandiya at
Mpimpila Reserve

The cultural resistance also characterised the resistance to the implementation
of the NLHA in the Nata Reserve under Chief Masendu Dube. The
forms of cultural resistance were largely shaped by Kalanga world view
on land, cattle possession, religion and chieftainship. The period of the
implementation of the NLHA is best remembered as “the time of Sandlana”
(Grispan), a Land Development Officer from the Plumtree District Offices
who was in charge of the implementation of the Act in the northern parts
of Bulilimamangwe district. He was nick-named Sandlana because his left
hand was shorter than his right hand. In 1951, Sandlana erected a fence

58 NA, Harare, Reference $2929/6/2: Delineation Report Bulilimamangwe District, 1965.

59 T Dube (Personal Collection), interview, Elijah Ndebele (Kraal Head), 18 March 2012. Interviewees from
Madlambuzi area also argued that Madlambuzi fled to Botswana after failing to comply with the demands of the
NLHA, T Dube (Personal Collection), interview, Nconyiwe Ncube (Wife of the late Chief Madlambuzi), 10
March 2012; Belinah Sibanda (Villager), 10 March 2012; Grey Ndlovu (Headman under Chief Madlambuzi
Ncube), 10 March 2012.
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in the area that had been used by Masendu people as a grazing area for
their cattle. The fence stretched from Tokwana to Mabhongwane passing
through Masendu. This was done as part of the demands of the NLHA.
Chief Masendu Dube and his people however continued grazing their cattle
freely as they had done before and refused to conform to the demands of
the colonial official over the land of their ancestors. The chief himself cut
the fence, a veritable demonstration of his utter aversion to the NLHA.
One can argue that the cutting of the fence was an act to demonstrate Kalanga
rootedness and ownership of the land in the area. The chief saw himself as the
custodian of the land and hence this informed his aversion to the erection of
the fence. He also got support from his subjects who continued to graze their
cattle in the restricted grazing land. The Kalanga people’s support to their
chief was reiterated by Headman Mazwaligwe Dube who said:*!

I remember in the days of colonial rule when Chief Masendu Dube cut
Sandlana’sfenceand allowed the people to graze their cattle across Tekwane River,
we listened to our chiefand supported him during the difficult days of Sandlana.

The refusal to comply with the Act also took the form of violence where
Sandlana was beaten up by old women at the dipping tank after being accused
of forcing the people to destock. Cattle were usually confiscated at the dip
tank. The dip attendant would just tell a person that he was forced to sell his
cattle because they had been termed mangweni, literally meaning the cow had
to be sold.> According to Zenzo Herbert Nkomo, a resident of Madlambuzi,
“if one’s cattle were marked mangweni, they were supposed to be sold to the
whites at meagre prices”.®® If a cow had a calf, that calf would not be paid for
as it was argued that it was accompanying its mother and could not be sold
separately. As retaliation to the Act, the Kalanga would not send their cattle
to the dip-tank where they were highly likely to be confiscated. In addition,
destocking also tempered with Kalanga customs on inheritance. In line with
this, the minutes of Bulilimamangwe Council stated, “Without our cattle we

feel there is no security and we would have no inheritance to hand on to our
children”.*4

60 T Dube (Personal Collection), interview, Sindalizwe Masendu Dube (Chief), 11 March 2012.

61 T Dube (Personal Collection), interview, Mazwaligwe Dube (Headman under Chief Masendu Dube), 11
March 2012.

62 This was shared during the interviews with Sindalizwe Dube (Chief), 11 March 2012, and headman Mazwaligwe
Dube (Headman under Chief Masendu Dube), 11 March 2012.

63 T Dube (Personal Collection), interview, Zenzo Herbert Nkomo (Elder), 10 March 2012.

64 NA, Harare, Reference $2793/4: Minutes of Bulilimamangwe Nata Council meeting, 1967.
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Although the defence of Kalanga culture and identity was a driving force
behind the Masendu people’s resistance to dip-tanks, similar developments
were recorded in regard to dipping in other parts of the country such as
Umtali Veterinary District, Makoni District and that resistance to dipping
had started in the Tandi, Weya, Chikore, Chiduku and Makoni Tribal Trust
Lands.® The dip-tanks, now perceived to be centers of exploitation, became
targets of the people’s wrath. Many were thus destroyed in the process. They
had become centres of exploitation as cattle were confiscated by dip tank
attendants, with the cattle owners given a meagre price for their livestock. The
Masendu dip tank was also one of the dip tanks that suffered in the 1950s.

The dip-tank attendants at Masendu Dip-tank also found themselves at the
receiving end of the local people’s rage. Anger directed at the exploitative nature
of the provisions of the NLHA was demonstrated by both men and women.
According to Chief Sindalizwe Masendu Dube, women played a pivotal role
during the NLHA.® One can argue that the response by women was driven by
their desire to preserve their culture as they viewed cattle as a symbol of wealth
amongst the Kalanga. Moreover the frontal attacks also contribute to the way in
which violence was used by the “weak” to challenge hegemony.

Besides being a source of livelihood, cattle were an important existential
aspect of the Kalanga. First and foremost, it was believed that cattle belonged
to Ndzimu, Kalanga ancestral spirits. This was demonstrated by the presence
of a black bull in most Kalanga families. The bull represented the Kalanga
ancestors; hence the bull was called basekbulu, which means ancestors. Most
Kalanga informants argued that there are many Kalanga families who still
keep the black bull despite the encroachment and influence of Christianity.
The view was also shared by the Ndebele in Bulilimamangwe such as Qedisani
Dube-Ndiweni and Chief Ndife Ndiweni who argued that the “pure” Kalanga
are identified by the keeping of the black bull.”” Nonetheless, this custom of
keeping the black bull is not documented in scholarly writings. In some areas,
it was reported that the dip attendants would even confiscate the black bull.
As the bull symbolised the Kalanga’s beliefs and practices, its confiscation by
the colonial authorities was challenged through boycotting dip tanks where
this bull could be confiscated. The confiscation of the bull thus presented a

»

65 W Mwatwara, “A history of state veterinary services and African livestock regimes in colonial Zimbabwe ...
(PhD, Stellenbosch University, 2014), p. 221.

66 T Dube (Personal Collection), interview, Sindalizwe Masendu Dube (Chief Masendu), 11 March 2012.

67 T Dube (Personal Collection), interviews, Allen Bhidi Moyo (Villager), 10 April 2012; Manyangwa Dube
(Chief Wosana), 13 March 2012.
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serious affront to Kalanga customs and identity, which the Kalanga resisted.
Furthermore, cattle were also slaughtered for ritual purposes and oblations for
Muwalil Ngwali. 'The reduction in the number of cattle therefore meant that
it was going to be difficult for the Kalanga to appease their ancestor through
slaughtering cattle. In this way, destocking under the NLHA impinged on
Kalanga culture and identity.

Land allocation according to the demands of the Act was also seriously
challenged by Chief Masendu Dube who also influenced his headman,
Baleni Dube of Muke village to oppose the implementation of the NLHA.
Accordingly, the LDOs re-allocated land that had previously belonged to
people of Muke village. Headman Baleni refused to be re-allocated the land
and argued that his ancestors had been farming on the land for a long time,
so he declared that he was not going anywhere.®® Baleni said, “I refused to
be re-allocated my own piece of land which I got from my ancestors. It was
against Kalanga culture”.®” He continued ploughing on his piece of land and
when the Land Development officers came to arrest him he said, “I will go
to jail but my children will harvest my crops and I will continue ploughing
when I come back”. The LDOs never arrested him and he continued farming
on his piece of land. While it cannot be doubted that the reduction of land
under the NLHA posed a challenge to peoples’ livelihood, it is important to
stress here how the Kalanga in particular viewed it as cultural hegemony. They
refused to comply with the Act in order to preserve their customs on land
allocation and the role of the chief as a custodian of the land.

Freedom ploughing as a form of cultural resistance and the end of
Magandiya in Nata and Mpimbila Reserves

By 1960, most people in Bulilimamangwe district had abandoned the states’
technocratic policies and began to farm in the manner that appealed to them,
known as kurima madiro (or “freedom ploughing”). It is important to stress
that in Mpimpila and Nata reserves, freedom ploughing demonstrated the
refusal by the Kalanga chiefs and their subjects to abide by the new farming
norms imposed by the state. It can be argued that in these reserves, land and
chieftainship played a pivotal role in resisting the land allocation patterns
as stipulated in the NLHA. Mwatwara argues that freedom ploughing was

68 T Dube (Personal Collection), interview, Baleni Dube (Headman under Chief Sindalizwe Masendu Dube), 11
March 2012.

69 T Dube (Personal Collection), interview, Baleni Dube Baleni Dube (Headman under Chief Sindalizwe
Masendu Dube), 11 March 2012.
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an ideology of individual freedom to counter technocratic intervention
characterised by the indiscriminate opening up of new lands by individuals
and households.”” Nyambara also states that in Gokwe Reserve, Africans
referred to freedom farming as madiro alNkomo (Nkomo’s freedom), the leader
of Zimbabwe African People’s Union (ZAPU) who encouraged Africans to
protest against the colonial state by embarking on freedom farming, which
literally meant ploughing in disregard to NLHA allocations and regulations,
locally referred.”!

Nonetheless, freedom farming was not unique to Bulilimamangwe.
Drinkwater observes the same in his study of land use in the Midlands
region.”> As has been indicated above, although, freedom farming was a way
of resisting the demands of the NLHA, in Bulilimamangwe, freedom farming
was embedded in Kalanga customs on land use. According to the Kalanga, the
land belonged to their high God and was kept by the chiefs. Therefore denying
the Kalanga access to their ancestral land was considered to be undermining
Muwali, the epitome of Kalanga identity, hence a threat to Kalanga culture
and identity. Freedom ploughing therefore was meant to demonstrate that
the Kalanga were ready to defend that culture and religion through farming
without any limitation in the land of their ancestors. In this way, Kalanga
chiefs and their subjects saw freedom farming as a way of preserving their
Kalanga identity. For example, the resistance offered by Madlambuzi and
Masendu demonstrated that they also wanted to defend their culture.
The Chief Native Commissioner (CNC) observed that the Masendu and
Madlambuzi people were ploughing all over the place disregarding allocated
land.” Interviewees from both Masendu and Madlambuzi areas argued that
they continued farming on their pieces of land and disregarded the demands
of the Act in defence of Kalanga culture and identity.”*

70 W Mwatwara, A history of state veterinary services and African livestock regimes in colonial Zimbabwe ..., p. 218.

71 PS Nyambara, “Immigrants, traditional leaders and the Rhodesian state: The power of ‘communal’ land tenure
and the politics of land acquisition in Gokwe, Zimbabwe, 1963-1979”, Journal of Southern Afvican Studies,
27(4) 2001, p. 782.

72 M Drinkwater, “Technical development and peasant impoverishment: Land use policy in Zimbabwe’s Midlands
Province”, Journal of Southern Afvican Studies, 15(2), 1989, pp. 287-305; PS Nyambara, “Immigrants, traditional
leaders and ...”, Journal of Southern Afvican Studies, 27(4) 2001, p. 782.

73 NA, Harare, Reference $2808/1/7: The land Husbandry Act, Bulilimamangwe, 1956.

74 The view was shared during my interviews in Masendu and Madlambuzi areas, T Dube (Personal Collection),
interview Mazwaligwe Dube, Masendu, 11 March 2012, Chief Sindalizwe Masendu Dube, Masendu, 11
March 2012; Headman Mazwaligwe Dube, Masendu area, 11 March 2012, Zenzo Herbert Nkomo (Elder), 10
March 2012; Payaya Dube (Elder), 10 March 2012; Pius Ncube (Villager), 10 March 2012.
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Moreover, migrant workers working in Johannesburg also defied the
prescribed technocratic farming policies by indulging in ploughing on the
unallocated lands when they returned to their homes. It was also reported
that in Nata West Reserve “hundreds” of people were cultivating illegally
all over the place. Efforts to punish the “illegal cultivators” proved fruitless.
For example, it was reported that in 1960, the people at Nata East Reserve
refused the individual allocation and the chief expressed in a meeting that the
cultivators would return to the old system of tribal allocation. Some people
even preferred to be imprisoned rather than complying with the demands of
the NLHA. In 1961, between 50 and 100 people from Bulilimamangwe North
(mostly areas under Chief Madlambuzi Ncube and Masendu Dube) were
prosecuted for rebelling against the NLHA.” Those prosecuted mainly ranged
from those that were ploughing outside the beacons, ploughing grass strips, to
those people from Johannesburg who ploughed unallocated land.” 7%e Daily
News also reported the growing unrest and dissatisfaction in the rural areas
over the NLHA. According to 7he Daily News recommendations, a serious
attempt was to be made to bring satisfaction to the rural people.””

Besides the problem of the resistant Kalanga chiefs, the government had
also to deal with the corruption of LDOs as well as those said to possess
land rights at their homes and the areas in which they worked. In this case
LDOs used their roles to their advantage as they further robbed the Africans
off their land. These complaints were raised by the Kalanga who seemed
aggrieved that the land of their ancestors was being allocated to “foreigners”.
It can therefore be argued that more than anything else, freedom ploughing
demonstrated the government’s failure to succeed in subjugating the Kalanga
on the basic level of imposing new agrarian lifeways. It is significant, in this
regard, how the Kalanga used the word “foreigner” strategically in order to
assert their agrarian autochthony at a time when the government sought to
undermine them. Above all, these were forms of cultural resistance effectively
deployed by the Kalanga communities in Nata and Mpimbila reserves. As a
result, the colonial state failed to implement the NLHA in areas such as those
under Chief Madlambuzi Ncube and Masendu Dube’s jurisdiction.”® Both
Chiefs worked hand in glove with their people to resist land allocation. Their

75 NA, Harare, Reference $2808/1/7: The land Husbandry Act, Bulilimamangwe, 1956.

76 The Daily News, 30 March 1961, p. 5. The Act was meant to stabilise the rural population to put an end to
labour migration. On the other hand, migrant labourers totally objected to being deprived of their rural base
and security, which was the land.

77 The Daily News, 30 March 1961, p. 5.

78 NA, Harare, Reference $2929/6/2: Delineation Report Bulilimamangwe District, 1965.
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resistance to the Act was as much about defending Kalanga land and Kalanga
chieftainship as it was about the assertion and articulation of Kalanga identity.

Conclusion

Although the implementation of the Native Land Husbandry Act was
resisted in most parts of Zimbabwe, the resistance to this Act by Chiefs
Madlambuzi Ncube and Masendu Dube took a different form and can be
viewed as cultural resistance that sought to challenge colonial hegemonic
policies by asserting Kalanga rootedness in Bulilimamangwe District. The
article has shown that the forms of cultural resistance drew upon Kalanga
identity, land, chieftainship and the centrality of Ngwalil Mwali religion.
The deposition of the two chiefs following their resistance to implement the
Act and the installation of an Ndebele chief, Mpini Ndiweni strengthened
the ethnic identity of the two chiefs and their subjects who unequivocally
refused to accept Chief Mpini Ndiweni in their communities. In offering a
new inflection on established literature, the article complicated the analysis
of resistance to the NLHA by deploying the concept of cultural resistance
which was driven by the two chiefs and their subjects. Above all, the case
of Chief Madlambuzi Ncube and Chief Masendu Dube specifically departs
from the analyses which privilege the colonial rulers as significantly shaping
and promoting ethnic identities in Zimbabwe.

Appendix 1

The Ndiweni chieftainship

Tsamayi Ndiweni
1 1
Nyika Ndabakayena
+ A B
Wasi Mpini
i
Samuel Fanyana

Source: Author, 15 January 2014.
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Appendix 2
Madlambuzi Chieftainship

Sidambe Ncube
-
Lukana (Madlambuzi )
1
Nzwaligwe Madlambuzi

1

v

Sundilanwa
1
Madzete Madlambuzi
4

Jesse Madlambuzi

4
Patrick Hapitshula Madlambuzi

Source: Author, 15 January 2014.

Appendix 3

Masendu Dube chieftainship

Mposwe Masendu Dube
+
Mathafeni Masendu
+
Sidakwa Masendu
{
Murapelo Masendu
+
Thapelo Masendu
1
Major Masendu
+
Tshitsho Washington
+
Sindalizwe Masendu Dube

Source: Author, 15 January 2014.
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Send books for review, and book reviews to:

Book Review Editor (New Contree)

Mr Charl Blignaut
North-West University (Potchefstroom Campus)

charl.blignaut@nwu.ac.za

The New Contree Journal publishes reviews of significant books that are re-
levant to historians. Book reviews are written on invitation from the office of
the review editor, but unsolicited reviews may also be considered. New Contree
has an interdisciplinary outlook and welcomes suggestions of historically sig-
nificant works written by scholars in other disciplines. The review should be
submitted to the review editor within two months of receipt of the book. If this
deadline cannot be met, a mutually agreeable alternative date can be negotiated.
If it becomes impossible to review the book, it should be returned to the review
editor. All reviews will be submitted to the members of the editorial board be-
fore acceptance for publication.

Contents and additional (or book) references

The review should summarize what is important in the book, and critique its
substance. The reviewer should assess the extent to which the author achieves
the stated aim of the book. It is important that the reviewer should engage
the material instead of simply reporting the book’s contents. For this reason,
the reviewer should try to avoid summations of book chapters or the separate
contributions in an edited collection. Instead, the reviewer should assess the
ways in which chapters and contributions are relevant to the overall context
of the book. Reviews should be written in a style that is accessible to a wide
and international audience.

Any use of references or additional references from other sources must be
informed on in footnote style.

Format

The review should generally be between 800 and 1 200 words, and should
include as little bibliographic data as possible. When necessary, use page re-
ferences for quotations in the text of the review and provide complete bib-
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liographic details of the source. The review should begin with a heading that
includes all the bibliographic data. The elements of the heading should be

arranged in the order presented in the following example:

The early mission in South Africa/Die vroeé sending in Suid-Afrika, 1799-1819.
Pretoria: Protea Book House, 2005, 272 pp., map, chronology, bibl., index.
ISBN: 1-9198525-42-8. By Karel Schoeman.

Do not indent the first line of the first paragraph, but indent the first line
of all successive paragraphs. Use double spacing for the entire review. Add
your name and institutional affiliation at the end of the review. Accuracy of
content, grammar, spelling, and citations rests with the reviewer, and we en-
courage you to check these before submission. Reviews may be transmitted
electronically as a Word file attachment to an email to the review editor. If
you have additional questions, please contact the Book Review Editors.

Portraits of Colonial Natal

(Reach Publishers, Westville, 2017, 278pp.
ISBN: 9780620755153)

Duncan Du Bois

Athambile Masola
University of Pretoria

Athambile.masola@up.ac.za

Portraits of Colonial Natal is a troubling book. The author states his posi-
tion in the introduction that this book is a response to the decolonial project
because he believes that “colonisation was good in parts, but the decolonisers
shy away from conceding that. In any event, history without context degener-
ates into propaganda’ (p. 13). The book reads as an apologetics on behalf of
colonialism. This is a dangerous, if not a brazenly white supremacist position
to take given the conversations happening in South Africa. Furthermore, it
begs the question, who is Du Bois’s audience?

The rest of the book is a collection of “portraits” of the colonial Natal written
as overviews of the various key moments and development. It is curious to
track the references to Indians and Africans in the narrative Du Bois paints.
While black people appear as flat characters — they are simply tribesmen who
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“preformed a vibrant war dance on the beach” (p. 107) when welcoming the
Norwegian settlers — in the seemingly simplistic narrative of conquest, Indi-
ans cause “intolerance towards the ‘intrusion’ of Indian settlers. Disdain to-
wards Indians as settlers was a reality since the early 1880s across colonial Na-
tal. Just weeks after Natal entered the Union dispensation in 1910, a petition
was launched in Umkomaas against the issuing of further trading licences
to Indians...Unfortunately such sentiments prevailed far into the union and
beyond” (p. 91). This extract illustrates Du Bois’s tone-deafness when writing
about racism in colonial Natal. This tone-deafness continues throughout the
book which is further illustrated in the manner with which Du Bois employs
the word “kaffir” in the chapter “A sketch of Alfred County and Port Shep-

»
stone .

Du Bois has set himself the impossible task of writing these portraits as
though they can be neutral or even provide some enlightenment about the
positive aspects of colonialism. While other historians have tried to do the
same in the past — a tradition Du Bois sees himself as a part of — there has
been enough documentation about colonialism that does not shy away from
the complexities of conquest. Historical narratives such as Du Bois” would
have us duped into thinking that South Africans should be grateful the set-
tlers came. The challenge with settler mentality like Du Bois is that it lacks
an imagination. Implied in his book is an alignment with Helen Zille’s ideas
about the development that came along with colonialism (the roads, bridges,
transport etc). This belief that these were the good fruits of colonialism misses
the point that Africa could have had a different and more prosperous future
without the so-called development that came with white supremacist vio-
lence. Colonialism hijacked the future from Africans because it was premised
on an encounter that believed that the people and places they discovered were
backward and primitive.

Chapter 10, Seztler Security, Insecurity and Solidarity is worth quoting at length:

Although settlers enjoyed political and military control, there were factors
that rendered them vulnerable. These included their proximity to the reserves
set aside by Shepstone exclusively for African residence and the fear of unrest
or even attack emanating from those reserves. As a safeguard, settler volunteer
groups or rifle associations were established across the colony. A spirit of com-
munity and settler solidarity was the corollary of those associations (p. 188).

The chapter continues to explain the need for the indentured labourers be-
cause the cheap labour from the Africans was unpopular. The chapter also
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outlines the strategies by the settler administration to address their insecuri-
ties and vulnerabilities which ensured more repression of the African com-
munity. The chapter includes the resistance and the battles waged by the Afri-
cans such as Isandlwana and Bhambhatha. Du Bois paints the schemes of the
colonial administration as though their actions were justified. The growth of
the rifle associations highlights the role of ordinary people who were involved
in upholding the security of white settlers. While the big men of history are
given prominence in the narrative, Du Bois attempts to highlight the role of
civic organisations which entrenched colonialism. This is an important con-
tribution but Du Bois does not take it to its logical conclusion of elaborating
on the role played by ordinary settlers in relation to the usual grand narratives
featuring a few prominent names.

While Du Bois tries to discuss the politics of discrimination and white su-
premacy in colonial Natal in the chapter “The Coolie Curse”— which analy-
ses “The Indian question” — it rings hollow as someone who would have
readers believe that Shepstone was simply a man of his time. One such glaring
example the extent to which the names of the settler administrators appear
throughout the text. With exception of a handful of names of the Indian
and African population, no other names appear. The book would have us
believe that barring a few prominent characters, the Africans were passive
recipients of colonialism. Names are important when writing about history as
they tell us who matters in this saga. Except for one chapter, women are also
erased from this narrative. They form part of the usual “women and children
discourse” which is a patriarchal outlook on the presence of women in the
colonial project.

Du Bois sets himself the challenging task of writing history to respond to
the decolonisers’ clarion call. His collection begs the old question: what is
the purpose of history in understanding the present and the future? Further-
more, historical narratives are constantly being contested and Du Bois book
of simply collecting his writings without an acknowledgement of the feminist
perspective leaves the book wanting. The saving grace of this text is that it
maps out the extent of the repression in colonial Natal. While there is a level
of amnesia about the extent of colonialism, this text is helpful in understand-
ing that English colonialism was the kind of foundation needed in order for
apartheid to become the next logical step in 1948. Historians who are experts
in this area will do well in reading the book and responding to the contribu-
tion it makes to the scholarship of settler colonialism. It would be interesting
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to hear from them whether this book advances the conversation about the
complexities of the colonial project or whether it is simply a reflection of
some of the attitudes that should be left in the past. The decolonisers would
do well in reading this book as it will bolster their cause even more. It be more
evidence for the need for white South Africans to account for the land ques-
tion and the dispossession of African people.

Writing the Ancestral River. A biography of the Kowie

(Wits University Press, Johannesburg, 2018, 193 pp.
ISBN: 978-1-77614-187-6)

Jacklyn Cock

Christo Engelbrecht
Microbistory Network

christoengelbrecht01 @gmail.com

In telling the story of the Kowie River, Professor Jacklyn Cock concen-
trates on three different moments in the Kowie River’s history through
the processes of ecological degradation and racialised dispossession: the
battle of Grahamstown (1819); the harbor development (1821-1870s),
and the development of the upmarket marina on the Kowie River in
Port Alfred (1989). Against the backdrop of hydro political analyses, such
matrix makes good sense since it carries a normative scope that includes
the historian’s passions, intentions and motivations. Cock made her’s clear.

Ecological considerations are topical in today’s global village as Environmen-
tal Sciences world-wide grapple with the issues they investigate. Writing
the Ancestral River gives excellent examples of History making productive
contributions to Environmental Humanities. The contributions here, in-
clude the high-up-on-the-agenda themes of racial dispossession of the
Eastern Cape’s indigenous populations by white settlers. Cock refers to
Tim Keegan for whom the annexation of the Province of Queen Ad-
elaide “was simply a ‘gigantic land grab™” (p. 95). This resembles populist
language in the currentland expropriation without compensation debate
in South Africa.
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The most fundamental point in Cock’s book is that the Battle of Gra-
hamstown is seen as of decisive importance in the history of the Kowie
River. It was a battle “in the claim of the Xhosa to their land” (p. 53).
More profoundly, “[i]t is widely acknowledged by historians that this
event was a turning point in South African history” (p. 51). Suffice to
generalize that historians are fond of identifying turning points in his-
tory. According to Cock, a new mode of accumulation (p.55) emerged:
settler capitalism. Not only was William Cock (great-great-grandfather
to Jacklyn Cock) credited for developing the Kowie harbor, he was also
a pioneer of settler capitalism (p.71). But Cock does not write about
William CocK’s first five years as a farmer, his failed crops, material loss
at the hands of the local populations, or floods before he bought his
first vessel in 1826. Neither about the severe loses he endured during
the Sixth, Seventh and Eight frontier wars of 1834-1853.

As a side comment, there are a number of much earlier examples
of settler capitalists before William Cock arrived in South Africa in
1820. It would also do no harm to take the view of Noél Mostert
that the Battle of Grahamstown “was the most significant battle of the
nineteenth century in South Africa” (p. 54-55), or Stephen Kay’s refer-
ence “to the unrighteous conduct of colonists ... towards the defenceless
natives” (p. 63. Emphasis added) on research review. The same holds
true for the use of words such as “pathetic” (p. 42), “foolish pride” (p.
56) and “maximum force” (p.59) even in their respective contexts, or,
the hypothesis that “[t]he dominant concern today is the control and
management of rivers, ignoring most of the wild species that depend
on them” (p. 30).

Professor Cock is well placed for the task at hand. There is, for in-
stance, her personal “connection” with or “closeness” to the Kowie River.
For some readers, this might be too “close to home” but her “personal
account of what the river presents” (p.4) to her, “connects a personal
and collective memory, the social and the ecological, the sacred and the
profane, in both the honouring and the abuse of nature” (p.4). We also
read: “[t]he story of the Kowie River has been more than an intellec-
tual engagement. It is both a memoir and pacan to place, a love story
disguised as a social and environmental history” (p. 5).

Such personal revelations place a high premium on the historical
method, because Cock’s intellectual, physical and emotional journeys
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want to unravel social political economic and macro-ecological problems
(p. 9) through asking “big” questions. Together with these “motivations”
(pp- 1-13) is a long list of questions that Cock (pp. 9-10) wants to
answer, in which lies a not so obvious but important value of this
study — the rich potential to conduct future micro-historical studies of
all three “moments”.

South African historiography is a dynamic field of study, full with
varying interpretations and classifications: Writing the Ancestral River
makes an important addition. From a semantic and historiographical
perspective, “Kaffir wars”, became “frontier wars”, became “Xhosa wars”,
became “Hundred Years War” or in Cock’s words “wars of dispossession”
(p. 3) with distinctions between “episodic cattle raids and skirmishers
rather than dramatic confrontations between armed protagonists’ [...]
harassment, rather than warfare [...] fundamentally a sustained guerrilla
struggle” (p. 40). Similarly, Makhanda is credited as “an early freedom
fighter” and William Cock “a pioneer of settler capitalism” (pp. 69 and
71) or George McCall Theal and George Cory were referred to as colonial
historians (pp. 57 and 58). Similarly, Martin Legassick not mentioned as
a revisionist historian or Hermann Giliomee as an Afrikaner historian.

In line with CocK’s objectives of this study, her descriptions of the
river itself, are packed with relevant and interesting examples. The im-
portant thing about this chapter is that it presents an excellent backdrop
against which ecological degradation or ecocide and racialised dispos-
session and genocide were convincingly connected with colonialism (p.
127). In both instances William Cock was found to be deeply involved,
driven by “self-interest” (p. 94).

Professor Cock penned William Cock as “certainly a controversial fig-
ure” (p. 77): a honourable member of the colonial legislative council, a
man with a powerful presence, with a large house that “dominated the
lictle village” (p. 78). As an entrepreneur he belonged to “a settler elite
who promotes the violent dispossession of the land and livelihoods of
the indigenous population”, father of the marina, with heroic confronta-
tions with forces of nature (p.11). William Cock received land, supplied
the military establishment (p. 71), was a colonial administrator, owned a
collection of boats, and traded with the Cape, St. Helena and Mauritius
(p. 77). A man of great enterprise and perseverance, “a pioneer in the
development of South Africa’s export business” [...], “few could “match
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him in ability and energy or match all he accomplished for the devel-
opment of the country”, was “self-interested or [...] a war profiteer” yet
a man of unshakeable character, with great integrity, a deep-rooted sense
of justice, deeply religious and who gave to churches (p. 80).

In 1852 the Cape governor approved plans to improve the harbor and
the Kowie Harbour Improvement Company was formed. Cock was a
director. When the company was dissolved in 1870, the government
took over the control of the harbor’s development until 1886. By all
accounts the 1870s were the busiest period of the harbor but by 1886
it failed. “The most plausible reason is no doubt the sedimentation of
the Kowie” wrote Cock (p. 89. Emphasis added), but the “most convine-
ing argument for the failure” was a lack of enormous capital required
for maintenance (p. 90).

Cock’s treatment of settler capitalism and environmental justice — or ac-
cording to her, “the false binary between “nature” and “society” (p. 137),
deserves concluding observations. She is correct that the Anthropocene
does not capture the pain and immediacy of environmental destruction
(p. 142). This is in line with modern thinking about capitalism as world-
ecology. In other words, we do not live in the geological time of the
Holocene, not even the Anthropocene, but in the Capitalocene. Thus:
settler capitalism is not an economic system; it is not a social system: it
is a way of organizing nature human and non-human nature alike. This
makes settler capital (economy) and the environment interdependent.
And in this sense settler capitalism as a world-ecology, joins also William
Cock’s accumulation of capital, his pursuit of power and as co-producer
(-destructor) of nature, in dialectical unity.

Writing the Ancestral River is a must-read for those wanting to find
out about new learning towards a shared future of humanity in nature
and nature in humanity. Hopefully one day, we will be able to break
with the binary of apartheid/neocolonialism-interpretation of the South
African past and answer “big” questions outside that box. Just maybe
the gap between environmentally-inclined social scientists and empirical
world environmental historians presents an opportunity to better under-
stand the humanity-in-nature and capitalism-in-human dialectic.
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Wit Terroriste: Afrikaner-saboteurs in die Ossewabrandwagjare
(Tafelberg, Kaapstad, 2018. ISBN 978-0-624-08158-6)
Albert Blake

Anna la Grange
Noordwes-Universiteit
anna.lagrange@yahoo.com

Wit Terroriste: Afrikaner-saboteurs in die Ossewabrandwagjare raak ’n paar be-
langrike aspekte van die klimaat binne Suid-Afrika tydens die Tweede Werel-
doorlog aan. Die Suid-Afrikaanse geskiedenis bevat verskeie patrone wat dik-
wels in vreemde wyses herhaal. Blake slaag deeglik daarin om een van hierdie
patrone uit te wys. In die “nuwe Suid-Afrika” is dit maklik om te vergeet
dat lank voor die ANC vryheidsvegters terreurdade gepleeg het, daar ook wit
saboteurs was wat vir byna dieselfde vryheidsideale geveg het. Blake se doel
is om Afrikanerterreur tydens die Ossewabrandwagjare te kontekstualiseer en
“tot op die been oop te vlek” (p. 12-13). Blake poog verder om die individu-
ele Afrikaners wat betrokke was by terreurveldtogte beter te verstaan en “om
in die koppe” van sulke individue in te klim (p. 13). Die motiverings agter
hierdie terreur-aksies word dus ondersoek. Wit Terroriste bespreek 'n aantal
raaisels rondom Afrikanerterreur tydens die Tweede Wéreldoorlog.

Die eerste raaisel wat aangepak word, is die vraag of die saboteurs as verraai-
ers of patriote beskou behoort te word. 'n Boek deur GC Visser, OB: Traitors
or Patriots?, het reeds in 1977 met dieselfde vraagstuk geworstel. Blake dra by
tot die beantwoording van hierdie vraag deur die persoonlike gevoelens en
motiverings van oud-saboteurs bevredigend aan die leser oor te dra. Deur-
lopend maak Blake hoofsaaklik op onderhoude staat om die gevoelens van
oud-saboteurs weer te gee. In hierdie opsig slaag hy daarin “om in die koppe
van daardie individuele Afrikaners te klim” en hulle gedagtes aan die leser
bekend te maak (p. 13). Blake trek 'n verband tussen die motiverings agter die
Rebellie en die terreurveldtog teen Suid-Afrikaanse deelname aan die Tweede
Wereldoorlog. Blake neem die korrekte standpunt in dat die “terreurveldtog
word soos die Rebellie verhef tot edele optrede” wat uiteindelik ter diens van
die Afrikanervolk gedoen is (p. 21).

Die raaisel rondom verraaiers en patriote lei tot die volgende knaende vraag:
Kan die terreurveldtog as “volksvreemde” gedrag beskryf word? Die oorhoofse
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meerderheid van die sabotasiedade wat Blake beskryf is deur pro-Duitse
gesindhede aangevuur met die hoop dat Duitsland die Afrikaner se onder-
drukker, Brittanje, sou uitoorlé. Wat Blake uitstekend aan die leser oordra
is dat sabotasie-aksies nie alleenlik deur pro-Duitse ondersteuners gepleeg is
nie, maar ook deur Afrikaners wat ten gunste van oorlogsdeelname aan die
kant van Brittanje was. In hoofstuk die verduidelik Blake in diepte dat die
Afrikaner 'n verdeelde nasie net voor die uitbreek-, tydens en selfs nd die
Tweede Wéreldoorlog was. Die situasie is 'n komplekse fenomeen in die Suid-
Afrikaanse geskiedenis wat nie ligtelik aangepak kan word nie. Tog beant-
woord Blake sy navorsingsvraag uitstekend deur te verduidelik waarom die
terreurveldtog nie noodwendig volksvreemde gedrag was nie.

Die derde raaisel wat Blake ondersock is of die optrede teen die Smuts-re-
gering alleenlik deur militante nasionalisme/republikeinse strewe gemotiveer
is, en of daar ook ander beweegredes betrokke was in hierdie optrede. Blake
ondersoek die redes waarom daar “’n oorlog in 'n oorlog” ontstaan het deur
die kompleksiteit van die politiese klimaat binne Suid-Afrika voor-, tydens
en nd die Tweede Weéreldoorlog bevredigend te bespreek (p. 52). Die wyse
waarop Blake hierdie omvattende aspek ondersoek is deur die aksies van spe-
sifieke individue te bespreek. Een van die bekendste saboteurs is Robbey Leib-
brandt. Blake slaag daarin om die verhaal van Leibbrandt in ’n boeiende wyse
aan die leser oor te dra en terselfdertyd die karakter van die individu te open-
baar. Blake gebruik tydgenootlike opinies oor Leibbrandt om ’n uitstekende
karakterskets te onthul. Operasie Weissdorn is steeds een van die raaiselagtige
elemente van die Tweede Weéreldoorlog, en soos wat Blake dit stel “bly dit
onduidelik wat die Duitsers met Leibbrandt se sending, bekend as Oper-
asie Weissdorn, wou vermag” (p. 183). Dit is dus heel van pas dat Blake die
aandag vestig op die individu betrokke in die operasie eerder as die operasie
self. Behalwe vir Leibbrandt bespreek Blake ook verskeie ander fassinerende
individue wat betrokke was by sabotering, asook die motiverings agter die
sabotasie. Hieronder word ondermeer Johannes van der Walt, Steve Hofmeyr
en Hans van Rensburg ondersoek. Rondom die antwoord of ondergrondse
bedrywighede alleenlik deur militante nasionalisme/republikeinse strewe ge-
motiveer is, kom Blake tot ’n antwoord in sy hoofstuk oor “Militante Vroue”
(pp. 211-226). Blake maak dit duidelik dat verskeie redes daartoe bygedra
het dat individue betrokke raak in sabotasie-aksies, maar dat nasionalisme
'n grondslag gevorm het vir die deelname. Verskeie individuele vroue se rol
in die sabotasie-aksies word bespreek, Blake slaag daarin om ook “om in die
koppe” van hierdie saboteurs te klim.
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Verder bevraagteken Blake of die terreurveldtog opportunisties was solank
dit gelyk het of Duitsland kan wen. Blake verduidelik verskeie individue se
motiverings agter terreurdade. Hoofstuk ses skenk aandag aan die “sabota-
siespesialiste” deur na verskeie individue te verwys wat deel uitgemaak het
van die Terreurgroep. Weer eens bereik Blake sy doelstelling om die indivi-
due, asook hulle lot, te bespreek. Hoofstuk 8 bespreek die terdoodveroordeel-
des wat hulself aan sabotasie-aksies skuldig gemaak het. Deur na die lot van
twee spesifieke individue te kyk behaal Blake nogmaals sukses daarin om sy
doelwit te behaal, en wys ook dat opportunisme ’n rol in dié aksies gespeel
het. Hoofstuk dertien bespreek die komplekse verhouding tussen Nazisme en
die Stormjaers. Blake kom tot die gevolgtrekking dat die Stormjaers geensins
Britse-oorheersing vir Duitse oorheersing wou verruil nie, maar eerder dat die
pro-Duitse gesindheid wat onder die Stormjaers geseévier het ’n sterk oppor-
tunistiese vorm aangeneem het (p. 157).

Hoofstuk dertien spreek ook terselfdertyd Blake se vyfde navorsingsvraag
aan deur te ondersoek of Nazisme enige belangrike rol in die terreurveldtog
gespeel het. Die gevolgtrekking word gemaak dat Nazisme nooit 'n bepalende
faktor in die versetbeweging was nie, maar eerder dat die ware motivering
agter die verset in 'n sterk anti-Britse gevoel 1¢ (p. 162). Die gevolgtrekking
waarmee Blake vorendag kom, is dat die Stormjaers die Nazi-gruwels tydens
die oorlog as propaganda afgemaak het. Die werklike omvang van Nazi-bed-
rywighede is “eers werklik aan die einde van die Tweede Weéreldoorlog bloot-
gelé” (p. 259). Ten spyte van die feit dat Hans van Rensburg, en verskeie an-
der OB-lede, skakeling met Duitsland gehad het, en so hoogverraad gepleeg
het, is dit nie noodwendig Nazisme wat terreur aangevuur het nie (p. 259).
N4 die oorlog het pro-Duitse individue in Suid-Afrika veel ligter strawwe
ontvang as individue in ander dele van die wéreld. Soos wat Blake dit stel “was
die omstandighede in Suid-Afrika ook heel anders en moet dit in 'n eiesoor-
tige konteks beoordeel word” (p. 264). Wat wel skort in Blake se boek is die
kontekstualisering van die Suid-Afrikaanse politiese klimaat, waarin daar veel
meer aandag aan die impak van die Nasionale Party se 1948-verkiesingsukses
gegee kan word. Desnieteenstaande ontbloot Blake 'n gaping in die Suid-
Afrikaanse historiografie wat met tockomstige navorsing gevul kan word.

Die sesde raaisel waarna Blake kyk is heel moontlik die vreemdste aspek
wat in Wit Terroriste aangeraak word. Blake ondersoek tot in watter mate
die “psigohistoriese aanspraak dat mishandelde kinders mishandelende ouers
word”, ook in die Afrikaner in groepsverband waar is (p. 13). Die kwessie
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van grootskaalse armoede tydens die 1930s en 1940s in Afrikanergemeen-
skappe sou ’n interessante element tot die boek gevoeg het. Hoewel Blake
kortstondig verwysing maak daarna dat “ongeveer 'n derde van Afrikaners
aan die begin van die 1930s armlastig was en onder die broodlyn moes leef”
(p. 15) faal hy om die breér historiese konteks van hierdie armoede te bev-
redigend te beskryf. Geen verwysing word na die Carnegie-verslag of selfs
die algehele Armblankevraagstuk gemaak nie. Beide die bogenoemde is van
onskatbare waarde om die opkoms van Afrikanernasionalisme en die repub-
likeinse strewe ten volle te begryp. Dit is ook 'n jammerte dat Blake nie van
Sandra Swart se artikel ‘Desperate Men’: the 1914 Rebellion and the politics of
poverty, gebruik gemaak het nie. Hierdie artikel sou die verband tussen die
Rebellie en die terreurveldtog, asook die rol van armoede in beide versetbe-
wegings, nog meer in perspektief kon plaas. Blake fokus egter nie alleenlik op
die Afrikaner as geheel nie, maar beskryf ook sekere individue en die konsep
dat “mishandelde kinders mishandelende ouers word.” Spesifiek John Vorster
word ondersoek as ‘n mishandelde kind wat 'n mishandelende ouer word.
Blake maak die gepaste gevolgtrekking dat die internering van kern individue
wat later belangrike posisies in die Suid-Afrikaanse samelewing sou beklee 'n
“bepaalde nalatenskap vir die land gelaat” het (p. 65).

Dat Wiz Terroriste daarin slaag om ’'n vergete aspek van die Suid-Afrikaanse
geskiedenis te ontbloot en 'n gaping in die historiografie vul, is nie te betwyfel
nie. Met hierdie boek het Blake 'n boeiende aspek van die Suid-Afrikaanse
geskiedenis aangeraak. Dit is egter duidelik dat Blake slegs oppervlakkig die
rol van die Ossewa-Brandwag tydens die Tweede Wéreldoorlog, die sabotasie-
dade wat deur “wit terroriste” gepleeg is, en die impak van die Unieregering
se Noodregulasies tydens, en nd die Tweede Wereldoorlog bespreek het. Soos
reeds genoem bestaan die geleentheid vir verdere navorsing oor die bogeno-
emde aspekte. Die boek word egter hoogs aanbeveel juis omdat dit ’n aspek
van die Suid-Afrikaanse geskiedenis aanraak wat dikwels vergete is in die “nuwe
Suid-Afrika.” Soos wat Blake dit self stel: “Minder as 'n dekade nadat die laaste
van die Afrikaner politicke gevangenis vrygelaat is, is politieke oortreders in
baie van dieselfde selle by polisickantore en gevangenisse aangehou. Daardie
gevangenes het ook aangevoer dat hulle 'n stryd om vryheid stry” (p. 252).
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Méér as 'n kroniek van 'n rebellie

Slagtersnek en sy mense

(Protea Boekhuis, Pretoria, tweede druk 2016, 279 pp. ISBN: 978-1-
4853-0480-7)

JA Heese

Christo van Rensburg

Noordwes-Universiteit ¢ Universiteit van Pretoria

In 2016, 43 jaar na die eerste druk van 1973, het die tweede druk van J A
Heese se studie oor Slagtersnek en sy mense verskyn. Die nuwe insigte wat uit
Heese se dokumentering van die Slagtersnekgebeure gevolg het, is steeds gel-
dig, en gedagtewisseling wat in 2017 daardeur gestimuleer kan word, regver-

dig hierdie druk.

Die sentrale figure in die Slagtersnekopstand was die broers Freek en Hans
Bezuidenhout. Freek se ongedurigheid oor verskeie kwessies het ’n tyd lank
stoom opgebou, en eintlik op 10 Oktober 1815 tot uitbarsting gekom toe hy
hom teen inhegtenisname verset het, en saam met sy seun Hans (p. 25 e.v.) in
'n klipskeur (foto teenoor p. 128) stelling ingeneem het teen 'n groep soldate,
waaronder ook pandoers. Freek is in die daaropvolgende skermutseling deur
een of meer pandoers doodgeskiet (p. 26). Dit kon die einde van dié saak
gewees het. Heese beweer dat as Kasteel Prinsloo nie teen die einde van Okto-
ber 1815 ingemeng het nie (p. 29), en die leierskap van die opstand op hom
geneem het nie (p. 38), die Slagtersnekrebellie nie sou plaasgevind het nie (p.
216). Kasteel Prinsloo is so genoem omdat sy vader dié naam gekry het nadat
hy drie jaar lank in die kasteel in Kaapstad aangehou is vir sy aandeel aan die
vroeére 1799-opstand. Die minder as sestigtal Rebelle het op 14 November
1815 stuk-stuk begin oorgee (p. 82), maar Freek se broer, Hans Bezuiden-
hout, en sy twaalfjarige seun Gertjie en Hans se vrou, het gevlug en op 28 No-
vember by Madoersdrif stelling ingeneem en hulle teen inhegtenisname ver-
set. Hans Bezuidenhout het gesneuwel (ook deur ’n pandoer geskiet — p. 81),
en sy vrou en seun is gewond en gevange geneem (p. 46) waarmee die rebellie
na sowat ses weke tot 'n einde gekom het. Vyf van die rebelle is op 9 Maart
1816 op Vanaardtspos opgehang. Vier se toue het die eerste keer gebreek ('n
Monument is presies 100 jaar later (p. 83) daar opgerig — vgl. foto teenoor p.
129). ’n Week voor hulle teregstelling het nog 'n gebeurtenis tot hierdie reeks
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dramatiese episodes bygedra: Twee van die veroordeeldes se kinders is in die
gevangenis (p. 51) gedoop deur die predikant wat die veroordeeldes tydens
hulle laaste dae bygestaan het.

Met sy deeglike ondersoek ontluister Heese interpretasies wat aan die rebel-
lie gekoppel was, en hardnekkig bly voortleef het (pp. 238-246; p.65), en
daarmee ook ’n aantal polities-propagandistiese mites oor die Slagtersnekre-
bellie. Dit is opvallend dat sulke voorstellings in die tyd van verkiesingsveld-
togte die lig gesien het (pp. 75-76). Wanvoorstellings was dat die galgbalk
gebreek het (pp. 85; 104 e. v.), daar ’n reg tot vryspraak bestaan het waarop
die rebelle hulle kon beroep het nadat die galgtoue gebreek het (p. 86), dat die
teregstellings op ’n plek met die naam van Slagtersnek plaasgevind het (wat
sy naam al in 1811 gekry het, vanweé die moord op Andries Stockenstrom,
en dat die teenwoordigheid van die pandoers (vgl. p. 92 oor die pandoers) 'n
bydraende faktor tot dddrdie gebeure was." Van hierdie sienings kon Heese
geen bewys kry nie, en ook nie dat die Rebellegroepering en hulle families 'n
wrok teenoor die onderdrukkers van die opstand gekoester het nie. Andries
Stockenstrém se seun, ook Andries, was net drie en twintig jaar oud tydens
die Slagtersnekgebeure, en het as Landdros van die distrik Graaff-Reinet ’n
belangrike rol in die onderdrukking daarvan gespeel, en het daarvoor tog aan

gewildheid ingeboet (p. 227).

Heese spreek sy onvergenoegdheid uit oor die lukraak manier waarop ro-
mansiers met die geskiedenis omgaan, veral in verhale oor die Slagtersnek-
gebeure (vir voorbeelde, vgl. pp. 60-87). Talle historici en belangstellende
leke sal hom daarmee gelyk gee. Wat behoort die situasie wees? Fransjohan
Pretorius het ook sy ontevredenheid getoon met historiese romans wat die
historiese werklikheid verdraai.? Indien skrywers historiese romans skryf, kan
hulle hiate invul, s¢ Hans du Plessis’, en Pretorius* (2015, p. 99), verwag dat
daardie invul “moontlik en billik” by die betrokke tydsgees sal aansluit. Maar
Heese was meer voorskriftelik. Dit is “hoog tyd”, skryf hy (in 1974), “dat
die letterkunde ... nader aan die historiese waarheid beweeg” (p. 9 e.v.). So
'n voorskrif sal skrywers nooit duld nie. Skrywers skryf hulle eie verhale, en
hoekom fiksie in bepaalde gevalle teen 'n historiese agtergrond ingeklee moet

1 PE Raper, LA Méller & LT du Plessis, South African place names (Johannesburg and Cape Town: Jonathan Ball,
2014), p. 468.

2 F Pretorius, “Historisiteit van resente historiese fiksie oor die Anglo-Boereoorlog in Afrikaans”, Tydskrif vir Let-

terkunde, 52, , 2, 2015, pp. 61-77.

H du Plessis “Die Groot Trek 175: Storie of historie?”, Tydskrif vir Geesteswetenskappe, 53, 3, 2013, p. 441.

4 F Pretorius, “Op soek na generaal Mannetjies Mentz histories beoordeel”, Tydskrif vir Letterkunde, 37, 314,
1999, pp. 1-17.
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word, is nie maklik uit maak nie. Hoe frustrerend dit vir historici en belang-
stellende leke ook al is, vertel skrywers die geskiedenis eintlik soos hulle wil.
Hulle vertellings staan primér. Die 1995-film Braveheart het miljoene dollar
by die lokette gein, talle toekennings verwerf, en selfs toerisme na Skotland
toe gestimuleer, terwyl dit deur 7he Times in 2009 geklassifiseer is as tweede
op 'n lys van histories mees onakkurate films.

Omgekeerd lyk dit vir taalhistorici dikwels asof Suid-Afrikaanse geskied-
skrywers onbetrokke staan wanneer hulle gegewens teékom waar Afrikaans
op 'n unieke manier gebruik word, en maak hulle selfs in die verbygaan nie
eers 'n (waarskynlik waardevolle) opmerking daaroor nie. En in hulle geskied-
skrywing? Heese haal ongeletterde mense se getuienis in die pragtigste Hoog-
Hollands aan — ’n taal wat nooit op die voorposte as gesprekstaal gedien het
nie, en nie aan Pretorius se konteksvereiste van “moontlik en billik” voldoen
nie. Die Hollandse bestuurstaal is al in die agtiende eeu in die Kaap op die
agtergrond geskuif, het Changuion in 1848 aangetoon.” En Heese sou dit ag-
tergekom het in die familiedokumente wat hy bekyk het. Maar waar Somerset
se opmerking in die kantlyn van ’n verslag ook in Hoog-Hollands staan (p.
233), het dié anachronisme Heese darem nie ontgaan nie! In Slagtersnek en
sy mense staan daar tég een sin in die Oosgrensafrikaans van die negentiende
eeu, geskryf deur Veldkornet Opperman, en wat taalkundiges opslurp. Daar
word in gebruik (en nie die latere en nie), “Faaber in Hans”, en is word twee
keer geskryf met 'n meervoudige onderwerp (p. 117).

Heese maak melding van die pleknaam Rooiwal (p. 171), en verwys elders
na Kookhuis en Cookhouse. Dié name pas inderdaad op 'n interessante manier
by mekaar in. In Khoi klink r00i + wal soos kook + huis: kx'awak = rooi + haus
= wal soos Kookhuis in Afrikaans (wat later Cookhouse in Engels geword het).®
Hierdie geval waar naamgewing op klanknabootsings gebaseer is, verskil van
die proses waarvolgens die meeste Khoi- (of Khoi-Afrikaanse) plekname in
Afrikaans neerslag gevind het. In die reél was sulke plekname nie klankna-
bootsings nie, maar vertalings, soos Gariep waarvan die Khoi-naam se Afri-
kaanse vertaling Grootrivier is.

Die mense van die Baviaansriviergebied (en van ander naasliggende sub-
distrikte) waaroor Heese skryf, was sprekers van die Oosgrensvariéteit van
Afrikaans, dié variéteit in die binneland van die agtiende eeu met 'n Europese

5  ANE Changuion, De Nederduitsche taal in Zuid-Afrika hersteld, zijnde eene handleiding tot de kennis dier taal,
naar de plaatselijke behoefie van het land gewijzigd (Amsterdam, ] van der Vliet/Kaapstad, Collard, 1848).
6 PE Raper, LA Moller & LT du Plessis, South African place names, p. 247 .
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basis. Met die Groot Trek is Oosgrensafrikaans na die noordelike republieke
toe geneem. Die ander variéteit van Afrikaans in die Oosgrens was Khoi-Af-
rikaans die variéteit wat die Khoi se moedertaal teen die einde van die sewen-
tiende eeu verplaas het. Voordat die veeboere die Kaap teen die begin van die
agtiende eeu begin verlaat het, het swerftrekkers die binneland al deurkruis.
Hans en Freek Bezuidenhout was moontlik latere swerftrekkers. Eers in 1809
is hulle teenwoordigheid in die Baviaansriviergebied waargeneem (p. 18).
Toe die Veeboere die Kaap vir die binneland verruil het, het hulle vergesigte
gekoester van onbeperkte ruimtes vir hulle vee. Heese toon aan dat dit aan die
Baviaansrivier nie die geval was nie, en dat die Baviaansriviergebied toé digter
bevolk was as in 1974 (p. 30). Daar het tot tien gesinne saam op een plaas ’n
bestaan probeer maak (p. 89). Die bywoners se socke na vryheid (vgl. p. 154)
het 66k nie gerealiseer nie: Talle van hulle het die plaaseienaar gedwee gevolg

nadat hy by die rebellie aangesluit het (vgl. pp. 166; 174).

Voorposgebruike word uitgelig, soos broers van die een gesin wat met susters
van 'n ander gesin getrou het, en van ondertrouery (p. 129). Voorposmense
skep “nuwe mites en ’n ander identiteit”, het Du Plessis oor mense se bestaan
op voorposte geskryf.” 'n Dwarssnit deur die bewoners van die Oosgrens toon
mense met wisselende grade van gegriefdheid en 'n “muytzieke geest” (reb-
else gees) (p. 95) wat uit onvergenoegdheid met hulle lewensomstandighede
gevolg het, en ’n neiging om maklik te maak en te breek, soos verskeie re-
isigers opgemerk het, en waarvan Freek Bezuidenhout se afranselings van sy
werknemer Booy (pp. 20; 77) getuig, sy minagting van geregbodes (pp. 22;
24), Hans Bezuidenhout wat sy broer Freek se dood wou wreek op Veldkor-
net Opperman (p. 33), asook die recks hofsake waarvan Heese telkens in
die verbygaan melding maak - omstandighede wat onder druk tot ’n rebellie
kan lei. Bedrog, soos met slagterbriefies, smokkelary en 'n weersin aan die
teenwoordigheid van die Engelse (vgl. pp. 182, 185), was ook nie heeltemal
vreemd aan hulle mondering nie. Die deelnemers aan die Rebellie was egter
nie verteenwoordigend van die Oosgrensgemeenskap nie. Die middelklas-
boere het nie daaraan deelgeneem nie. Die rebelle was eintlik “arm ... mense”
(p. 90), wat nie almal perde of gewere gehad het nie. In hulle situasie kon hulle
wrokke onwerktuiglik opgekrop het. Maar sien Heese die situasie so? Heese
sonder die deelnemers aan die opstand uit as “wilde mense” en “verbrekers
van die tradisionele waardes van die Afrikaner”. Daaronder val “rassesuiwer-
heid” en “eerbiediging van kerklike sakramente”. Heese se “Afrikaners” was

7 H Du Plessis, “Die Groot Trek 175: Storie of historie?”, p. 449.
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ook “ordeliewend” (p. 13), waarmee Heese gangbare sosiale kategorisering ter
syde stel en eerder die politieke sentimente van die tyd waaruit hy skryf volg.
(In 1973 was die leier van die Nasionale Party, B] Vorster, Staatspresident van
Suid-Afrika). Die Slagtersnekrebellie was die derde opstand aan die Oosgrens
binne twintig jaar! (Vgl. pp. 100-101; 108 e. v.) Met “rassesuiwerheid” verwys
Heese heelwaarskynlik na die vrou waarmee Freek Bezuidenhout saamgeleef
het (pp. 16, 78-80), en sy seun wat saam met hom in die klipskeur was toe
hy doodgeskiet is. Wanneer Heese na Freek Bezuidenhout se vrou verwys,
skryf hy “vrou” deurgaans in aanhalingstekens! Hoeveel van hierdie tradisie
van sosiale afsydigheid oor sy persoonlike verhouding en die huigelagtigheid
wat daarmee gepaard gegaan het, onderlé nie Freek Bezuidenhout se “ciesin-
nigheid” nie (p. 21). Na Van Meerhoff se huwelik met Eva het hy in 1665 ‘n
pos op Robbeneiland beklee. Gerieflik verwyder uit die skynheilige Hollandse
gemeenskap aan die Kaap.® Veldkornet Van Wyk, wat die rebellie help on-
derdruk het, het juis ook 'n saak ondersoek waar 'n medeburger deur sy vrou
aangekla is omdat hy “met hulle slavin omgang gehad het” (p. 93). Beskuldig-
ings van 'n onwelvoeglike verhouding teen veldkornet Opperman en sy seun,
met Khoi-Khoi-vroue, is ook gemaak (pp. 96; 202).

Slagtersnek en sy mense lees soos 'n roman, maar is inderdaad 'n stewige
geskiedenis. En Heese die genealoog skryf ook aan dié boek. Die leser kry
inderdaad twee boeke in een. Heese beantwoord in hoofstukke 4-8 die ter-
gende vraag wat telkens na die lees van geskiedenisse gevra word: En wat het
toe van hulle kinders en ander betrokkenes geword? Heese kom ook daarby
uit om te sé of die latere Eerste Minister, Louis Botha, Generaal de la Rey en
President M T Steyn van die Slagtersnekrebelle se bloed in hulle are het, en
waar die naam Bezuidenhoutsvallei (in Johannesburg) vandaan kom. Hy ver-
tel hierdie storie heeltemal klaar, en met indrukwekkende deeglikheid. Naas
gedrukte dokumente het hy ook met segspersone wat oor inligting kan beskik
onderhoude gevoer, sover as in Angola. Hy het ook in 1971 die samewerking
van Rapport gekry vir navrae en Slagtersneknasate het gretig saamgewerk. Sy
gegewens het hom ook in staat gestel om De Villiers en Pama’ se Geslachtregis-
ters waaraan Theal glo 'n groot aandeel gehad het (p. 11), en waarvan die titel
nie konsekwent gespel word nie, te korrigeer en aan te vul, en by dié boek in

te sluit (pp. 261-267).

8 K Schoeman, Seven Khoi lives (Pretoria, Protea, 2009), p. 32.
9  CC De Villiers & C Pama, Geslagregisters van die ou Kaapse families (Kaapstad, Balkema, 1981).
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Slagtersnek en sy mense is meer as net 'n relaas van daardie noodlottige ge-
beure van 1815. Dit wys ook in besonderhede in watter mate 'n gemeens-
kap so 'n gebeurtenis absorbeer. En die betekenis van die Slagtersnekrebellie?
Daarby kom Hesse nie uit nie. Is dit omdat daar nie werklik sin van sulke
gebeurtenisse gemaak kan word nie?
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New Contree

Template guidelines for writing an article

Font type: Adobe Garamond Pro (throughout document)/Arial (if the first font type is
unavailable).

Font size in body text: 12pt.
Heading of article: 14pt, bold.
Author’s details: ONLY provide the following: Title, Campus & University and E-

mail address.

Title: 10pt, regular font; Campus & University: 10pt, italics; and E-mail address: 10pt,
regular font. (Consult previous articles published in the New Contree journal as an ex-
ample or as a practical guideline). Example: Pieter van Rensburg, Vaal Triangle Campus,
North-West University, p.vanrensburg@gmail.com.

Abstract: The abstract should be placed on the first page (where the title heading and
author’s particulars appear). The prescribed length is between a half and three quarters
of a page.

The abstract body: Regular font, 10pt.

The heading of the Abstract: Bold, italics, 12pt.

Keywords: The keywords should be placed on the first page below the abstract.

The word ‘Keywords’: 10pt, bold, underline.

Each keyword must start with a capital letter and end with a semi-colon (;). Example:
Meters; People; etc. (A minimum of six key words is required).

Main headings in article: ‘Introduction’ — 12pt, bold.

Sub-headings in article: ‘History ...” — 11pt, bold, italics.
Third level sub-headings: ‘History ..."” — 10pt, bold, underline.

Footnotes: 12pt, regular font.
The initials in a person’s name (in footnote text) should be without any full stops. Ex-

ample: LC du Plessis and NOT L.C. du Plessis.

Body text: Names without punctuation in the text. Example: “HL le Roux said” and
NOT “H.L. le Roux said”.

Page numbering: Page numbering in the footnote reference text should be indicated as
follows:

Example: p.space23 — p. 23. / pp. 23-29.
Any lists in the body text should be 11pt, and in bullet format. NO numbers must be

used.

Quotes from sources in the body text must be used sparingly. If used, it must be in-
dented and in italics (10pt). The source reference of a quote should not be in the quote

198



15.

15.

16.

17.

18.
19.

20.

New Contree Template Guidelines, New Contree 81, December 2018, pp. 198-199

itself but annotated in the last sentence before the quote. Quotes less than one line in
a paragraph can be incorporated as part of the text via paragraph, but within inverted
commas; and NOT in italics. Example: An owner close to the town stated that: “the
pollution history of the river is a muddy business”.

Abbreviations and titles:

* Abbreviations of companies and institutions are allowed after having provided the
meaning BUT abbreviations as rule in the article narrative is strongly discouraged.
Write words full out. Examples are:

i.e.: Rather use, ‘that is’
eg.; Rather use, ‘for example’
s.l.; s.a; s.n.: Rather say in brackets ‘without place, publisher and date’

* No punctuation with titles is required in the text, such as Dr P Moloto (in the
English narrative) BUT dr P Moloto (in the Afrikaans marrative).

* The abundant use of Latin forms in the text and footnotes are not encouraged.
So for example is Ibid and Passim not allowed.

Quotes (as part of the body text) must be in double inverted commas: “...and she”

and NOT °...and she’.

Images: Illustrations, pictures, photographs, tables and figures: Submit all pictures
for an article in jpeg, tiff or pdf format in a separate folder, and indicate where the
pictures should be placed in the manuscript’s body text. All visuals are referred to as

Images.
Example: Image 1: ‘Image title’ (regular font, 10pt) in the body text.

Sources of all images should also be included after the ‘Tmage title’.

Example: Source: “The source’ (regular font, 9 pt). Remember to save and name pic-
tures in the separate folder accordingly.

Important note: All the images should be of good quality (a minimum resolution of
200dpi is required; if the image is not scanned).

Punctuation marks should be placed in front of the footnote numbers in the text.

Example: the end.! NOT ...the end".
Single and left spacing between the sentences in the footnote.

Dates: All dates in footnotes should be written out in full. Example: 23 December 2010;
NOT 23/12/2010 [For additional guidelines see the New Contree Reference guide-
lines].

Language setting in Microsoft Word as English (South Africa); do this before start-
ing with the word processing of the article. Go to ‘Review’, ‘Set Language’ and select

‘English (South Africa)’.
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FOOTNOTES

Only the footnote method for references is accepted in articles for New Contree.
Footnote references should appear at the bottom of each page. Footnotes should
be numbered sequentially throughout the article and starting with 1. No other
numerical system is allowed. Archival sources/published works/authors referred
to in the text should be cited in full in the first footnote of each new reference.
Thereafter it can be reduced to a shorter footnote reference. Do not refer to the exact
same source and page numbers in footnotes that follow each other.

No exact repetition of a footnote reference on the same page is allowed. For exam-
ple, if you refer to Y Krone’s source as in footnote 1 and then also in footnote 2, the
page references must at least differ. They can't reference the same pages.

The use of the Latin word “Ibid” is not allowed. Rather refer to the actual reference
again (or in its shortened version) on the rest of a page(s) in the footnote section.

The titles of books, articles, chapters, theses, dissertations and papers/manuscripts
should NOT be capitalised at random. Only the names of people and places (and in
some instances specific historic events) are capitalised. For example:

P Erasmus, “The ‘lost” South African tribe — rebirth of the Koranna in the Free State”, New
Contree, 50, November 2005, p. 77;

NOT

P Erasmus, “The ‘Lost’ South African Tribe — Rebirth Of The Koranna In The Free State”,
New Contree, 50, November 2005, p. 77.

PLEASE NOTE: Referencing journal titles imply that every word of the journal
must start with a capital letter, example: Yésterdayé“]bday Journal.

Only the first letter of the surname of authors should be capitalized, not the com-
plete surname. No names of authors, in full, is allowed. The following practical ex-

amples will help:

Avoid punctuation between initials IN footnotes (and in the article text).
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Examples of an article in a journal

R Siebérger, Incorporating human rights into the teaching of History: Teaching materials,
Interdisciplinary Science Review, 2, October 2008, pp. 1-14.

S Marks, “Khoisan resistance to the Dutch in the seventeenth and eighteen centuries”, Jour-

nal of African History, 3(1), 1972, p. 76.

Example of a shortened version of an article in a journal
From:

P Erasmus, “The ‘lost” South African tribe — rebirth of the Koranna in the Free State”, New
Contree, 50, November 2005, p. 77.

To:
P Erasmus, “The ‘lost’ South African tribe...”, New Contree, 50, November 2005, p. 77.
[Please note: ONLY the title of the article is shortened and not the finding place]

Examples of a reference from a book

WF Lye & C Murray, Transformations on the Highveld: The Tswana and the Southern Sotho
(Cape Town, David Phillip, 1980), pp. 7, 10.

J] Buys, Die oorsprong en migrasiebewegings van die Koranna en hulle rol in die Transgariep ror
1870 (Universiteit van die Vrystaat, Bloemfontein, 1989), pp. 33-34.

[Please note the reference variety to page numbers used]

Example of a shortened version of a reference from a book

From:

JA Conforti (ed.) or (eds.), Samuel Hopkins and the New Divinity Movement: Calvin-
ism, the Congregational Ministry, and reform in New England between the
Great Awakenings (Washington, Christian University Press, 1981), p. 23.

To:
JA Conforti (ed.), Samuel Hopkins and the New Divinity Movement. .., p. 23.
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Example of a reference from a chapter in a book

S Brown, “Diplomacy by other means: SWAPO?’s liberation war”, C Leys, JS Saul et.al,,
Namibiak liberation struggle: The two-edged sword (London, Oxford University
Press, 1995), pp. 19-39.

Shortened version:

S Brown, “Diplomacy by other means...”, C Leys, JS Saul et.al, Namibias liberation strug-
gle..., pp. 19-39.

Example of a reference from an unpublished dissertation/thesis

M] Dhlamini, “The relationship between the African National Congress and the Pan Afri-
canist Congress, 1959-1990” (Ph.D, NWU, 2000), pp. 4, 8, 11.

Examples of a reference from a newspaper

P Coetzee, “Voélvlugblik ATKV 75 op ons blink geskiedenis”, Die Transvaler, 6 Januarie
2006, p. 8.

or

Anon., “What went wrong”, Zululand Times, 19 July 1923.

Archival references:
¢ Interview(s)

Provide at least key details such as: Name of interviewee and profession; the inter-
viewer and profession and date of interview

* Example of interview reference

K Rasool (Personal Collection), interview, K Kotzé (CEO, Goldfields, Johannesburg Head
Office)/E Schutte (researcher, NWU, School of Basic Science), 12 March 2006.
or

K Rasool (Personal Collection), interviews, R Vahed (housewife, Gugulethu)/S Dlamini
(researcher), 13 August 1948; JA Conforti (policeman, Vaalwater)/S Dlamini
(researcher), 13 August 1948.
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* Example of shortened interview reference (after it has been used once in article)

K Rasool (Personal Collection), interview, K Kotz¢/E Schutte , 12 March 2006.

* Example of an Electronic Mail - document or letter

E-mail: W Pepler (Bigenafrica, Pretoria)/E van Eeden (Researcher), 22 October 2006.

* National archives (or any other archive)

National Archive (NA), Pretoria, Department of Education (DoE), Vol.10, Reference
8/1/3/452: Letter, K Lewis (Director General) / P Dlamini (Teacher, Springs Col-
lege), 12 June 1960.

[Please note: After the first reference to the National Archives or Source Group

for example, it can be abbreviated to e.g. NA or DE]

A source accessed on the Internet

A Dissel, “Tracking transformation in South African prisons”, Track Two, 11(2), April 2002
(available at http://ccrweb.ceruct.ac.za/two/11-2transformation.heml, as ac-
cessed on 14 January 2003), pp. 1-3.

[Please note: Always to be referenced in full. No shortened version acceptable.]

A source from conference proceedings

First reference to the source:

D Dollar, “Asian century or multi-polar century?” (Paper, Global Development Network An-
nual Conference, Beijing, January 2007), p. 7.

B Sautmann, “The forest for the trees: Trade investment and the China-in-Africa discourse”

(Paper, Public Seminar: China in Africa: Race, relations and reflections, Centre
for Sociological Research, University of Johannesburg, 28 July 2007), p. 7.

Shortened version:

D Dollar, “Asian century...” (Paper, GDN Conference, 2007), p. 7.
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B Sautmann, “The forest for the trees: ...” (Paper, Public Seminar: China in Africa: ..., Uni-

versity of Johannesburg [or UJ]), p. 7.

GENERAL
Submission requirements

Articles finally submitted to the New Contree for publication, after approval, must
be editorially revised and a submission must be accompanied by a letter of confirma-
tion from a qualified language practitioner. No article will be published without such
an ofhicial letter of language editing done.

Ilustrations

Photographs, sketches, tables, diagrams; graphics, maps etc should all be referred to
as Images (Eg. Image 1-6). The appropriate positioning of the illustration should be
indicated in the text. Original copies should be clearly identified on the back. High
quality scanned versions are always welcome.

Authors, PLEASE obtain copyright and reproduction rights on photographs
and other illustrations

Copyright on all material in New Contree rests within the Editorial Advisory Com-
mittee of New Contree. Inquiry can be done by communication to the editor.
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